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Parashah  Vayetze - Week 7 

GOD’S DREAM FOR MAN 

This week’s portion comes from Genesis 28:10 - 32:3; Hosea 12:13 - 14:10; John 
1:43-51. 

SUMMARY  

Jacob will leave home to get away from Esau. He has the dream of the “ladder” and 
realises that he has a basis to trust GOD (YHVH) for deliverance. Jacob arrives at the well, 
sees Rachel and falls in love with her. He will work for 7 years to earn her hand in 
marriage, be tricked into marrying Leah, will work for many more years before the call to 
return home. Jacob will flee from Laban, there will be a confrontation and finally a form of 
peace in the family. 

 

A FATHER–SON DREAM … RESTORATION 

This portion is filled with dreams, and it’s out of dreams that we need to have a vision of 
the future. Humans were created to envisage a brave new world and then plot and plan 
the journey to achieve that result. 

Dreams can also be prophetic, they can be GOD (YHVH) - given and awaken our spirit-
man to reflect on a path and consider making the choice to attempt to live up to our full 
potential. GOD (YHVH)’s dream is that we live in the fullness of the Covenant with a willing 
spirit and an upright heart. 

Sometimes we need an adverse circumstance to launch us out into that journey.  Fathers 
are called to identify potential, talents, abilities and then create the space where the child 
can experiment in safety, learning by mistakes and by observing Godly role models so that 
they have the courage to attempt those opportunities which cross their path. 
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Unfortunately, we do not always follow GOD (YHVH)’ s pattern. You see, a father’s home 
can become quite comfortable. And fathers fail to prepare their children for the adventure 
of living a life of victory. Today we see many children that should be independent, still living 
at home, aimlessly wandering from pillar to post. Or else we find broken children falling 
from one failure to the next. It’s for this reason that this Scripture reading has such a major 
impact - it talks to the journey of restoration, it speaks to the heartache that goes with the 
time of separation, it identifies the hardships that come upon children that do not have a 
family structure to support them through difficulties… AND most importantly, it describes 
the choice and the journey of reconciliation. Reconciliation costs a price - TEARS, 
CONCERN, on so on, but the ultimate result is “returning to the Land of Promise”. 

**NUGGET!** UNFORGIVE-NESS WILL AWAYS KEEP YOU OUTSIDE THE LAND OF 
PROMISE. 

THE GOAL: TO RETURN TO MY FATHER’S HOUSE IN SHALOM 
(PEACE) 

Genesis 28:20-21 20 Then Jacob made a vow (promise), saying, “If God will be with me 
and will keep me on this journey that I take, and will give me food to eat and clothing to 
wear, 21 and if [He grants that] I return to my father’s house in safety, then the Lord will 
be my God. 

This word “shalom” (Strong’s H 7965) has many meanings or interpretations. Let’s look at 
some of them: 

Completeness, (in number). 
Soundness in body. 
Welfare, health, prosperity. 
Peace, quiet, tranquility, contentment. 
Friendship with GOD (YHVH) in Covenant relationship. 
Peace from war. 

�4



Jacob’s prayer is NOT asking for something small or insignificant. He is asking for full 
restoration!  

Jacob starts off with an act of deceit / misrepresentation… he claims to be someone 
he is not. Many people today want to reject the idea of generational curses and they would 
like to think that the word, curse, has a different connotation today than in the time of 
Jacob. 

The Sages  say;  “the action of a father will determine the footsteps of the son.” In 1

our modern day thinking we will say that whatever you as father role model as 
acceptable behaviour, will become the norm that your children follow.  

What happens in Jacob’s life (remember he wants to return whole / in peace to his father’s 
house): 

His sons: Reuben and Levi deceive Jacob and the entire city in the incident with 
regard to Dinah. 

His ten sons will deceive him into believing that some wild animal has killed his son 
Joseph. 

Laban will deceive him into marrying Leah after he had worked the seven years for 
the love of his life, Rachel. 

Genesis 29:21-23 21 Finally, Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife, for my time [of 
service] is completed, so that I may take her to me [as my wife].” 22 So Laban 
gathered together all the men of the place and prepared a [wedding] [feast [with wine]. 23 
But in the evening he took Leah his daughter and brought her to Jacob, and Jacob 
[went in to [consummate the marriage with] her. 

Laban will deceive him with the contract for the work that he does after he has paid 
off the price of the two women. 

His wife, Rachel, will deceive him by carrying the pagan gods of her father with her 
when they leave Laban’ s house. 

Genesis 31:34 34 Now Rachel had taken the household idols and put them in the 
camel’s saddlebag and sat on them. Laban searched through all her tent, but did not find 
them. 

Where is the wholeness—where is the Shalom? 

 The difference between a prophet and a sage is where they discover God working in our lives. The prophet 1

studies the future and points out the opportunities for righteousness and goodness that we may encounter in 
our life's journey. The sage looks into the past and shows us how we made way for God's healing presence 
and loving power in the choices we made and the paths we followed. The prophet fortifies us with the gift of 
hope. The sage strengthens us with the gift of meaning.

We need both prophets and sages. We need to hear both voices. Yet, the task of the sage is harder and 
greater than that of the prophet. The prophet helps us find purpose and significance in the open-ended 
future. The sage guides us in the search for value and meaning in our already closed past.
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JACOB HAS A DREAM 

Jacob’s ability to push through all of the adversity 
and pain is centred on his focus on the promise 
in his dream. 

Genesis 28:12-15 12 He dreamed that there was 
a ladder (stairway) placed on the earth, and the 
top of it reached [out of sight] toward heaven; and 
[he saw] the angels of God ascending and 
descending on it [going to and from heaven]. 13 
And behold, the Lord stood above and around 
him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham 
your [father’s] father and the God of Isaac; I will 
give to you and to your descendants the Land [of 
promise] on which you are lying. 14 Your 
descendants shall be as [countless as] the 
dust of the earth, and you shall spread 
abroad to the west and the east and the north 

and the south; and all the families (nations) of 
the earth shall be blessed through you and your descendants.  
15 Behold, I am with you and will keep [careful watch over you and guard] you 
wherever you may go, and I will bring you back to this [promised] Land; for I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 

Jacob is determined to repent, to make restitution (he gives Esau a blessing of the 
material things is life), he walks in peace with the neighbours, and he destroys the pagan 
altars. And after many years, he returns, in peace to the house of his father. 

Genesis 35:27-29 27 Jacob came to Isaac his father at Mamre of Kiriath-arba (that is, 
Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had lived temporarily. 28 Now the days of Isaac were 
a hundred and eighty years. 29 Isaac’s spirit departed and he died and was gathered to 
his people [who had preceded him in death], an old man full of days (satisfied, fulfilled); his 
sons Esau and Jacob buried him [in the cave of Machpelah with his parents Abraham and 
Sarah]. 

This same promise is a prophetic word for all of those who turn away from the path that 
GOD (YHVH) has set for us. We find a GOD (YHVH) that is merciful. One Who loves 
unconditionally, a GOD (YHVH) who will restore our beauty in the likeness of the lily of the 
valley. 

Hosea 14:5-10 5 I shall be like the dew to Israel; He will blossom like the lily, And he will 
take root like the cedars of Lebanon. 6 His shoots will sprout, And his beauty will be like 
the olive tree And his fragrance like the cedars of Lebanon. 7 Those who live in his 
shadow Will again raise grain, And they will blossom like the vine. His renown will be like 
the wine of Lebanon. 8 O Ephraim, what more have I to do with idols? It is I who have 
answered and will care for you and watch over you. I am like a luxuriant cypress tree; With 
Me your fruit is found [which is to nourish you].  
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9 Whoever is [spiritually] wise, let him understand these things; Whoever is [spiritually] 
discerning and understanding, let him know them. For the ways of the Lord are right, And 
the righteous will walk in them, But transgressors will stumble and fall in them. 
  
Paul tells us that even though we are engulfed in trials and tribulations, we need to ensure 
that NO ROOT OF BITTERNESS springs up in our lives!! If we deal with the hurts, forgive 
unconditionally, and walk in love then we will return to the “Father’s House in 
Shalom.” 

Hebrews 12:14-17 14 Continually pursue peace with everyone, and the sanctification 
without which no one will [ever] see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one falls short of God’s 
grace; that no root of resentment springs up and causes trouble, and by it many be 
defiled; 16 and [see to it] that no one is immoral or godless like Esau, who sold his own 
birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know that later on, when he wanted [to regain title 
to] his inheritance of the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no opportunity for 
repentance [there was no way to repair what he had done, no chance to recall the choice 
he had made], even though he sought for it with [bitter] tears. 

PLACES OF IMPORTANCE ON OUR JOURNEY HOME 

In this story we will see that Jacob sets up stones as memorials. Memorials are important.  

Firstly, they stand as a prophetic declaration as to an event.  

Secondly, they serve as reminders for our minds and emotions to reflect on when things 
are not going well with us. 

MEMORIAL OF GOD’S PROMISE 

Jacob set up his first stone at Beit-el. 

Genesis 28: 20-22 Ya‘akov took this vow: “If God will be with me and will guard me on this 
road that I am traveling, giving me bread to eat and clothes to wear,  21 so that I return to 
my father’s house in peace, then ADONAI will be my God;  22 and this stone, which I have 
set up as a standing-stone, will be God’s House… ” 
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He has seen and heard that GOD (YHVH) is with him. He has a beacon of light to guide 
him home at anytime. He is able the measure the distance that is still to be covered by the 
line of sight that he has to home. Once a man such as Jacob has had a dream such as 
this, those images will have been imprinted in his mind/memory forever. Wherever he 
goes, and whatever circumstances he will face , one thing is certain, He is able to instantly 
recall all of the promises as these images flow through his mind. 

MEMORIAL OF A COVENANT OF 
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR 

Jacob builds a memorial stone at Machanayim when 
he reconciles with Laban: 

Genesis 31:48 - 52 Lavan said, “This pile witnesses 
between me and you today.” This is why it is called 
Gal-‘Ed 49 and also HaMitzpah [the watchtower], 
because he said, “May ADONAI watch between me 
and you when we are apart from each other.  50 If 
you cause pain to my daughters, or if you take wives 
in addition to my daughters, then, even if no one is 
there with us, still God is witness between me and you.”  51 Lavan also said to Ya‘akov, 
“Here is this pile, and here is this standing-stone, which I have set up between me and 
you.  52 May this pile be a witness, and may the standing-stone be a witness, that I will not 
pass beyond this pile to you, and you will not pass beyond this pile and this standing-stone 
to me, to cause harm. 

Jacob runs away from Laban - he does not have the courage to face Laban but that does 
not mean that he has not lived a righteous life. He has kept his word, he has honoured his 
commitments, he has walked in integrity. More importantly, when GOD (YHVH) gives him 
instructions in time of conflict, he obeys implicitly. 

Genesis 31:24 But God came to Lavan the Arami in a dream that night and said to him, 
“Be careful that you don’t say anything to Ya‘akov, either good or bad.” 

PHYSICAL / SPIRITUAL MEMORIALS  

We have seen that Jacob builds physical memorials and we can see their value in this 
journey of life. However, Paul tells us (1 Corinthians 15:45) that we are instructed to do 
things in the physical domain, so that we will be able to interpret the spiritual application as 
we enter into the Tabernacle of Living Stones. Any action of doing that remains a physical 
one only is ritual / legalism at best and mostly an ABOMINATION to GOD (YHVH).   

Have you thought about the memorial that Jacob builds with Laban - someone who is a 
“stranger to the Covenant”?  The words used to “name” this place gives some idea of the 
spiritual interplay that is taking place. 

Laban refers to the place names of Galeed— Strong’s hebrew 1567, meaning “a witness 
heap”.  And Mitpah — Strong’s 4709, meaning “a watchtower”.  
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In other words, the stranger to the Covenant sees our “word / integrity / honour” as a 
watchtower and a witness of  OUR FAITHFULNESS. 

Jacob names the place Machanayim. The Strong’s Hebrew — 4266 contains the meaning 
of “two camps”. 

What is Jacob saying? He is applying the “Paul principle”, i.e. he says wherever Sons of 
Abraham live (even in the midst of strangers who serve idols), we are representing the 
Heavenly city of GOD (YHVH). 

At all times there are the two legs of the ladder. 

Genesis 28:12 He dreamt that there before him was a ladder resting on the ground with 
its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of ADONAI were going up and down on it. 

One leg will be in Jerusalem / Heaven / Holy and the other one leg may be in the world of 
strangers.    
They (the strangers) may see our “lifestyle / word / values ” as a watchtower.  

GOD (YHVH) sees our lifestyle / role-model as that which belongs to a “different camp”. 
We are to be set-apart—not by our clothes and other physical things, but rather by our 
walk of integrity and then Fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

**NUGGET!** DO STRANGERS SEE YOU AS THE HOUSE OF GOD / AS THE GATE 
TO HEAVEN? 

HAVE YOU BUILT SPIRITUAL MEMORIALS  

It is easy to look at a physical stone. The world looks at your “living stone” to see: 

Does your business ethics match fairness and justice 
Does your marriage reflect love, truth, and compassion 
Does your family life reflect the principles of legacy  

Every deed that you do, is planted somewhere in someone’s mind and emotions!! 

HAFTORAH 

The Haftorah portion describes the event of Jacob running away from Laban, just as he 
had from Esau. 

We find this interesting verse!! 

Hosea 12:13 Ya‘akov fled to the land of Aram. There Isra’el slaved to win a wife; for a 
wife he tended sheep. 
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In simple terms, we can labour in the Kingdom (after a wife)—but works without faith are  a 
ritual.  

OR 

We can “tend” the Kingdom (look after our wife) — works with faith and love and 
compassion  
It’s only in the latter model that we truly present ourselves as “sons 
of the Covenant”. 

A FINAL THOUGHT. 

Has GOD (YHVH) given you a dream…?  

With all certainty you have been blessed with 
talents and with gifts!! Y’shua speaks  of this in 
the parables and makes sure that we understand 
that GOD (YHVH) expects a return on His 
investment… He expects us to use whatever 
we have been given to impact the world and 
to reveal His Glory! 

What has happened to that dream? Do you 
really believe that it lies at your feet in pieces…? 

GOD (YHVH) says that He restores those who 
return to His paths of righteousness! 

It is only when we read these “words” with a 
circumcised heart, and when we “plant” this 
vision of GOD (YHVH)’s FAITHFULNESS into our 
minds and emotions, that we will really and truly be able to WALK IN FAITH. 

Genesis 28:15 Look, I am with you. I will guard you wherever you go, and I will bring you 
back into this Land, because I won’t leave you until I have done what I have promised you. 

Stand up and take courage!! Lift up your head and focus on the dream that GOD  
(YHVH) has for YOU! 

�10



 

PRIESTLY BLESSING. 

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will 
bless them.   
                                 -- Numbers 6:24-27 

Shalom!!
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