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BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: WEEKLY SCRIPTURE 
READING

---Roly Buys---



Parashah Yitro - Week 17

 
FROM SLAVE TO SERVANT-LEADER

This  week’s portion comes from Exodus 18:1-20:23, Isaiah 6:1-7:6 and 1 Timothy 
3:1-14, 1 Peter 2:9-10, and James 2:8-13 

The progression from a slave to a free man that exhibits Godly attributes is a difficult 
journey. 

It will require perseverance, dedication, commitment and a sensitive ear to listen to the 
Holy Spirit and a mind that is willing to investigate/study the Word and search Godly 
insight in order that your walk of obedience to His Will is meaningful.

The effect of Slavery can have two possible outcomes:

A) For someone who has a weak self-image, or is an introvert, exposure to a long period 
of slavery can damage their self-will and self-confidence completely. If such a person is 
removed from those circumstances, we could find that even though they have moved from 
the slavery into a position where they are technically free, their will is submitted to 
someone else, and they are still completely under the influence of those people. This 
could take the form of a single person or else they could easily be drawn into a cult. We 
then say that the spirit of Jezebel has  taken control and would be able to manipulate 
them to do whatever they want.
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B) If on the other hand we have someone who has a very strong self-image, we may 
now find that since the bondages have been removed, this  individual can easily “rebel” 
against any form of authority, and demand the right to do things their way. Whilst this 
group of people may not necessarily harm others, they will seldom do anything to help 
others, unless they can benefit.

It is clear that it takes someone with great courage, to make a stand—from either of 
these two positions—and transform to a place where they will truly be able to love their 
neighbor.

The Bible is  clear in its definition of the attributes that a truly free man will reveal in his 
daily walk before GOD (YHVH). These are the attributes of a son of Abraham. We need to 
role-model the following actions:

• seek justice for all,
• be compassionate/merciful to others,
• remain humble…      

And this lifestyle will require a man to lay down his life as a servant to others, 
WITHOUT relinquishing his freedom.

This  portion defines some of those tests that we must succeed in, in order to be that type 
of leader.

HONOURING THE PARENTS

Yitro (Jethro), Moses’s  father-in-law, decides  to come out to meet Moses in the wilderness.  
He has heard about the wonders and the miracles, and about how the Israelites had been 
set free. He wants  to hear firsthand from this son-in-law of his, just what happened (after-
all, while he stayed in their home, he was quite the “shy-type”).

Firstly, it would seem that this meeting could be filled with a high degree of tension and 
emotion. Although Tzipporah (Zipporah) had traveled away with Moses, something must 
have happened. We do know that Tzipporah and her sons were not with Moses at this 
point in time. And something else seems to stand out…

The use of certain wording seems to suggest that Moses  had given Tzipporah a divorce, 
just after the incident where she had circumcised her son in order to save Moses life.

Exodus 4:24-26 24 At a lodging-place on the way, Adonai met Moshe and would have 
killed him, 25 had not Tzipporah taken a flintstone and cut off the foreskin of her son. She 
threw it at his feet, saying, “What a bloody bridegroom you are for me!” 26 But then, 
God let Moshe be. She added, “A bloody bridegroom because of the circumcision!”

This event must have been traumatic for both of them. But, the Bible remains silent and 
gives absolutely no indication of the conversations that would have followed. And then 
suddenly we read these words!!
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The words “sent away his wife” are commonly used to indicate that the divorce papers 
have been signed. More importantly, we read that her father “had taken” them back. 
These words convey the meaning that he had accepted the responsibility of 
“covering” over them.

Exodus 18:2 2 After Moshe had sent away his wife Tzipporah and her two sons, Yitro 
Moshe’s father-in-law had taken them back.”

Are we sure about this…? No. But we do not see that Moses and his wife ever come 
together permanently after this, and we never hear about the sons of Moses, until we read 
that a son of GERSHON is the priest at a pagan site for the tribe of Dan.
 
Secondly, we should try to ascertain exactly what Yitro’s status was in the community 
(keep in mind that the word Yitro means “his excellence”).

We find a description of Yitro in:

Exodus 18:1 Now Yitro the priest of Midyan, Moshe’s father-in-law, heard about all that 
God had done for Moshe and for Isra’el his people, how Adonai had brought Isra’el out of 
Egypt.

In this verse we see that he is described as a priest. This description leads us to think that 
he is most probably serving in some pagan temple. However, we find a similar description, 
this time concerning the man David in:

2 Samuel 8:17-18    17 Tzadok the son of Achituv and Achimelekh the son of Evyatar 
were cohanim, S’rayah was secretary, 18 B’nayahu the son of Y’hoyada was in charge of 
the K’reti and P’leti [serving as the king’s bodyguards], and David’s sons were cohanim.

David’s sons are described as “cohanin-priest” and yet we know that he was never a 
priest… This word “Cohen” does not only mean priest, but also:

• Chief
• Noble
• Officer
• Minister

It seems highly possible that Yitro was a king!!

So if Yitro is a king of some kind, and Moses had possibly divorced his daughter, then it’s 
important to take note of the manner/protocol that he follows when Yitro arrives.

A) Moses goes out to meet him.

At this meeting, in his father-in-law’s tent, he prostrates himself and kisses him. . Please 
note, this display of honoring takes place in the public, where everyone can observe the 
inter-action between the two men.
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Exodus 18:7 7 Moshe went out to meet his father-in-law, prostrated himself and kissed 
him. Then, after inquiring of each other’s welfare, they entered the tent.

B) Moses goes on to tell Yitro all about the events that had come to pass. When he had 
married this daughter, he was going to a be a father and a shepherd. There had been 
a massive change in the expectations that had been clarified with the father.

Exodus 18:8 8 Moshe told his father-in-law all that Adonai had done to Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians for Isra’el’s sake, all the hardships they had suffered while traveling and how 
Adonai had rescued them.

It would seem that Yitro would want to understand exactly what had happened to cause 
this  change.  And more likely also understand what the future plans of Moses would be. 
After all he now had to look after his  daughter and two children - at his old age. The 
circumstances must clearly have been difficult. 
Yitro stays to witness this changed man’s life, and also will give some Godly advice, but  
three months later Yitro will leave to go home…

Exodus 18:27 27 Then Moshe let his father-in-law leave, and he went off to his own 
country.
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• The events will have had an impact on Yitro.
• He will have rejoiced for Moses’ sake.
• He will have made a sacrifice to honour this GOD (YHVH) of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob.
• Did his daughter and grandchildren go back with him? The Bible is unclear, but the 

absence of any mention and the mere fact that Moses later passes the mantle of 
leadership to Joshua seems to indicate that this was the case.

• But something good came out of the meeting. It seems that the act of honouring 
had brought peace between Yitro and Moses.

LISTENING TO ELDERS

Yitro is clearly a man with worldly wisdom. He has raised a family, seemingly ruled over 
some territory, and has the courage to face Moses directly when there is obviously some 
tension in the relationship. He certainly does not run away from his problems.
 
He listens to the account of Moses, detailing what GOD (YHVH) had done. Keep in mind: 
Yitro has not had any tangible experience about all that he is being told. Some of these 
concepts and events are unheard of in his time, and yet he is able to take it all in and 
internalize it.

Exodus 18:8 8 Moshe told his father-in-law all that Adonai had done to Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians for Isra’el’s sake, all the hardships they had suffered while traveling and how 
Adonai had rescued them.

Yitro has the insight to understand that gods of wood and stone are not able to deliver 
a people in the manner described. He may not fully understand the “how/why”, but he 
certainly can recognize the enormity of the deliverance.

This same Insight shared by Isaiah in:

Isaiah 44:9-10 All idol-makers amount to nothing; their precious productions profit no 
one; and their witnesses, to their own shame, neither see nor understand. 10 Who would 
fashion a god or cast an image that profits no one anything?
 
Yitro has the ability to recognize and honour new thinking/new dimensions/a different 
worldview. It remains unclear to what extent he accepts  GOD (YHVH) ...but he 
acknowledges GOD (YHVH) PUBLICLY!!

Exodus 18:11 11 Now I know  that Adonai is greater than all other gods, because he 
rescued those who were treated so arrogantly.”

And then, voluntarily makes a sacrificial offer to GOD (YHVH). Was this an 
acknowledgment and a commitment to follow GOD (YHVH)? Could he, just like Abraham, 
have walked a different path after this? We just don’t know.
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Exodus 18:12 12 Yitro Moshe’s father-in-law brought a burnt offering and sacrifices to 
God, and Aharon came with all the leaders of Isra’el to share the meal before God with 
Moshe’s father-in-law.

These actions  define Yitro as a man of substance, a man of his word, someone who had 
wisdom and understanding - a man of character.

Yitro then spends time with Moses. He watches  the pressures of being a leader—a judge 
for the people, and observes  the manner and size of the problem before he thinks to 
speak to Moses about a solution. When he offers advice, and because of his  character 
and reputation as a leader, MOSES PAYS ATTENTION AND IMPLEMENTS HIS ADVICE.

Exodus 18:17-23 17 Moshe’s father-in-law said to him, “What you are doing isn’t good. 
18 You will certainly wear yourself out — and not only yourself, but these people here with 
you as well. It’s too much for you — you can’t do it alone, by yourself. 19 So listen now to 
what I  have to say. I will give you some advice, and God will be with you. You should 
represent the people before God, and you should bring their cases to God. 20 You should 
also teach them the laws and the teachings, and show them how to live their lives and 
what work they should do. 21 But you should choose from among all the people 
competent men who are God-fearing, honest and incorruptible to be their leaders, in 
charge of thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. 22 Normally, they will settle the 
people’s disputes. They should bring you the difficult cases; but ordinary matters they 
should decide themselves. In this way, they will make it easier for you and share the load 
with you. 23 If you do this — and God is directing you to do it — you will be able to 
endure; and all these people too will arrive at their destination peacefully.”

What arises as a result of this interchange between these two men? The introduction of 
a judicial /legal system which promotes fairness, justice, and harmony.
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1) We have a Commandment that states we are to be a proper, fair judge.

Exodus 18:16 16 Whenever they have a dispute, it comes to me; I judge between one 
person and another, and I explain to them God’s laws and teachings.”

2) You must be a man of good character, and be competent. Not every one can be a 
judge. One of the most critical elements of this job is the fact that you should be someone 
that is NOT open to corruption.

Exodus 18:21 “21 But you should choose from among all the people competent men 
who are God-fearing, honest and incorruptible to be their leaders, in charge of 
thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.”

3) We are to ensure that the poor/the needy/the disadvantaged are given special attention. 
No barrier should be put in these people’s way just because of their social status.

Exodus 23:6-9 6 “Do not deny anyone justice in his lawsuit simply because he is 
poor. 7 Keep away from fraud, and do not cause the death of the innocent and righteous; 
for I will not justify the wicked. 8 You are not to receive a bribe, for a bribe blinds the 
clearsighted and subverts the cause of the righteous. “
 
4) Our legal system must not only work for the Israelites but also for the foreigner.

Exodus 23:9   “You are not to oppress a foreigner, for you know how a foreigner feels, 
since you were foreigners in the land of Egypt.”

A careful reading here will show that we should give fair hearing to the accused, but must 
take care to seek justice.

Note the interesting use of the Hebrew language technique called the chiastic structure. 
What this does as a form of poetry is to highlight the main thought that the author 
wishes you to take note of. What these passages then tells us is that nobody should 
get away with doing wrong to others, but the legal system should be so fair, in order 
to ensure no injustice occurs:

1) Do not pervert justice.

2) Distance your self from false witness.

3) I will not exonerate the wicked.

4) Don’t take bribes.

5) Don’t oppress the stranger 

Wise men will listen to others, even those who have a different belief system/culture, in 
order to react as a mature leader. We have a lot to learn from one another. 
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YOU ARE CONTINUOUSLY WASHING YOUR BRIDAL ROBE

A servant leader recognizes that he is interacting with this world. It is therefore impossible 
not to have some of the “dirt” of the world rub off on you.
The Body is not meant to be taken out of/divided-away (the ghetto mindset) from the “ger” 
the stranger. We are meant to have the stranger in our midst, and be impacting his 
mindset and values by the Godly example that we reveal.

The children of Israel have been on the march for 40 days by now, when Moses tells them 
to wash their clothes. We are witnessing a physical event. Keep in mind that Paul tells us 
that we are to observe these Commandments, with the aim to understand the spiritual 
significance and then live as the Holy Spirit leads.

Exodus 19:14-15 14 Moshe went down from the mountain to the people and separated 
the people for God, and they washed their clothing. 15 He said to the people, “Prepare 
for the third day; don’t approach a woman.”

This  certainly sounds strange. Surely their bodies are equally dirty. Surely their feet smell 
from all of the dust gathered along the way? But importantly, we need to read the words 
written a few sentences earlier… If we agree, and keep these Commandments then we 
will be a set apart people. Of greater significance - we will be a Kingdom of Priests.

Exodus 19:3-6 3 Moshe went up to God, and Adonai called to him from the mountain: 
“Here is what you are to say to the household of Ya‘akov, to tell the people of Isra’el: 4 
‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and 
brought you to myself. 5 Now if you will pay careful attention to what I say and keep 
my covenant, then you will be my own treasure from among all the peoples, for all 
the earth is mine; 6 and you will be a kingdom of cohanim for me, a nation set 
apart.’ These are the words you are to speak to the people of Isra’el.”

Priests wear specific clothes.  Critically, they are pure and holy and of utmost importance. 
The priest will not smell of the sweat of self-effort. Just as the clothes are washed in the 
physical, we should be washing our soul - our will, mind and emotions by the “water 
of the Word”.
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A SERVANT LEADER HONORS GOD BY KEEPING THE 
COMMANDMENTS

The meeting at Mount Sinai is all about receiving the WORD/Commandments. The 
purpose of these Commandments is not defined as the right to see GOD (YHVH), but 
instead is meant as a benchmark that describes how you can live righteously.

In order to be “saved” all we have to do is call upon GOD (YHVH) for deliverance.

Rom 10:12, 13 ”That means that there is no difference between Jew and Gentile — 
Adonai is the same for everyone, rich toward everyone who calls on him,  since everyone 
who calls on the name of Adonai will be delivered.”

In other words, it’s an act of grace bestowed upon us by GOD (YHVH).

Let’s be very clear… The Commandments in no way prevents you from exercising your 
free will. The Commandments are like boundary stones, that will guide you while you are 
walking on this path, helping you to make a choice between what is  right and wrong. The 
Commandments also spell out exactly what the consequences for each action will be so 
that a son/daughter of Abraham will always be accountable for their own actions.

Joel 2:32 “And it shall come about that whoever calls on the name of the Lord Will be 
saved [from the coming judgment] For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem There will be 
those who escape, As the Lord has said, Even among the remnant [of survivors] whom the 
Lord calls.
 
Moses tells  the people exactly what is in store for them - and asks them to make a free 
will choice. This is their answer:

Exodus 19:8 8 All the people answered as one, “Everything Adonai has said, we will do.” 
Moshe reported the words of the people to Adonai.

Once we are saved, (sons of Abraham) the act of observing these commandments is 
the key for us to live a long and an enjoyable life.

Deuteronomy 6:1-2 “Now this is the mitzvah, the laws and rulings which Adonai your God 
ordered me to teach you for you to obey in the land you are crossing over to possess, 2 so 
that you will fear Adonai your God and observe all his regulations and mitzvot that I am 
giving you — you, your child and your grandchild — as long as you live, and so that 
you will have long life.”

Immediately after this follows THE most beautiful marriage proposal:
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Exodus 20:1-14 Then God said all these words: 2 א “I am Adonai your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the abode of slavery. 3 ב “You are to have no 
other gods before me. 4 You are not to make for yourselves a carved image or any kind of 
representation of anything in heaven above, on the earth beneath or in the water below 
the shoreline. 5 You are not to bow down to them or serve them; for I, Adonai your God, 
am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sins of the parents to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 6 but displaying grace to the thousandth generation of 
those who love me and obey my mitzvot. 7 ג “You are not to use lightly the name of Adonai 
your God, because Adonai will not leave unpunished someone who uses his name lightly. 
 Remember the day, Shabbat, to set it apart for God. 9 You have six days to labor and“ ד 8
do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Shabbat for Adonai your God. On it, you are 
not to do any kind of work — not you, your son or your daughter, not your male or female 
slave, not your livestock, and not the foreigner staying with you inside the gates to your 
property. 11 For in six days, Adonai made heaven and earth, the sea and everything in 
them; but on the seventh day he rested. This is why Adonai blessed the day, Shabbat, and 
separated it for himself. 12 ה “Honor your father and mother, so that you may live long in 
the land which Adonai your God is giving you. 13 ו “Do not murder. 14( ז) “Do not commit 
adultery. 15( ח) “Do not steal. 16( ט) “Do not give false evidence against your neighbor. י 
17( 14) “Do not covet your neighbor’s house; do not covet your neighbor’s wife, his male 
or female slave, his ox, his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

And the people said, “we will do”. Let’s clarify something here. The Levites work in 
the Tabernacle. At this job, they have a job-title of Priest.

But this passage says: Those who keep the Commandments are Priests (everybody
—not only the Levites). Remember, it’s the one who is called a Priest.  (Alternatively put, 
those who do not keep the Commandments are NOT priests). 

And these words will apply:

Isaiah 7:9 “9 The head of Efrayim is Shomron, and the head of Shomron is the son of 
Remalyah. Without firm faith, you will not be firmly established.”

That’s all it takes… Sh’ma, MEANING do.

The question today is, do you keep His Commandments?

Ecclesiastes 12:13 13 Here is the final conclusion, now that you have heard 
everything: fear God, and keep his mitzvot; this is what being human is all about.

And for all of the adopted sons and daughters, you might have been outside, “but now 
you ARE God’s people.”
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1 Peter 2:9-12  9 But you are a chosen people, the King’s cohanim, a holy nation, a 
people for God to possess![d] Why? In order for you to declare the praises of the One who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but 
now you are God’s people; before, you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 11 Dear friends, I urge you as aliens and temporary residents not to give 
in to the desires of your old nature, which keep warring against you; 12 but to live such 
good lives among the pagans that even though they now speak  against you as evil-doers, 
they will, as a result of seeing your good actions, give glory to God on the Day of his 
coming.

Shalom!!
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