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Parashah Toldot - Week 6

INTEGRITY WILL DEFINE OUR HOLINESS
This week’s reading comes from Genesis 25:19-28:9; Malachi 1:1-2:7; and Romans
9:6-16; Hebrews 12:14-17.
SUMMARY
Rebecca conceives and carries twins - she experiences war in the womb - her two sons
are fighting each other. She turns to GOD (YHVH) and understands that GOD (YHVH)’s
plan is that the younger son will become the son of the Covenant. The ‘war’ between the
boys is evident in their very different outlooks on life: Esau, the hunter and Jacob, the tent
dweller.
Esau sells his birthright for a pot of soup which reveals the physical nature of the man - his
world view is focused on the here and now - he has no time for legacy - which is planning
and providing for the next generation, nor for anything spiritual. Isaac, responding in the
same fashion as his father when famine strikes, moves to the land of the Philistines. Here
he will DISCOVER and REOPEN the wells that his father had dug. Getting on in years,
Isaac wants to bless the older son - contrary to GOD (YHVH)’s plan. Rebecca and Jacob
work together to ‘trick’ Isaac and as a result, Jacob has to flee to Rebecca’s homeland for
safety.
A number of themes (I have selected 4 main ones), emerge as we read this portion. Each
theme is radically different from the others. And yet we will see that there is a common
thread that is weaved amongst these stories.
1] THE SANCTITY OF MARRIAGE
Marriage, without doubt, is the most fundamental
picture or image of GOD (YHVH)’s Glory. We
see the concept in the story of the Garden of
Eden, and again at Mount Sinai when the people
are presented with a marriage proposal in the
form of the Ten Commandments, and where they
answer – we will do! And then finally, we are
presented with the picture of the Wedding Feast
of the Lamb where Messiah and the Bride are
united forever.
Paul makes it clear that the Bridegroom, the
man, has a specific responsibility. Husbands
MUST love their wives.

Ephesians 5:25-28 25 Husbands, love your wives [seek the highest good
for her and surround her with a caring, unselfish love], just as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify the church, having cleansed her
by the washing of water with the word [of God],
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27 so that [in turn] He might present the church to Himself in glorious splendor, without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy [set apart for God] and
blameless. 28 Even so husbands should and are morally obligated to love their own wives
as [being in a sense] their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself.
Paul also goes to great lengths to make sure that we understand the “cause and effect”
relationship that GOD (YHVH) has instituted. When a husband loves his wife - she will
respect him.
Ephesians 5:32-33 32 This mystery [of two becoming one] is great; but I am speaking
with reference to [the relationship of] Christ and the church. 33 However, each man
among you [without exception] is to love his wife as his very own self [with behavior
worthy of respect and esteem, always seeking the best for her with an attitude of
lovingkindness], and the wife [must see to it] that she respects and delights in her
husband [that she notices him and prefers him and treats him with loving concern,
treasuring him, honoring him, and holding him dear].
As we continue with this analogy, we (all the believers who have been adopted into the
family of GOD (YHVH) through the work of Messiah, and who are now sons and daughters
of Abraham) will become the Bride.
The role of the bride is to RESPECT the Bridegroom.
So let’s try to define how Y’shua shows this love for His Bride:
A] He Provides.
In EVERY aspect He provides… The gift of a harvest, of healing, of being a friend by
sending the Holy Spirit to walk along side of us.
We are empowered to walk in victory on this earth…our Bridegroom has proclaimed stand and have courage! And He has transferred the authority of the Bridegroom to us by
the exchange of our shoes…
Joshua 5:15 The captain of the Lord’s army said to Joshua, “Remove your sandals from
your feet, because the place where you are standing is holy (set apart to the Lord).”
And Joshua did so.
B] He Protects.
We have security in the form of a Covenant, which defines that our Bridegroom will always
come to our aid. At the same time we have the confidence that a multitude of angels could
be dispatched to be at our side. We have the confidence that in exactly the same way that
the Commander of the Army of GOD (YHVH) came to Joshua’s aid, so too would He come
to ours! The stones that determine the boundary of the Covenant are set and cannot be
moved.
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C] He Presents.
He presents His bride as ONE, who knows no fear, because we have experienced His love
completely.
1 John 4:17-19 17 In this [union and fellowship with Him], love is completed and
perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment [with
assurance and boldness to face Him]; because as He is, so are we in this world. 18 There
is no fear in love [dread does not exist]. But perfect (complete, full-grown) love drives out
fear, because fear involves [the expectation of divine] punishment, so the one who is afraid
[of God’s judgment] is not perfected in love [has not grown into a sufficient understanding
of God’s love]. 19 We love, because He first loved us.
And as the Bride we respond by showing respect. Because we are completely, fully
loved, we walk in obedience to His Commandments.
1 John 5:2-4 2 By this we know [without any doubt] that we love the children of God:
[expressing that love] when we love God and obey His commandments. 3 For the
[true] love of God is this: that we habitually keep His commandments and remain
focused on His precepts. And His commandments and His precepts are not difficult [to
obey]. 4 For everyone born of God is victorious and overcomes the world; and this is the
victory that has conquered and overcome the world—our [continuing, persistent] faith [in
Jesus the Son of God].
Sadly the story of Isaac and Rebecca follows the pattern of Abraham and Sarah… The
husband, who must love by protecting, providing, and presenting the bride, instead
causes emotional wounds, hurt and rejection when words of deceit reduce the wife’s
status to something less than an “opposite equal”.
Genesis 26:6-7 So Isaac stayed in Gerar. 7 The men of the place asked him about his
wife, and he said, “She is my sister,” for he was afraid to say, “my wife”—thinking,
“the men of the place might kill me on account of Rebekah, since she is very beautiful.”
To their credit, both women continue to show the respect that GOD (YHVH) asks of them,
and because of their faith in GOD (YHVH)’s righteousness, become Matriarchs of the
Nation.

2) WE ARE NOT TO SEEK PEACE AT ALL COSTS
Isaac remains in the land of Canaan all of his life. At a point in time he too moves down to
Gerar, into the land where Abimelekh the king of the Philistines rules.
After a while the Philistines become jealous of his wealth and the blessings bestowed
upon him by GOD (YHVH); they then ask him to leave. He moves away, but the Philistines
continue to harass him, claiming every new well that he digs or reopens as their own.
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Genesis 26:20-21 20 the herdsmen of Gerar
quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The
water is ours!” So Isaac named the well Esek
(quarreling), because they quarreled with him. 21
Then his servants dug another well, and they
quarreled over that also, so Isaac named it Sitnah
(enmity).
After a while we find that there is a time of peace
and rest…
Genesis 26:22 22 He moved away from there
and dug another well, and they did not quarrel
over that one; so he named it Rehoboth (broad
places), saying, “For now the Lord has made
room for us, and we shall be prosperous in the land.”
And then the king decides that he needs to make peace!
Genesis 26:28 28 They said, “We see clearly that the Lord has been with you; so we
said, ‘There should now be an oath between us [with a curse for the one who breaks it],
that is, between you and us, and let us make a covenant (binding agreement, solemn
promise) with you.
We find a long conversation, where Isaac tries to understand why now, so suddenly they
want peace. When he does not get a satisfactory answer, he decides to have meal with
them and then sends them on their way.
Importantly, we do not read that Isaac agreed to an oath of peace. And more importantly,
he chooses to send them away from him; they most definitely cannot stay in the midst of
the family of Isaac.
Genesis 26:26-29 26 Then Abimelech came to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath, his [close
friend and confidential] adviser, and Phicol, the commander of his army. 27 Isaac said to
them, “Why have you [people] come to me, since you hate me and have sent me away
from you?” 28 They said, “We see clearly that the Lord has been with you; so we said,
‘There should now be an oath between us [with a curse for the one who breaks it], that is,
between you and us, and let us make a covenant (binding agreement, solemn promise)
with you, 29 that you will not harm us, just as we have not touched you and have done
nothing but good to you and have sent you away in peace. You are now the blessed and
favored of the Lord!’”
Man’s words of peace, if spoken by someone who is filled with hate, and whose deeds
speak of destruction, robbery, and so forth, can never be accepted as if without deceit.
And no peace treaty will ever be of any consequence unless such men repent, make
restitution and begin to walk a road of integrity and truth.
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**NUGGET!** We cannot have true peace unless both parties have a common
understanding of what constitutes as SHALOM. Peace is not just a word, or an
emotional feeling. Peace is a concept that only works when both parties truly want
to live in harmony.
Is it not strange as we watch the various peace initiatives / cease fires that are
embarked on, not only in Israel, but all over the world to realise that in most times
the decision to make peace, is in fact only a temporary solution until one of the
parties can regroup / rearm and then return to war?
When leaders have made these peace accords without real integrity, we will soon
find out when the next rocket is fired into Israel from Gaza.
3) WEARING ESAU’S CLOTHES
We have all read the story of how Jacob puts on the clothes of deceit.
Genesis 27:15-16 15 Then Rebekah took her elder son Esau’s best clothes, which
were with her in her house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. 16 And she put
the skins of the young goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck.
You see, since the Garden of Eden, clothes have had a special meaning. By virtue of the
wording as GOD (YHVH) puts on the covering in the Garden “and He dressed them”. GOD
defines clothes as a means of “covering” the lack of intimacy between us. This same
wording is REPEATED when GOD (YHVH) gives the order to the Levite priests to be
“dressed” for the first time when they enter the Tabernacle, we can understand that the
“correct” clothes reveal to the world and to GOD (YHVH), that we have CRUCIFIED the
OLD MAN and stand before GOD (YHVH) as the ONE NEW MAN.
The Levites are a tribe set-apart to work in the Tabernacle. However, they are only
“priests” when they wear the clothes of the priests.
There is a lesson hidden here. The external clothes have no value if the heart of man is
not circumcised.
There is a sequel to this story that is heart breaking. Jacob will give the “wrong” clothes to
Joseph while he was the favourite son - Joseph was far from mature and did not have the
character to go with the potential.

4) TO HONOUR OUR PARENTS
One of the most difficult pieces to interpret, is the actions of Isaac, as he misrepresents
himself as Esau. There are many attempts to find a way to justify the story.
One of the most interesting is this VERSION— Esau sells his birthright to Jacob.
When Jacob stands before his father, he is saying I am here to get the blessing meant for
Esau because I now own it - it's about legitimately.
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But the cold hard facts are that Jacob does not honour his father in this act. The TORAH
requires that we honour parents...the “how” must be interpreted within the culture and the
time that we live in. Critically, when a parent is “less that 100% enabled” in this case Isaac
could no longer see properly, then we have a greater responsibility to walk in integrity.
The story of Jacob reveals the implications of such acts, especially when there is no
repentance. Jacob will be:
Deceived by Leah when he believes that he is marrying Rachel.
Deceived by Laban with his wages and with the contract for Rachel.
Deceived by Simon and Levi when they appear to agree to the circumcision and
murder of the men i.e. the “Dinah incident”.
Deceived by the 10 sons when they pretend that Joseph has been killed.
**NUGGET!** The common theme in all of these stories is DECEIT. And deceit has
consequences !!

A FINAL THOUGHT
Let us make it a goal to crucify the “old man”.
Let us get rid of the EGO, which demands that we are right, the best, and the
greatest… Let us agree to remove every idea and concept of misrepresenting
ourselves to our neighbours.
Let us stop representing ourselves as something we are NOT.
Let us agree to be real.
Let us agree to make pure oil for the Menorah this week.
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LEGACY
We have highlighted some of the serious consequences of a life of deceit. But there has to
a be a positive message for the week. Many people talk of legacy, but act out the concept
of inheritance - namely, I work extremely hard, build an empire and at some point in
time ,leave an inheritance. Have you noticed how many times you will find a successful
businessman, minister / pastor that when they give up their work life, there are NO sons
who are groomed to take over?
Let us look at the lives of Abraham and Isaac. In many respects their lives follow the same
pattern (they turn to the Philistines in times of drought / they dishonour their wives and so
on). Legacy means going further, reaching higher in the family calling, while the father can
observe the achievements. Yet, in two respects Isaac moves further.
a) He will go on to re-dig all the wells that his father made, essentially the Bible implies that
he will experience the same challenges and make similar decisions. However, and
importantly, he will go further on to dig his own well. In fact if you read carefully, he digs
two wells, the one called Rehoboth and another at Beersheba at the place where he built
the ALTAR after GOD (YHVH) confirms the Covenant.
Genesis 26:22-25 He went away from there and dug another well, and over that one they
didn’t quarrel. So he called it Rechovot [wide open spaces] and said, “Because now
ADONAI has made room for us, and we will be productive in the land.” 23 From there
Yitz’chak went up to Be’er-Sheva. 24 ADONAI appeared to him that same night and said,
“I am the God of Avraham your father. Don’t be afraid, because I am with you; I will bless
you and increase your descendants for the sake of my servant Avraham.” 25 There he
built an altar and called on the Name of ADONAI. He pitched his tent there, and there
Yitz’chak’s servants dug a well.

b) He will fully accept the calling of GOD (YHVH) on their family line. GOD (YHVH) asked
them to move to a Promised Land. Abraham enters, but departs and later returns whereas
Isaac NEVER leaves the land.
Abraham is able to pass on the vision, to instil the desire to build on the promise that GOD
(YHVH) had made. His son will wander about for a while, but at a point in time will focus
and will return to once again build further on the legacy, producing the seed of the people
that would become known as the Sons / Daughters of Abraham.

HAFTORAH
The haftorah portion once again focuses on the idea of deceit / falsehood.
We see the discussion about man who has the best of the flocks, but chooses instead to
bring sacrifice with an inferior one.
Malachi 1:14 Moreover, cursed is the deceiver who has a male animal in his flock that is
damaged, but vows and sacrifices to ADONAI anyway. For I am a Great King,” says
ADONAI-Tzva’ot, “and My Name is respected among the nations.
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Anyone who offers an inferior animal, is attempting to serve GOD (YHVH) by the “letter of
the law”, with legalism / ritual. In the eye of ordinary man, it looks as if the
Commandments are being kept, BUT we will find that this man does not draw closer to
GOD (YHVH). Those who bring such offerings are trespassing -- they have no right of
access to the Tabernacle and GOD (YHVH) says of such people:
Isaiah 1:12 Yes, you come to appear in My Presence; but who asked you to do this, to
trample through My courtyards? 13 Stop bringing worthless grain offerings! They are like
disgusting incense to Me! Rosh-Hodesh, Shabbat, calling convocations — I can’t stand
evil together with your assemblies! 14 Everything in Me hates your Rosh-Hodesh and your
festivals; they are a burden to Me — I’m tired of putting up with them!
On the other hand, those who want to have intimacy, who want to be inside the
Tabernacle, will with delight select and offer the very best that they have.
We may think that some actions are weightier that others, that there are degrees of wrongdoing. But deceit / pride and arrogance can be covered by pious behaviour. Y’shua
highlights this when He judges the rich when they make show of their offerings — and
makes sure that we understand that external sacrifice without the circumcision of the
heart, is a pointless exercise.
Luke 21:1-4 Then Yeshua looked up, and as He watched the rich placing their gifts into
the Temple offering-boxes, 2 He also saw a poor widow put in two small coins. 3 He said,
“I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put in more than all the others. 4 For they, out of
their wealth, have contributed money they could easily spare; but she, out of her poverty,
has given all she had to live on.”

**NUGGET!**We tend to think that legalism / ritual and Lawlessness are opposite to
each other. In GOD (YHVH)’s Kingdom, they are both together, outside the
Tabernacle and the camp, as unclean and unholy things.
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“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will
bless them.
-- Numbers 6:24-27

Shalom!!
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