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Parashah  Vayechi, “He Lived.” - Week 12 

A FATHER’S  BLESSING 

This week’s portion comes from Genesis 47:28-50:26; 1 Kings 2:1-12; and 1 Peter 1:3-9; 
2:11-17. 

SUMMARY  

Jacob is old and about to die. Before he passes away, he asks Joseph (interesting—not 
Judah) to makes sure that he is buried in the Land of Promise, as he does not want his 
bones to be left behind in a foreign land.  

Joseph gathers his two sons (born from an Egyptian woman) and goes to his father. Jacob 
makes a prophetic declaration that both boys would be seen as part of the family, but he 
chooses to bless Ephraim above the other son…  

Jacob gathers all of the children together and proceeds to prophetically declare a blessing 
on each one that defines their Godly potential.  

Jacob dies, and the family go es home to bury him.  

The family unites when Joseph promises that no harm will come to them, and then goes 
on to demand that they promise to take his bones out of Egypt when the time comes. 

THE FATHERS’ JOB DESCRIPTION 

The sages have a saying: The words of a father, are used by GOD (YHVH) to fashion a 
key which determines the prophetic destiny of the child. However, it’s not only father's 
words that matter, but also the role model of Biblical leadership that he reveals in his daily 
walk.   1

Fathers have the authority to represent some critical attributes to a child. This authority 
is derived from the appointment as stewards over the earth, way back in Genesis. At the 
time of creation, a spiritual principle is put in place, namely, that every created thing will 
make a seed that would produce after its own kind. 

This authority therefore demands that mankind be accountable for their actions. 
Man is given a free will. 
It’s a part of GOD (YHVH)’s plan. 

Knowing this, man has the responsibility to set an example, by the “actions of keeping 
and guarding” what they do.  

	Please	see	J2F2	which	describes	the	role	of	a	father	in	detail	1

h7p://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=169
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Every person is empowered by the Holy Spirit to set off on a journey through life — a 
journey that will hopefully result in him reaching 
his full Godly potential. It is not without reason 
that the journeys of the forefathers are set out in 
so much detail for us. Journeys that describe a 
long hard walk (1200 km) … journeys that 
describe hardship and tribulations,  journeys that 
describe how we live as strangers in a land that is 
destined to be ours. 

Every action taken by the fathers has a profound 
effect on the children. Moments of indecision 

cause fear in later generations, moments of tragic mistakes can become the norm for the 
next generation (Isaac re-digs the same wells before he reaches maturity and digs his own 
well).  

However, fathers can, even on the death bed, give instructions that have prophetic 
significance. Watch how Jacob demands that his bones be taken back to the Land of 
Promise. When the children comply, they make a prophetic declaration — “we are not of 
this world (Egypt), we are a set-apart people, and we will return to the place / position that 
GOD (YHVH)  has called us to be in.” 

This example sets them in good stead later when Moses tells them to move. Although they 
will fear the consequences of Pharaoh they will hear the “call’ of the forefathers that tell 
them to return to the Land of Promise, the words that they will hear are … 

“This is My Covenant with you Abraham, Isaac and Jacob — I will 
deliver My people.” 

To be a father is to go on life long journey — 
but one where the destination equals 
LEGACY, and if you put your heart into the job, 
you will see your children flourish. 

Y’shua talks about the “True Vine”. He gives 
very definite instructions, every branch that 
does not bear fruit must be taken away, and 
every branch that bears fruit must be pruned in 
order to produce more fruit, (John 15:1-2).  

Sometimes we have to encourage growth, at 
other times we are to prune back the wild 
branches. 

Attributes that fathers represent are: 

A deep sense of justice and the need to help those who are abused, 
A heart that is open to help others in need (mercy and compassion), 
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A heart to be a mentor. Children need mentoring. In fact Y’shua Himself says that 
He came to show us that He did the Will of the Father, and now He expects of us to 
do the same. Children will do whatever they see others do, but most certainly not 
what they say. Our deeds and our words must be aligned. 

Fathers will always strive to lift up the hands of the children that they serve. They 
realise that the concept of legacy demands that the next generation be growing 
exponentially, whilst the father is still living. 

Whilst fathers will worship GOD (YHVH) and serve their children, they will always be 
working towards the concept of unity — connectedness. 

Fathers will be quick to Bless. 
Blessing releases potential. 
Children with realised potential are a LEGACY. 

PHYSICAL / SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLE 

Paul teaches a principle in 1 Corinthians 15,  that the physical or the natural, always 
precedes the spiritual. There is a good reason for this. As man, we need to “see” and 
“touch” and “taste” and “hear” in order to understand, or to give a dimension to a 
subject.  

Remember Adam and Eve’s spiritual eyes were closed after the sin, resulting in 
them only being able to “see” in the natural. 

Abstract concepts are more difficult to grasp. If I speak of a dark cloud we will all have 
some idea what is being described. The moment I talk about something abstract like the 
word “feeling”, then without other words to “fill-in” the description, we would all arrive at 
different conclusions. 

What GOD (YHVH) expects from us in the spiritual, is discovered as we follow His 
Commandments and as we get new revelation of HIS Character. 

More importantly, as we become comfortable with 
the physical dimension, we are more easily able to 
translate this concept into a spiritual reality that 
has meaning. 

It is for this reason that we have been given the 
Tabernacle in the wilderness. The dimensions are 
fixed; the detail design is specified completely. 

When Paul tells us of the ‘real’ Tabernacle in the 
Spiritual realm, we are able to visualise it. All too 
often, spirituality is defined by the “power / 

supernatural,” rather than a life of obedience. 
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1 Corinthians 15:45-49 In fact, the Tanakh says so: Adam, the first man, became a living 
human being; but the last “Adam” has become a life-giving Spirit. 46 Note, however, that 
the body from the Spirit did not come first, but the ordinary human one; the one from the 
Spirit comes afterwards.  47 The first man is from the earth, made of dust; the Second 
Man is from Heaven. 48 People born of dust are like the man of dust, and people born 
from Heaven are like the Man from Heaven;  49 and just as we have borne the image of 
the man of dust, so also we will bear the Image of the Man from Heaven. 

It is not always easy to see this concept in the Word. We need to “see” with spiritual 
eyes. We need spiritual worship, good deeds, fruit, and so forth, if we want to serve in the 
Tabernacle in the Heavens with Messiah as Great High Priest. 

Simply said, we cannot take ‘physical things’ into His Tabernacle. This implies that we 
should, as fathers have made sure that a ‘spiritual’ wisdom has been downloaded into 
each child. This wisdom will ensure that every act of legalism, and every act of 
lawlessness will be identified, and nullified. Instead, spiritual meaning will be reflected at 
every possible point in our walk. 

I have noted two examples from this portion where actions by fathers make prophetic 
declarations that will determine the path of those who are in the Tribes: 

a) Judah 

We have already spoken about the journey away from GOD (YHVH)’s plan. At some point 
in time a person has to face up to their past and go about setting things right, and charting 
a new course that will lead back to their purpose. Judah speaks the words “anochi 
e’ervenu” at that moment when Benjamin is in trouble…  

What is he saying? I will personally stand guarantee for him!!! 

In real terms his declaration is: 

We are connected 
We are bound together 
We are family that will look out for each other. 

Whilst Judah speaks within the context of the Tribes, we the Living Stones should declare 
this within the context of the Body of Messiah. 

Have you ever made this commitment? 

b) Jacob 

This story is about a father’s father i.e. a grandfather. We see in this portion that the 
grandfather embraces his grandchildren, notwithstanding the fact that their mother was an 
Egyptian, in other words not from our tribe / culture / land. 
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Grandchildren should be included into the 
family, should be individually blessed, and 
most importantly, spiritually connected to 
their Messiah and heritage. This is the job 
of a grandfather. Today Grandparents can 
install values, educate children in our 
Biblical values, teach healthy family unity.  

Grandfathers and grandmothers are 
critical building blocks in family 
structure. 

JACOB’S BLESSING 

In this portion we see the “blessing” 
spoken by Jacob over his children. As we study this we will note that Jacob, as a father, 
defines “physical potential”. 

Genesis 48:15-16 15 Then he blessed Yosef: “The God in whose presence my fathers 
Avraham and Yitz’chak lived, the God who has been my own shepherd all my life long to 
this day, 16 the angel who has rescued me from all harm, bless these boys. May they 
remember who I am and what I stand for, and likewise my fathers Avraham and Yitz’chak, 
who they were and what they stood for. And may they grow into teeming multitudes on the 
earth.”  

It’s almost as if he has set out a series of plans for each child and the group as a whole. 
But critically, he sets out to define the talents and gifts that he has recognised within 
each child. 

He acknowledges that these gifts are from 
GOD (YHVH) and he desperately wants 
each child to ‘know’ with certainty, what 
their value and potential is. 

It is here in the WORD that we see this 
fantastic picture of a father who believes in 
generational legacy for his children. 

While it’s important that children know where 
their place in society is, he wants them to 
understand that this gift should be passed on 
from generation to generation — he speaks of the end of days. 

Genesis 49:1 gather together, that I may tell you what will happen to you in the end of 
days… 
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Genesis 49:28 All these are the twelve tribes of Isra’el, and this is how their father spoke 
to them and blessed them, giving each his own individual blessing. 

In the final chapters of Deuteronomy, we will find that Moses, as the prophet, does the 
same. In his case, his blessing defines the spiritual domain that each tribe would be 
empowered to achieve. 

EACH CHILD’S BLESSING 

Let’s look briefly at each one. The purpose here is not to explore where and what every 
child should do, but rather to note the individuality of each child’s blessing, and the role 
that each one contributes to the whole. 

Reuben  
Because you did not honour authority and respect dignity, you will serve others until you 
deal with your ego. 

You will live (that is, experience) the vigour of a spiritually renewed man, of someone 
who has overcome the old man, and you will be part of a great multitude.  

Simon

You will learn to deal with your anger, by being a minority under other peoples. 

Not mentioned by Moses, but they become mighty men of valour, fit for war, that will 
come to the aid of the others (1 Chronicles 12:25), and fights alongside of Judah (Joshua 
19:9). 

I suggest that they inherit a portion of the prophetic blessing given to Judah. 

Levi

You will learn to deal with your anger, by being a minority under the other people 

Spread out amongst the nation, and servants in the Tabernacle, they will serve through: 

Music, song and dance in worship (2 Samuel 6:14] 
Being teachers of the Word / intercessors between GOD (YHVH) and the people 
(Deuteronomy 33:8-11) 
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Being the people who take down and carry the various pieces of the Tabernacle, 
and rebuild it again. 

Judah   
Elected as the leader and ruler of all of the tribes. This tribe will protect the values, will 
build the family ties, will search for the lost sons of Israel, will protect the integrity of the 
WORD of GOD (YHVH). 

The tribe that must strive for UNITY between all of the brothers. 

Zebulun

You will be traders and seafarers, and become wealthy from the treasures of the sand and 
the sea. You will call the people to a new level of righteousness, who will be able to 
reveal GOD (YHVH)’s characteristics/values as Divine sparks of light with the 
business community, together with Issachar, and you will REJOICE before GOD 
(YHVH).  

They are some of the ones who are first inline with Y’shua (Matthew 4:13). 

Issachar 
You will be industrious, hard working, someone who follows and respects authority figures. 

You will be Torah scholars, people who search for righteousness, words of wisdom, 
clarity and prophetic direction. A prophetic people who know the times and the seasons. 
(1 Chronicles 7:5) 

Dan  
You will be a leader who fights for the people in commando-style warfare, and will always 
guard the rear from attack. A path of law and order, but not always in unity. 

You will be a lion cub, the other half of Judah. A spiritual warfare general, that fulfils the 
calling to overpower the enemy (Samson). 

Gad  
You will be a warrior nation, a protector of others. 

You will choose the best land, and help your brothers conquer theirs to enter into the 
spiritual domain, to fight for values and freedom from slavery (as opposed to the 
unfortunate choice made to choose land outside of the Land of Promise). Gad becomes a 
prophet to David (1 Samuel 22:5, 2 Samuel 24:18). 

Asher

You will make the finer (delicacies) of life — this speaks to the word ‘lechem’ — bread. And 
be happy / joyful. 

You will be blessed with oil (olives), and become a peace maker, a favourite among the 
brothers, someone who has righteous words.  
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Naphtali

You will be like a deer, bringing  peace to everyone with the use of eloquent words. 

You will live in the Galilee, and become a scribe.  

A 1500 year old slab was recently found in Kursi, the place where 
Y’shua expelled the demons from the Gadarene, and permitted 
them to enter the pigs nearby. This is visible proof that the tribes 
eventually entered the Land and took up their role that GOD 
(YHVH) had planned for them.  

Joseph (Manasseh and Ephraim)


You will be a fruitful vine that climbs over the wall, you will  
be persecuted (attacked severely) by the world, but will maintain  
your spiritual integrity and will always be protected by GOD 
(YHVH). 

You will have the blessing of: 
The dew of Heaven (spiritual understanding) — you will 
be  
an interpreter of dreams and prophetic word — Deborah (Judges 4:4-5) 
The dew of the earth (material wealth) —you will be  warriors / leaders that stand 
for the principles of GOD (YHVH) — Gideon (Judges 6:15). 

Benjamin

You are a ravenous wolf. A warrior nation. You are under the Divine protection of GOD 
(YHVH) AND have intimacy (sit on His Shoulder) — you will be like an archer that is 
extremely accurate with the arrow — every word spoken will hit the target — like 
Paul (Romans 11). 
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Summary 

Can you see that each child has individual potential and yet it was the combination of ALL 
of the tribes, worshipping together in the Tabernacle, that would most closely reflect the 
GLORY OF GOD (YHVH). When the brothers live to their full potential, and dwell 
together in harmony they will say: 

Deuteronomy 33:26-29 Yeshurun, there is no one like God, riding through the heavens to 
help you, riding on the clouds in His Majesty. 27  The God of old is a dwelling-place, with 
everlasting Arms beneath. He expelled the enemy before you and He said, ‘Destroy!’  28 
So Isra’el lives in security; the fountain of Ya‘akov is alone in a Land of grain and new 
wine, where the skies drip with dew.  29 Happy are you, Isra’el! Who is like you, a people 
saved by ADONAI, your Defender helping you and your Sword of triumph? Your enemies 
will cringe before you, but you will trample down their high places. 

 A FATHER WILL BLESS BY IDENTIFYING THE UNIQUE ATTRIBUTES OF EACH 
CHILD.


A father is given the ability to study the child’s 
attributes, abilities, talents, method of interacting with 
others. He then opens the doors for training and 
experience in the different fields that would make 
them blossom to their full potential. 

This requires discernment, a focus to see where an 
interest lies. Very likely this interest will be in an area /
domain that you are completely unfamiliar with. This 
will mean that you will have to study and learn about a 
topic that you have no interest in. 

But if you do not accept this responsibility, how do you think to “keep”, that is, develop this 
talent, and “guard”, that is, ensure that some unscrupulous people does not hijack his / her 
potential. (Adam was called by GOD (YHVH) to “guard and keep” the Garden.) 

Proverbs 15:4  A gentle tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit. 

Our son was blessed to be an athlete. At a point in time, a visiting prophet came to stand 
in front of us, told us that he would achieve much, and that we would be driving all over the 
world to support him. We did… all over South Africa. And then sponsored trips to New 
Zealand, Germany and so forth. 

We also missed the mark: My daughter is blessed with an artistic talent, including painting 
with watercolours. We only discovered this towards the end of her school years. While we 
have done much to recover — lost years remain lost. 
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A FATHER’S WORDS OF BLESSING WILL BE DESIGNED TO RELEASE 
POTENTIAL. 

Children are unique. No matter how much we would like to see a child develop in a certain 
path, the father’s calling is to steer the child towards a career / activity that “fits” his 
abilities. 

We release potential when we show approval for the choices made, when we allow them 
to experiment in various fields that are closely associated. 

We release potential when we challenge children to attempt things that they feel are not 
within their range, so that they will not be afraid to reach for their dreams. 

Proverbs 15:2 The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouths of fools 
pour out folly . Consider this. Your child is a Servant –- Mercy gifted individual. 

You could however, be an over-protective parent. You wrap your children up in cotton 
wool, and although they end up safe and sound, they will never have the courage to face 
challenges. You see, every time we face some or other test, we are forced to think about 
the challenge, to draw up a plan of action, to enlist the help of others, and to give it a go. 

Success or failure does not matter In terms of the individual tests. The concept of 
attempting what seems to be the impossible will be grounded into the mind and soul. 
And every success will grow greater confidence. 

A FATHER’S WORDS OF BLESSING WILL SEEK TO AFFIRM THE SON /
DAUGHTER-SHIP TO RELEASE SELF CONFIDENCE. 

A father seeks to encourage. We lift up hands — we don’t do everything for them. 
A father declares a child’s worth at all times. 
A father releases a child into levels of maturity and blesses every stage of 
development. 

Have we considered the power of moments of affirmation during events such as the 
following? 

Blessing to accept the Yoke of the Word of GOD (YHVH)— Bar Mitvah, age 12-13   2

Blessing for equality in adult status and priesthood, age 30. 
Blessing to be released as a husband or wife in marriage. 

There is something powerful in knowing that you are accepted … that you are 
welcome—that you are special. What do we do to make others feel “equal”? 

	For	more	informaIon	on	the	Bar	/	Bat	Mitzvah,	please	read	our	arIcle	Receiving	The	Yoke	2

Of	The	Kingdom		h7p://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=148	
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A FATHER’S WORDS OF BLESSING WILL SET THE STANDARD OF HUMILiTY. 

A father will always show support for those who come last, those who try, but fail to make 
the grade.  A father will reveal the character trait of humility by sowing into the lives of 
those who are not blessed. How often do we stand in circle of people of the same 
community (in other words, those who think and believe as we do) and yet as we observe 
their behaviour, we see that there are those who come from dysfunctional families, those 
who have not seen material blessing and those who have been exposed to abusive 
relationships. 

A Spiritual father will see and have compassion—will see and know that every positive 
gesture, every prophetic word, every hug that shows caring, will make a huge impact. 
Giving direction / encouragement to others, in private and in public, will build confidence, 
will build the capacity to try again. 

Micah 4:4 But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree, and no one 
shall make them afraid, for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. 
 

One of the most watched YouTube videos is 
that of a very good athlete running in a 400 m 
race (with every potential to represent his 
country at the Olympic Games). Half-way 
through the race he pulls up with a torn calf 
muscle. He starts to hop along to ‘finish’ the 
race. The camera pans up into the stands: a 
man runs down onto the track and walks all 
the way to the finish-line with his son. 

A FATHER’S WORDS OF BLESSING WILL 
ALWAYS DEFINE THE CHILD’S POSITION IN THE FAMILY AND THE VALUE 
THAT THEY CONTRIBUTE. 

A father will recognise each individual as equal. Every child will be treated fairly. Every 
child will be given equal opportunity. Equal does not mean the same, it means that 
everyone gets the right support. If you go back to the illustration that we read on how 
Jacob blesses each son, and if you think of other descriptions that are made, for example 
that we are either a leg, or an arm, or the hand — all forming one Body, then you will 
understand the vital need to clearly identify each child’s gift / talent and role. A father 
MUST POSITION HIS CHILD WHERE THEY ARE MEANT TO BE — that means that 
fathers will create the opportunities and the experiences needed so that the child can flow 
and grow in freedom.  

In today’s world, for far too long, women have been treated as ‘less’ important. Fathers 
who understand that we are equal, but have different roles to play, will make sure that 
every child has the same opportunity. 
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Revelation 22:1-2 Next the angel showed me the River of the Water of Life, sparkling like 
crystal, flowing from the Throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 Between the main street and 
the River was the Tree of Life producing twelve kinds of fruit, a different kind every month; 
and the leaves of the tree were for healing the nations. 

HAFTORAH  

The portion in 1 Kings 2 describes the fact that David is about to die, and that last 
conversation that he has with Solomon. These words are almost a word for word repeat of 
the description of Jacob’s last moments. 

1 Kings 2:1-2 The time came near for David to die; so he commissioned Shlomo his son 
as follows:  2 “I am going the way of all the earth. Therefore, be strong; show yourself a 
man.” 

David has unfinished business, things that he did not take care of in his lifetime. Now he 
gives instructions to Solomon on how to go about securing the empire / kingdom. Whilst 
some of the instructions will benefit his continued reign, an element of revenge can also be 
detected. 

Unlike Moses and Jacob, and Isaac before that, David does not bless his son with 
prophetic word of direction. Solomon gets worldly advice, which he takes and his kingdom 
is secure. But notice that the lack of spiritual blessing, is visibly seen in the fact that 
Solomon starts to veer off from the Godly path and pursue lawlessness with a multitude of 
pagan idols. 

David was a great king—but was he such good father—is this the role model that we 
would want to emulate? 

Consider the following: 

Solomon —— 

 Dissolves the tribal system, 
 Institutes heavy taxes, 
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 Builds pagan altars, 
 Places his confidence in foreign diplomats AND, 
Causes his people to want to revolt  — what does it help to build a Temple if your 
actions do not reflect the GLORY OF GOD (YHVH)? 

A final thought


Blessing is a powerful thrust forward in life… it’s not for nothing that Luke says: 
There is power of life or death in the tongue. 
To bless is not that difficult. 
To bless is to encourage, to motivate, to build up someone 
To bless is to make a prophetic declaration, in line with GOD (YHVH)’s Word, and in 
line with the gifts that GOD (YHVH) has given them. 
To bless is to release God’s DREAM for someone. 

Luke 6:45 The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the 
evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart, the 
mouth speaks. 

PLEASE: Choose life! Choose words of 
encouragement! Produce memories of 
hands held high!


“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will 
bless them.   
                                 -- Numbers 6:24-27 

Shalom!!
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