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Parashah  Vayeshev, “He continued living” - Week 9 

FOR THEY DO NOT KNOW HOW TO DO RIGHT!! 

This week’s portion covers the following: Genesis 37:1-40:23; Amos 2:6-3:8; and Acts 
7:9-16. 

SUMMARY  

Jacob may have dealt with his brother, but his role as parent has not been quite what it 
should be, and the underlying tension in the family will unravel in the next few years.  

Joseph, clearly with a Godly calling as evidenced by the dreams that he has, has no level 
of maturity and angers his brothers. Joseph, with the multi-coloured coat, a proof of a 
doting father’s misguided love, goes to check on his brothers, and because of his brothers’ 
jealousy, is dropped into a pit.  

A caravan of Midianite traders passes by, and Judah tries to “save” his brother by selling 
him off as a slave. Jacob is heart broken — by the lies of his sons.  

Judah leaves home, marries a foreign woman, has a son, who displeases GOD (YHVH) 
and are killed. Judah tries to swindle Tamar from her rightful place — she appears as a 
prostitute to Judah, who is revealed as the unrighteous one when Tamar produces his 
staff.  

Joseph has his own adventure with Potiphar’s wife, lands up in prison / goal, interprets 
others dreams, but for the mean-time, remains there. 

 
We are all born into this world with the exact same 
privilege - we have been blessed with the gift of 
freedom of choice. As from the days of Adam and 
Eve, we only have one real commandment to 
follow… 

Will we choose to walk in the path that GOD 
(YHVH) sets out for us? OR… Will we choose 
to walk to the tune of the world’s drum beats 
and follow our own ego? 

People try to make life complicated with 
hundreds of individual commandments (and 
there is nothing wrong with studying these, as it 
gives you perspectives from a different angle) but 
in the end it’s really a matter of: Do you walk in 

obedience or do you walk in rebellion? 

GOD (YHVH) tells us that there are consequences to our choices…more importantly: He 
tells us that the consequences are there because He loves us. A Father’s Heart is always 
to see His son walk in His Footsteps. 
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Amos 3:1-2 Hear this word that the Lord has spoken against you, O children of Israel, 
against the whole family which I brought up from the land of Egypt: 2 “I have known 
[chosen, cared for, and loved] only you of all the families of the earth; Therefore I 
shall punish you for all your wickedness.” 

Is it important to have a list of wrongs…? It could help, as it gives us some idea of what 
we can do to change, but the actual list is not of consequence. We are either: lawless /
legalistic, or faithfully following Y’shua.  

The Book of Amos does however give us some idea: 

Amos 2:6-8 Thus says the Lord, “For three transgressions of Israel and for four 
(multiplied delinquencies) I will not reverse its punishment or revoke My Word concerning 
it, Because they sell the righteous and innocent for silver And the needy for the price of a 
pair of sandals. 7 “These who pant after (long to see) the dust of the earth on the head of 
the helpless [as sign of their grief and distress] Also turn aside the way of the humble; And 
a man and his father will go to the same girl So that My Holy Name is profaned. 8 “They 
stretch out beside every [pagan] altar on clothes taken in pledge [to secure a loan, 
disregarding God’s command], And in the House of their God [in contempt of Him] they 
frivolously drink the wine [which has been] taken from those who have been fined. 
Amos 2:11-12 11 “Then I raised up some of your sons to be prophets [who gave you My 
revelation], And some of your young men to be Nazirites (dedicated ones). Is this not true, 
O you children of Israel?” says the Lord. 12 “But you gave the Nazirites wine to drink 
[despite their vows] And commanded the prophets, saying, ‘You shall not prophesy!’ 

This portion tells a number of stories. They vary from the selling and imprisonment of 
Joseph, to Judah and his daughter-in-law, to the time in prison for Joseph. 

The question is, what do they all have in common, or how do the stories build on each 
other? As we look at these stories, let’s keep in mind the plumb-line or benchmark 
that GOD (YHVH) sets out for mankind in: 

Micah 6:8 Human being, you have already been told what is good, what ADONAI 
demands of you — no more than to act justly, love grace and walk in purity with your God. 
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A) Joseph goes out to spy on his brothers and informs his father what they are up to. Self-
righteousness and pride has caused the fall of many, there are many who believe that they 
are indispensable. Leaders who focus on their ability / power / charisma ALMOST always 
make decisions that suit them. Joseph has much to learn about leadership and even more 
importantly, about being a servant-leader. It is not for nothing that GOD (YHVH) defines 
three attributes as the essence of character, namely: Justice, Compassion and Humility. 
Joseph failed to understand the fundamental message of these 3 attributes and reacts in 
the opposite spirit. His journey through the pit, prison / goal will cause him to develop an 
appreciation for these values, and in time come to reflect them in his day to day walk. 

Genesis 37:14 14 Then Jacob said to him, “Please go and see whether everything is all 
right with your brothers and all right with the flock; then bring word [back] to me.” So he 
sent him from the Hebron Valley, and he went to Shechem. 

B) The ten brothers will eventually sell him off into slavery and then be unbelievably cruel 
to their father by pretending that Joseph had been killed, causing years of pain and 
heartache all for nothing.                                                                                                    
We can understand that there would be some family fights, especially between the 
children from the different mothers. Had Jacob been able to show equal love to all children 
(other than the coat of many colours) - had there been words of encouragement, had each 
child been developed to his full potential… or are these only words / concepts that fit with 
this century. It is plausible to think that one child is hated by all others, but to think that that 
same hatred could extend to their father in that they would willingly cause someone else 
grief, is hard to understand. There was clearly no sense of justice, but the lack of 
compassion reveals a hardness of the soul. Some choices hurt. 

Genesis 37:31-35 31 Then they took Joseph’s tunic, slaughtered a male goat and 
dipped the tunic in the blood; and they brought the multicolored tunic to their father, 
saying, “We have found this; please examine it and decide whether or not it is your son’s 
tunic.” He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s tunic. A wild animal has devoured him; 
Joseph is without doubt torn in pieces!” So Jacob tore his clothes [in grief], put on 
sackcloth and mourned many days for his son. Then all his sons and daughters attempted 
to console him, but he refused to be comforted and said, “I will go down to Sheol (the 
place of the dead) in mourning for my son.” And his father wept for him. 

C) Judah will try to cheat his daughter-in-law out of her rights to live within the boundary of 
the family, removing her out of a place of protection, provision and safety, to a position 
where she has to fend for her own.                                                                                          
Women in the Bible certainly were not treated well. The context that women are equal, are 
regarded as women of valour, that women could own their own piece of land when they 
came into the Land of Promise, are all indications that women are highly valued by GOD 
(YHVH). Yet we see that women are treated as possessions, even after the role models of 
Sarah, Rebecca, and Rachel have been defined so clearly in the stories of the forefathers. 
So it quite clear that Judah’s actions reflect the greatest degree of Injustice but even more 
explicitly show that he lacked the compassion to care for the destitute. In the process she 
will be thrown to the wolves.                                                                                               
Some choices hurt. 
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Genesis 38:11 11 Then Judah said to Tamar, his daughter-in-law, “Remain a widow at 
your father’s house until Shelah my [youngest] son is grown”; [but he was deceiving her] 
for he thought that [if Shelah should marry her] he too might die like his brothers did.  
So Tamar went and lived in her father’s house. 

D) Judah will sleep with a “prostitute” and then before he knows better, wants to judge his 
daughter-in-law for the same act.                                                                                                 

It is not necessary to repeat all the details of the story. Suffice to say, Judah fails miserably 
in representing the Godly attributes of Justice and Compassion. 

Genesis 38:24 24 About three months later Judah was told, “Tamar your daughter-in-law 
has played the [role of a] prostitute, and she is with child because of her immorality.” So 
Judah said, “Bring her out and let her be burned [to death as punishment]!” 

E) Joseph will take his gift of prophecy, discernment, interpretation of dreams and want to 
gain a benefit in the physical, for a spiritual blessing.  

While he only tried to get out of prison, others today use these gifts to influence many 
believers to “pay” for their services. 

Genesis 40:14 14 Only think of me when it goes well with you, and please show me 
kindness by mentioning me to Pharaoh and get me out of this house. 

F) We live in a real world and cannot only use Biblical examples to highlight the cynical 
nature of the free choice man.  

Very recently, the UN maintained its consistent pattern of making bad decisions. This 
organisation voted to say that Jerusalem / Temple Mount was the exclusive right to the 
Moslem world. The fact that both Judaism and Christianity both have roots that date back 
much longer— the Koran was only recorded some 700 years after the Messiah walked on 
Earth, has been conveniently forgotten. So in a sense, this declaration wipes out the entire 
foundation of the Christian church, and yet we hear little opposition. More amazingly, in the 
exact same week, archeology finds are announced where the exact site of the Roman 
breakthrough into Jerusalem are revealed.  

Choices reveal character and 
values.  

As you can see, we have a number of very 
different scenarios, and in each case the 
individual is called to exercise his right to 
freedom of choice. In each case, they 
choose to walk in the ways of this world - the 
ways of lawlessness. 
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DO THE CLOTHES THAT YOU WEAR MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 

We see a very interesting correlation between 
these stories and the clothes that are mentioned. 
Clearly we have a connection… 

1) Joseph’s robe. 

Jacob gave Joseph a special robe. The only 
problem was that Joseph had not thought what 
the possible consequences of this action could 
be. It was probably already evident to the 
brothers that Joseph was the favourite. 

Jacob’s lack of wisdom or understanding as to 
exactly what the effect of this type of favouritism 
could do to a family relationship, is there for all 
to see. And on top of this, Joseph is blessed 
with the gift of prophecy.  

**Remember, we had previously spoken about 
the gifts as bells that would be found on the Priests’ robes (See Weekly Scripture 
Reading week 8, Parasha Vayishlach) 

As a result of his immaturity and prideful self, he makes sure that the brothers hear about 
“his position”.  CLANG CLANG!! The bell tolls... 

There are no Fruit of the Spirit here at this point in Joseph’s life. And so, in Paul’s 
“language”, the bell’s sound is that of the “old man”. Joseph will go from the pit to a job in a 
wealthy man’s house. While Joseph has no wisdom with respect to the robe of leadership 
and positional power, he reveals that he at least understands the risks associated with the 
robe of lust… although it gets ripped off him, he has the wisdom and the courage to run. 

We will see that Joseph returns to prison, and over time while he is there two things 
happen: 

He continues to develop the gift of prophecy, interpreting dreams and starts to 
appreciate that the gift is meant to help the community—not just an instrument of 
personal power.  

He learns that the robe that you wear, is firstly an indication of your office, and 
secondly, that you need to marry the lifestyle, and have personal integrity with the 
role / robe. 

2) Tamar’s clothes. 

 Tamar is the widow of Judah’s two sons who have died. The two men chose to walk along 
the path of the lawlessness - these sons chose a lifestyle that GOD (YHVH) did not 
approve of. 
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Tamar has done nothing wrong!! Judah 
however wants to do an injustice towards her... 

The story reads that she sheds her widow’s 
robes, dresses up as a prostitute and waits 
alongside of the road.   
Judah sees her, decides that she is a prostitute 
and sleeps with her.  Tamar then falls pregnant, 
and the “righteous” Judah wants to judge and 
condemn her. 

Is it not strange how people who are involved in 
some sinful activity will shout the loudest to 
judge others...?


Can the story be so straightforward? Let us think 
more carefully, and try to envisage some of the “facts” that are not presented here. 

This girl had married two of Judah’s sons. By any manner of imagination, she has to have 
lived in Judah’s house for a number of years. When she takes off the clothes of a 
prostitute to climb in bed with Judah, could he not at least have recognized her face? 

This leads us to raise two interesting questions... 

A) How would Judah not “know” her? 

B) Why would she be happy to take his belt, signet ring, and staff instead of money? 

Genesis 38:26 26 Judah recognized the articles, and said, “She has been more righteous 
[in this matter] than I, because I did not give her to my son Shelah [as I had promised].” 
And Judah did not have [intimate] relations with her again. 

I suggest to you, that the only way Judah would not “know” her was that she had lived in 
absolute modesty in his house... Judah had never seen her in public. 

Genesis 38:6-10 6 Now Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn; her name was Tamar. 7 But 
Er, Judah’s firstborn, was evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord killed him [in judgment]. 
8 Then Judah told Onan, “Go in to your brother’s widow, and perform your duty as a 
brother-in-law [under the levirate marriage custom]; [be her husband and] raise children for 
[the name of] your brother.” 9 Onan knew that the child (heir) would not be his [but his 
dead brother’s]; so whenever he lay with his brother’s widow, he spilled his seed on the 
ground [to prevent conception], so that he would not give a child to his brother. 10 But 
what he did was displeasing in the sight of the Lord; therefore He killed him also [in 
judgment]. 

I suggest that she had lived in his house long enough to have learned that Judah was a 
man of his word. Whatever he said, came to pass, and therefore she would trust him. 
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Genesis 38:18-19 18 He said, “What pledge shall I give you?” She said, “Your seal and 
your cord, and the staff that is in your hand.” So he gave them to her and was intimate with 
her, and she conceived by him. 19 Then she got up and left, and removed her veil and put 
on her widow’s clothing.

Her clothes revealed a daughter of Abraham—someone who placed her trust in GOD 
(YHVH), and who believed beyond doubt that this same GOD would ensure that justice 
would prevail.  His clothes revealed a man who (although destined to be the leader of the 
nation) still at this point in time, struggled to understand and role-model the role and 
purpose of a father. 

ARE THERE CHOICES THAT WE CAN SEE A TREND OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS? 

We cannot complete this portion with the thinking that man only makes poor choices. In 
fact, Joseph is described as righteous. He lives in amongst strangers to the value system 
that his “father” Abraham developed and taught. He lives in a time when GOD (YHVH) fails 
to reveal Himself in word and deed. 
  
He gives GOD (YHVH) the Glory when he stands before Pharaoh. He recognises that he 
has been placed in a position of trust and should not listen to Potiphar’s wife. He critically, 
shows mercy to the brothers who have wounded him. He is able to transform from the 
immature leader to the man who shows justice, compassion and walks in humility… His 
circumstances have moulded his character to the place where he is able to bring 
reconciliation out of hurt.  

Some choices bring healing! 

HAFTORAH 

The Haftorah portion in Amos AGAIN causes us to think of the choices that we are making. 
In judgement, the verse speaks of the injustice committed by the righteous and the abuse 
of the poor. It is these choices that will be revealed when the Fire of GOD (YHVH) BURNS 
our deeds, and we either find the ashes of the wood, hay, stubble, or the beauty of pure 
gold refined by Fire. 

Amos 2:6  Here is what ADONAI says: “For Isra’el’s three crimes, no, four — I will not 
reverse it — because they sell the upright for silver and the poor for a pair of shoes, 7 
grinding the heads of the poor in the dust and pushing the lowly out of the way; father and 
son sleep with the same girl, profaning my holy name; 8 lying down beside any altar on 
clothes taken in pledge; drinking wine in the house of their God bought with fines they 
imposed. 
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CONCLUSION 

How do we look at each other? 

Adam sinned, and “saw” that he was naked…his spiritual eyes had been closed and his 
physical eyes had been opened. He no longer saw the potential and purpose that is 
deposited in the spiritual realm. (Keep in mind his ability to look at each of the animals, 
see its nature, and then name them all individually with a unique name that reflected the 
animal.) 

Do you look at a brightly dressed person and see a conceited fool? 
Do you look at a scantily dressed woman and see a prostitute? 
Do you look at a man in rags and see a hobo? 
Do you look at a prison uniform and see a thief? 

Or do you look with spiritual eyes and see a lost young man, an emotionally wounded 
lady, an abused soul, or a slave to the world system? 

We all get an opportunity to face circumstances and an opportunity of exercising 
our right to freedom of choice; use this wisely and decide to choose LIFE!! 

Reuben, when faced with an empty pit ... 
The brothers, when faced with meeting their father ... 
Judah,when faced with a righteous Tamar ...  
Joseph when faced with life at the end of a long prison sentence ... 

ALL had to make a choice. 

Do I choose life and follow GOD (YHVH)? Or do I build my own kingdom? 
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The wonderful thing about the Bible is that it highlights good and bad stories.  The Bible 
shows us that some knew what was right, but that others never did. 

We have been empowered by the Holy Spirit Who is always available to speak gently if 
only we stop and listen. We know what is right... BUT will we walk in these ways...? 
The Bible gives an ominous warning: those who continually walk in lawlessness will face 
the wrath of GOD (YHVH).  

The calling of a son of Abraham means to stand up for what he believes in. 

Amos 3:12-13 12 Thus says the Lord, “Just as the shepherd snatches  (RESCUES) from 1

the mouth of the lion a couple of legs or a piece of the [sheep’s] ear [to prove to the owner 
that he has not stolen the animal], So will the [remaining] children of Israel living in 
Samaria be snatched (RESCUED) away With the corner of a bed and [part of] the 
damask covering of a couch. 13 “Hear and testify against the house of Jacob,” Says the 
Lord God, the God of hosts.” 

Wear your “ROBE” with integrity. 

The Priest were given specific robes to wear and these garments “covered” them while 
they worked in the Tabernacle. These robes defined their calling. A Priest who walks into 
the Tabernacle wearing the robes but doing whatever his ego / self wants, will perish—
(remember the sons of Aaron with the strange fire in Torah portion 8).   

A robe, even though it’s given by GOD (YHVH), when used for man’s 
own desires / purposes, will bring judgment. 

Y’shua will return for a Bride!! 
	
Wear the Robe of the Bride—make sure that there are no spots or wrinkles!! 

 The CORRECT translation is RESCUE and NOT “snatch”.1
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“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will 
bless them.   
                                 -- Numbers 6:24-27 

Shalom!!
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