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Introduction 
 

Much has been written on the subject of how, 
or what to tithe. If you do any research you will 
find numerous articles with incredibly 
divergent views. It is also a topic that will 
cause people to swing from one end of the 
pendulum to the other. 

This matter is sensitive to many—I pray 
that you will read this with an open mind 
and a teachable spirit. 

It’s therefore best to return to the beginning. 
To see where the concept originated - for 
what purpose tithes were introduced – and 
exactly what Biblical pattern emerges that 
can guide us in today’s times. 

Some Initial Thoughts 

1. Our fundamental structure of the Covenant is set out in the TEN 
Commandments.  

This declaration becomes and remains the basis of our value / belief system.  

And yet, no mention of tithing is made… it’s not a part of the structure, which defines how 
we love God and how we love our fellow man. 

2. On the other hand, Y'shua (Jesus), in dealing with the Pharisees that want to 
challenge His role, speaks about the concept of tithing. 

But note: 

He says yes you must tithe. 

However … 

There are weightier things that we must do. 

We will return to discuss this in more detail later. 
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Matthew 23:23 Woe to you, (self-righteous) scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
give a tenth (tithe) of your mint and dill and cumin (focusing on minor matters), and have 
neglected the weightier (more important moral and spiritual) provisions of the Law: justice 
and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the (primary) things you ought to have done 
without neglecting the others. 

3. And now let us return to the Garden of Eden. 

Mankind has been placed in this set-apart Garden. Moreover, mankind is given a mandate 
to rule. We are called to be stewards. Our stewardship is over the herbs / seeds / animals 
– all of the things that will later on be defined as the items on which we tithe. 

Genesis 1:27-30 “So God created humankind in His own image; in the image of God He 
created him: male and female He created them. God blessed them: God said to them, “Be 
fruitful, multiply, fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea, the birds in the air 
and every living creature that crawls on the earth.” Then God said, “Here! Throughout the 
whole earth I am giving you as food every seed-bearing plant and every tree with seed-
bearing fruit. And to every wild animal, bird in the air and creature crawling on the earth, in 
which there is a living soul, I am giving as food every kind of green plant.” And that is how 
it was.” 

Stewardship implies that there is both responsibility as well as accountability. 
The one attribute speaks to the action of “looking after” while the other one speaks to an 
action of “reporting back” 

4. Parable of the talents 

Y’shua (Jesus) is busy with His teaching. At a point in 
time, He makes it clear that mankind has been 
blessed with specific talents. We can debate what 
these are. Some people see these only as physical 
abilities. Others see this as spiritual gifts that must be 
utilized in ministry. Paul teaches that we must marry 
the physical and the spiritual. 

(See 1 Corinthians 15:46-49) 

The point of the parables is this - mankind must show a return. We are to produce a 
harvest – we are to be stewards of that which we have.  

More importantly, it says that God will come and see what we have done—surely the 
presentation of our harvest is a type of tithe? 

Matthew 25:14-30 “For it will be like a man about to leave home for awhile, who entrusted 
his possessions to his servants. To one he gave five talents (equivalent to a hundred 
years’ wages); to another, two talents; and to another, one talent — to each according to 
his ability. Then he left. The one who had received five talents immediately went out, 
invested it and earned another five. Similarly, the one given two earned another two. But 
the one given one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 
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After a long time, the master of those servants returned to settle accounts with them. The 
one who had received five talents came forward bringing the other five and said, ‘Sir, you 
gave me five talents; here, I have made five more.’ His master said to him, ‘Excellent! You 
are a good and trustworthy servant. You have been faithful with a small amount, so I will 
put you in charge of a large amount. Come and join in your master’s happiness!’  Also the 
one who had received two came forward and said, ‘Sir, you gave me two talents; here, I 
have made two more.’ His master said to him, ‘Excellent! you are a good and trustworthy 
servant. You have been faithful with a small amount, so I will put you in charge of a large 
amount. Come and join in your master’s happiness!’ Now the one who had received one 
talent came forward and said, ‘I knew you were a hard man. You harvest where you didn’t 
plant and gather where you didn’t sow seed. I was afraid, so I went and hid your talent in 
the ground. Here! Take what belongs to you!’ ‘You wicked, lazy servant!’ said his master, 
‘So you knew, did you, that I harvest where I haven’t planted? and that I gather where I 
didn’t sow seed? Then you should have deposited my money with the bankers, so that 
when I returned, I would at least have gotten back interest with my capital! Take the talent 
from him and give it to the one who has ten. For everyone who has something will be 
given more, so that he will have more than enough; but from anyone who has nothing, 
even what he does have will be taken away. As for this worthless servant, throw him out in 
the dark, where people will wail and grind their teeth!’ “ 

SUMMARY 

Mankind was given a stewardship role—to take dominion is an irrevocable calling. 

The children of Israel were ‘given’ land for free and trees that they did not plant. 

The Body of Messiah has been “given” talents and gifts that we did not ask for. 
It may very well be that as an individual, I do not think that I have much in the way of 
abilities or talents - but that’s my view. And that view is often determined by the words that 
role-model leadership declared over my life!! 

It is certainly not God’s idea. 

To illustrate this point, let us go back to the story where the Israelites have sent spies into 
the land. They have been told to make first-fruit offering of the fruit that they will find (and 
did not plant). They return with a brunch of grapes that is so large that two men are 
needed to carry the load. 

Mankind’s eyes are open in the physical domain ever since the snake in the Garden of 
Eden. 

What we need to do is ask the Holy Spirit to open our spiritual eyes so that we can convert 
the image of that huge bunch of grapes into an understanding of the “size” of the ability / 
gifts / talents that God has placed inside of each one of us. 

Once we realize this we will accept that somewhere and somehow we need to stand 
before God and be accountable for what we have done with this - the Bible calls this tithes 
and offerings. 
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TITHING - WRONG TEACHINGS 
 
Mankind, in their efforts to justify their own views on 
tithing, has come up with some astounding ideas. 
Unfortunately tithing is spoken on every single 
platform that is available. When these views get 
repeated over and over again, it soon becomes 
accepted as a Biblical norm. 

Equally true, the Body of Messiah is not so diligent 
in their study of the Bible, and as a result they are 
not equipped to discern whether the teaching that 
they have is true or not. 

(a) We are under grace. 

There are those in the modern day church who 
think that tithing has been done away with simply 
because we are now under grace. They seem to think that anything that has to do with the 
Commandments / the Tabernacle and the Land of Israel has been done away with. 
They forget our role of stewards –they forget that we are priests who serve in a Tabernacle 
of Living Stones. 

(b) We tithe because Abraham tithed before the “law” was given. 

There are some who believe that “grace supersedes the law” but still want to include 
tithing in their teachings and therefore claim that we must tithe because Father Abraham 
tithed when he return from the war to save Lot. 

In other words, the principle of tithes comes before Moses and is acceptable.  

Genesis 14:18 Melchizedek king of Salem (ancient Jerusalem) brought out bread and 
wine (for them); he was the priest of God Most High. And Melchizedek blessed Abram and 
said, “Blessed (joyful, favored) be Abram by God Most High, Creator and Possessor of 
heaven and earth;  And blessed, praised, and glorified be God Most High, Who has given 
your enemies into your hand.” And Abram gave him a tenth of all (the treasure he had 
taken in battle).  

Let us consider the following: 

i) Abraham returns with war spoils—with possessions that had been taken away from 
the king of Sodom and Co. He did not tithe anything that he had planted and 
harvested.  

On this basis we can only tithe if we take possession from other people? Can that be true? 
A tithe, by nature of the Word, implies that it is a harvest of something planted, something 
that comes from seed / fruit and so on.  
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If you are only going to tithe after going to war, then we will either very seldom tithe, or else 
we as believers will start to think that war is part of daily life. 

If we accept tithing on this basis, it means that we can only tithe if we “take” possessions 
from other people.  Surely that is not in line with God’s Heart!! 

ii) Abraham recognized that the “things” that he had taken as spoils of war belonged to 
a kingdom that did not acknowledge God at all. 

Abraham gives a tithe to Melchizedek … and never again. 

Again, it’s strange to think that people in this day-and-age build a tithing principle on a one-
time never-repeated event. 

When the king of Sodom offer him a reward he answers in the same vein as Y’shua 
(Jesus) will do many years later: 

He says: “I don’t want anything from your kingdom” … why? 

He meets Melchizedek and recognizing his priesthood, he gives a tithe. However, at that 
very moment the king of Sodom arrives - he is prepared to give away all of the livestock 
… all he wants is the people.  

You see, he is a man who enslaves others - he wants his slaves back again; he knows that 
with them he can rebuild the other worldly things. 

Just as Y'shua (Jesus) will say many years later to satan ... Abraham says to the 
representative of that kingdom - ”I don’t want anything that belongs to you.” 

It is the decision that every person must individually make - will we compromise and allow 
things into our lives that do not belong in God’s Kingdom? 

Genesis 14:21 “And the king of Sodom said to Abram, Give me the persons and keep the 
goods for yourself. But Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lifted up my hand and 
sworn to the Lord, God Most High, the Possessor and Maker of heaven and earth, That I 
would not take a thread or a shoelace or anything that is yours, lest you should say, I 
have made Abram rich.” 

Abraham  makes a public declaration according to the scripture above and this is in 
essence what he says: “as for me and my house we will serve God ALONE.  

We don’t want anything that belongs to the enemy of God.” 

(c) There are some that claim that we tithe like Jacob did. 

Consider the principles of tithing - on seeds / fruit and livestock that is the result of God’s 
blessing INSIDE the Land of Israel. 

Jacob, after a family fight, is on his way ‘out’ of the Land of Promise. 

�7



         

Genesis 28:20-22 “Then Jacob made a vow (promise), saying, “If God will be with me and 
will keep me on this journey that I take, and will give me food to eat and clothing to wear, 
and if (He grants that) I return to my father’s house in safety, then the Lord will be my God. 
This stone which I have set up as a pillar (monument, memorial) will be God’s house (a 
sacred place to me), and of everything that You give me I will give the tenth to You (as 
an offering to signify my gratitude and dependence on You).” 

This cannot be the basis of tithing. Jacob is on the run away from Esau. He is fearful of 
that which lies ahead of him. He makes a vow to God with conditions - “if You look after me 
- then I will tithe.”  

There is no evidence that he kept the vow - if he did, it was paid approximately 20 years 
later and never again… 

(d) We believe that grace supersedes the “law” but still apply this “Commandment” 
of tithe to the Body of Messiah today. 

There are pastors that claim that the giving of tithes will cause God to bless you. The 
claim is made on the promise that God blesses us 100 fold - when  we obey the 
Commandment to tithe. 

You will have heard this version: 

“The Kingdom of God must expand!!  

So you must GIVE!!   

For example: Give R2 000 and GOD will bless you 100 
fold.” 

What’s wrong with this logic? 

If this is true it should work the other way around - the pastor should give you R2 000 and 
then he (and the church) will be blessed 100 fold. 

(e) We must give three (3) tithes to honour God - I call this strange fire! 

One of the strangest teachings that we find is the so-called THREE tithing system - 
originally drafted by Herbert Armstrong, and later taken up by others, the idea was created 
that God expected mankind to make three tithes per year. 

A teaching has been thought up by people that will have us believe that we are to tithe 3 
tenths of every thing that we have. 

This comes from the fact that tithes are mentioned in more than one place, and rather than 
accept that the WORD is merely building on the precept—they claim this as a right.  

Unfortunately, many in the church are as infatuated with money as the world systems are. 
There is no concept or pattern that shows that the church should “have plenty when the 
people are poor”.  
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In fact, it is the very opposite: 

The principle of Jubilee sets out exactly the opposite namely, that every family would be 
put back into a position of landowner every fifty (50) years. 

The Rabbi Maimondes in the 12th century refuted this completely, however, within some 
Jewish circles this teaching persists.  A TWO-tithe system was taken up in the Mishnah in 
about 200 AD. 

The Mishnah is one of the Jewish books that records the teaching of man.  

As such, these teachings are not Biblical - as mankind has a habit of placing their views on 
the table as “truth”.  

After the temple system fell away, those who considered themselves Levites found 
themselves in predicament - how would they survive?  

It is clear that part of the tithe should go to widows / orphans / strangers in need.  

However, now that the temple no longer exists, the people are not as connected with the 
Bible as they were, and in order to make sure that the rabbi’s also received enough to live 
on … they drafted this man-made tradition. 

Let us check to see if there is any validity in this teaching. 

i) Once again there is no Biblical basis for this teaching. 

Clearly set out in the passages that describe the tithe, is the wording “THE tithe”. Note the 
tithe belongs to God - who then “pays” the Levites for their labour? 

Leviticus 27:30-32 ‘And all THE tithe (tenth part) of the land, whether the seed of the 
land or the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s; it is holy to the Lord. 31 If a man wishes to 
redeem any part of his tithe, he shall add one-fifth to it. 32 For every tithe of the herd or 
flock, whatever passes under the (shepherd’s) staff, the tenth one shall be holy to the 
Lord. 

Numbers 18:21 “Behold, I have given the Levites all the tithe in Israel as an 
inheritance, in return for their service which they perform, the service of the Tent of 
Meeting (Tabernacle). 
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ii) Simple mathematics shows this to be false. 

The tithe is created as a means to ensure that the 
tribe of Levi survive. Recall, they will do Tabernacle 
service BUT do not get an allocation of the farmland. 
Their temple duties mean that they will work during 
the FEAST celebration days and for the two-week 
allotment stretch when they are on duty. 

God does not want them to worry about board and 
lodgings - He therefore provides for them in a 
unique manner. 

They inherit a house for free to live in. 
They get food without working. 

The how: 

There are 13 tribes - Ephraim and Manasseh are counted as two separate tribes. 
  
If each of the 12 tribes who have farmland brings a tithe, then one tribe can survive for a 
year. 

The system was to have ‘enough’ – there is no intention in this system for the Levites to 
become wealthy as a result. 

SUMMARY 

I believe that we are called to tithe and bring offerings in thankfulness for the “land / 
abilities / gifts” that He gave us all. 

We do not have to justify this position—but we certainly do not want to give under that 
false pretense that some of these teachings indicate. 
 

The next Question clearly is: WHAT DO WE TITHE? 


The Bible is clear: 

Tithes are made up of: 
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Seed of the land.  
Fruit of the tree. 
And the increase of the herds / flocks. 

Leviticus 27:30-32 ‘‘And all the tithe (tenth 
part) of the land, whether the seed of the 
land or the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s; it is 
holy to the Lord. If a man wishes to redeem 
any part of his tithe, he shall add one-fifth to it. 
For every tithe of the herd or flock, whatever 
passes under the (shepherd’s) staff, the tenth 
one shall be holy to the Lord.” 

(See also Deuteronomy 14:28-29) 

IMPORTANTLY we note these words: 

“That which is holy unto God”. 

It is not stated, but clearly, all things unholy / unclean CAN NEVER be used as tithes. 
So pigs / ostriches and so forth, cannot be tithed. 

We are discussing the Old Testament definition of what to tithe. 

Keep in mind that Paul teaches us that we must walk in the physical / Old Testament 
principles, but that we must also transform into the spiritual values of the Heavenly 
Tabernacle. 

We will discuss that process of transformation later on. 

The question is who must tithe… because many of us don’t have farms!!! 

Well, what happened in Canaan? 

The children of Israel entered the Land. They defeated the enemy and allocated Land to 
every single family. When the father passed away, the eldest son inherits the land. 

(Recall that he would have been called into service in the Tabernacle—the right of the first-
born—but this principle was placed on hold after the people sin and the Levites are 
appointed temporary stewards of the priestly office.) 

This son gets: 

LAND FREE!! 

No interest - no capital repayments and the principle of Jubilee – the Land will always 
return to the family. In exchange for this “gift” - he tithes. WHY? 

He is the “owner” of the land.  

�11



         

He is the farmer. 
He has to tithe of the INCREASE of that which is harvested. 

The other children: 
  
Simply, because they have NO land - they are free to go out and do anything that they 
want to—fisherman, storekeeper, and so forth. They get the opportunity to step into any 
form of business that they like. 

But tithing has to do with specific products. 

They will NOT tithe (unless they have a fruit tree in the garden). 

BUT they will GIVE as their heart leads them. 

They give whatever they feel led to give as a cheerful giver. In today’s terms it would be 
“money” that represents the “increase” of whatever you earn. 

HOW TO TITHE  

The “how to” tithe is set out for us in Deuteronomy 14 and 26. 

Let us set out this pattern of TITHE clearly. 

(a) In year 1 and 2 and in years 4 and 5 we will take the tithe in cash to Jerusalem where 
we will enjoy the Feast, bless the Land and city, and leave whatever remains over for 
the Levites. 

This is not a license to ‘live it up’ in luxury. The idea is that we will come together as 
believers to indicate to the world that God is King - that the land is His Land - AND that we 
believe that the Messiah will return to rule and reign. We also go to Israel to BLESS the 
Land, and its economy. 

Deuteronomy 14:22-27 “Every year you shall certainly tithe (a tenth) of all the yield 
of your seed which is produced by your field. You shall eat the tithe (tenth) of your 
grain, your new wine, your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and your flock before the Lord 
your God in the place where He chooses to establish His Name (Presence), so that you 
may learn to fear (and worship) the Lord your God (with awe-filled reverence and profound 
respect) always. If the place where the Lord your God chooses to set His Name 
(Presence) is a great distance from you and you are not able to carry your tithe, because 
the Lord your God has blessed you (with such an abundance), then you shall exchange 
your tithe for money, and take the money in your hand and go to the place (of worship) 
which the Lord your God chooses. You may spend the money for anything your heart 
desires: for oxen, or sheep, or wine, or (other) strong drink, or anything else you want. 
You shall eat there in the presence of the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your 
household. Also you shall not neglect the Levite who is within your (city) gates, for he does 
not have a share (of land) or an inheritance among you.” 
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(b) In every 3rd and 6th years you will take the tithe produce and distribute it amongst the 
Levite, widow, orphan, and the stranger in your midst. 

There is an important requirement to note here. People have got used to the idea, that 
they will give to some or other church, ministry / organization, and then that ministry takes 
on the responsibility to “distribute” the tithe / offering in accordance with the Bible. 

This is not Biblical. 

You must distribute in your area of influence - your community - your street. 

Deuteronomy 14:28-29 “At the end of every third year you shall bring out all the tithe 
of your produce for that year, and shall store it up within your (city) gates. The Levite, 
because he has no share (of land) or an inheritance among you, and the stranger, and the 
orphan and the widow who are within your (city) gates, shall come and eat and be 
satisfied, so that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.” 

(See also Deuteronomy 26:11-13) 

(c) In the 7th year we rest - therefore there will be no tithe. 

(d) YOU must make a PROCLAMATION. 

Have you ever done this? 
Have you given your offerings to someone else to distribute? 

As a personal act—I must follow God’s Commandment. This implies that I must distribute 
the tithe to the widow / orphan and stranger THAT IS IN MY MIDST. If I merely give to 
some ministry (say in the USA), then I am not impacting the community that I live in and I 
therefore fail to get the impact for which the tithe was intended. 
  

How can you tell God that the widow/orphan and stranger in YOUR midst have 
been cared for if you did not make sure it happens? 
Have any of your precious offerings been blessed? 

The Bible is clear … to tithe is a personal act of faith. 

For those who have given or made bountiful offerings to all sorts of ministries or 
organizations can expect that God will look favourably upon their offering.  

However, the concept of tithing is very clearly a Commandment to provide FOOD for the 
Levites and to impact the needy in a community. If you have not done this, then you will 
not be able to stand before God in the three year cycle and declare that you have tithed 
according to His Will. 

Deuteronomy 26:3-13 “You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to 
him, ‘I declare this day to the Lord my God that I have entered the land which the Lord 
swore to our fathers to give us.’ 
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Then the priest will take the basket from you and place it before the altar of the Lord 
your God. And you shall say before the Lord your God, ‘My father (Jacob) was a 
wandering Aramean, and he (along with his family) went down to Egypt and lived there (as 
strangers), few in number; but while there he became a great, mighty and populous nation. 
And the Egyptians treated us badly and oppressed us, and imposed hard labor on us. 
Then we cried out to the Lord, the God of our fathers for help, and He heard our voice and 
saw our suffering and our labor and our (cruel) oppression; and the Lord brought us out of 
Egypt with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and with great terror (suffered by 
the Egyptians) and with signs and with wonders; and He has brought us to this place and 
has given us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. And now, look, I have brought 
the first of the produce of the ground which You, O Lord, have given me.’ And you shall 
place it before the Lord your God, and shall worship before the Lord your God; and you 
and the Levite and the stranger (resident alien, foreigner) among you shall rejoice in all the 
good which the Lord your God has given you and your household. “When you have 
finished paying all the tithe of your produce the third year, (which is) the year of tithing, 
then you shall give it to the Levite, to the stranger, to the orphan, and to the widow, so that 
they may eat within the gates of your cities and be satisfied. “You shall say before the Lord 
your God, ‘I have removed the sacred portion (the tithe) from my house and also have 
given it to the Levite, to the stranger, to the orphan, and to the widow, in accordance with 
all that You have commanded me. I have not transgressed or forgotten any of Your 
Commandments.”  

WHEN DO WE START? 

People will want to know: we understand that there is a cycle to be followed—but when do 
we start - is there a defined time? 

Unfortunately, we have “lost” the first cycle that was instituted many years ago. However, 
tithing is a personal thing.  

In Deuteronomy 26 you read that YOU have to stand before God and declare. With this in 
mind, as soon as you have the understanding, you implement your cycle of giving. 

REMEMBER THE FIRST FRUIT 

Let us set out the First Fruit pattern clearly – we 
give of the FIRST, which God gave us anyway, so 
that the whole can be dedicated and holy. 

Part of our stewardship is the responsibility to bring 
a first-fruits offering of that which God has blessed 
you with. 

Once again, this offering is described in terms of 
physical fruit that grows naturally in the land. 

We will review the process of that offering, but 
keep in mind—this was meant for the Tabernacle 
in the wilderness, and the temple in Shiloh / 
Jerusalem.  
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We serve today in the Tabernacle made up of Living Stones… therefore we will have to not 
only keep the principle in the natural, but also transform this fruit into spiritual attributes. 

Leviticus 23:9-14 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 10 “Speak to the children of 
Israel and say to them, ‘When you enter the land which I am giving you and reap its 
harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest. 
11 He shall wave the sheaf before the Lord so that you may be accepted; the priest shall 
wave it on the day after the Sabbath. 12 Now on the day when you wave the sheaf you 
shall offer a male lamb one year old without blemish as a burnt offering to the Lord. 13 Its 
grain offering shall be two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with (olive) oil, an offering 
by fire to the Lord for a sweet and soothing aroma, with its drink offering (to be poured 
out), a fourth of a hin of wine. 14 You shall not eat any bread or roasted grain or new 
growth, until this same day when you bring in the offering to your God; it is a permanent 
statute throughout your generations wherever you may be. 

GOD BLESSES US 

The wonderful thing about tithes, first-
fruit offerings and so on, is that if we 
come before Him with a circumcised 
heart, as a cheerful giver, He will bless 
us. And it is all because you will be a 
living example of a Body of Messiah 
that is glowing with the Glory of God as 
you reflect His attributes. 

Deuteronomy 26:15 “Look down from Your holy dwelling above, from heaven, and bless 
Your people Israel, and the land which You have given us, as You have sworn to our 
fathers, a land (of plenty) flowing with milk and honey.” 

We have one further obligation:  

Leave the corner of the field – so that the poor can glean the leftovers and have food for 
the table. 

In ADDITION to the tithe, and the requirement to impact your community, God understands 
that there will be those who do not appear destitute—or who are merely passing through.  

He tells us to leave the corner of the field for others who want to eat—note—not to harvest 
for profit—but to eat. 

Today these are acts of charity (a packet of groceries in front of a door, buying electricity 
for a family, and so forth.) 

Deuteronomy 24:19-21 “When you reap your harvest in your field and have forgotten a 
sheaf (of grain) in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the stranger, for 
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the orphan, and for the widow, so that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work 
of your hands. When you beat (the olives off of) your olive tree, do not search through the 
branches again; (whatever is left) shall be for the stranger, for the orphan, and for the 
widow. “When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not glean it afterward; it 
shall be for the stranger, for the orphan, and for the widow.” 

Ruth 2:4-7 “It was then that Boaz came back from Bethlehem and said to the reapers, 
“The Lord be with you!” And they answered him, “The Lord bless you!” Then Boaz said to 
his servant who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is this?” The servant 
in charge of the reapers answered, “She is the young Moabite woman who came back with 
Naomi from the country of Moab. And she said, ‘Please let me glean and gather after 
the reapers among the sheaves.’ So she came and has continued (gathering grain) from 
early morning until now, except when she sat (resting) for a little while in the (field) house.” 

DO YOU ROB GOD? 

An interesting passage that often is used to pressurize people to tithe is found in: 

Malachi 3:8-11 “Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, ‘In what way 
have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings (you have withheld). You are cursed with a 
curse, for you are robbing Me, this whole nation! Bring all the tithes (the tenth) into the 
storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this,” says 
the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you (so 
great) a blessing until there is no more room to receive it. Then I will rebuke the devourer 
(insects, plague) for your sake and he will not destroy the fruits of the ground, nor will your 
vine in the field drop its grapes (before harvest),” says the Lord of hosts.” 

In this passages we find the words - do you rob the storehouse of God? 

(a) It’s not the people!! 

In the first place, a careful reading of this passage will reveal that it’s the Levites, who 
have already received the tithe, that are failing to bring their tithe (tenth of the tithe) to the 
storehouse—the storehouse is the terminology that signifies where the High Priest Aaron’s 
food is kept—it is not the people. 

(b) We no longer have a Levite as the High Priest. 

The New Testament is clear - the Levitical order has been done away with.  

Hebrews 7:11-12 “Now if perfection (a perfect fellowship between God and the worshiper) 
had been attained through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people were given the 
Law) what further need was there for another and different kind of priest to arise, one in 
the manner of Melchizedek, rather than one appointed to the order of Aaron? For when 
there is a change in the priesthood, there is of necessity a change of the law 
(concerning the priesthood) as well.” 
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In fact Y’shua /Jesus is now serving in the 
Tabernacle in Heaven as the GREAT HIGH PRIEST 
in the Order of MELCHIZEDEK. 

Hebrews 7:13-17 “For the One of whom these 
things are said belonged (not to the priestly line of 
Levi but) to another tribe, from which no one has 
officiated or served at the altar. For it is evident that 
our Lord descended from (the tribe of) Judah, and 
Moses mentioned nothing about priests in 
connection with that tribe. And this becomes even 

more evident if another priest arises in the likeness of 
Melchizedek, who has become a priest, not on the basis of a physical and legal 
requirement in the Law (concerning his ancestry as a descendant of Levi), but on the basis 
of the power of an indestructible and endless life. For it is attested (by God) of Him, “You 
(Christ) are a Priest forever according to the Order of Melchizedek.” 

He has no need for physical bread.  

(c) Tithing done in the final Book of the Old Testament does not validate tithing 
given to those who call themselves the “Levites” of today. 

The passage in Malachi, coming at the end of the Old Testament, does not imply that 
tithing was the order of the day. 

(i) We start of with a tithe-system when the Levites are appointed. 

Remember, this was not God’s first choice of plan. 

Initially, every single family would have had the firstborn son serving in the Tabernacle. The 
‘sin of the Golden Calf’ ruins everything—and it is the Levites that jump into action to stand 
with Moses - because of this they are rewarded with the priesthood. 

God’s original plan is for every family to have firstborn son in the Tabernacle. 

The Levites are an interim plan. 

When the Tabernacle is destroyed, the Levite-priesthood ends. It is for this reason that the 
Jews SO DESPERATELY want to rebuild the temple—it will reinstate the priesthood. 

We have a GREAT HIGH PRIEST in a Heavenly Tabernacle. 

We still tithe - just as Y’shua /Jesus says in Matthew 13:23 but not to give “board” to the 
Levites. We tithe in the physical so that we can “see / understand / grasp” the principle of 
the SPIRITUAL TITHE. Y’shua /Jesus says —these are the weighted things—if we tithe in 
physical things, but fail to bring an offering of deeds of justice / compassion / faith / 
humility, then we are still living under the order of the Levites. 
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Y’shua /Jesus however tells us that we, believers in Him, Sons of Abraham through 
adoption, are to be priests in His Tabernacle. In other words, we are restored to the 
original plan. 

(ii) The Israelites decide that they want a king. (1 Samuel 8) 

God grants their desires, but tells them that the king will rule with taxes. God remains God, 
but the king rules –Tax but NO tithe. God is either GOD AND KING in which case tithes 
apply 

If GOD is only GOD BUT NOT KING then we pay TAX to the earthly king. 

(iii) The people sin and are taken into exile. Therefore: No harvest - no tithe. 

(iv) The people return, rebuild the city walls and the temple - (It’s described for us in 
the books of Ezra/Nehemiah) 

It’s after the period of exile, and once again the Israelites have no earthly king. 

So God is God AND God and God is KING. 

God rules again.The people tithe. 

But the time of the order of Levi is short. 

Ezra 6:16-20 “And all Israel—the priests, the Levites, and the rest of the (former) exiles—
celebrated the dedication of this house of God with joy. They offered at the dedication of 
this house of God 100 bulls, 200 rams, 400 lambs, and, as a sin offering for all Israel, 12 
male goats, according to the number of Israel’s tribes. Then they appointed the priests to 
their divisions and the Levites in their orders for the service of God at Jerusalem, as it is 
written in the Book of Moses. The (former) exiles kept the Passover on the fourteenth 
(day) of the first month. For the priests and the Levites had purified themselves together; 
all of them were (ceremonially) clean. So they slaughtered the Passover lamb for all the 
exiles, for their brothers the priests, and for themselves.”  

However, the priesthood defined by a family line of Levites is coming to an end.  
Soon Y’shua /Jesus will come and begin the process of restitution. 

He changes the priesthood from Levi to that of Melchizedek. 
He changes the Tabernacle from wood / skins / hides to that made up of Living 
Stones. 
He impressed upon us to let go of the traditions of man, and remain focused on 
the Commandments of God. 

He shows us that by a walk of obedience in the physical, we can learn to understand the 
protocol that allows us to enter into His Heavenly Tabernacle with confidence. 
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DO YOU TITHE ON AN INHERITANCE? 

The answer is a simple NO… 

There are leaders that seem to imply that tithing is also required when someone receives a 
lump-sum benefit. This is not valid. I submit the following reasons why I say this has no 
Biblical validity. 

(A) We tithe on the increase only. 

We see clearly that we are to tithe on the increase. 

If we have 5 bags of seed—plant this and harvest 8 bags then we tithe on the 3 bags of 
increase. Even more simply revealed within the example of livestock, we tithe the 10th one 
that passes under the rod. 

For example: 

The farmer has 5 sheep,there are 3 lambs born in the year. 
There is NO tithe. 

The farmer has 12 sheep, there are 6 lambs born in the year. 
The tithe is one sheep  

I am saying that tithing is on the ‘increase of a harvest’. 

An inheritance is not a harvest—it is the passing on of the initial promise for every tribe to 
have an allotment of land. 

These verses prove the point of INCREASE!!! 

Leviticus 19:25 “In the fifth year you may eat the fruit (of the trees), this is so that their 
yield may increase for you; I am the Lord your God.” 

Leviticus 26:4  “… then I will give you rain in its season, and the land will yield her 
produce and the trees of the field bear their fruit.” 

Deuteronomy 7:13 “He will love you and bless you and multiply you; He will also bless the 
fruit of your womb and the fruit of your land, your grain and your new wine and your (olive) 
oil, the offspring of your cattle and the young of your flock, in the land which He swore to 
your fathers to give you.” 

(B) We cannot sell property… 

On entering the Land, we are all given a piece of land. It will be enough to provide for the 
family needs.  
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In fact, we find the statement that the land actually belongs to God—and the family merely 
has lifelong rights. 

God understands that families can get into financial difficulty. A way out will be to dispose 
of this asset. 

But it does not belong to us fully. 

And,  

The principle of Jubilee is in place—we can therefore only sell the economic rights of the 
harvests of the land for the period remaining until the Jubilee.  The calculation is as 
follows: the harvest potential, multiplied (X) by the number of years remaining until the next 
season of Jubilee arrives.  

All property will be returned to the family at the end of a fifty (50)-year cycle. 

1 Chronicles 28:8 “Now therefore, in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the Lord, and 
in the hearing of our God, observe and seek after all the Commandments of the Lord your 
God so that you may possess the good land and leave it as an inheritance to your sons 
after you forever.” 

(C) We do not tithe on windfall profits. 

The Bible makes provision for damages/restitution in the case of crimes and losses. We 
do not tithe on these windfalls as they do not qualify as increase. 

Exodus 21:37 “If a man steals an ox or sheep and kills or sells it, he shall make restitution 
of five oxen for an ox or four sheep for a sheep.” 

Exodus 22:1-4 “If a thief caught in the act of breaking in is beaten to death, it is not 
murder; unless it happens after sunrise, in which case it is murder. A thief must make 
restitution; so if he has nothing, he himself is to be sold to make good the loss from the 
theft. If what he stole is found alive in his possession, he is to pay double, no matter 
whether it is an ox, a donkey or a sheep. If a person causes a field or vineyard to be 
grazed over or lets his animal loose to graze in someone else’s field, he is to make 
restitution from the best produce of his own field and vineyard. If a fire is started and 
spreads to thorns, so that stacked grain, standing grain or a field is destroyed, the person 
who lit it must make restitution. If a person entrusts a neighbor with money or goods, and 
they are stolen from the trustee’s house, then, if the thief is found, he must pay double.” 

Leviticus 6:1-5 “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “If anyone sins and commits a 
breach of faith against the LORD by deceiving his neighbor in a matter of deposit or 
security, or through robbery, or if he has oppressed his neighbor or has found something 
lost and lied about it, swearing falsely—in any of all the things that people do and sin 
thereby— if he has sinned and has realized his guilt and will restore what he took by 
robbery or what he got by oppression or the deposit that was committed to him or the lost 
thing that he found or anything about which he has sworn falsely, he shall restore it in full 
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and shall add a fifth to it, and give it to him to whom it belongs on the day he realizes his 
guilt.” 

HOW DO WE TITHE TODAY - WHAT IS 
GOD’S ADDRESS? 

The Old Testament was simple—bring the tithe and 
the first fruit offering to the Tabernacle – and for 
years that meant going to Shiloh and then 
Jerusalem. 

Where do we go today? 

Paul teaches us a critical principle, namely the 
physical will precede the spiritual and I alluded to 
this principle quite a few times as we progressed 
through these notes. 

It is a vital principle for us to understand. On one side we have the wilderness 
Tabernacle…on the other the Tabernacle of Living Stones. 

On one hand we have the Commandments in the physical, on the other hand we have to 
transform these into spiritual actions that are suitable for a Heavenly Kingdom.  

Understanding Y’shua’s /Jesus views on the matter it is clear that I must do—that is tithe in 
the physical—the mint,  while at the same time I must produce a tithe of weightier spiritual 
things as well. 

1 Corinthians 15:45-49 “So it is written (in Scripture), “The first man, Adam, became a 
living soul (an individual);” the last Adam (Christ) became a life-giving spirit (restoring the 
dead to life). However, the spiritual (the immortal life) is not first, but the physical (the 
mortal life); then the spiritual. The first man (Adam) is from the earth, earthy (made of 
dust); the second Man (Christ, the Lord) is from heaven. As is the earthly man (the man of 
dust), so are those who are of earth; and as is the heavenly (Man), so are those who are 
of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the earthly (the man of dust), (a)we will 
also bear the image of the heavenly (the Man of heaven).” 

Importantly, we must walk in the physical and that is why Y’shua /Jesus tells us to 
tithe of the mint, cumin, and anise. Tithes are the seeds / fruit of the land—I give of 
these if I have any real harvest. 

I will later on show that I believe that we are to tithe on the increase of a salary as well. 

Matthew 23:23 “You pay your tithes of mint, dill and cumin … These are the things you 
should have attended to.” 
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But Peter tells us that we are Priests in a Tabernacle made of Living Stones.The tithes 
were for the priests in order that they could eat and survive. This has changed. We tithe as 
He demands so that we as the Living Stone Tabernacle can reflect His GLORY. 

I Peter 2:4-10 “Come to Him (the risen Lord) as to a living Stone which men rejected and 
threw away, but which is choice and precious in the sight of God. You (believers), like 
living stones, are (a)being built up into a spiritual house for a holy and dedicated 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices (that are) acceptable and pleasing to God through 
Jesus Christ. For this is contained in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a chosen 
stone, a precious (honored) Cornerstone, And he who believes in Him (whoever adheres 
to, trusts in, and relies on Him) will never be disappointed (in his expectations).” This 
precious value, then, is for you who believe (in Him as God’s only Son—the Source of 
salvation); but for those who disbelieve, “The (very) stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief Cornerstone,” and, “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”; for 
they stumble because they disobey the word (of God), and to this they (who reject Him as 
Savior) were also appointed. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated 
nation, a (special) people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the 
excellencies (the wonderful deeds and virtues and perfections) of Him who called you out 
of darkness into His marvelous light. Once you were not a people (at all), but now you are 
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 

So it stands to reason that we must be able to: 

TRANSFORM THE PHYSICAL TITHE INTO SPIRITUAL ONE!!! 

AND that’s exactly what Y’shua (Jesus) says: 

Matthew 23:23 (b) “… but you have neglected the weightier matters of the Torah — 
justice, mercy, trust— without neglecting the others!” 

So it seems to me that your physical tithe is WORTHLESS unless your deeds / lifestyle 
and so on do not reflect a walk of: 

JUSTICE, COMPASSION, HUMILITY – FAITHFULNESS  

WE GIVE WITH CHEERFUL HEART 

We are encouraged to give with a cheerful heart. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has 
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

We know that we are stewards in this Kingdom. We know that we are priests serving in 
the Tabernacle of Living Stones. We know that we have been blessed with TALENTS and 
Gifts. 
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And so also the tithe of the increase on my income / salary. If you and I receive an 
increase - my salary goes from R10,000 to R15,000 then I have a harvest of increase. I 
should willingly tithe in a way that changes the community and reflects His glory.  

But tithe in the physical MUST be matched with deeds of justice / compassion / humility. 

You must “tithe” in the EARTHLY as well as the HEAVENLY Tabernacle or else your tithe 
has no value in the Kingdom. 

I can argue that the Bible says it is only seed / fruit / livestock - but the fact is, you and I 
are now living in the time of the SPIRITUAL realization of the taking of the LAND OF 
CANAAN.  

We have to bring SPIRITUAL GIFTS AS A TITHE - and just as we account for the physical, 
I submit that you must be able to stand before God and show: 
  

The times that you stood up for justice - (against those oppressing others—
against corruption). 
How you reached out to those suffering - (how you gave comfort and empathy 
and loving kindness to the hurting). 
How you lifted others hands up in humility. 

In the Bible times tithing was a three times a year event, whenever there was a Feast / 
harvest.  

Today, we turn it into a monthly event.


Importantly, God’s desire is that you go to Jerusalem, 

to ENJOY the land 
and also to bless the land 
and also to show the WORLD that we believe God reigns there today. 

Giving a tithe somewhere in the world, and never making an effort to go to Jerusalem 
REDUCES the purpose and impact of the principle of the tithe. 

We are asked to bring a first-fruit offering - a physical fruit – in the Land of Canaan.  
I will not look at all of the fruit in this study. 

Suffice to say - we need to transform the physical fruit into spiritual fruit.  

It is not the intention of this study to go into the full detail of what the physical fruit 
represents, and what the spiritual fruit should look like.  

You will recall that the Israelites returned from their ‘spy’ adventure carrying a bunch of 
grapes that was so large that it needed the strength of two men. In addition, they also 
brought with them figs and pomegranates. 
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A FINAL THOUGHT  
We can become fixated by the physical and miss the spiritual meaning of 
worshipping in the Tabernacle. 

Such is the story of the widow’s mite -  we all bring an offering. It is natural to look at those 
who make huge offerings and think that they are “holy” serving God and then look at the 
widow’s mites and think that her offering is less valuable. Y'shua (Jesus) makes sure that 
we understand that it is not the size, but the degree of circumcision of the heart that 
matters in the Kingdom of God. 

But don’t focus on the physical… 

Make sure that you are building spiritual tithes and offerings that are made of gold / 
silver. 

Luke 21:1-4 “Looking up, He saw the rich people putting their gifts into the treasury. And 
He saw a poor widow putting in two small copper coins. He said, “Truly I say to you, this 
poor widow has put in (proportionally) more than all of them; for they all put in gifts from 
their abundance; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” 

Or else: 

Luke 6:43-45 “For there is no good tree which produces bad fruit, nor, on the other hand, 
a bad tree which produces good fruit. For each tree is known and identified by its own fruit. 
For figs are not picked from thorn bushes, nor is a cluster of grapes picked from a briar 
bush. The (intrinsically) good man produces what is good and honorable and moral out of 
the good treasure (stored) in his heart; and the (intrinsically) evil man produces what is 
wicked and depraved out of the evil (in his heart); for his mouth speaks from the overflow 
of his heart.” 

Physical fruit  Spiritual fruit

Grape The art of Compassion – In these examples:  
Bonding with the children, Providing an emotionally stable home, 
Teaching children values.

Fig The art of Humility- In these examples: Building character, Teaching 
your children to keep their feet on the ground, Building the capacity to 
stand in difficult times.

Pomegranate The art of Loving – kindness - In these examples:  
Teaching children to think of others, teaching them to help those who 
are weak, Teaching them to be involved in the community.
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My prayer is that you will avoid the pitfall of unnecessary arguments about tithing, and 
focus on developing spiritual harvests that reflect His Glory. 
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Th e Grape
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What are the attributes of the grape that we must build into our lives? Righteous 
Noah planted the first grapevine after the flood. This act of planting was both physical, in 
the sense that it meant that man was replanting the plants, trees, and herbs that had been 
destroyed. Noah was recreating and re-enacting the work of GOD set-out in Genesis: 

Genesis 1:11 “11  And God said, Let the earth put forth (tender) vegetation: plants yielding 
seed and fruit trees yielding fruit whose seed is in itself, each according to its kind, 
upon the earth. And it was so.” 

 
Man was renewing the 
multiplication 
principle of the seed. 

In the spiritual domain, Noah was 
making a prophetic declaration that 
GOD’s Plan would come to pass, 
that mankind would be a true 
reflection of his Creator. Y’shua 
(Jesus) turned the water into wine 
as the first miracle of HIS ministry. 
John tells us that Y’shua (Jesus) 
was in the beginning and HE was 
the WORD. The vine produces 
wine, which we will see represents 
HIS Blood. 

The act of turning the water to wine 
is directly compared to the image of 
GOD being turned into the Living, 

Walking Word. This is therefore a clear message that our fruit, if indeed we 
do reflect the Fruit of the Holy Spirit, will be a direct reflection of GOD. 

John 2:10 “And said to him, Everyone else serves his best wine first, and when people 
have drunk freely, then he serves that which is not so good; but you have kept back the 
good wine until now!” 

(1) It represents faith and truth. The righteous will have their garments washed in HIS 
Blood. The fruit of the vine (wine) is a symbol that we use to show our in-grafting into 
the Body of Messiah. Our faith in GOD is the one thing which set us apart from any 
other belief system. Abraham more than any other, visibly demonstrates faith to us: 

He leaves everything that he knows to go where GOD tells him. 
He waits for a son that never seems to arrive. 
He prepares to offer this son on GOD’s request knowing, by faith, that GOD 
WOULD provide. 

Genesis 49:11 “Binding His foal to the vine and His donkey’s colt to the choice vine, He 
washes His garments in wine and His clothes in the blood of grapes.” 
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(2) It represents forgiveness. The picture of the Messiah on the cross has long been 
seen as a symbol of the complete sacrifice. There in front of all who gathered to 
witness the event, Y’shua (Jesus) cries out “FORGIVE them, they do not know what 
they are doing”. The Blood of the Messiah mingles with the water in HIS Body … In the 
physical, John tells us that the WORD of GOD is like a water/well. In the spiritual, 
water/well represents salvation. 

We have the picture of the  WORD of GOD giving us salvation, providing the complete 
forgiveness that we so desperately need. Those for whom this forgiveness has 
become a reality, this remnant will choose to obey GOD’s Commandments and 
celebrate HIS return every Shabbat. 

Revelation 14:18 “And another angel came forth from the altar, (the angel) who has 
authority and power over fire, and he called with a loud cry to him who had the sharp 
scythe (sickle), Put forth your scythe and reap the fruitage of the vine of the earth, for 
its grapes are entirely ripe.” 

Genesis 49:11 “Binding His foal to the vine and His donkey’s colt to the choice vine, He 
washes His garments in wine and His clothes in the blood of grapes.” 

Y’shua (Jesus) tells us that as we celebrate HIS Victory, we can expect to receive rest, 
peace, and full provision. 

(3) It represents faithfulness. GOD understands that man will stray. GOD knows that a 
remnant will always return. As Father Who has lost a Son, HE continues to watch for 
the prodigal’s return. HE waits to receive and restore the son. HE declares, 

“How can I give up on you?” 

"  

In the searching, HE sees the son’s potential (the grape and the fig). 
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Hosea 9:10 “I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the first 
ripe fruit on the fig tree in its first season, but they went to Baal-peor and consecrated 
themselves to that shameful thing (Baal), and they became detestable and loathsome like 
that which they loved.” 

HE proclaims the son’s restoration. 

Hosea 14:5-7 “I will be like the dew and the night mist to Israel; he shall grow and 
blossom like the lily and cast forth his roots like (the sturdy evergreens of) 
Lebanon. His suckers and shoots shall spread, and his beauty shall be like the olive tree 
and his fragrance like (the cedars and aromatic shrubs of) Lebanon. They that dwell under 
his shade shall return; they shall revive like the grain and blossom like the vine; the scent 
of it shall be like the wine of Lebanon.” 

(4) It represents freedom. The Israelites have been delivered out of Eygpt. They are 
about to enter the Promised Land. Largely due to the fact that although they are 
physically free, in their hearts they remain slaves. When the twelve spies go into the 
Land to see what they will inherit, they return with a bunch of grapes that is so big that 
they are forced to have two men carry it. The bunch of grapes shows the enormity 
of the gift of freedom. 

Our worldview of freedom has largely been reduced to the removal of all forms of slavery 
and oppression. We think in terms of the making of the bricks! However, the Israelites 
showed us clearly that slavery is also a state of the mind. As soon as they experienced 
other hardships in the desert, they wanted to go back to the known, rather than to 
face the unknown. True freedom therefore means that we are free to follow GOD and 
willingly obey HIS Commandments. 

Amos 9:13-14 “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, that the plowman shall 
overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him who sows the seed; and the 
mountains shall drop sweet wine and all the hills shall melt (that is, everything 
heretofore barren and unfruitful shall overflow with spiritual blessing). And I will bring back 
the exiles of My people Israel, and they shall build the waste cities and inhabit them; and 
they shall plant vineyards and drink the wine from them; they shall also make gardens 
and eat the fruit of them.” 

The Bible often speaks of “drunkenness” or the fact that we are not to indulge in strong 
alcohol. Is this only a matter of a restriction in the physical domain, or is there another 
important message for us?  

What do we need to understand about this in the spiritual domain? Drunkenness is also a 
description in the spiritual domain. It is revealed by those who use the Bible as a means to 
control and manipulate others. We see it in: 

Those who have no spiritual insight, who have dogmatic, repetitive words. 
Those who speak/preach in contradiction to Biblical truth. 
Those who take part in argumentative debates and are always right. 
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… are the ones who are drunk on the wine of self-effort and deceit. 

Leviticus 10:9 “Do not drink wine or strong drink, you or your sons, when you go into the 
Tent of Meeting, lest you die; it shall be a statute forever in all your generations.” 

 

Isaiah 16:10 “And gladness is taken 
away, and joy out of the plentiful field; 
and in the vineyards there is no 
singing, nor is there joyful sound; 
the treaders tread out no wine in the 
presses, for the shout of joy has been 
made to cease.” 

Isaiah 29:9-10 “Stop and wonder (at 
this prophecy, if you choose, whether 
you understand it or not; soon you will 
witness the actual event) and be 
confounded (reluctant ly)! Bl ind 
yourselves (now, if you choose; take 

your pleasure) and then be blinded (at 
the actual occurrence). They are drunk, but not from wine; they stagger, but not from 
strong drink (but from spiritual stupor). For the Lord has poured out on you the spirit of 
deep sleep. And He has closed your eyes, the prophets; and your heads, the seers, He 
has covered and muffled.” 

Let’s have a look at the Hebrew letter-picture for vine … 

The Hebrew word for “vine” is G-(e)-P-(e)-N (Strong’s Hebrew 1612). It is made up of the 
following letters: 

Gimmel = ripen, nourish until completely ripe, reward, weaned, man in motion. 
Pey = mouth, speech, opening, entrance, border (a place where significant 
things happen). 
Nun = to root, to sprout, propagate, to flourish.  

Compassion


This blessing is captured in the word compassion. What are some aspects of compassion 
that we can define: 

Bonding with your children, teaching them that a father always loves 
unconditionally. 
Providing a secure and stable environment, showing them that GOD’s Ways 
are true irrespective of the tribulations that we face. 
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Ensuring that we teach our children to help those who do not have, 
learning to share. 

We find a very interesting picture in these descriptions.  

The “body” of the word (the outer two letters) create the picture of something that has life, 
is growing fast and also shows that the fruit will be good / ripe.  

Man is to be this body that produces a fruit, which is carried on the inside and which is 
brought forth by opening his mouth to declare prophetic words of blessing. 

Ruth and Naomi

 
If we build this kind of foundation, our 
children will know how to see the need 
and give in faith. 

I think that Ruth learned to be 
compassionate.  

We find someone who: 

Grows up in a pagan house. 
Comes to a place where she in 
adopted into the Tribe. 
Realizes that her adopted mother 
has a connection with a Living God, 
And makes a commitment to serve 
in the same way that the Messiah 
would many years later. 
Practically, she lives out the 
Commandment to honour one’s 
parents. 

Naomi, is old and cannot look after herself. Ruth goes back with her to her home, and 
works in the corners of the fields, to pick up the meal-of-the–day … she serves with love. 

Ruth 2:2-3, 11 “And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, Let me go to the field and glean 
among the ears of grain after him in whose sight I shall find favor. Naomi said to her, Go, 
my daughter. And (Ruth) went and gleaned in a field after the reapers; and she 
happened to stop at the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of 
Elimelech. 11And Boaz said to her, I have been made fully aware of all you have done for 
your mother-in-law since the death of your husband, and how you have left your father and 
mother and the land of your birth and have come to a people unknown to you before.” 

�31



         

"  

Th e Fig

�32



         

What are the attributes of the fig that we have to build into our lives? The fig tree is 
the first tree mentioned in the Word. Mankind turns to the fig to cover the sin … 
however GOD provides HIS Own Remedy. 
 
(i) It represents living in safety, 

prosperity, and security. The fig 
fruit has always been seen as a 
delicacy. In its natural form, the 
multiple sweet seeds inside 
seem to suggest the very seed of 
man. We see the picture of 
regeneration in the seeds. As a 
dried or treated form, it makes a 
sweet jam/preserve. A single tree 
can produce such a bountiful 
harvest that many a mouth will be 
filled. The Torah references always 
picture a man and his family at rest, 
under a fig tree. 

1 Kings 4:25 “Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and fig tree, from 
Dan to Beersheba, all of Solomon’s days.” 

2 Kings 18:31-32 “Hearken not to Hezekiah, for thus says the king of Assyria: Make your 
peace with me and come out to me, and eat every man from his own vine and fig tree 
and drink every man the waters of his own cistern, Until I come and take you away to a 
land like your own, a land of grain and vintage fruit, of bread and vineyards, of olive trees 
and honey, that you may live and not die. Do not listen to Hezekiah when he urges you, 
saying, The Lord will deliver us.” 

Haggai 2:19 “Is the harvested grain any longer in the barn? As to the grapevine, the fig 
tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree—they have not yet borne. From this day on I will 
bless you.” 

(ii) It represents the returning Messiah. Y’shua (Jesus) teaches on the end-times and 
the returning Kingdom of GOD. Shortly after this, He uses the flowering / 
fruitfulness of the fig as a sign and as a symbol of the time of His return. 

This prophetic word has multiple levels. In the physical domain, we have seen this come to 
pass. Israel has been born-again in one day as an independent nation, Jews have been 
returning home over the past fifty or so years,  

Matthew 24:32-35 “From the fig tree learn this lesson: as soon as its young shoots 
become soft and tender and it puts out its leaves, you know of a surety that summer is 
near. So also when you see these signs, all taken together, coming to pass, you may know 
of a surety that He is near, at the very doors. Truly I tell you, this generation (the whole 
multitude of people living at the same time, in a definite, given period) will not pass away 
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till all these things taken together take place. Sky and earth will pass away, but My words 
will not pass away.” 

(iii) It represents friendship. We try to be neighbourly. We try to love our fellowman. 
The pursuit of the world’s goals however clouds man’s idea of values …  

The person who stands back for others, who turns the other cheek often is seen as soft/
weak instead of humble. However, we know that a time will come when we will not have to 
try to find out what our friends’ real motives are, a day when your word will be your word. 

Zechariah 2:11 “And many nations shall join themselves to the Lord in that day and shall 
be My people. And I will dwell in the midst of you, and you shall know (recognize and 
understand) that the Lord of hosts has sent me (His messenger) to you.” 

How critical it is therefore to show this attribute to your children, to have them learn the 
value of trust. A father’s word must be his honour. 

Zechariah 3:10 “In that day, says the Lord of hosts, you shall invite each man his neighbor 
under his own vine and his own fig tree.” 

(iv) It represents righteous rulers. Those who are placed in positions of leadership 
have a great responsibility. GOD specifically says that HE will judge those who lead/
teach harshly, if they fail to represent Him in Truth and in Spirit. We are at all 
times to seek to walk in integrity with our fellowman. 

 
We see also the example given where the 
Assyrians will try to give the Israelites a false 
promise, where they say that we will sit in peace 
under our own fig tree if we listen to the words of 
the kingdom of darkness. 

2 Kings 18:31 “31  Hearken not to Hezekiah, for 
thus says the king of Assyria: Make your peace 
with me and come out to me, and eat every man 
from his own vine and fig tree and drink every 
man the waters of his own cistern,” 

Proverbs 27:18 “18  Whoever tends the fig tree 
shall eat its fruit; so he who patiently and 
faithfully guards and heeds his master shall be 
honored.” 

Paul tells us that the ONE GOD Who plants and 
waters is the same One Who holds everything 

that we are in HIS Hand. 
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1 Corinthians 3:8 “He who plants and he who waters are equal (one in aim, of the same 
importance and esteem), yet each shall receive his own reward (wages), according to 
his own labor.” 

Judges 9:10 “Then the trees said to the fig tree, You come and reign over us.” 

The fig that is cursed / barren represents those leaders who do not reveal GOD’s 
attributes. In a sense, it therefore also states that such men are really part of 
Babylon. They are men who have lost direction. 

Jeremiah


Jeremiah is a prophet who can see the destruction that is being caused in his time. 
However, he can see a picture of a future time when fathers will be true leaders of integrity. 
He uses the fig that is very good to define Godly leadership, and figs that are inedible as 
those who represent the worst fathers/men. 

Jeremiah 24:3 “Then the Lord said to me, What do you see, Jeremiah? And I said, Figs—
the good figs very good, and the bad very bad, so bad that they cannot be eaten.” 

Here GOD tells us that good seed produces good fruit will always have a pathway back to 
GOD set out for them. As soon as they would repent, then GOD will respond. 

Jeremiah 24:5-7 “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Like these good figs, so will I 
regard the captives of Judah whom I have sent out of this place into the land of the 
Chaldeans for their good. For I will set My eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them 
again to this land; and I will build them up and not pull them down, and I will plant them 
and not pluck them up. And I will give them a heart to know (recognize, understand, and 
be acquainted with) Me, that I am the Lord; and they will be My people, and I will be their 
God, for they will return to Me with their whole heart.” 

 
Here GOD tells us what the end result will be 
of a father who fails to produce a harvest of 
good fruit from his garden. So few people 
understand or accept their responsibility to 
role-model a Godly lifestyle. Many a son 
have heard the words, “I had to carve my 
own success … you will have to do the 
same”. 

Jeremiah 24:8-9 “And as for the bad figs, 
which are so bad that they cannot be eaten, 
surely thus says the Lord, So will I give up 
Zedekiah king of Judah and his princes and 
the residue of Jerusalem who remains in 
this land and those who dwell in the land of 
Egypt. I will even give them up to be a dismay and a horror and to be tossed to and fro 
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among all the kingdoms of the earth for evil, to be a reproach, a byword or proverb, a 
taunt, and a curse in all places where I will drive them.” 

Any form of religion that does not turn it’s belief system into practical good works is equal 
to a fig tree that is withered. 

Revelation 14:8 “Then another angel, a second, followed, declaring, Fallen, fallen is 
Babylon the great! She who made all nations drink of the (maddening) wine of her 
passionate unchastity (idolatry).” 

Let’s look at the Hebrew letter-picture for “fig” … 

The Hebrew word for “fig” is T-(e)-N-(a)-H (Strong’s 8384). It is made up of the following 
letters: 

Tav = mark, sign, label, or a seal of truth. 
Nun = to root, sprout, flourish.  
Hey = to behold, here is, divine manifestation or life, a self-expression of how 
you see GOD, your thoughts, words, actions. 

What a wonderful picture this is! 

The “body” of the word (the two outside letters) make up this picture. The way I think, 
speak, and act on GOD’s Commandments (sh’ma) will be a sign/mark to others revealing 
the KING that I serve AND the truth of GOD’s Word. 

When I SH’MA  GOD’s Commandments, the seeds which I sow will take root and flourish. 1

This element that we need to include in the foundations is called humility. Humility, can be 
described with the following distinctive attributes: 

By building character into each child. The job of establishing a basis of 
values/principles by which we measure every situation with fairness and 
integrity. 
Teaching your child to keep their feet on the ground, to realize that success, 
power, and possessions are not the measure of a man, and that setbacks do not 
determine the final result. 
Building the capacity of tenacity to remain standing even when we have 
been disappointed, learning to understand that the overcomer will get the full 
benefits. 

 For additional study understanding the concept of SH’MA, see the article “SH’MA, A Hebraic 1

Concept That Everyone Can Embrace”, available for download at http://www.kanaanministries.org/
downloads/?did=173 

�36

http://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=173


         

David’s captain, Shammah


The example that I would like to use to highlight this attribute of humility is the story of 
one of David’s men. We often speak of humility as that aspect of being the least in the 
kingdom, we tend to think this means being weak or quiet. In fact, we are speaking about 
the ability to stand up for what is right, but not to do so for self-glory and reward. 

David’s captain, Shammah is a good 
example of this attribute. The people planted 
the seed and expected a good harvest. At the 
time when the lentils were ready to be 
harvested, the enemy – who had been doing 
no hard work themselves – came to take the 
fruit their labour. These farmers put in the 
effort, but together with their families, go 
hungry until the next season comes again. 

It’s a long time to wait to eat! 

This man goes to stand in the middle of the 
field. Note, not his own field – he is taking on 
someone else’s battle. He decides that it’s 
time to stand and fight against the big 
bullies of this world, to overcome and to 
give the harvest back to its rightful 
owners. 

2 Samuel 23:11-12 “Next to (Eleazar) was Shammah son of Agee the Hararite. The 
Philistines were gathered at Lehi on a piece of ground full of lentils; and the (Israelites) fled 
from the Philistines. But he stood in the midst of the ground and defended it and slew 
the Philistines; and the Lord wrought a great victory.” 
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What attributes does the pomegranate have that we are to bring into 
our lives?


The Hebrew word for this tree is “raman” and means “to rise up” and “to be 
mounted up”. This fruit has a unique shape, very much like a bell-shaped flower.  

The fruit can be sweet or sour. 

1. It represents the element of grace and usefulness. 

Exodus 28:34 “A gold bell and a pomegranate, a gold bell and a pomegranate, round 
about on the skirts of the robe.” 

Exodus 39:26 “A bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate, round about on the 
skirts of the robe for ministering, as the Lord commanded Moses.” 

 
In the Scriptures, we find this fruit used as a 
means to prevent the “clang” that will be heard if 
two bells are knocked together. Each bell has a 
beautiful sound on it’s own, however if we were to 
bring them together we would hear a clang, a 
harsh sound. 

Each one of us has a combination of the gifts of 
GOD. Those attributes that we contribute to the 
Body of Messiah are important. However, 
sometimes our gifts are too similar to someone 
else’s gifts, and if we have not yet come to a 
place of maturity, we will react to one another in 
the flesh, for example, in jealous and competition 
… this is an example of the bells clanging. 

The high priest’s robe was fitted with a pattern of 
bell, pomegranate … a bell, pomegranate … and 
so forth. 

E x o d u s 2 8 : 3 3 “ A n d y o u s h a l l m a k e 
pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet 
(stuff) around about its skirts, with gold bells 
between them;” 

2. It represents the element of abundance and fertility. The juicy seeds inside of the 
fruit are thought to number in the hundreds (the average number of seeds is 613, 
often associated with GOD’s Commandments) AND can be made into wine. Solomon 
uses this wine when he describes his love for his bride. 
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Song of Songs 8:2 “2  I would lead you and bring you into the house of my mother, who 
would instruct me. I would cause you to drink spiced wine and of the juice of my 
pomegranates.” 

3. It represents purity, goodness, and healing. It is well known that pomegranates are 
very healthy, containing several powerful antioxidants. In fact, pomegranate juice is 
used to prevent/cure some of the major diseases. 

4. It represents harmony. Solomon writes a love song to his beloved, to his bride. We 
see in this the hidden meaning that God as Bridegroom is also speaking to HIS Bride. 
The entire song is a reflection of the unity between two lovers – the interaction 
between two people who want to share everything they have with one another. 

This song speaks to the fact that everything I have I am prepared to give up in order 
that my bride can be fulfilled. This act of servanthood, of washing someone else’s feet, 
is demonstrated by Y’shua (Jesus) when as the Messiah, He chooses to let the disciples 
know that they are of utmost value. 

Harmony is demonstrated when those in positions of authority choose 
to lift up the hands of those whom they lead.


Song of Songs 4:3 “Your lips are like a thread of scarlet, and your mouth is lovely. Your 
cheeks are like halves of a pomegranate behind your veil.” 

Song of Songs 6:7 “Your cheeks are like halves of a pomegranate behind your veil.” 

Song of Songs 8:2 “I would lead you and bring you into the house of my mother, who 
would instruct me. I would cause you to drink spiced wine and of the juice of my 
pomegranates.” 

Let’s have a look at the Hebrew letter-picture for “pomegranate” … 

The Hebrew word for pomegranate is R-(i)-M-M-(o)-N (Strong’s Hebrew 7416), made up of 
the following letters: 

Resh = head, principle, prince, ruler, freedom. 
Mem = to incline, out-stretched arms, flowing waters. 
Nun = to root, sprout, propagate, flourish. 

When we allow GOD to change us, and mould us into HIS Image then, we become HIS 
Outstretched Arm and our actions become streams of Living Water. 

The word loving-kindness sums up this fruit. Some of the aspects of loving-kindness 
can be defined as: 
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The picture that is formed by these letters makes up the following image … the KING of 
kings, Messiah, is the Father / Ruler of the Body of Messiah, and HIS Creative Words, 
cause “good” things to flourish out of that which in the past was chaos. 

The capacity to always think of others, to realize that we don’t always know 
the circumstances that other people have to deal with, and therefore we become 
careful not to judge. 
The preparedness to care and help those who are weaker or less able to 
stand on their own, to understand how to reach out to others without them 
taking offence or feeling inadequate.  
The commitment to think of and develop the community – to empower 
others to build a legacy on their own. 
The ability to be on the look-out to see others doing good, and then to heap 
praises on the work. 

David


The example of loving-kindness that I want to highlight is that of David’s commitment to 
the covenantal promise that he made with Jonathan. 
 
After Saul had been killed, David is 
anointed as King. Not long after he 
becomes king, he sets out to see whether 
there are any relatives of his former friend 
still alive. 

He finds the lame-son of Jonathan, 
Mephibosheth, and brings him to his 
table with the promise to care for him. As 
new king, he has inherited and taken over 
all that belonged to Saul. 

When he finds the lame son, he restores 
all property that belonged to the 
family. 

2 Samuel 9:1, 7, 13 “and DAVID said, Is 
there still anyone left of the house of Saul 
to whom I may show kindness for 
Jonathan’s sake? 7David said to him, Fear not, for I will surely show you kindness for 
Jonathan your father’s sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul your father 
(grandfather), and you shall eat at my table always.13So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, 
for he ate continually at the king’s table, (even though) he was lame in both feet.” 
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What attributes do we find in the date palm that should build into our lives? The date 
palm has been found as an emblem on documents and stone carvings from the 
earliest of times. These images have also been found on coins, and most often reflected 
fertility, peace, or victory. 

1. It represents the ability to stand in spite of circumstances.  

The palm grows in areas where very little else will exist. The date has the capability to 
continue reaching up to the heavens. 

 
Man too, is blessed with GOD’s Potential. In the 
Garden of Eden, Adam revealed that he had the 
creative ability to name every animal with a 
name which described its characteristics. The 
fact that Adam sinned and was removed from a 
place of intimacy with GOD, does not mean that 
the gifting, talents, and abilities that GOD put 
into man have been cancelled as well. Paul 
tells us that these callings are irrevocable. 

Generation after another in the Bible have 
stood out as men and women who would be 
prepared to follow GOD without compromise 
and through all manner of tribulations. Fathers 
are required to teach their children that GOD 
will always provide an answer to a problem.  

Psalm 92:12 “12  The (uncompromisingly) righteous shall flourish like the palm tree 
(be long-lived, stately, upright, useful, and fruitful); they shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon 
(majestic, stable, durable, and incorruptible). 

2. It represents abundance. From this tree we get the date fruit, which is a source 
of food. We get a juice which is fermented into a wine … this was more than 
likely the milk which formed part of the promised “milk and honey”. 

We get timber from the stem, which was used to build the Tabernacle. We get the leaves 
that form baskets, coverings, and ropes. 

The children of Israel are on their way through the wilderness. One of the places they 
come to is the oasis of Elim. Here they find food (dates) to sustain them and water to 
invigorate them … and the shade of the palm to protect them from the hot desert sun. 
This is however not a place to stay. The stop-over gave them the strength to tackle the 
next stage of their journey. Abundance, in this case, is also the restoration of their mental 
state so that they could face the desert again. 

Exodus 15:27 “27  And they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs of water and 
seventy palm trees; and they encamped there by the waters.” 

3. It represents victory, peace, and uprightness. The symbolism of this very tall, 
very straight tree reflects the type of walk we should have. We should be upright 
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in all of our doings. Such a walk will reflect the full potential of righteousness. 
We are not promised a life without trials and tribulations – these are like the 
strong winds that blow across the desert. These storms are described vividly, 
as a time when you should take shelter, of the intense stinging of the sand as it 
is whipped-up against your body. The palm stands strong, has the ability to 
sway, allowing the wind to move over it without breaking the trunk. 

Fathers, should learn to role-model this strength of purpose … to show 
that our values are more important that the power of the storm.


John 12:13 “So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him. And as they 
went, they kept shouting, Hosanna! Blessed is He and praise to Him Who comes in the 
name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 

 

Song of Songs 7:7-8 “Your stature is like 
that of a palm tree, and your bosom like its 
clusters (of dates, declared the king). I resolve 
that I will climb the palm tree; I will grasp its 
branches. Let your breasts be like clusters of 
the grapevine, and the scent of your breath 
like apples,” 

4. It represents the fact that GOD will provide 
our shelter. We so often think that we can 
make it happen – the news reports are always 
tuned into the bad news, the falling stock exchange, 
the financial disaster that is at hand, the wars, and the 
famines. 

In all of this, we are taught that we should provide for our families. While it is clear that 
GOD has given us a Commandment to work, it does not mean that we should not 
learn to rely on HIM as our Source for provision. 

The sukkah


Sukkot, the Feast of Tabernacles, is that one time of year when we recognize and 
acknowledge that GOD provides. How do we do this? We take the date palm leaves and 
build a eight-day temporary home, a sukkah (booth). 

Leviticus 23:40 “And on the first day you shall take the fruit of pleasing trees (and make 
booths of them), branches of palm trees, and boughs of thick (leafy) trees, and willows of 
the brook; and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days.” 

  
This act, of keeping this Commandment, has the goal to focus our attention on GOD as 
the Provider. Joshua enters Canaan and goes to war against the city of Jericho, known as 
the “city of palms”. It is from here that the Israelites go on to take the Land. 
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Deuteronomy 34:3 “3  And the South (the Negeb) and the plain, that is, the Valley of 
Jericho, the City of Palm Trees, as far as Zoar.” 

5. It represents the Power of GOD’s Message that HE will return. 

 
On Masada, a few years ago, a 
number of date seeds were found. 
These have been dated back to the 
time of Messiah. One of these 
seeds has been germinated and is 
growing today. If a two-thousand 
year old seed can be resurrected, 
so to could the Messiah! A two-
thousand year old testimony of 
GOD’s Faithfulness. This seed is 
a prophetic declaration that when 
the Attributes of GOD are in the 
seed, the tree that grows from it 
will look just like GOD. 

Let’s have a look at the Hebrew 
letter-picture for the date palm … 

The Hebrew word for date palm 
is T-(a)-M-(a)-R (Strong’s Hebrew 
8558), made up of the letters: 

Tav = a mark, seal of truth, sign, label. 
Mem = to incline, to bend, an out-stretched arm (in deliverance), flowing water 
(the carrier of potential). 
Resh = head, principle, in charge of, freedom. 

Once again, we see a powerful picture taking form before our eyes. The image is … the 
One Who is the Head of the Body of Messiah, and Whose mark or symbol we wear by our 
ability to exercise our freedom of choice to serve GOD, stretches out HIS Hand to bring us 
to a place of peace when we stand under HIS ever flowing WORD. 

The attribute that sums this aspect of GOD up is discipline. We chose to be obedient 
to GOD’s Commandments. Some aspects that define this are: 

How we teach our children to determine right from wrong. 
How we teach our children to stand on their own two feet, to make their own 
choices and to exercise self-restraint. 
How we train people to take responsibility for their choices and the 
consequences that follow. 
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Deborah


The example that I would like to use to highlight this attribute of being a disciple is 
Deborah. We start off with the story when we find Deborah sitting under a palm tree. 
 
We soon see that this is a place 
where people come to ask for 
j u s t i c e , a n d w h e r e s h e 
determines a course of action. 
When circumstances become too 
harsh for the people, she calls up 
Barak to ask him why he has not 
gone to war to defend the people. 

He is called for the job, and it’s 
t ime for h im to accept the 
responsibility. 

Judges 4:4-8 “Now Deborah, a 
prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, 
judged Israel at that time.She sat 
under the palm tree of Deborah 
between Ramah and Bethel in 
the hill country of Ephraim, and 
the Israelites came up to her for 
judgment. And she sent and 
called Barak son of Abinoam from 
Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, 
Has not the Lord, the God of Israel, commanded (you), Go, gather your men at Mount 
Tabor, taking 10,000 men from the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun? And I will draw out 
Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you at the river Kishon with his chariots and 
his multitude, and I will deliver him into your hand? And Barak said to her, If you will go 
with me, then I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not go.” 
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What attributes does the olive have that we should be building into our lives today? 
The olive can provide a source of food, but far more critically, provides a finished 
product called oil. The olive grows in some pretty barren and difficult circumstances. 
The olive needs the chill of a winter to cause the flowers to bloom, but can bear fruit in the 
hottest of summers. The fruit is taken and crushed in a press.  This process of pressure to 
tribulations causes the purest oil to emerge. 

Fathers, we must revert to the words spoken to Joshua just before he is about to enter the 
Promised Land … on three occasions he hears the words: 

“Stand and take courage!” 
 
1. It represents the elements of 

honour, love, and charity. One of 
the most striking images that you 
bring back from a visit to the Garden 
of Gethsemane, is of the very old 
olive trees standing in the courtyard 
of a church at the site. These trees 
are ancient, and could in fact be 
from Y’shua’s (Jesus’) time. The 
stems are interwoven with the 
shoots that have come up from the 
roots. 

The coupling of the picture of an 
olive with a father, mother, and their 
children also highlights another 
principle. Those parents who have 
accepted GOD’s Seed into their hearts, 
and who willingly obey (SH’MA) HIS 
Commandments, will bring forth shoots 
that contain the same seed and look 
like their father in heaven. 

Psalm 128:3 “Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the innermost parts of your house; 
your children shall be like olive plants round about your table.” 

Hosea 14:6 “His suckers and shoots shall spread, and his beauty shall be like the olive 
tree and his fragrance like (the cedars and aromatic shrubs of) Lebanon.” 

2. It represents the attribute of a holy lifestyle. Holiness is the opposite of any form of 
self or sin. We learn to trust at the Feet of GOD. 

Psalm 52:8 “But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; I trust in and 
confidently rely on the loving-kindness and the mercy of God forever and ever.” 
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In reality, the oil is used to anoint any man-made thing and to 
dedicate his use and full potential to Godly service. 

A very good example to follow is the life story of Jacob. Before he sets out on his 
journey into the wilderness, and again when he returns, we see that he builds an altar. 
Holiness is taking a moment in time to stand still at an altar … and remember GOD’s 
Faithfulness. 

 
Interestingly, Jacob sets up a stone, 
anoints it with oil, and gives it a new 
name. This act of faith was a permanent 
image in Jacob’s mind. Every time that he 
experienced problems he could sit down, 
think about the altar, remember GOD’s 
Covenantal Promise, and take courage. 

Genesis 28:18 “And Jacob rose early in 
the morning and took the stone he had 
put under his head, and he set it up for 
a pillar (a monument to the vision in his 
dream), and he poured oil on its top 
(in dedication).” 

Genesis 35:14 “And Jacob set up a 
pillar (monument) in the place where he 
talked with (God), a pillar of stone; and 
he poured a drink offering on it and he 
poured oil on it.” 

3. It represents the attribute of wisdom and light. We use the oil to burn in the 
Menorah all day long, to produce permanent light. Spiritually, this means that we must 
have a continual crushing of the fruit that we produce so that our source of oil never 
ends. In fact, GOD commands that every person must bring their own oil. 

Zechariah 4:3 “And there are two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl 
and the other upon the left side of it (feeding it continuously with oil).” 

This picture of being always ready to have your fruit crushed for more oil is vividly 
portrayed to us when Y’shua (Jesus) goes to Gethsemane to pray and to prepare for the 
crucifixion that was to come. Gethsemane means “an oil press”. 

Mark 14:32 “Then they went to a place called Gethsemane, and He said to His disciples, 
Sit down here while I pray.” 

The parable of the wise virgins also attests to this attribute. Once again, while the image 
portrayed to us in the story is about physical oil, we need to focus on the spiritual olive fruit 
that we are to be producing. The oil that you buy from GOD is found in the amount of time 
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you spend in GOD’s Word and in HIS Presence – in order that you SH’MA HIM and you 
DO what HE commands. 

4. It represents man at peace with God. When the dove returned to the ark, it carried 
an olive branch. 

Genesis 8:11 “And the dove came back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth 
was a newly sprouted and freshly plucked olive leaf! So Noah knew that the waters 
had subsided from the land.” 

5. It represents the united, single House of GOD. Paul tells us that there is only one 
olive tree … we all need to be grafted into that tree. Y’shua (Jesus) tells us the same 
thing, but uses the imagery of a vine (John Chapter 15). 

Romans 11:24 “For if you have been cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and 
against nature grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much easier will it be to graft 
these natural (branches) back on (the original parent stock of) their own olive tree.” 

1 Kings 6:31 “For the Holy of Holies he made (folding) doors of olive wood; their entire 
width was one-fifth that of the wall.” 

The olive as wood became a part of the Tabernacle. 

Fathers, are you standing tall, walking in integrity so this lifestyle 
forms the structures of your home?


Let’s have a look at the Hebrew letter-picture for olive … 

The Hebrew word for olive tree is Z-(a)-Y-(i)-T (Strong’s Hebrew 2132), made up of the 
letters: 

Zayin = weapons, sword, movement (as in the concept of either for good or in 
order to oppress). 
Yod = a hand (as in obedience to Commandments), power, strength, monument 
(in the spiritual sense as a gateway in time). 
Tav = a mark, a sign, a label, the seal of the truth. 

The word picture is truly dramatic!


The body of the word (zayin and tav) come together to say this ... 

Such a man reveals the Light of GOD by burning the oil of the olive and opens the 
gateway to GOD’s Cycle of seasons of blessing. 
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The man who has accepted the Truth of GOD’s Purpose and Destiny for his life, and 
committed to walk under HIS Direction, will be a sword which cuts through the plans of the 
kingdom of darkness. 

The attribute which sums this aspect of GOD up is leadership. Elements that make up 
what defines this is: 

How we teach our children to build and enhance their individual gifts, how we 
identify the uniqueness of each child, giving them the confidence to utilize the 
talents. 
How we motivate our children to attempt new challenges and build endurance, 
how we look at tribulations as opportunities to try something new. 
How we teach them to understand the rules of the game, how we make sure 
that they always stay tuned into the Holy Spirit, to lead them with new insights 
for every circumstance. 

Gideon


The story that I have chosen to use to 
illustrate this attribute of leadership is 
Gideon. Gideon is an ordinary fellow, but 
one with a special calling. He had not 
been encouraged by his father (obviously 
because he served a pagan god), but he 
responded to the call after a while. 

He goes to war with only three 
hundred men. They take a trumpet and 
pitcher with a candle on the inside of it. 
The candle is symbolic of the oil of the 
Menorah, the Light of GOD. 

Judges 7:2, 6-7, 16, 20 “2  The Lord 
said to Gideon, The people who are with 
you are too many for Me to give the 
Midianites into their hands, lest Israel 
boast about themselves against Me, 
saying, My own hand has delivered me. 
And the number of those who lapped, 
putting their hand to their mouth, was 
300 men, but all the rest of the people 
bowed down upon their knees to drink 

water. And the Lord said to Gideon, With the 
300 men who lapped I will deliver you, and give the Midianites into your hand. Let all the 
others return every man to his home. And he divided the 300 men into three companies, 
and he put into the hands of all of them trumpets and empty pitchers, with torches inside 
the pitchers. And the three companies blew the trumpets and shattered the pitchers, 
holding the torches in their left hands, and in their right hands the trumpets to blow 
(leaving no chance to use swords), and they cried, The sword for the Lord and Gideon!” 
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It appears to me that GOD gives us a “gift” of entering a fruitful land. He then asks us to 
take from the first fruits of the land and make this offering. 

We, as “scouts”, enter the land but only take three different fruits, the fig, the grape and the 
pomegranate, but instead of making a First Fruits offering, we make a declaration that we 
do not want to accept the “gift”. 

It would seem to me that in making a First Fruits offering of these, we need to initially 
make a repentance declaration for not having the faith to go in and conquer the land. 

CONCLUSION 

I submit that we are meant to bring a spiritual First Fruit offering. I submit that we are to 
make an annual prophetic declaration. 

Literally 

“We believe that this is a pledge, or a hope of the greater harvest to come.” 

Exodus 2:29 “You shall not delay to bring to Me from the fullness (of your harvested grain) 
and the outflow (of your grape juice and olive oil); give Me the firstborn of your sons (or 
redeem them).” 
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Spiritually 

“We believe that all good things come from GOD.” 

James 1:18 “And it was of His own (free) will that He gave us birth (as sons) by (His) 
Word of Truth, so that we should be a kind of first fruits of His creatures (a sample of what 
He created to be consecrated to Himself).” 

Prophetically 

“We believe that we too will be raised from the dead.” 

Romans 8:23 “And not only the creation, but we ourselves too, who have and enjoy the 
firstfruits of the (Holy) Spirit (a foretaste of the blissful things to come) groan inwardly as 
we wait for the redemption of our bodies (from sensuality and the grave, which will reveal) 
our adoption (our manifestation as God’s sons).” 

Priestly Blessing 

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will bless them.” 
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