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Parashah Sh'mini | שמיני | "Eighth"  
Week 26 

WE HAVE A HIGHER CALLING 

This portion comes from Leviticus 9:1-11:47; 2 Samuel 6:1-7:17; Mark 7:1-23; 2 
Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Galatians 2:11-16; 1 Peter 1:14-16. 

SUMMARY 

This week’s portion combines the story where: 
 

• Two of Aaron’s sons perish because 
they offered “unauthorized” fire,  

• A number of Commandments that 
pertain mainly to which things are 
“FOOD” and which are not.  

Unfortunately, we cannot get unclean to be 
halfway clean! 

It’s clear that we will need to be able to 
connect these two themes in the 
spiritual realm in order to serve in the 
Tabernacle of Living Stones. 

CLEAN / UNCLEAN 

Since we are busy at this point in time in 
the Torah with the subject matter of 
sacrifices / the Tabernacle / the role of the 
Priest, it is not strange to see a discussion 
about the concept of clean / unclean 
come up more than once. 

Not only are we to know what is considered clean and what is unclean, but we are to 
develop the skill to distinguish between the two, so that we can teach others. This 
mandate of teaching speaks to the ability to show by the mentoring / role modelling, that 
we are able to demonstrate what it means to obey GOD (YHVH), but also that we can 
convey what these actions mean in the spiritual realm. 

Something in that statement tells me, that it’s not about having a list of do’s and don’ts. 
You and I will face circumstances that have not been defined / described in the WORD, 
and we will have to be able to use our knowledge, our wisdom, and our ability to listen to 
the Holy Spirit, in order to make a decision about exactly how we are going to react in a 
way that glorifies His Name. We are not parrots that repeat verses without understanding. 
We are Sons / Daughters that react to our Father’s Voice. 
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Leviticus 10:10-11 So that you will distinguish between the holy and the common, and 
between the unclean and the clean; and so that you will teach the people of Isra’el all the 
laws ADONAI has told them through Moshe.” 

This implies, that we are to be applying our understanding of Biblical principles to 
circumstances today, which is far removed from those described in the Bible. It means that 
we cannot be stuck in the past.  

We are living in a world dramatically different to when Y’shua walked on earth. Questions 
such as: what are good values / behaviour on Facebook, what is Biblical modesty 2000 
years later, are relevant issues? The Bible speaks of how to deal with slaves, but we 
should ask if the society that we live in, with a massive inequality in income, is not a form 
of slavery!!! 

It is not easy … which is why we should be searching for the Small Still Voice of GOD 
(YHVH) daily. 

1 Peter 1:14-16 As people who obey God, do not let yourselves be shaped by the evil 
desires you used to have when you were still ignorant. On the contrary, following the Holy 
One who called you, become holy yourselves in your entire way of life; since the Tanakh 
says, “You are to be holy because I am holy.” 

One of the ways that people have implemented their understanding of the 
Commandments is the use of “fences” in order to guide them through their daily walk on 
earth. Fences are warning systems that are put in place in order to set off an alarm.  

Unfortunately many people turn the “fence” into a permanent structure, that often carries 
more weight that the original Commandment. We call these the “traditions of men”.   

These traditions of man become a heavy burden and are an absolute contradiction to 
what Y’shua said … MY BURDEN IS LIGHT. 
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And it’s EXACTLY these traditions that became the bone of contention between Y’shua 
and the Pharisees, on many occasions … It’s on one of these occasions that Y’shua gets 
into a debate about whether “washing of hands” and “honouring of parents / or giving a 
tithe”, are important in the context of the “fence” that had been built. 

Mark 7:1-13 The P’rushim and some of the Torah-teachers who had come from 
Yerushalayim gathered together with Yeshua and saw that some of His talmidim ate with 
ritually unclean hands, that is, without doing n’tilat-yadayim. For the P’rushim, and indeed 
all the Judeans, holding fast to the Tradition of the Elders, do not eat unless they have 
given their hands a ceremonial washing. Also, when they come from the marketplace they 
do not eat unless they have rinsed their hands up to the wrist; and they adhere to many 
other traditions, such as washing cups, pots and bronze vessels.) The P’rushim and the 
Torah-teachers asked Him, “Why don’t Your talmidim live in accordance with the Tradition 
of the Elders, but instead eat with ritually unclean hands?” Yeshua answered them, 
“Yesha‘yahu was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites — as it is written, ‘These 
people honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far away from Me. Their worship 
of Me is useless, because they teach man-made rules as if they were doctrines.’ 
8“You depart from God’s command and hold onto human tradition. Indeed,” He said to 
them, “you have made a fine art of departing from God’s Command in order to keep your 
tradition!” For Moshe said, ‘Honor your father and your mother,and ‘Anyone who 
curses his father or mother must be put to death. But you say, ‘If someone says to his 
father or mother, “I have promised as a korban”’” (that is, as a gift to God) “‘“what I might 
have used to help you,”’ then you no longer let him do anything for his father or mother. 
Thus, with your tradition which you had handed down to you, you nullify the Word of God! 
And you do other things like this.” 

Y’shua, continues with the conversation, and then moves on to say; it’s not what you put 
into your mouth that matters, but what comes out that is important. Many people have now 
taken this to mean that we can eat anything that we like. However, if you think about it, He 
is showing us that the reason why we only eat certain things (food) is so that we can 
remain focused to validate that only spiritual matters / words of life / words of blessing will 
come out of our mouths. 

Mark 7:14-20 Then Yeshua called the people to Him again and said, “Listen to Me, all of 
you, and understand this! There is nothing outside a person which, by going into him, can 
make him unclean.  Rather, it is the things that come out of a person which make a person 
unclean!” When He had left the people and entered the house, His talmidim asked Him 
about the parable. He replied to them, “So you too are without understanding? Don’t you 
see that nothing going into a person from outside can make him unclean? For it doesn’t go 
into his heart but into his stomach, and it passes out into the latrine.” “It is what comes out 
of a person,” He went on, “that makes him unclean.  

However, He clarifies exactly what He means later, and it has ABSOLUTELY NOTHING 
to do with food. 

Mark 7:21-22 “For from within, out of a person’s heart, come forth wicked thoughts, Sexual 
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, indecency, envy, slander, 
arrogance, foolishness. 
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It is within the context of a believer walking out the Spirit of the Commandments that Paul 
and Peter end up in a disagreement. And it is all about a “fence”.  

One of the fences that had been built over time was that one (Jew) should not mix 
with a gentile. The understanding was that the gentile was unclean and therefore had to 
be avoided. (Keep in mind the principle / or definition of what was clean / unclean is only 
described in terms of animals / birds / fish / crawling things … in not one instance is 
human kind ever mentioned in this context.)  

So, where exactly did this fence come from? The term “set apart” means to live to a 
different value / moral standard, not to move into a Ghetto. 

Peter and the sheet of unclean animals 

Peter had been shown an understanding (in the Spirit) that a gentile who had accepted 
Y’shua, was in fact perfectly acceptable to GOD (YHVH), the prophetic picture of the 

animals on the sheet, and that 
t h i s f e n c e w a s i n f a c t 
incorrect.  

His fellow-Jews were unaware of 
this and did not have this 
unders tand ing , and wou ld 
therefore judge him to be 
b r e a k i n g t h e m a n - m a d e 
tradition. His fear of man, and 
his unwillingness to stand on 
the revelation that he had been 
given, become the issue.  

While nobody could witness his 
actions, he was happy to meet 

and dine with them, however as soon as his fellow-Jews came on the scene, he separated 
himself from the gentiles. Paul called this hypocrisy. 

Galatians 2:11-14 Furthermore, when Kefa came to Antioch, I opposed him publicly, 
because he was clearly in the wrong. For prior to the arrival of certain people from the 
community headed by Ya‘akov, he had been eating with the Gentile believers; but when 
they came, he withdrew and separated himself, because he was afraid of the faction who 
favored circumcising Gentile believers. And the other Jewish believers became hypocrites 
along with him, so that even Bar-nabba was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14But when I saw 
that they were not walking a straight path, keeping in line with the truth of the Good News, 
I said to Kefa, right in front of everyone, “If you, who are a Jew, live like a Goy and not 
like a Jew, why are you forcing the Goyim to live like Jews? 
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RESPONSIBLE LIVING 

The various “food” Commandments have no logical, or scientific rationale to them. The list 
of “non-food” creatures are from all walks of life, animals, birds and fish. But keep in mind 
that GOD (YHVH) still made them all. 

Leviticus 11:2-3 Tell the people of Isra’el, ‘These are the living creatures which you may 
eat among all the land animals: Of all the things that live in the water, you may eat these: 
anything in the water that has fins and scales, whether in seas or in rivers — these you 
may eat.' 

Many times we can see that these are scavengers, those who eat the filth of the sea, land 
etc. and therefore we think that the meat would be a reflection of what they ate. We have 
no clear idea / logical reason to apply these “laws”. The lists are merely a set of “laws” that 
require either obedience or rejection and lawlessness. 

And it is this exact attribute that gives us value. You see, the decision to be obedient, 
requires self-discipline. It is possible to “keep” these “laws” when people are watching 
you and you are in a community of fellow believers, but what happens when you are all 
alone? 

I would submit that your decision to accept this form of self-discipline will stand you in 
very good stead when you are called on to apply your mind to the process of interpreting 
how we will live these other Commandments in today’s world of connectivity - internet, 
computers, planes, cars, and so forth. 

**NUGGET** Your decision not to eat these items as defined by GOD (YHVH) as non-
food, is not about the physical realm and the actual product eaten, but about the 
equal and opposite reaction in the Spiritual Realm where mankind’s Soul, Spirit and 
Moral fibre can be rendered impure as soon as our mind is made up to disobey GOD 
(YHVH)’s Commandment. This step is BUT the first in a process of other steps of 
compromise that you will certainly make.  

LEADERSHIP WHO ACCEPT ACCOUNTABILITY FOR THEIR ACTIONS 

This portion describes the action of Aaron’s sons that turn out to be unacceptable to GOD 
(YHVH). There is not direct reason given, in other words, we are left to wonder as to 
exactly what is it that they did that made GOD (YHVH) so unhappy. 

Something in the sentence telling this story seems to suggest that both of the sons, of their 
own accord, decided to put this strange fire into their censers. We are going to read 
another story … the rebellion of Korach, where these men also wanted to bring strange fire 
before GOD (YHVH) and they wanted to usurp the authority of Aaron. 

Leviticus 10:1 “But Nadav and Avihu, sons of Aharon, each took his censer, put fire in 
it, laid incense on it, and offered unauthorized fire before ADONAI, something He had 
not ordered them to do. 

�7



Let’s make a short study of this word that gets translated as ‘foreign or unauthorised” 

The Strong’s  Hebrew of 2114 reads as follows: 

zûwr, zoor;  

a primitive root; to turn aside (especially for lodging); hence to be a foreigner, strange, 
profane; specifically (active participle) to commit adultery: (come from) another (man, 
place), fanner, go away, (e-) strange (-r, thing, woman). 

An analysis of the various meanings that are associated with this word reveal the 
following: 

(a) to turn aside or depart; as in Psalm 58:4 where we see the concept of walking 
away from GOD (YHVH)’s idea of Truth and Righteousness 

(b) to lodge in someone else home … in the case of our story of not belonging in the 
Tabernacle maybe? 

(c) to be involved in something which is unlawful 

(d) to be loathsome; used in describing the actions of a man who is estranged from 
his wife 

(e) to do something that is in opposition to your own self / values (Proverbs 20:16). 

Strange fire … it seems is the OPPOSITE of the Holy Fire at the Burning Bush. In both 
cases we have GOD (YHVH) and Fire in the same space, it's only the identity of the 
person that differs. 

From this we can see that the answer has to be found in the heart of man … if we accept 
and obey GOD (YHVH)’s Will, and walk in all of His Ways, then we can stand in His 
Presence (just like Moses / Aaron / and the other sons and see the flames but not be 
burned up. 

To say this in other words … we need to have “removed our shoes” before we go into the 
Tabernacle. We NEED TO REMOVE THAT ELEMENT OF OUR EGO / OLD MAN that still 
wants to do things our own way. 

Keeping your shoes on means that you make a choice … not bow to GOD (YHVH)’s 
Authority and it therefore implies that you have plans to do things your own way, it is that 
degree of lawlessness which we see in many church leaders who imply that their 
interpretation of the Bible is the only valid one. 

A further lesson that I see, is that we can know beyond all doubt that all men / women are 
equal before GOD (YHVH), No-one is exempt from the Fire of GOD (YHVH), even those 
who call themselves Priests. 
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TO DRINK OR NOT TO DRINK. 

A little while later Moses instructs the Priests not to drink any wine or intoxicating liquor 
when they enter the Tabernacle. It's fairly obvious that the use of alcohol was common 
during the journey through the wilderness and in the years that followed.  

Israel is one country where there is a high value placed on finds from antiquity and more 
importantly, on the time-frame that defines the reign of King David. Why is this so 
important, you may ask? Anything that verifies the existence of the Israelites in the Land, 
verifies by default the stories of the Bible. We are dealing with a habit, for which there can 
be NO proof, yet the stone in the picture below, verifies a people … and the Bible story 
shows us their human nature. 

To illustrate this point, we were told of a stone found years ago in the tunnels that 
were made by Hezekiah, that bears the inscription … noting that the children of 
Israel were in control in the Land at that time. Currently, this stone is kept in a 
museum in Turkey. 

Did these sons have too much to drink, or was Moses merely making sure that we do not 
make spiritual decisions when we are not completely focused? 

Leviticus 10:8-9 ADONAI said to Aharon, “Don’t drink any wine or other intoxicating 
liquor, neither you nor your sons with you, when you enter the tent of meeting, so 
that you will not die. This is to be a permanent regulation through all your generations. 

Is this the connection? Or is this a Commandment that is applicable 
anyway?  

It would seem to me that you should read the passage in context. We highlighted earlier, 
that we as priests and kings, are meant to be able to distinguish between the clean 
and the unclean. 
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Alcohol dulls the senses. Someone who has indulged is not functioning at maximum 
capacity. I suggest this Commandment is not so much about the strange fire, but rather 
about the ability to be at maximum alertness when observing and making decisions 
that affect yourself and others in determining spiritual matters. 

Leaders have a greater level of accountability. Those who are called to lead, will be judged 
at a higher level of responsibility, and will be held accountable for more. Simply because a 
leader can influence the life-choices that followers could be making … leading someone 
else astray is a serious offence. 

Leviticus 10:3 Moshe said to Aharon, “This is what ADONAI said: ‘Through those who 
are near Me I will be consecrated, and before all the people I will be glorified.’” Aharon 
kept silent. 

We do not know what caused this judgment. We can only surmise that the heart of these 
two men were uncircumcised at that moment, that the actions were born in depth of 
self / the old man, and that the results were unholy. 
 

David and the Ark 

On the other hand, we see the life of David, a man who 
tries to please GOD (YHVH) with everything that he 
does. His story highlights that it is essential that we have 
more than zeal when we want to serve GOD (YHVH). 

In the first example, David decides how he thinks the 
ARK should be moved. And the result is a calamity. An 
innocent man dies because a king fails to listen to GOD 
(YHVH). 

2 Samuel 6:1-7 “Again David summoned all the picked troops of Isra’el, 30,000 men. Then 
David, taking along the entire force he had with him then, set out for Ba‘alei-y’hudah to 
bring up from there the ark of God, which bears the Name, the name of ADONAI-Tzva’ot 
enthroned above the k’ruvim. They set the Ark of God on a new cart and brought it out of 
the house of Avinadav on the hill, with ‘Uzah and Achyo, the sons of Avinadav, driving the 
new cart. They led it from the house of Avinadav on the hill, with the Ark of God; Achyo 
walked in front of the ark. David and the whole house of Isra’el celebrated in the presence 
of ADONAI with all kinds of musical instruments made of cypress-wood, including lyres, 
lutes, tambourines, rattles and cymbals. When they arrived at Nakhon’s threshing-floor, the 
oxen stumbled; and ‘Uzah put out his hand to steady the ark of God. But ADONAI’s 
anger blazed up against ‘Uzah, and God struck him down on the spot for his 
offense, so that he died there by the ark of God. 
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In the second example, David had established exactly what the correct protocol was, 
and now they bring the ARK back on the shoulders of the priests. 

2 Samuel 6:12-13 King David was told, “ADONAI has blessed the house of ‘Oved-edom 
and everyone who belongs to him, thanks to the Ark of God.” So David went and joyously 
brought the Ark of God up from the house of ‘Oved-edom into the City of David. When 
those bearing the Ark of ADONAI had gone only six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a 
fattened sheep. 

HAFTORAH 

The connection in the Haftorah arises when we note that both portions contain the 
description of the building of the Tabernacle and the death of someone … the sons of 
Aaron and Uza. 

The Haftorah teaches us some important lessons. We read of the two times that David 
attempts to bring the Ark back. It is in these two stories that we find out exactly what the 
correct protocol is to approach GOD (YHVH). We read in the first case that all of ISRAEL 
rejoiced ‘WITH ALL MANNER OF INSTRUMENTS‘ and it would appear that David was 
present as king … in his royal garments. 

2 Samuel 6:5 And David and all the house of Israel were celebrating before the LORD, 
with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals.  

In the second procession, we see that the only instrument that was used, was the one 
used in the temple, namely the shofar, and we clearly read that David was an ordinary 
man dressed in a linen tunic. 

2 Samuel 6:12 -15 And it was told 
King David, “The LORD has 
blessed the household of Obed-
edom and all that belongs to him, 
because of the Ark of God.” So 
David went and brought up the 
Ark of God from the house of 
Obed-edom to the city of David 
with rejoicing. 13And when those 
who bore the Ark of the LORD had 
gone six steps, he sacrificed an ox 
and a fattened animal. 14And 
David danced before the LORD 
with all his might. And David was 
wearing a linen ephod. 15So David 
and all the house of Israel brought 
up the Ark of the LORD with 
shouting and with the sound of the 
horn. 
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WE ARE PRIESTS AND KINGS-LEADERS 

As leaders, we must carry the “Word / Truth“ on our shoulders. We cannot leave this 
RESPONSIBILITY to someone else to do. As parents, we are to reflect the values / 
principles contained in the “words” on the inside of the ARK to all those who follow us. 

 
In this world today, many actions are being 
legitimised in the community and by the 
legislation in our countries, such as same sex 
marriages, corruption and so on, that were 
unheard of a few years ago. The concept of 
“human rights” has now taken on a life of its 
own and many rights now have absolute 
protection to the point that they intrude on other 
people’s view.  

Unless we have the “Word” imprinted on the 
minds and hearts of those who follow us, we 
cannot expect them to make reasonable 
decisions about whether a certain behaviour is 
clean or unclean. 

How do we carry the Word on our shoulder? 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 “Now this is the mitzvah, the laws and rulings which ADONAI your 
God ordered me to teach you for you to obey in the land you are crossing over to possess, 
so that you will fear ADONAI your God and observe all His regulations and mitzvot that I 
am giving you — you, your child and your grandchild — as long as you live, and so that 
you will have long life. 3Therefore listen, Isra’el, and take care to obey, so that things will 
go well with you, and so that you will increase greatly, as ADONAI, the God of your 
ancestors, promised you by giving you a land flowing with milk and honey.  
4“Sh’ma, Yisra’el! ADONAI Eloheinu, ADONAI echad [Hear, Isra’el! ADONAI our God, 
ADONAI is one]; 5and you are to love ADONAI your God with all your heart, all your being 
and all your resources.  
These words, which I am ordering you today, are to be on your heart; and you are to 
teach them carefully to your children. You are to talk about them when you sit at 
home, when you are traveling on the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
Tie them on your hand as a sign, put them at the front of a headband around your 
forehead, and write them on the door-frames of your house and on your gates. 
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Priestly Blessing 
“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will 
bless them.” 

Numbers 6:24-27 

Shalom!!
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