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Parashah  Vayera - Week 4 

THE LEGACY OF GODLY WOMEN 

This week’s portion comes out of Genesis 18:1-22:24; 2 Kings 4:1-37; and 2 Peter 
2:4-10; Luke 17:26-37; Hebrews 6:13-20. 

SUMMARY  

We read in this portion of Abraham’s sojourn in 
the Land where the king of Gerar, Avimelekh 
ruled.  

The presenting of Sarah as if she was a sister 
and not a wife;  

The story of the destruction of Sodom;  

The offer of Isaac on Mount Moriah;  

As well as the story of the woman who served 
the prophet, who was blessed with a son who 
then dies, and is resurrected. 

A CONNECTION BETWEEN SARAH AND THE SHUNEMITE  WOMAN 1

The two stories seem to be woven together in a number of aspects. Set in time many 
years apart, the themes that run through these stories seem uncommonly familiar. 

A) Sarah is a woman of great beauty and has a position of strength. She has backbone 
and courage as she is able to take on a journey together with her husband over strange 
territory, and moreover is seen to support Abraham in his ventures. 

The Shunemite woman is a well-to-do woman, who is able to discern that Elisha is a 
prophet and has the courage to ask her husband to provide hospitality in the form of 
meals, and later on is prepared to build a room, that is set aside for him to stay in 
whenever he passes by. 

B) Sarah is presented to a pagan king as Abraham’s sister, instead of his wife. She has to 
deal with the emotional crisis of staying with a stranger without knowing what will happen 
to her… 

 PLEASE NOTE: Shunemites are a group of people while shulamite is a description of the bride in "The 1

Song of Solomon."
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Genesis 20:2 2 Abraham said [again] of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” So Abimelech 
king of Gerar sent and took Sarah [into his harem]. 

Sarah faces the challenge set before her without murmuring, or complaining. 

The Shunemite woman is barren and faces a life without the joy of having a child. She 
serves without seeking reward, yet receives the blessing of having a son, without asking 
for any favour. 

2 Kings 4:12-13 12 And he said to Gehazi his servant, “Call this Shunammite.” So he 
called her and she stood before him. 13 Now he said to Gehazi, “Say to her now, ‘You 
have gone to all this trouble for us; what can I do for you? Would you like to be mentioned 
to the king or to the captain of the army?’” She answered, “I live among my own people [in 
peace and security and need no special favors].” 

C) Sarah goes through a period of rejection, living in a foreign man’s house for some time, 
which is not specified. We have no idea of the emotional pain, fear or stress that she 
experienced, or to what level of depression she could have fallen into, and what would the 
extent be of the breakdown of trust that is essential between a husband and a wife. 

The Shunemite woman suffered a sense of worthlessness while everyone thought that she 
was barren, she then had a son, and then… out of the blue, fell ill and died. Going from an 
amazing sense of happiness and purpose, to a place where the bottom has fallen out of 
your world. 

2 Kings 4:28 28 Then she said, “Did I ask for a son from my lord? Did I not say, ‘Do not 
give me false hope’?” 

D) Sarah’s honour is restored and the king gives her 1000 pieces of silver as an indication 
that she is a woman of valour. 

Genesis 20:16 16 Then to Sarah he said, “Look, I have given this brother of yours a 
thousand pieces of silver; it is to compensate you [for all that has happened] and to 
vindicate your honor before all who are with you; before all men you are cleared and 
compensated.” 

The Shunemite woman’s faith is restored when the prophet recognized, without 
explanation, that something was wrong, and then put action to word by going back with 
her when she declared her intent to stick by his side. 

2 Kings 4:30 30 The mother of the child said, “As the Lord lives and as your soul lives, I 
will not leave you.” So Elisha arose and followed her. 

E) Sarah and the Shumenite woman both experience the death of their only son, a son 
given as a blessing after a prolonged period of barrenness, and when they were both 
very old. 

In both cases, the son is resurrected! 

�4



So what are the lessons for us from these two stories? 

1) We will face trials and tribulations.                                                                                
Very often these difficult times are the result of other people’s (often close relatives) 
actions and choices. How often do we hear people complain, criticise and seek 
revenge for actions taken against them by others? 

These women show a graceful walk, living out the saying: to turn the other cheek. How we 
face these obstacles will determine whether we are blessed or cursed.  
These two women showed respect for the leadership, they honoured those who were 
leaders; they accepted the challenges, believing that GOD (YHVH) would make a 
way. 

2 Kings 4:30 30 The mother of the child said, “As the Lord lives and as your soul lives, I 
will not leave you.” So Elisha arose and followed her. 

They walked through the path in the wilderness, very likely severely stressed, but with 
faith. The end of that journey—is the promise to enter in and take your own Land. 

2) We can expect a reward here on earth as well as a Spiritual Inheritance. 

Sarah gets a reward of 1000 pieces of silver. If we look at the verse in Isaiah, we see that 
one piece of silver was equivalent to a single grape vine. 

Isaiah 7:23 And it will come to pass in that day, in every place where there used to be a 
thousand vines, worth a thousand silver shekels, there will be briars and thorns. 

We read in Proverbs 31, that a virtuous wife is someone who works with her hands, who 
considers a field, buys it and from her profits, and plants a vineyard. 
 
Proverbs 31:10-16 10 An excellent woman [one 
who is spiritual, capable, intelligent, and virtuous], 
who is he who can find her? Her value is more 
precious than jewels and her worth is far above 
rubies or pearls. 11 The heart of her husband 
trusts in her [with secure confidence], And he will 
have no lack of gain. 12 She comforts, 
encourages, and does him only good and not 
evil All the days of her life. 13 She looks for wool 
and flax And works with willing hands in 
delight. 14 She is like the merchant ships 
[abounding with treasure]; She brings her 
[household’s] food from far away. 15 She rises 
also while it is still night And gives food to her 
household And assigns tasks to her maids. 16 
She considers a field before she buys or 
accepts i t [expanding her business 
prudently]; With her profits she plants fruitful vines 
in her vineyard. 
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Y’shua tells us that we must be grafted into His vine so that we can draw from the sap 
which comes from GOD (YHVH), so that we can bear much fruit. 

John 15:4-5 4 Remain in Me, and I [will remain] in you. Just as no branch can bear fruit 
by itself without remaining in the vine, neither can you [bear fruit, producing evidence of 
your faith] unless you remain in Me. 5 I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who 
remains in Me and I in him bears much fruit, for [otherwise] apart from Me [that is, cut off 
from vital union with Me] you can do nothing. 

And our reward in Heaven is EVEN GREATER!! 

John 15:9-17  I am the true Vine, and My Father is the Vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me 
that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that continues to bear fruit, He 
[repeatedly] prunes, so that it will bear more fruit [even richer and finer fruit]. 3 You are 
already clean because of the word which I have given you [the teachings which I have 
discussed with you]. 4 Remain in Me, and I [will remain] in you. Just as no branch can bear 
fruit by itself without remaining in the vine, neither can you [bear fruit, producing evidence 
of your faith] unless you remain in Me. 5 I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one 
who remains in Me and I in him bears much fruit, for [otherwise] apart from Me [that is, cut 
off from vital union with Me] you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in Me, he is 
thrown out like a [broken off] branch, and withers and dies; and they gather such branches 
and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you remain in Me and My words 
remain in you [that is, if we are vitally united and My message lives in your heart], ask 
whatever you wish and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified and honored by this, 
when you bear much fruit, and prove yourselves to be My [true] disciples. 9 I have loved 
you just as the Father has loved Me; remain in My love [and do not doubt My love for you]. 
10 If you keep My commandments and obey My teaching, you will remain in My love, just 
as I have kept My Father’s Commandments and remain in His love. 11 I have told you 
these things so that My joy and delight may be in you, and that your joy may be made 
full and complete and overflowing. 
  

GODLY WOMEN PERSEVERE THROUGH HARDSHIP TO LEAVE A LEGACY  

SARAH LAUGHS  

Sarah has already had to suffer greatly. She has moved where ever her husband felt was 
what GOD (YHVH) meant / wanted. 

(1) She continues to be barren. She has seen the bondservant Hagar fall pregnant and 
produce a son for Abraham. 

This portion starts with what appears to be the dawning of a NEW time for Sarah. The 
“Lord” (Strong’s Hebrew 3068: the proper Name of the One True GOD is YHVH] appears 
to Abraham. Without any further explanation, we see a transfer of attention from GOD 
(YHVH) into 3 men who need his hospitality. 

And this is Sarah’s time. It is here that the prophecy comes to light that speaks to the 
promise of a Covenant son. And it says that she laughed... 
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Hardship (when things said do not look that rosy for her) 
Old age (when she is past the age of child bearing)  

Most of us are distressed / tearful / worried about the size of the tribulations that we are 
facing, yet Sarah laughs… Is it because she thinks it is impossible, or is it perhaps that she 
needs to have a release from the tension that this new challenge will bring to her? 

However, before Isaac can be born, she will suffer further humiliation. Marriage speaks to 
UNITY, to ONEness and to Covenant. 

(2) Yet when faced with Abimelech and the fear that he could be harmed, Abraham passes 
Sarah off as his sister. He allows the king to take Sarah away from his side, from his tent 
and into the home of a pagan.  Sarah ‘the virtuous bride’ and mother of the home, is 
removed from her position in the home and in the family (all of the other men and women 
who travelled with Abraham) would see and feel her shame.  

One of the interesting lessons in pre-marital counselling is the topic of TRUST. Consider 
for a moment, if those who you trust deeply, ‘GIVE YOU AWAY’, will you not suffer from a 
deep break in the trust relationship? What would Abraham have to do to restore those 
levels of trust?  

GOD (YHVH) intervenes and it says that “in a dream by night” (and I would like to think 
that it was that same night) that Sarah is released back into the arms of Abraham.  

(3) She faces further humiliation by seeing the son of Hagar running around the tents. 
There is a clear sign that Sarah is not BLESSED. 

With this background would you also not laugh? 

Somehow through all of this, Sarah is able to fall pregnant, to produce ISAAC, the Son of 
the Covenant, and through the next few years, until the day that his father takes him away 
for the event which becomes known as the binding of Isaac, she is able to instil her 
values / principles and belief system into Isaac . 

How do we know this? Abraham will send his servant to find a wife for Isaac.  From the 
very first moment, until the end of his days, “HE LOVED HER”. The legacy lived on… 

There is a New Testament story that matches this attitude of endurance, of pushing 
through until justice has been done. AND it’s Y’shua Himself that tells the story of the 
widow who would not give up. 

He has two lessons for us here: 

He will avenge those who cry out. 
He asks if He find those who are faithful when He returns? 

Luke 18:7-8 Now won’t God grant justice to His chosen people who cry out to Him day 
and night? Is He delaying long over them? 8 I tell you that He will judge in their favor, and 
quickly! But when the Son of Man comes, will He find this trust on the earth at all?” 
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A CERTAIN WOMAN AND MOTHER OF THE SONS OF PROPHETS 

In the Haftora portion for this week we read of another unnamed woman that is suffering 
hardship. It is the time of Jezebel, so we can assume that her family was GOD-fearing and 
had withstood the instructions from this ungodly queen, which resulted in their hardship. 

2 Kings 4:1-7  The wife of one of the guild prophets complained to Elisha. “Your servant 
my husband died,” she said, “and you know that he feared ADONAI. Now a creditor has 
come to take my two children as his slaves.”  2 Elisha asked her, “What should I do for 
you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?” She answered, “Your servant has nothing 
in the house but a flask of oil.”   
3 Then he said, “Go, and borrow containers from all your neighbors, empty containers; and 
don’t borrow just a few!  4 Then go in; shut the door, with you and your sons inside; and 
pour oil into all those containers; and as they are filled, put them aside.”  5 So she left him 
and shut the door on herself and her sons. They brought her the containers while she 
poured.  6 When the containers were full, she said to her son, “Bring me another 
container”; but he answered, “There isn’t another container.” Then the oil stopped flowing.  
7 She came and told the man of God; and he said, “Go, sell the oil, and pay your debt; 
then you and your sons can live on what’s left.” 

We will see that when all seems lost, she turns to the prophet Elisha and asks for help.  
She only has a small jar of oil in the house. He tells her to continue pouring this oil into 
other jars until she cannot anymore. Eventually she runs out of containers. 

NOTE - she still has her original jar of oil!! 

Endurance ends with sufficient oil to pay off her debts and enough to live well thereafter. It 
says the oil stopped. What we are meant to understand is that there was nothing left to 
pour into, the containers were not enough!!! As I read this I cannot help but ask myself, 
exactly what the spiritual message is for us today. You see, you and I are containers of the 
Glory of GOD (YHVH). His OIL of the Holy Spirit is ready to be poured out over us, but it 
seems that the containers are few!! 
 

�8



This woman had the courage to pour that which she had, and because she did this, she 
was blessed. Are you and I not going to take on this character-trait and start to pour out 
that which GOD (YHVH) has blessed you with so that the Spirit of abundance can be seen 
in His Body / Bride. 

**NUGGET** It seems that endurance / perseverance in the pursuit of JUSTICE, 
especially by a mother / wife, are attributes that build a legacy of Godly character. 

LOT’S WIFE, A TRUE MOTHER? 

One of the most difficult stories to understand is that of Lot’s wife. 

Paul tells us that every story has life lesson... 

The obvious one, which everyone speaks of, is the need to listen to and do everything 
that GOD (YHVH) says, exactly the way He requires of us. 

But is this all that we must take from this story? 

One can see the heart of a mother in Lot’s wife’s story... Lot is not a particularly Godly 
man. He makes choices that have a negative influence on the family. Initially we are told 
that he set up his tent on the outside boundary of the city of Sodom. By the time GOD 
(YHVH) comes to judge the city, he has moved up the social scale to the extent, that he 
sits as a judge in the city gates. He fails to extend real hospitality. And then he does 
something that would destroy the heart and soul of a mother— he offers his daughters’ 
virtue without any second thought. 

How do you do something like that with the Gift that GOD (YHVH) has given you?! Lot’s 
wife looks back… but does she do so in fear? No! They are safe away from the city. It 
seems that they are in Zoar, before the destruction begins. 

Genesis 19:23-26 23 By the time Lot had come to Tzo‘ar, the sun had risen over the land. 
24 Then Adonai caused sulfur and fire to rain down upon S’dom and ‘Amora from Adonai 
out of the sky. 25 He overthrew those cities, the entire plain, all the inhabitants of the cities 
and everything growing in the ground. 26 But his wife looked back from behind him, and 
she became a column of salt.

The question is... What mother, who has left daughters and sons-in-law, and possibly 
grandchildren, would not look back? I suggest that the salt pillar is not a rejection of GOD 
(YHVH), but a memorial to the children left behind... 

What is the lesson for us? 

It is clearly not wrong to want the best for our children. But compromise is also not the way 
to change their hearts. GOD (YHVH) shows us that tough love is sometimes needed in 
order to protect those who are left behind. 
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GOD (YHVH)’S PLEA TO ABRAHAM 

GOD (YHVH)’s final test for Abraham is, “offer your son.” 

But which one? 
   The one that you love! 
I love both! 
   The COVENANT son! 

Genesis 22:6 Then Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and laid it on [the 
shoulders of] Isaac his son, and he took the fire (firepot) in his own hand and the 
[sacrificial] knife; and the two of them walked on together. 

Powerful words, “they walked together”. The most visible act of a true father is one who 
walks with and faces the tribulation together with those whom he leads. One of the most 
difficult questions to answer is;  

Did Abraham tell Sarah what he was about to do?  
Is that perhaps the reason why we read so soon afterwards that she died? 

Hebrews 6:13-15 13 For when God made the promise to Abraham, He swore [an oath] by 
Himself, since He had no one greater by whom to swear, 14 saying, “I will surely bless you 
and I will surely multiply you.” 15 And so, having patiently waited, he realized the promise 
[in the miraculous birth of Isaac, as a pledge of what was to come from God]. 

"  

THE PRODIGAL / LOST SON  

We will listen to Y’shua many years after this portion has been recorded, when He uses 
the image of two sons / brothers in a parable. We find this recorded for us in the Book of 
Luke.  

Please read through this portion, keeping in mind the number of times the Bible will record:  
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1. Discord between brothers,  
2. And the act of freedom of choice by one brother to move away from home to do his own 
thing.  

Also keep in mind our theme, namely, that a Godly mother provides the FOUNDATION for 
a family legacy. 

Luke 15:11-32 Again Yeshua said, “A man had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate that will be mine.’ So the father divided 
the property between them. 13 As soon as he could convert his share into cash, the 
younger son left home and went off to a distant country, where he squandered his money 
in reckless living.  14 But after he had spent it all, a severe famine arose throughout that 
country, and he began to feel the pinch. 15   “So he went and attached himself to one of 
the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his 
stomach with the carob pods the pigs were eating, but no one gave him any. 17  “At last he 
came to his senses and said, ‘Any number of my father’s hired workers have food to 
spare; and here I am, starving to death!  18 I’m going to get up and go back to my father 
and say to him, “Father, I have sinned against Heaven and against you;  19 I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired workers.” ’20 So he got up and 
started back to his father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 
moved with pity. He ran and threw his arms around him and kissed him warmly. 21 His son 
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against Heaven and against you; I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son — ’  22 but his father said to his slaves, ‘Quick, bring out a robe, the 
best one, and put it on him; and put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet;  23 and 
bring the calf that has been fattened up, and kill it; let’s eat and have a celebration!  24 For 
this son of mine was dead, but now he’s alive again! He was lost, but now he has been 
found!’ And they began celebrating. 25   “Now his older son was in the field. As he came 
close to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and 
asked, ‘What’s going on?’  27 The servant told him, ‘Your brother has come back, and your 
father has slaughtered the calf that was fattened up, because he has gotten him back safe 
and sound.’  28 But the older son became angry and refused to go inside.“So his father 
came out and pleaded with him. 29 ‘Look,’ the son answered, ‘I have worked for you all 
these years, and I have never disobeyed your orders. But you have never even given me 
a young goat, so that I could celebrate with my friends.  30 Yet this son of yours comes, 
who squandered your property with prostitutes, and for him you slaughter the fattened 
calf!’  31 ‘Son, you are always with me,’ said the father, ‘and everything I have is yours.  32 
We had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead but has come 
back to life — he was lost but has been found.’” 

Now that you have considered this parable, let’s think about exactly how a parent, and 
more specifically a mother, feels when children elect to walk in ways that are strange to 
GOD (YHVH). We are going to see this pattern repeated over and over again. The choice 
is individually yours and mine… It’s called freedom of choice. 

We will note: 

Isaac  and Ishmael 
Jacob and Esau  
Judah and Ephraim  
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Some of those who end up as leaders who walk in obedience, will start off in a totally 
different direction. Think of Judah that marries a Canaanite, sells his brother, 
misrepresents his integrity to a widow. How did those mothers feel about the course of 
action taken by their offspring? What did they do to reverse these wrong choices?  

Do you not think that … 

Like Hannah they petitioned GOD (YHVH)? 
Like Rachel she “weeps” for her children? 

A FINAL THOUGHT 

Do you know that YHVH speaks to Himself… no, not really - He speaks to the Holy Spirit /
Y’shua - but that is the way it seems… 

Genesis 18:17-19 ADONAI said, “Should I hide from Avraham what I am about to do,  18 
inasmuch as Avraham is sure to become a great and strong nation, and all the nations of 
the earth will be blessed by him?  19 For I have made Myself known to him, so that he 
will give orders to his children and to his household after him to keep the way of 
ADONAI and to do what is right and just, so that ADONAI may bring about for Avraham 
what He has promised him.” 

Here we see YHVH consider whether He should discuss a matter with Abraham… AND 
THEN, because he will be a father that stands on RIGHTEOUSNESS and JUSTICE, 
YHVH decides that He must include man in world affairs. 

**NUGGET** IF MANKIND WANTS TO MAKE AN IMPACT ON THE WORLD, IT WILL 
NOT HAPPEN BY ORGANISATIONS SUCH AS THE U.N., OR PRESIDENTS OF 
COUNTRIES, BUT BY MEN AND WOMEN THAT STRIVE FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS AND 
JUSTICE. 
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“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will 
bless them.   
                                 -- Numbers 6:24-27 

Shalom!!
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