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INTRODUCTION:
The book of Jonah is read on Yom Kippur. We need to ask ourselves why?
The sages tell us that repentance and the day of Yom Kippur go hand in
hand.
It is true that the purpose of Jonah’s mission and the result of the mission
were to get a city to “repent”.
Jonah 4:11 “11 And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, in which
there are more than 120,000 persons not [yet old enough to] know their right
hand from their left, and also many cattle [not accountable for sin]?”
The Israelites had accepted a covenantal relationship with God at Mount
Sinai. They had promised to carry God’s Image to the nations.
More importantly, they had accepted God’s
Word / Torah as the basis for their lifestyle,
i.e. it was their value system which would
differentiate them from the world and they
would be the Light of revelation that would
draw men to God.
One of these fundamental principles is that we are all equal – before God
every man is important and unique.
Deut. 6:1-9 “1 NOW THIS is the instruction, the laws, and the precepts which
the Lord your God commanded me to teach you, that you might do them in
the land to which you go to possess it,
2 That you may [reverently] fear the Lord your God, you and your son and
your son’s son, and keep all His statutes and His commandments which I
command you all the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged.
3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and be watchful to do them, that it may be well with
you and that you may increase exceedingly, as the Lord, the God of your
fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.
4 Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord [the only Lord].
5 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your [mind and] heart and with
your entire being and with all your might.
6 And these words which I am commanding you this day shall be [first] in your
[own] minds and hearts; [then]
7 You shall whet and sharpen them so as to make them penetrate, and
teach and impress them diligently upon the [minds and] hearts of your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk
by the way, and when you lie down and when you rise up.
8 And you shall bind them as a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as
frontlets (forehead bands) between your eyes.
9 And you shall write them upon the doorposts of your house and on your
gates.”
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The question therefore arises – How can Israel / the Body of the Messiah
come to a place where they no longer see the pagan / gentile as one of
God’s creation?
We will look at this in more detail later, but one fact stands out clearly at this
point in time.
God comes to a Man, a pagan, serving foreign gods, whose name later
becomes Abraham. He tells Abraham to leave his homeland and go to the
land that God would show him, i.e. Canaan.
We see that Abraham and his descendants become known as “Hebrews”
which means – “someone who has crossed over.”
Jonah is a member of the people called Hebrews but just as Abraham took
action by faith to cross over into Canaan, so too Jonah took action to cross
back into the land of a “lack of faith.”
Jonah 1:3 “3 But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from being in the
presence of the Lord [as His prophet] and went down to Joppa and found a
ship going to Tarshish [the most remote of the Phoenician trading places then
known]. So he paid the appointed fare and went down into the ship to go with
them to Tarshish from being in the presence of the Lord [as His servant
and minister].”

Joppa

ABRAHAM
Ur

Jerusalem

Tarshish
Sea

Land / Place of
Covenant

Desert

We should not rush to judge Jonah too quickly. We are not given a
description of the times, other than the fact that Israel had strayed from their
first love of God.
Are our times any different? We too live in a day when light and darkness,
truth and deceit, good and evil have become so mixed together that we can
barely make out where a dividing line could be.
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When terror / war / etc rise up, we find that many of the community try to:
- ignore the problem, “it won’t happen to us”.
- explain the root causes for this evil by any means possible – often
under the banner of humanism or rights.
Any attempt to stand up and take a stand based on some biblical principle is
ridiculed, declared fundamentalist, and old-fashioned.
When the Body of Messiah takes up a position of omission, i.e. silence /
avoidance we find that confusion reigns even more.
Are the feasts / commandments relevant to a “New Testament” believer?
The Old Testament continues to be a source of inspiration to me. As I study
this part of the Torah / Word, I am fascinated by the continuous picture of
God’s love and concern for me. I know that many regard the Old Testament
as “law”.
This thinking comes from a concept called Replacement Theology created by
the early church father at the time of Constantine and which was propelled
forward by misunderstanding from Luther and others.
I believe that I serve an unchanging God – He is the same yesterday, today
and will be tomorrow.
He declared: “My Name will forever be in Jerusalem”:
2 Chron. 7:16 “16 For I have chosen and sanctified (set apart for holy use)
this house, that My Name may be here forever, and My eyes and My heart
will be here perpetually.”
We should note – the Jew does not “keep the law” to become a Jew but
because he is a Jew.
Salvation was an act of faith to paint the Blood of
the Lamb on the doorpost of my heart. The “Law”
was an illustrative commandment, as we lovingly
obey, we are blessed:
- to prosper
- to live a long life
Deut. 6:24-25 “24 And the Lord commanded us to
do all these statutes, to [reverently] fear the Lord
our God for our good always, that He might
preserve us alive, as it is this day.
25 And it will be accounted as righteousness
(conformity to God’s will in word, thought, and
action) for us if we are watchful to do all this
commandment before the Lord our God, as He has
commanded us.”
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Paul says keeping the commandment results in blessing on earth; following
the Holy Spirit leads to everlasting blessing:
Rom. 10:5 “5 For Moses writes that the man who [can] practice the
righteousness (perfect conformity to God’s will) which is based on the Law
[with all its intricate demands] shall live by it.”
Israel will always be God’s chosen – we need to make sure that we are on
God’s side:
Jer. 31: 35-37 “35 Thus says the Lord, Who gives the sun for a light by day
and the fixed order of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, Who stirs
up the sea’s roaring billows or stills the waves when they roar—the Lord of
hosts is His name:
36 If these ordinances [of fixed order] depart from before Me, says the
Lord, then the posterity of Israel also shall cease from being a nation
before Me throughout the ages.
37 Thus says the Lord: If the heavens above can be measured and the
foundations of the earth searched out beneath, then I will cast off all the
offspring of Israel for all that they have done, says the Lord.”
Is. 49:14-16 “14 But Zion [Jerusalem, her people as seen in captivity] said,
The Lord has forsaken me, and my Lord has forgotten me.
15 [And the Lord answered] Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she
should not have compassion on the son of her womb? Yes, they may forget,
yet I will not forget you.
16 Behold, I have indelibly imprinted (tattooed a picture of) you on the
palm of each of My hands; [O Zion] your walls are continually before Me.”
We need to see how we can work together to get the best out of both worlds –
the Jew and the Church. Both have legalism, both have part of the truth.
Interestingly, God says: It is not by might (the power of Judaic intellectual
study) or by power (the power of the Church’s spiritual gifts), but by My
Spirit.
Keep the feast – but purge the leaven, keep the feast with purity.
1 Cor. 5:7-8 “7 Purge (clean out) the old leaven that you may be fresh (new)
dough, still uncontaminated [as you are], for Christ, our Passover [Lamb], has
been sacrificed.
8 Therefore, let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with leaven of vice
and malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened [bread] of purity
(nobility, honor) and sincerity and [unadulterated] truth.”
This landmark scripture which is often quoted out of context.
Col. 2:16 “16 Therefore let no one sit in judgment on you in matters of food
and drink, or with regard to a feast day or a New Moon or a Sabbath.”
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This verse does not say that we must not keep the feasts – it says don’t let
people judge you for keeping the feasts. Our celebration should be focused
on God and should be Spirit-led, so that we present a shadow of the
glory to come.
Col. 2:17 “17 Such [things] are only the shadow of things that are to come,
and they have only a symbolic value. But the reality (the substance, the solid
fact of what is foreshadowed, the body of it) belongs to Christ.”
My prayer is that God will reveal His feasts* to you so that you will have a
merry heart, laughter and fun all the time. Because Israel turns away from
God, He takes away His feasts.
*Hos. 2:11 “11 I will also cause to cease all her mirth, her feastmaking, her
New Moons, her Sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts and appointed festive
assemblies.”
But if we diligently follow God’s path for our life, He blesses us:
Prov. 15:15 “15 All the days of the desponding and afflicted are made evil [by
anxious thoughts and forebodings], but he who has a glad heart has a
continual feast [regardless of circumstances].”
Ecc. 10:19 “19 [Instead of repairing the breaches, the officials] make a feast
for laughter, serve wine to cheer life, and [depend on tax] money to answer for
all of it.”

MAN – YOU AND ME:
We have this understanding from the Torah / Word that the principles /
attribute / plan of God had been laid up before the foundations of the earth.
We know that God creates all other
“things” before he gets to the creation of
man, i.e. man is the highlight of His
Creation:
Gen. 1:26-27 “26 God said, Let Us
[Father, Son, and Holy Spirit] make
mankind in Our image, after Our
likeness, and let them have complete authority over the fish of the sea, the
birds of the air, the [tame] beasts, and over all of the earth, and over
everything that creeps upon the earth.
27 So God created man in His own image, in the image and likeness of God
He created him; male and female He created them.”
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The most significant fact is not the act of creation, but the reality that:
- we are made in His Image.
- He breathed into us the breath of life, i.e. he breathed the very Spirit of
God into my being.
From the very beginning God’s plan was that there would be a sanctuary, a
place where man could come to find a place of intimacy.
In the Book of Genesis, we find the first sanctuary planned by God – it is the
Garden of Eden:
Gen. 2:8 “8 And the Lord God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden
[delight]; and there He put the man whom He had formed (framed,
constituted).”

We also see that the serpent (satan) come into the garden from outside and
into the Garden of Eden, i.e. into the Sanctuary:
Gen. 3:1 “1 NOW THE serpent was more subtle and crafty than any living
creature of the field which the Lord God had made. And he [Satan] said to the
woman, Can it really be that God has said, You
shall not eat from every tree of the garden?”
I believe that this fact needs to be highlighted.
The snake can come into the sanctuary. If he
does, it means that we have not been guarding
the door.
Man’s Fall and the Way back to God:
We need to be clear on this issue, it is man’s (Adam and Eve) disobedience
that caused them to be banished from the Garden of Eden.
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Gen. 3:8, 23 “8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.
23 Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the Garden of Eden to till the
ground from which he was taken.”
It is also here that God institutes the principle of atonement:
Gen. 3:21 “21 For Adam also and for his wife the Lord God made long coats
(tunics) of skins and clothed them.”
Ps. 130:7-8 “7 O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is mercy
and loving-kindness, and with Him is plenteous redemption.
8 And He will redeem Israel from all their iniquities.”
The blood of an innocent animal became the covering of man’s sin.
Worthy of note is the fact that the word “skin” in Hebrew contain all the letters
of the word “Yeshua”, i.e. even at this stage we can see the picture of a
“covering” of salvation.
God’s Standard:
Very shortly after the fall – God chooses
to define who He feels are worthy to be
His people:
1. those who love God and
2. those who do His
commandments:
Ex. 20:6 “6 But showing mercy and
steadfast love to a thousand generations
of those who love Me and keep My
commandments.”
Neh. 1:5 “5 And I said, O Lord God of heaven, the great and terrible God,
Who keeps covenant, loving-kindness, and mercy for those who love Him
and keep His commandments,”
Rev. 14:12 “12 Here [comes in a call for] the steadfastness of the saints [the
patience, the endurance of the people of God], those who [habitually] keep
God’s commandments and [their] faith in Jesus.”
Ps. 50:6-7 “6 And the heavens declare His righteousness (rightness and
justice), for God, He is judge. Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]!
7 Hear, O My people, and I will speak; O Israel, I will testify to you and against
you: I am God, your God.”
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Jer. 7:23 “23 But this thing I did command them: Listen to and obey My
voice, and I will be your God and you will be My people; and walk in the
whole way that I command you, that it may be well with you.”
Transformation of the Sanctuary:
We saw earlier that God had expelled man out of the first sanctuary – the
Garden of Eden.
Notwithstanding this, God wants to dwell with His people.
As soon as the people leave Egypt, God gets them to build a tabernacle, BUT
we need to read this verse very carefully:
Ex. 25:8 “8 Let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.”
It does not say “dwell in it”, i.e. the tent but rather says “I want to dwell among
them.”
It is clear we are the sanctuary. This is confirmed in Jer. 7:2-7:
“2 Stand in the gate of the Lord’s house and proclaim there this word and say,
Hear the word of the Lord, all you of Judah who enter in at these gates to
worship the Lord.
3 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Amend your ways and your
doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place.
4 Trust not in the lying words [of the false prophets who maintain that God will
protect Jerusalem because His temple is there], saying, This is the temple of
the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.
5 For if you thoroughly amend your ways and your doings, if you thoroughly
and truly execute justice between every man and his neighbor,
6 If you do not oppress the transient and the alien, the fatherless, and the
widow or shed innocent blood [by oppression and by judicial murders] in
[Jerusalem] or go after other gods to your own hurt,
7 Then I will cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave of old
to your fathers to dwell in forever.”
The confirmation in the New Testament comes when Paul
declares that we are “living stones” in the tabernacle.
The Sanctuary is therefore our inner most self – the very
heart and soul of our existence – my spirit man in true
alignment with God.
Rev. 21:3-4 “3 Then I heard a mighty voice from the throne
and I perceived its distinct words, saying, See! The abode of
God is with men, and He will live (encamp, tent) among
them; and they shall be His people, and God shall personally be with them
and be their God.

11

4 God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be anguish (sorrow and mourning) nor grief nor pain any
more, for the old conditions and the former order of things have passed
away.”
But we stray off course – and then God says: Return to Me and I will return to
you:
Mal. 3:7 “7 Even from the days of your fathers you have turned aside from
My ordinances and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to
you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say, How shall we return?”
Why does God return to us?
Because He knows the distress of my voice from His temple (i.e. from inside
of my heart – my innermost sanctuary).
Ps. 20:1-3 “1 MAY THE Lord answer you in the day of trouble! May the name
of the God of Jacob set you up on high [and defend you];
2 Send you help from the sanctuary and support, refresh, and strengthen you
from Zion;
3 Remember all your offerings and accept your burnt sacrifice. Selah [pause,
and think of that]!”
The Priceless Gift of Atonement:
We know that God gave the Israelites a gift of atonement
– this was the blood of an animal that took on the guilt of the
individual.
When Yeshua dies at Golgotha,
His Blood is not only the
redemption from sin but an
ongoing, permanent atonement
for our frail humanity.
The question is – why is there 30
days of repentance before Rosh
Hashanah AND repentance on
Yom Kippur?
Is the first repentance not enough or not good enough?
Surely this can’t be the case!
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First Repentance:
We repent every day – however God puts a specific time aside for us to revisit
our deeds of the past year. Here we deal with the situation where:
1) we have sinned against God through deeds of idolatry, occult, etc.
2) we have sinned against our neighbour through deeds of envy, theft,
murder, sexual immorality.
The confession and repentance of these sins brings us to right standing with
God. We can say with confidence, due to the Blood of Yeshua, that our
names are written into the Book of Life at Rosh Hashanah.
This is the restoration of Mt Sinai – when we see with our spiritual eyes what it
looks like in the physical when we do / live like God wants to:
Ex. 20:18 “18 Now all the people perceived the thunderings and the
lightnings and the noise of the trumpet and the smoking mountain, and as
[they] looked they trembled with fear and fell back and stood afar off.”
Second Repentance: Yom Kippur
God did not place us on earth only to be in right standing with Him.
God gave Adam and Eve a:
- purpose
- destiny
- a creative ability.
Gen.1:28 “28 And God blessed them and said to them, Be fruitful, multiply,
and fill the earth, and subdue it [using all its vast resources in the service of
God and man]; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the
air, and over every living creature that moves upon the earth.”
We are supposed to take dominion. So what does this mean?
Before we get there, it is necessary to define God’s Redemptive plan as He
set it out in the shadow / image of things to come by the commandment of
“keeping the feasts.”

13

God’s Plan of Redemption by Keeping His Feasts:
God makes a commandment that we should keep feasts at three specific
times during the year:
Ex. 23:14-17 “14 Three times in the year you shall keep a feast to Me.
15 You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread; seven days you shall eat
unleavened bread as I commanded you, at the time appointed in the month of
Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt. None shall appear before Me emptyhanded.
16 Also you shall keep the Feast of Harvest [Pentecost], [acknowledging]
the firstfruits of your toil, of what you sow in the field. And [third] you shall
keep the Feast of Ingathering [Booths or Tabernacles] at the end of the
year, when you gather in the fruit of your labors from the field.
17 Three times in the year all your males shall appear before the Lord God.”
Passover – the first major meeting with God:
The image of coming out of Egypt, of the Blood of the Lamb, and the promise
of an everlasting covenant are mirrored in the work of Yeshua on the Cross of
Calvary.
We are therefore challenged to spend time with God to re-dedicate our lives,
i.e. to be reborn, to be an example of the One New Man.
Shavuot / Pentecost:
We arrive at Mount Sinai as committed individuals who
have decided to follow God. The process of this feast is
one of cleansing / purity and of a heart to heart
connection with God’s calling on our life.
We walk away from this Mountain as a company of priests,
each one wearing a tallit, a garment of linen and wool, with one blue strand
reflecting my office of priest.
Ex. 19:6 “6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests, a
holy nation [consecrated, set apart to the worship of God]. These
are the words you shall speak to the Israelites.”
Rev. 1:6 “6 And formed us into a kingdom (a royal race),
priests to His God and Father—to Him be the glory and the
power and the majesty and the dominion throughout the ages
and forever and ever. Amen (so be it).”
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Feast of Tabernacles / Succot:
It is clear that the feast of Succot is one of festivity, celebrating the
unchallenged Light of Revelation and the presence of Yeshua with His Bride.
This feast is mirrored in the promise that a time will come when we live with
Yeshua for a 1000 years in peace, prosperity and with full provision.
What does this remind you of? The Garden of Eden – a place where we were
at peace, where we could eat to our hearts desire and where God came to
visit every evening.
Gen. 2:15-16 “15 And the Lord God took the man and put him in the
Garden of Eden to tend and guard and keep it.
16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, You may freely eat of
every tree of the garden;”
Gen. 3:8 “8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden
in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.”
So, if we are to be celebrating a future time of being in the Renewed Garden
of Eden, what would we be doing as preparation of this event of Yom Kippur?
We would know that as a Kingdom of Priests and a Holy Nation we would be:
- walking towards Yom Kippur as part of a pure Bride of Christ.
Rev. 21:27 “27 But nothing that defiles or profanes or is unwashed shall
ever enter it, nor anyone who commits abominations (unclean, detestable,
morally repugnant things) or practices falsehood, but only those whose
names are recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life.”
-

Preparing ourselves to rule and reign, i.e. to take dominion.

-

Yom Kippur is that time when I have come to rebuild the wall of my
Jerusalem, i.e. the restoration of my purpose – the restoration of
Adam’s job - by a broken spirit and a contrite heart.

Ps. 51:18 “18 Do good in Your good pleasure to Zion; rebuild the walls of
Jerusalem.”
This is in line with the words of Zechariah who tells us that the walls of
Jerusalem will not be physical bricks but a wall of fire:
Zech. 2:5 “5 For I, says the Lord, will be to her a wall of fire round about,
and I will be the glory in the midst of her.”
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How do I ensure that my Sanctuary is in Alignment with God’s
Purpose?
1. I must follow the Word of “Truth”, i.e. the
Torah / Bible as my source of inspiration
and direction. My study of the Word must
be such that the Word is written onto my
heart.
2. I must allow the “Light” of the Holy Spirit to
give me discernment and clarity of action in
a Rhema-type way in the midst of everyday-life.
Ps. 43:3 “3 O send out Your light and Your truth, let them lead me; let
them bring me to Your holy hill and to Your dwelling.”
3. When I stay in a place of obedience to both the Torah and the Holy
Spirit, I will find that my footsteps will be lead to:
- Your Holy Hill
- Your Tabernacle
i.e. my heart and spirit will be a reflection of the place where God’s
Glory resides. As “living stones” I make up the greater tabernacle of
the Body of Christ.
4. As the Bride of Yeshua starts to operate in this understanding of its
purpose / destiny, i.e. to be a place of worship and prayer, I will be a
joy to God and I will cause the music of Heaven to be heard on earth!
Ps. 43:4 “4 Then will I go to the altar of God, to God, my exceeding joy; yes,
with the lyre will I praise You, O God, my God!”
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God’s Purpose for this time of Yom Kippur:
What do we really understand about the factor of time.
It’s easy to tell me what the time is now – it’s a precise reading from a good
Swiss watch.
If however, I ask you what is time? I am sure that you will find the question
more difficult to answer.
If you rely on the current world view, the Greco-Roman mindset, we will define
time as a measurement of the rotations of the earth. Based on this
understanding time is linear, it will be the same day after day, year after year
– each hour is a repetition of the previous hour. God tells us that His
thoughts are not carnal man’s thoughts.
Is. 55:8 “8 For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My
ways, says the Lord.”
From a Hebrew mindset, our view of time is based on an investigation of
God’s Word shows us that “Man sanctifies time.”
a) After God had created heaven and earth and all that is
in it in six days – He rested.
b) After the Exodus out of Egypt, God commands the
Israelites to mark the passage of time with the first day
of the month to start at Passover – the day the new
moon appears, and declares that man must rest.
Ex. 12:2 “2 This month shall be to you the beginning of months, the first
month of the year to you.”
Ex. 12:42 “42 It was a night of watching unto the Lord and to be much
observed for bringing them out of Egypt; this same night of watching unto
the Lord is to be observed by all the Israelites throughout their generations.”
Time, therefore is something defined by man as he observed the changing
movement of the heavenlies.
1 Chron. 12:32 “32 And of Issachar, men who had understanding of the
times to know what Israel ought to do, 200 chiefs; and all their kinsmen were
under their command;”
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Luke 12:54-56 “54 He also said to the crowds of people, When you see a
cloud rising in the west, at once you say, It is going to rain! And so it does.
55 And when [you see that] a south wind is blowing, you say, There will be
severe heat! And it occurs.
56 You playactors (hypocrites)! You know how [intelligently] to discern and
interpret and prove the looks of the earth and sky; but how is it that you
do not know how to discern and interpret and apply the proof to this present
time?”
As spiritual man sees the physical change in the sky he will tap into the
potential power / holiness / purpose that God has for that time.
This time of power / revelation / blessing is more evident on the dates and
times which God has:
 Commanded as His Set Feasts
 Set as seasons and His method of warfare through the words of the
Prophets.
We call these times (specifically the commanded holidays) as “Moadim”.
The translation of this word “Moadim” means – times of meeting.
Therefore each time these days of celebration arrives on the calendar again:


God wants His people to find Him again – to rediscover new light of
revelation.



God wants His people to draw down on new spiritual resources that
were not available the year before.



God wants us to live each year / time as an unique gift with its own
potential for destiny.

We either use this gift or lose it.
Are you:
-

a set apart Holy Nation, i.e. in a royal
position?
ready for a time like today?
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Calling down God’s Blessing in time:
a) God has created all things before the foundation of this world. We can call
this “Spirit time”.
ETERNITY

In this time frame God’s plans and purposes for your life has been predetermined.
b) God created the earth, placed man on it and allotted all men equal
opportunity to make use of time.
CHRONOS
START

FINISH

Our impact in this world is determined by:
- the generational family that we came from
- the culture that I am from.
- the time-period in which I live.
c) Each one of us has to reach up to God’s time, through Kairos moments, to
discover our purpose and destiny.
GOD’S TIME

KAIROS TIME –
WINDOW OF
HEAVEN OPENS

MAN’S TIME
We download our purpose / promise as Abraham did:
Heb. 7:6 “6 But this person who has not their Levitical ancestry received
tithes from Abraham [himself] and blessed him who possessed the
promises [of God].”
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Gen. 14:19-20 “19 And he blessed him and said, Blessed (favored with
blessings, made blissful, joyful) be Abram by God Most High, Possessor and
Maker of heaven and earth,
20 And blessed, praised, and glorified be God Most High, Who has given your
foes into your hand! And [Abram] gave him a tenth of all [he had taken].”
When we act on our destiny God / Melchizedek will come to bless us:
- with position
- material possessions
- peace
We need to take these blessings and use it as “seed” to be sown into the
season of our lives so that we impact the community.

Now let’s apply this principle to the feast of Yom Kippur:
We have already seen that the main focus for me as individual is to reconcile
and return to my original purpose – to take dominion – this implies that I do
what God has set out for me to do.
Basically, Yom Kippur is a day of repentance:
-

if I have never really discovered my purpose;
if I have walked in my divine purpose but for some reason I have
deviated from the course;
if I have prevented others from living out their divine purpose;

I will have robbed the Body of Messiah.
I therefore use this time of repentance and soul searching to move closer to
God and by reaching up into God’s Kairos time I am empowered to see what
plans God has for me.
That plan will reflect streams of water, oil and gold flowing from the Source
of Life.
-

Water: a reflection of how the Torah / Word of God should be
manifested in my walk of obedience to God’s Commandments.
Oil: a reflection of my obedience to the direction of the Holy Spirit.
Gold: a reflection of the way in which I represent God’s authority and
glory here on earth.
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JONAH – THE MAN WHO DEVIATED FROM HIS GOD-GIVEN
PURPOSE:
In this analyses we focus only on the fact that men
who have discovered their God-given purpose
sometimes make a free-will choice to go on a
different path – one away from God. Such is the
story of Jonah and is probably one of the reasons
why it is read on Yom Kippur.
I am created for a purpose:
-

my life and talents will be used in the service to the King, to make this
world a place where God’s Glory can return.

Evidence of this mandate from God is:
a) Man has the ability to create – every single seed that he sows into the
soil will produce a harvest.
b) Man has the ability to differentiate – we can distinguish between:
o good and bad
o right and wrong
All the rest of God’s Creation can only produce after their own kind.
Not only am I created for a purpose BUT I am unique:
Nobody will have my purpose or the skills and talents to achieve what I am
called for.
BUT:
1) I will need to develop / draw this gift out
2) I will need to cut through the deceit of my heart so that I will see
myself as I am.
3) I will need to accept that I will / must be different in order that other
believers can be what they need to be.

Who is Jonah?
If we go back in the Torah / Word to 1 Kings we
find an interesting story.
Jonah’s name is given as “Ben Amittai” which
means “Son of Truth”.
Elijah goes to see / stay with a widow in Zarepath.
The widow only had a small bit of flour and a bit
of oil. Elijah asks him to allow him to eat first and
promises that they will not go hungry.
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The son of the widow becomes sick and dies. Elijah goes to pray, stretches
himself over the child 3 times and brings him back to life.
The woman answers:
1 Kings 17:24 “…By this I know that you are a man of God and that the word
of the Lord in your mouth is truth.”
a) The sages believe that this young boy was Jonah, and that he lived
and walked in Elijah’s prophetic school.
b) History then takes us to the story of “one of the sons of the prophets”
who gets given the job to anoint Jehu as King;
2 Kings 9:1, 3, 4, 6 “1 AND ELISHA the prophet called one of the sons of
the prophets and said to him, Gird up your loins, take this flask of oil in your
hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead.
2 Kings 9:3 (AMP)
3 Then take the cruse of oil and pour it on his head and say, Thus says the
Lord: I have anointed you king over Israel. Then open the door and flee; do
not tarry.
2 Kings 9:4 (AMP)
4 So the young man, the young prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead.
2 Kings 9:6 (AMP)
6 And Jehu arose, and they went into the house. And the prophet poured the
oil on Jehu’s head and said to him, Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: I
have anointed you king over the people of the Lord, even over Israel.”
2 Kings 10:30 “30 And the Lord said to Jehu, Because you have executed
well what is right in My eyes and have done to the house of Ahab as I willed,
your sons to the fourth generation shall sit on Israel’s throne. [Fulfilled in II
Kings 15:12.]”
c) We see further evidence of Jonah’s
anointing as prophet. We find that he
gives an “unrighteous king” a message
from God. The King does what he is
told and extends the borders of the land:
2 Kings 14:23-27 “23 In the fifteenth year of
Amaziah son of Joash king of Judah Jeroboam
[II] son of Jehoash king of Israel began to reign
in Samaria, and reigned forty-one years.
24 He did evil in the sight of the Lord; he did
not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam [I] son
of Nebat, with which he made Israel to sin.
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25 Jeroboam restored Israel’s border from the entrance of Hamath to the
[Dead] Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the Lord, the God of
Israel, which He spoke through His servant Jonah son of Amittai, the
prophet from Gath-hepher.
26 For the Lord saw as very bitter the affliction of Israel; there was no one left,
bond or free, nor any helper for Israel.
27 But the Lord had not said that He would blot out the name of Israel from
under the heavens, so He saved them by the hand of Jeroboam [II] son of
Jehoash.”
Let’s summarize what we have until now:
We can say that Jonah was “reborn”, given a new / second chance at life,
we can see that he has been blessed with talents and gifts, i.e. he operates
as a prophet.
It is also clear that he has found his purpose / destiny in life.
He has given his life to serve the King of Kings.
Definition of Destiny:
We can say that destiny is the choice / option that we make to live our life
focused on God’s needs.
The choice that we all make is this:
- Wide is the gate and wide the path to destruction;
OR
- Straight is the gate and narrow is the way to life;
Gal. 6:7-8 “7 Do not be deceived and deluded and misled; God will not allow
Himself to be sneered at (scorned, disdained, or mocked by mere pretensions
or professions, or by His precepts being set aside.) [He inevitably deludes
himself who attempts to delude God.] For whatever a man sows, that and
that only is what he will reap.
8 For he who sows to his own flesh (lower nature, sensuality) will from the
flesh reap decay and ruin and destruction, but he who sows to the Spirit will
from the Spirit reap eternal life.”
Deut. 30:15 “15 See, I have set before you this day life and good, and death
and evil.”
Matt. 7:13-14 “13 Enter through the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and
spacious and broad is the way that leads away to destruction, and many are
those who are entering through it.
14 But the gate is narrow (contracted by pressure) and the way is straitened
and compressed that leads away to life, and few are those who find it.”
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We need to understand that the narrowness of the way is not a reflection of
difficulty or problems but rather a reflection of our obedience or the lack
thereof to the task at hand.
A lifestyle of repentance therefore keeps us on the narrow way.
Truth: the path to salvation is narrow – there is only one:
- accept Yeshua by faith
- and the keeping of a continual lifestyle of repentance.

What happens to Jonah?
I indicated earlier that the feasts point to the future fulfilment of God’s Plan on
one hand while on the other they give us a clear message of what we are to
do / how we are to live in order to stay on the narrow way to God’s pleasure.
Shavuot empowers us, by the implanted Torah / Word of God into our hearts,
by the discernment in our spirit provided by the Holy Spirit, to live a life of
obedience as a Priest and a holy nation.
As this priest – Jonah and I – move off towards our corporate purpose of
being restored to our full potential so that we can rule and reign with
Yeshua, i.e. to take dominion.

Greco-Roman thinking vs Hebraic thinking is the topic of rule and reign /
take dominion.
It is important that we clarify this difference. The Greco-Roman idea of
rulership is in relation to:
- power
- authority
vs.
submission.

Those who “rule” make the rules and those in submission have to do
whatever they say. This has lead to some of the very wrong teaching
that have arisen namely:
- Some people groups are superior while others are inferior.
- Men are superior to woman.
This thinking is far from God’s view. We need to
understand that God’s call for us to take dominion
is that we will:
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-

Protect,
Empower,
Release others in the Body of Messiah.

We have to make the choice to walk into our destiny or not.
Jonah, like Adam, chose to walk away from his restorative purpose.
My purpose to be a
Renewed man – a new
“Adam” in Yeshua

To walk in my
own strength

When we stand conscious of God’s Presence, we can’t sin – there is no room
for “my” plans.
When we “think” that we are far away from God’s Presence, we often make
the choice to let the body / soul rule over the spirit, which leads to sin. Sin
being everything which keeps us from God.
It’s only when we come to the realization that God is everywhere that we can
offer repentance.
Just as Adam makes a free will choice:
- Not to guard the gates of the garden – i.e. he did not reign;
- Not to protect his wife from strange teachings;
- Not to eat from the forbidden fruit;
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So too Jonah makes a free will choice to:
- Reject God’s command;
- Flee from the land of Covenant;
- Rebel against his purpose / destiny.
Before we go further we need to spend some time thinking about Jonah’s
decision:
God calls him to bring a prophetic warning to a gentile nation. Jonah can
reasonably be concerned about his own people who have moved far from a
pure / holy relationship with God.
Jonah, however declares daily: “Hear o Israel the Lord your God, the Lord is
one”, i.e. God is Lord over all people.
YES!

BLESSING

NO
Rebellion with
the resultant
consequence.

Called to divine
purpose – service
to the King of
Kings!

Walk in
Obedience

Parable: The Ship is a type of Man’s Body:
The story of Jonah is written in everyday terms, for that reason many people
query the reality / validity of the events.
In fact, the story is a parable. We therefore need to be looking for the reality,
spiritual, to benefit from the “story.”
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Element No. 1:
Jonah went down.
Jonah 1:3 “3 But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from being in the
presence of the Lord [as His prophet] and went down to Joppa and found a
ship going to Tarshish [the most remote of the Phoenician trading places then
known]. So he paid the appointed fare and went down into the ship to go with
them to Tarshish from being in the presence of the Lord [as His servant
and minister].”
We need to realize that the path down or away from God has many levels.
But the speed of the “going down” gains momentum very quickly.
Each step away from Jerusalem is a new sin in its own right – it is rebellion.
Each step away from the centre of God causes the Holy Spirit and our
conscience to be put to sleep. While Jonah is still within the boundary of
Israel in the Covenant, he still has some small chance to change his mind.
Once he goes as far as stepping onto the ship, he has really said “the world”
is more important than the “world to come.”
The choice of the city “Jaffa” – a ship bound for Tarshish is an indication of
Jonah’s state of mind. He wants to go to the merchant city of the world – a
place of wealth. Money or the material, i.e. the form of evil is more preferable
than taking the Word of God to a pagan nation.
Element No. 2:
Jonah found a ship.
Jonah 1: 3b “found a ship going to Tarshish [the
most remote of the Phoenician trading places then
known]…
The Hebrew word for a ship is “anah”. This word
can have two meanings, i.e.: - a ship
OR
- suffering.
The Torah tells us that the body is the vessel which carries the Holy Spirit and
also the reality of our life:
Ecc. 2:23 “23 For all his days are but pain and sorrow, and his work is a
vexation and grief; his mind takes no rest even at night. This is also vanity
(emptiness, falsity, and futility)!”
Job 5:7 “7 But man is born to trouble as the sparks and the flames fly
upward.”
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We therefore have a parable of the Holy Spirit within a body and Jonah and
the Ship.
The body has the potential to do good, i.e. to fulfill God’s will and purposes
but also the potential for evil – to do what man wants.
When the body rules the spirit – it “pays the fare” to go on to reap the
consequences of sin.
Jonah 1:3c “…So he paid the appointed fare and went down into the ship
to go with them to Tarshish from being in the presence of the Lord [as His
servant and minister].”
The “fare” that we pay is the worldly pleasure that we experience – the honour
of men, the sense of power, etc.
If / when we pay this “fare” we become the “harlot”.
Deut. 23:19 “19 You shall not lend on interest to your brother—interest on
money, on victuals, on anything that is lent for interest.”
Prov. 7:10 “10 And behold, there met him a woman, dressed as a harlot and
sly and cunning of heart.”
Element No. 3:
The Progression of Sin.
We see that Jonah went down into it (the ship).
When we move off on our own we have the sense of our own strength, size
and ability.
The word for ship used here is “aneeah”, i.e. a big ocean-going boat or
vessel.
Prov. 30:19 “19 The way of an eagle in the air, the way of a serpent upon a
rock, the way of a ship in the midst of the sea, and the way of a man with a
maid.”
But Jonah chose to go further down into the ship.
Jonah 1:5 “5 Then the mariners were afraid, and each man cried to his god;
and they cast the goods that were in the ship into the sea to lighten it for
them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had lain
down and was fast asleep.”
As we harden our hearts to sin, we close down any feeling or concerns of our
wrongdoing, in time we get to a place that our conscience has been dulled to
such a point that we no longer consider the deed as sin anymore.
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What we often fail to realize is that we are dragging the Holy Spirit down to
the level that we are going as well.
At this time when Jonah had gone as far down as he could and the “ship” is
now in great danger of breaking up.
We now see something interesting – the Word used here for ship is
“SeFeeNah” and means: “a frail boat” that should only sail close to the
shore.
Element No 4:
God’s Agents – the Body of Messiah:
The Body of Messiah is formed with a specific purpose, namely to help those
parts of the body that are struggling.
Eph 4:12-16 ”12 His intention was the perfecting and the full equipping of
the saints (His consecrated people), [that they should do] the work of
ministering toward building up Christ’s body (the church),
13 [That it might develop] until we all attain oneness in the faith and in the
comprehension of the [full and accurate] knowledge of the Son of God, that
[we might arrive] at really mature manhood (the completeness of personality
which is nothing less than the standard height of Christ’s own perfection), the
measure of the stature of the fullness of the Christ and the completeness
found in Him.
14 So then, we may no longer be children, tossed [like ships] to and fro
between chance gusts of teaching and wavering with every changing wind of
doctrine, [the prey of] the cunning and cleverness of unscrupulous men,
[gamblers engaged] in every shifting form of trickery in inventing errors to
mislead.
15 Rather, let our lives lovingly express truth [in all things, speaking truly,
dealing truly, living truly]. Enfolded in love, let us grow up in every way and in
all things into Him Who is the Head, [even] Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed
One).
16 For because of Him the whole body (the church, in all its various parts),
closely joined and firmly knit together by the joints and ligaments with which it
is supplied, when each part [with power adapted to its need] is working
properly [in all its functions], grows to full maturity, building itself up in
love.”
God however, is not stuck if the Body of Messiah / people of Israel don’t come
to help one of their own. He can use any willing instrument, i.e. even an
unbeliever.
Sometimes though, He would need a storm to get a “gentile” to help someone
in the Body of Messiah to refocus on what is the most important thing in life.
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God uses two different groups of unbelievers to try to get Jonah to
repent:
- the sailors
- the captain.
The sailors ask some very interesting questions:
Jonah 1:8 “8 Then they said to him, Tell us, we pray you, on
whose account has this evil come upon us? What is your
occupation? Where did you come from? And what is your country
and nationality?”
In Jonah’s answer he tells us how far he has drifted / fallen from his
purpose.
What is your
country?

What people are
you?

I am a Hebrew – one from the other side of the river, but
by my action I have crossed back over the river away
from the covenant and promise of God.
Abraham had been told by God to go to a land that he
would show him. He had not reason to leave.
I am a Jew and a man of the people of Israel. My nation
had come to Mount Sinai where we declared: “we will do
Your Commandment.”
We are different from all other nations because only our
tribe had accepted this calling to bring God’s Light to the
World.
But we are no long pure in thought and deed.

Where do you
come from?

Ps. 106:35 “35 But mingled themselves with the
[idolatrous] nations and learned their ways and works.”
We Israelites come from God the Father who breathed the
“soul of life” into us.
Gen. 2:7 “7 Then the Lord God formed man from the dust
of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath or
spirit of life, and man became a living being.”

What is your
trade?

We have the attribute of God’s Goodness in us – to be
chasing earthly desires is contrary to the spirit inside of
us.
“I fear God” and to serve the King of Kings.

In his answer to the pagan sailors, Jonah re-defined his purpose in life – He,
however chooses not to repent. Notwithstanding, Jonah’s refusal to minister
to the gentiles, the sailors chose to make a commitment to God.
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Jonah 1:16 “16 Then the men [reverently and worshipfully] feared the Lord
exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows.”
Ps. 107:23-32 “23 Some go down to the sea and travel over it in ships to do
business in great waters;
24 These see the works of the Lord and His wonders in the deep.
25 For He commands and raises up the stormy wind, which lifts up the waves
of the sea.
26 [Those aboard] mount up to the heavens, they go down again to the
deeps; their courage melts away because of their plight.
27 They reel to and fro and stagger like a drunken man and are at their wits’
end [all their wisdom has come to nothing].
28 Then they cry to the Lord in their trouble, and He brings them out of
their distresses.
29 He hushes the storm to a calm and to a gentle whisper, so that the waves
of the sea are still.
30 Then the men are glad because of the calm, and He brings them to
their desired haven.
31 Oh, that men would praise [and confess to] the Lord for His goodness and
loving-kindness and His wonderful works to the children of men!
32 Let them exalt Him also in the congregation of the people and praise
Him in the company of the elders.”
The Captain:
Jonah 1:6 “6 So the captain came and said to him, What do you mean, you
sleeper? Arise, call upon your God! Perhaps your God will give a thought to
us so that we shall not perish.”

The Wilderness Experience:
The logical path set out by the “nature and purpose” of the feast would be
leading Jonah (and me) as royal priests towards our purpose of a renewed
man.

Yom Kippur /
Purpose
Jonah
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Instead, Jonah is moving away from the covenant, the land of promise and
his purpose but he is moving towards his final downfall.
God’s Grace is such that he comes back time and again to make us stop and
reconsider our decision.
Jonah has chosen the kingdom of darkness and as a result, the consequence
of this sin is that God’s Judgment of ultimate death is his end.
Prov. 5:4 “4 But in the end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged
and devouring sword.”
Jonah has decided that the life on the sea, i.e. what this world can offer in the
form of wealth / possession / pleasure is better than living in the land of
promise with the promise of the world to come / heaven and a life of peace
and rest on earth.
Ps. 23 “1 THE LORD is my Shepherd [to feed, guide, and shield me], I shall
not lack.
2 He makes me lie down in [fresh, tender] green pastures; He leads me
beside the still and restful waters.
3 He refreshes and restores my life (my self); He leads me in the paths of
righteousness [uprightness and right standing with Him—not for my earning it,
but] for His name’s sake.
4 Yes, though I walk through the [deep, sunless] valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear or dread no evil, for You are with me; Your rod [to protect]
and Your staff [to guide], they comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint
my head with oil; my [brimming] cup runs over.
6 Surely or only goodness, mercy, and unfailing love shall follow me all the
days of my life, and through the length of my days the house of the Lord [and
His presence] shall be my dwelling place.”

God’s Divine
Purpose

Jonah

Storm

Jonah’s tabernacle is impure. He no longer lives according to the
Commandment of the Torah or the leading of the
Holy Spirit.
God’s Storms:
God releases mighty winds / storms of trials and
tribulations so that the kingdom of darkness can act
on Jonah’s sin and bring him to his senses.
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Jonah 1:4, 13 “4 But the Lord sent out a great wind upon the sea, and
there was a violent tempest on the sea so that the ship was about to be
broken.
13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring the ship to the land, but they
could not, for the sea became more and more violent against them.”
Why does God send these “winds” against us? It is only
at such a time of challenge that we can see:
- who God is;
- what my God can do!!
We need to know for sure that it’s God who comes to
test us.
Ex. 20:20 “20 And Moses said to the people, Fear not;
for God has come to prove you, so that the
[reverential] fear of Him may be before you, that you may not sin.”
What so often happens is that we focus on the things of the time:
- on the size of the storm,
- on the length of the battle,
- on the people who have hurt and disappointed us,
without finding out what God is saying.
In these days we do things that do not matter.
Jonah 1:5 “5 Then the mariners were afraid, and each man cried to his
god; and they cast the goods that were in the ship into the sea to lighten it for
them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had lain
down and was fast asleep.”
They throw out the cargo, the material, the gold and the silver.
Prov. 11:4 “4 Riches provide no security in any day of wrath and judgment,
but righteousness (uprightness and right standing with God) delivers from
death.”
Ps. 49:7-11 “7 None of them can by any means redeem [either himself or]
his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him—
8 For the ransom of a life is too costly, and [the price one can pay] can never
suffice—
9 So that he should live on forever and never see the pit (the grave) and
corruption.
10 For he sees that even wise men die; the [self-confident] fool and the stupid
alike perish and leave their wealth to others.
11 Their inward thought is that their houses will continue forever, and their
dwelling places to all generations; they call their lands their own [apart from
God] and after their own names.”
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Is. 2:20 “20 In that day men shall cast away to the moles and to the bats
their idols of silver and their idols of gold, which they made for themselves
to worship,”
What do we really have to ask? What is the body carrying which we should
not have invited / taken on board!!!
What have we introduced into our life and value system that does not belong
to the King of Kings?
The only way we can really lighten the load:
Prov. 10:2 “2 Treasures of wickedness profit nothing, but righteousness
(moral and spiritual rectitude in every area and relation) delivers from
death.”
I.e. by good works and by repentance.
Note: the sailors do it in the physical – Jonah does not do it in the spiritual.
When we don’t react to the storm God sends us into the wilderness.

God’s Divine
Purpose

Jonah

Storm

Wilderness

Before we enter this time of wilderness and the reason for it, we need to
record one more truth from the book of Jonah – others (the sailors) can’t
repent on your behalf.
In the discussion with Jonah the sailors find out that:


their gods do not work;

Jonah 1:5 “5 Then the mariners were afraid, and each man cried to his god;
and they cast the goods that were in the ship into the sea to lighten it for
them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had lain
down and was fast asleep.”


there is another God;

Jonah 1:9 “9 And he said to them, I am a Hebrew, and I [reverently] fear and
worship the Lord, the God of heaven, Who made the sea and the dry land.”
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they had helped Jonah to flee away from God’s
Presence;

Jonah 1:10 “10 Then the men were exceedingly afraid
and said to him, What is this that you have done? For
the men knew that he fled from being in the presence of
the Lord [as His prophet and servant], because he had
told them.”


and that God was most definitely in control as the
storm goes.

Jonah 1:11 “11 Then they said to him, What shall we do to you, that the sea
may subside and be calm for us? For the sea became more and more
[violently] tempestuous.”
They (sailors) row hard to try and return to God. For a number of reasons
things don’t work out:
- Jonah has not repented;
- The men are doing the rowing in self-effort – they have not yet
repented before God.
Jonah tells the men to “lift him” and throw him into the sea. He still has no
remorse and also wants to make others part of his problem:
Jonah 1:12 “12 And [Jonah] said to them, Take me up and cast me into the
sea; so shall the sea become calm for you, for I know that it is because of me
that this great tempest has come upon you.”
We see a parallel in the story of Joseph and the dreams of Pharaoh:
Gen. 40:19 “19 Within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head but will have
you beheaded and hung on a tree, and [you will not so much as be given
burial, but] the birds will eat your flesh.”
We also see the concept spelt out in Micah – that if we throw our sins into the
sea, they will be washed away.
Micah 7:19 “19 He will again have compassion on us; He will subdue and
tread underfoot our iniquities. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the
sea.”
As soon as the sailors do this, they storm ceases:
Jonah 1:15 “15 So they took up Jonah and cast him into the sea, and the
sea ceased from its raging.”
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Jonah now enters the Wilderness:
The book of Jonah calls this wilderness
the belly of a great fish (whale) and
the depths of the ocean.
Jonah 1: 17 “17 Now the Lord had
prepared and appointed a great fish to
swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in
the belly of the fish three days and
three nights.”
The purpose of this “grave” /
wilderness is to deal with sin – it
becomes a place of judgment. Other examples of the same principles are:
Dan. 7:10 “10 A stream of fire came forth from before Him; a thousand
thousands ministered to Him and ten thousand times ten thousand rose up
and stood before Him; the Judge was seated [the court was in session] and
the books were opened.”
Jer. 23:19 “19 Behold, the tempest of the Lord has gone forth in wrath, a
whirling tempest; it shall whirl and burst upon the heads of the wicked.”
Although a wilderness is an unpleasant, difficult time in our lives, its purpose
is to see if we are prepared to learn from the mistakes and give redirection to
our paths.
Many great men of God have gone into a wilderness – always asking the
same question: God where are you?
Job 23:8-10 “8 Behold, I go forward [and to the east], but He is not there; I
go backward [and to the west], but I cannot perceive Him;
9 On the left hand [and to the north] where He works [I seek Him], but I cannot
behold Him; He turns Himself to the right hand [and to the south], but I cannot
see Him.
10 But He knows the way that I take [He has concern for it, appreciates, and
pays attention to it]. When He has tried me, I shall come forth as refined gold
[pure and luminous].”
Ps. 22:1-2 “1 MY GOD, my God, why have You forsaken me? Why are You
so far from helping me, and from the words of my groaning?
2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but You answer not; and by night I am not
silent or find no rest.”
Other men are Moses, Joseph and Yeshua.
If we learn something from the lesson, we will be better people:
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1 Cor. 10:11 “11 Now these things befell them by way of a figure [as an
example and warning to us]; they were written to admonish and fit us for
right action by good instruction, we in whose days the ages have reached
their climax (their consummation and concluding period).”
Luke 3:22 “22 And the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a
dove, and a voice came from heaven, saying, You are My Son, My Beloved!
In You I am well pleased and find delight!”
The Wilderness will reveal my heart, it is either a place of preparation OR a
place of desolation.
If I reject the building process, the grave will be my end and the judgment of
the end time will be my penalty:
Ps. 106:15 “15 And He gave them their request, but sent leanness into their
souls and [thinned their numbers by] disease and death.”
If I repent and change my spirit towards God, I will find that I will pass the
test:
Deut. 8:2-3 “2 And you shall [earnestly] remember all the way which the
Lord your God led you these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and
to prove you, to know what was in your [mind and] heart, whether you would
keep His commandments or not.
3 And He humbled you and allowed you to hunger and fed you with manna,
which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make you
recognize and personally know that man does not live by bread only, but
man lives by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.”

Repentance:
The age-old call of God to His sons, to the
Bride of Messiah: “Return to Me and I will
return to you.”
Mal. 3:7 “7 Even from the days of your
fathers you have turned aside from My
ordinances and have not kept them. Return
to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord
of hosts. But you say, How shall we return?”
As a sinner I must be the one to initiate the return, the repentance BUT we
need to keep in mind that it is God who consummates the return – God
returns to us.
By this statement we know that we can’t do it by ourselves. What has been
lost through sin is gone unless God Himself recreates it:
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Ezek. 36:26 “26 A new heart will I give you and a new spirit will I put
within you, and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh and give you
a heart of flesh.”
So down through the ages men have chosen to call out to God:
Ps. 28:1-2 “1 UNTO YOU do I cry, O Lord my Rock, be not deaf and silent to
me, lest, if You be silent to me, I become like those going down to the pit [the
grave].
2 Hear the voice of my supplication as I cry to You for help, as I lift up my
hands toward Your innermost sanctuary (the Holy of Holies).”
Ps. 30:3-5 “3 O Lord, You have brought my life up from Sheol (the place of
the dead); You have kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit (the
grave).
4 Sing to the Lord, O you saints of His, and give thanks at the remembrance
of His holy name.
5 For His anger is but for a moment, but His favor is for a lifetime or in His
favor is life. Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.”
Jonah is no exception. It has taken God to the limits, He has had to show
Jonah the very depth of death, the very deep sense of being alone and lost,
away from the Glory of God, before he calls out. Fortunately for Jonah, this
time is only three days.
Jonah 2: 2-6 “2 And said, I cried out of my distress to the Lord, and He heard
me; out of the belly of Sheol cried I, and You heard my voice.
3 For You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the floods
surrounded me; all Your waves and Your billows passed over me.
4 Then I said, I have been cast out of Your presence and Your sight; yet I
will look again toward Your holy temple.
5 The waters compassed me about, even to [the extinction of] life; the abyss
surrounded me, the seaweed was wrapped about my head.
6 I went down to the bottoms and the very roots of the mountains; the earth
with its bars closed behind me forever. Yet You have brought up my life
from the pit and corruption, O Lord my God.”
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At the end he calls out:
Jonah 2: 2, 7 “2 And said, I
cried out of my distress to the
Lord, and He heard me; out of
the belly of Sheol cried I, and
You heard my voice.
7 When my soul fainted upon
me [crushing me], I earnestly
and seriously remembered the
Lord; and my prayer came to
You, into Your holy temple.”
It seems that sometime we
need to “feel” the ropes of hell, the reed of sin grasping our flesh before we
change our minds.
Prov. 5:22 “22 His own iniquities shall ensnare the wicked man, and he shall
be held with the cords of his sin.”
Job 6:18 “18 The caravans which travel by way of them turn aside; they go
into the waste places and perish. [Such is my disappointment in you, the
friends I fully trusted.]”

Why is it that we battle to repent?
Much of the “church” teaching today focuses on the grace and love of God.
The principles are expanded that God forgives and that the principles of
discipleship and obedience have been done away with. The commandments
have become “recommendations” and the grace abounds so that I do not fear
to carry on sinning.
The battle in the physical is a reflection of the battle in the spiritual.
If evil is inside of me, then I know that God’s Presence has moved away.
Deut. 31:17 “17 Then My anger will be kindled against them in that day, and
I will forsake them and hide My face from them. And they shall be
devoured, and many evils and troubles shall befall them, so that they will say
in that day, Have not these evils come upon us because our God is not
among us?”
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By the very act of denying God’s Presence, I take away the armour of
protection that God has provided for me.
Eph. 6 “1 CHILDREN, OBEY your parents in the Lord [as His
representatives], for this is just and right.
2 Honor (esteem and value as precious) your father and your mother—this is
the first commandment with a promise—
3 That all may be well with you and that you may live long on the earth.
4 Fathers, do not irritate and provoke your children to anger [do not
exasperate them to resentment], but rear them [tenderly] in the training and
discipline and the counsel and admonition of the Lord.
5 Servants (slaves), be obedient to those who are your physical masters,
having respect for them and eager concern to please them, in singleness of
motive and with all your heart, as [service] to Christ [Himself]—
6 Not in the way of eye-service [as if they were watching you] and only to
please men, but as servants (slaves) of Christ, doing the will of God heartily
and with your whole soul;
7 Rendering service readily with goodwill, as to the Lord and not to men,
8 Knowing that for whatever good anyone does, he will receive his reward
from the Lord, whether he is slave or free.
9 You masters, act on the same [principle] toward them and give up
threatening and using violent and abusive words, knowing that He Who is
both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no respect of
persons (no partiality) with Him.
10 In conclusion, be strong in the Lord [be empowered through your union
with Him]; draw your strength from Him [that strength which His boundless
might provides].
11 Put on God’s whole armor [the armor of a heavy-armed soldier which
God supplies], that you may be able successfully to stand up against [all]
the strategies and the deceits of the devil.
12 For we are not wrestling with flesh and blood [contending only with
physical opponents], but against the despotisms, against the powers, against
[the master spirits who are] the world rulers of this present darkness, against
the spirit forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) sphere.
13 Therefore put on God’s complete armor, that you may be able to resist
and stand your ground on the evil day [of danger], and, having done all [the
crisis demands], to stand [firmly in your place].
14 Stand therefore [hold your ground], having tightened the belt of truth
around your loins and having put on the breastplate of integrity and of moral
rectitude and right standing with God,
15 And having shod your feet in preparation [to face the enemy with the firmfooted stability, the promptness, and the readiness produced by the good
news] of the Gospel of peace.
16 Lift up over all the [covering] shield of saving faith, upon which you can
quench all the flaming missiles of the wicked [one].
17 And take the helmet of salvation and the sword that the Spirit wields, which
is the Word of God.
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18 Pray at all times (on every occasion, in every season) in the Spirit, with all
[manner of] prayer and entreaty. To that end keep alert and watch with strong
purpose and perseverance, interceding in behalf of all the saints (God’s
consecrated people).
19 And [pray] also for me, that [freedom of] utterance may be given me, that I
may open my mouth to proclaim boldly the mystery of the good news (the
Gospel),
20 For which I am an ambassador in a coupling chain [in prison. Pray] that I
may declare it boldly and courageously, as I ought to do.
21 Now that you may know how I am and what I am doing, Tychicus, the
beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord [and His service], will tell you
everything.
22 I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we
are and that he may console and cheer and encourage and strengthen your
hearts.
23 Peace be to the brethren, and love joined with faith, from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One).
24 Grace (God’s undeserved favor) be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ
with undying and incorruptible [love]. Amen (so let it be).”
It is only with this armour that I am a fortress that
cannot be breached by an attack from the enemy –
the kingdom of darkness.
To repair a breach we need to confess / repent.
The Hebrew word for confess is “todah” and also
means “gratitude.”
A life of obedience then strengthens the foundation
and the walls of my fortress.
To understand the value of repentance we need to
know how / what effect sin has on us.
Sin:
Sin starts off with a thought or an idea. Only when this idea is acted upon has
the harmful effect or consequence of sin kicked in.
The consequence is in two parts:
1. the sin will have an impact on my body / life physically;
BUT
2. the sin also distances me from God, i.e. it causes God to implement
judgment on my rebellion.
Repentance is not merely the act of confession of the sin to one another BUT
very definitely include the commandment to:
- have remorse;
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-

take action / give up the sin.

If the sin is committed in frequency then the process follows this order:
-

Confession
Remorse – I make a commitment to cancel these thoughts and I make
sure that I comprehend how “bad” those thought patterns are.
Change my way – I demonstrate the reality of my commitment by
showing others a radically different lifestyle.

If the sin that has been committed is habitual by nature, i.e. frequent bouts of
anger, etc., then the process has to follow a different order.
In the previous example remorse, i.e. my sense of how bad it was is
sufficiently powerful to convince me to change my ways. With habitual sin, I
need to take a different approach:
-

Confess
Develop an action plan, a pattern of steps which I must take to ensure
that my exposure to the circumstance is reduced.
- As I grow stronger in my actions of preventing the sin, so my level of
remorse will start to grow. Soon I will be able to say with confidence
that I do not like to feel that “feeling / consequence” again.
- Change my ways – by demonstrating a long-term commitment to be
watchful for the attacks by the kingdom of darkness.
Remorse for our wrongdoing is a crucial element of the repentance – it is an
understanding that:
- I have contaminated the soul / spirit which God breathed into me.
- I have abused the life that God has blessed me with.
- I have exploited the talents and potential that God has placed inside
of me.
Sins of Commission:
1. Sin, each new sin leads to a new level of self-indulgence and decay.
2. Sin committed can cause me to be filled with regret, in this stage I
change my way, but do not cleanse my life.
3. The effects of sin can be broken down and cancelled. As I repent, God
cancels and wipes out the effects and I can take on a new life growing
in God’s Glory daily.
We tend to focus a lot on these types of sins, if they
are exposed to the light, everyone will know what
happened. Sins of omission are equally critical and
are almost never exposed!
1. If I fail to do what God wants.
2. If I fail to live up to my purpose.
It is precisely these sins that are the focus of Yom
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Kippur. If I have a clear understanding of the Image of a “Son of God”, I will
not want to sin.
Repentance therefore returns me to my roots.
Hos. 4:2 “2 There is nothing but [false] swearing and breaking faith and
killing and stealing and committing adultery; they break out [into violence], one
[deed of] bloodshed following close on another.
10 For they shall eat and not have enough; they shall play the harlot and
beget no increase, because they have forsaken the Lord for harlotry;”
Hos. 14:1-7 “1 O ISRAEL, return to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled
and fallen, [visited by calamity] due to your iniquity.
2 Take with you words and return to the Lord. Say to Him, Take away all our
iniquity; accept what is good and receive us graciously; so will we render [our
thanks] as bullocks [to be sacrificed] and pay the confession of our lips.
3 Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses, neither will we say
any more to the work of our hands [idols], You are our gods. For in You [O
Lord] the fatherless find love, pity, and mercy.
4 I will heal their faithlessness; I will love them freely, for My anger is turned
away from [Israel].
5 I will be like the dew and the night mist to Israel; he shall grow and blossom
like the lily and cast forth his roots like [the sturdy evergreens of] Lebanon.
6 His suckers and shoots shall spread, and his beauty shall be like the olive
tree and his fragrance like [the cedars and aromatic shrubs of] Lebanon.
7 They that dwell under his shade shall return; they shall revive like the grain
and blossom like the vine; the scent of it shall be like the wine of Lebanon.”
Never-ending repentance functions like this!
1) We search and gain wisdom, an understanding of God’s calling for my life.
Prov. 13:21 “21 Evil pursues sinners, but the consistently upright and in right
standing with God is recompensed with good.”
2) We die to self, we are the seed sown into the soil so that the harvest can
come up.
Ezek. 18:20 “20 The soul that sins, it [is the one that] shall die. The son shall
not bear and be punished for the iniquity of the
father, neither shall the father bear and be punished
for the iniquity of the son; the righteousness of the
righteous shall be upon him only, and the
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon the wicked
only.”
3) We bring a guilt offering.
4) We confess and change our ways to be healed.
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Is. 6:10 “10 Make the heart of this people fat; and make their ears heavy and
shut their eyes, lest they see with their eyes and hear with their ears and
understand with their hearts and turn again and be healed.”
5) We grow in understanding that remorse over our past deeds is needed as
an atonement but is in fact of greater importance for impact on our future.
God the I am.
Ex. 34:6-7 “6 And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord!
the Lord! a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness and truth,
7 Keeping mercy and loving-kindness for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, but Who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children’s children, to the third
and fourth generation.”
Repentance is Always an Attitude of the Heart:
Jonah turns to God and declares that he will offer sacrifice in the
temple. In his day it would have been an animal, in our time it is
prayer, intercession, worship, study, etc.
Jonah 2:9 “9 But as for me, I will sacrifice to You with the
voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that which I have vowed.
Salvation and deliverance belong to the Lord!”
God repeats the commandment to prophecy to the pagans of
Nineveh:
Jonah 3:2 “2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach and cry out to
it the preaching that I tell you.”
Interesting: the “job” had changed from “cry out against” in Jonah 1:3 to
“preach the message I tell you” in Jonah 3:2:
Jonah 1:2 “2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim against it,
for their wickedness has come up before Me.”
Jonah 3:2 “2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach and cry out
to it the preaching that I tell you.”
When we are faced with a challenge to the state of our spiritual man, we need
to understand that there are two forces that motivate us to change.
-

external force, i.e. fear on the consequence of staying as we are.
Internal force, i.e. awe of God and realizing what He has done for us
and planned for us.
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If I react to the external force, I will react by removing the afflictions. We find
the people of Nineveh react to the external force:
Time
Stop sin
Nineveh
Sin

Fear

Return to old
pattern

We see that the people put on sackcloth:
Jonah 3:7-8 “7 And he made proclamation and published through Nineveh,
By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor
flock, taste anything; let them not feed nor drink water.
8 But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth and let them cry
mightily to God. Yes, let every one turn from his evil way and from the
violence that is in his hands.”
We can see that they stopped the robbery, gave back that which was stolen,
etc. but did they really give their hearts?
The answer is found in the book of Nahum where 100 years later we see the
following:
Violence:
Nahum 3:2-3 “2 The cracking of the whip, the noise of the rattling of wheels,
and prancing horses and chariots rumbling and bounding,
3 Horsemen mounting and charging, the flashing sword, the gleaming spear,
a multitude of slain and a great number of corpses, no end of corpses! [The
horsemen] stumble over the corpses!”
Idolatry:
Nahum 1:14 “14 And the Lord has given a commandment concerning you [evil
Assyrian counselor], that no more of your name shall be born nor shall your
name be perpetuated. Out of the house of your gods I will cut off the graven
and molten images; I will make [their temple] your tomb, for you are vile and
despised.”
Arrogance:
Nahum 2:11-12 “11 Where is the den of the lions which was the feeding
place of the young lions, where the lion and the lioness walked, and the lion’s
whelp, and none made them afraid?
12 The lion tore in pieces enough for his whelps and strangled [prey] for
his lionesses; he filled his caves with prey and his dens with what he had
seized and carried off.”
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Occult:
Nahum 3:4 “4 All because of the multitude of the harlotries [of Nineveh], the
well-favored harlot, the mistress of deadly charms who betrays and sells
nations through her whoredoms [idolatry] and peoples through her
enchantments.”
Robbing:
Nahum 3:16 “16 You increased your merchants more than the [visible] stars
of the heavens. The swarming locust spreads itself and destroys, and
then flies away.”
If I react to the internal force, to the sense of awe of God’s gift to me, then I
open my heart to a new opportunity which is waiting for me. I realize that I
have a higher calling than repentance – I know the goodness of God and
therefore I will do more to please Him – to serve the King of Kings.
The sailors in the Book of Jonah reacted to the internal force – the awe of
God:
Jonah 1:14, 16 “14 Therefore they cried to the Lord, We beseech You, O
Lord, we beseech You, let us not perish for this man’s life, and lay not upon
us innocent blood; for You, O Lord, have done as it pleased You.
16 Then the men [reverently and worshipfully] feared the Lord exceedingly,
and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows.”
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THE DAY – YOM KIPPUR:
Man can stand before God on this day as a pure spirit with
an undivided heart to serve the King of kings.
When God’s Spirit comes to reside inside of our heart and soul,
we have created a sanctuary / a tabernacle.
Our job on earth is two-fold, one to move to ever closer to the
Glory of God ourselves and secondly to make the earth a place
where God can stay. By this I mean that we establish greater
and greater portions of the Body of Messiah that live with this
expectation.
The calling was not for a small city (i.e. the limbs of a small part of the Body of
Messiah), but for a large city, we can see that this represents the world at
large.
When the body (the soul and the physical man) deceive the Holy Spirit in us
as individual or as the corporate Body of Messiah, we become like Jonah.
As we live with greater levels of obedience, as the spirit man subdues the old
man in us, we become closer to the level of purity required for us to become
the “new Adam.”
When a person repents, it is as if he has made an offer of himself on the altar.
In this demonstration of love, he negates his free will to the will of God.
Purity:
Purity is the purpose of the road to perfection, to the place where our only
goal on earth is to fulfil our divine purpose to serve the King of kings.
The main reason of our repentance on Yom Kippur is to pray, intercede and
petition for the healing of our divine purpose. In order for us to get healing,
God has instituted the prophetic anointing to come to test us, to be a fire to
clean up our lives.

Prophetic:
The prophet has a purpose. We need to know what the prophet’s role is so
that we can:
- hear (the sound of the Shofar);
- measure our state of affair;
- make a course change.
The prophet is:
- a teacher of righteousness
- a social reformer
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-

a state man
someone who heralds the future Kingdom.

Therefore God gives the command, to go to “cry out to her” or to preach to
the city but never “against” the city:
Jonah 1:2; 3:2 “1:2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim
against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me.
3:2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach and cry out to it the
preaching that I tell you.”
The prophet tells us what is on God’s agenda:
Ps. 75:2-7 “2 When the proper time has come [for executing My
judgments], I will judge uprightly [says the Lord].
3 When the earth totters, and all the inhabitants of it, it is I Who will poise and
keep steady its pillars. Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]!
4 I said to the arrogant and boastful, Deal not arrogantly [do not boast]; and to
the wicked, Lift not up the horn [of personal aggrandizement].
5 Lift not up your [aggressive] horn on high, speak not with a stiff neck and
insolent arrogance.
6 For not from the east nor from the west nor from the south come promotion
and lifting up.
7 But God is the Judge! He puts down one and lifts up another.”
Here we find that God will judge the impostor – the flesh – the things that
man have made to be important.
God also judges that which is pure in spirit – i.e. those who are called. We all
have a little bit of the impostor / flesh in us. We are all called with a purpose
meant for eternity – to serve the King of kings.
My repentance this day is to bring to God’s
altar all the things that I have omitted to do
to fulfil this commission.
The prophet’s fire will clean my soul up:
Mal. 3:1-3 “1 BEHOLD, I send My messenger, and he
shall prepare the way before Me. And the Lord [the
Messiah], Whom you seek, will suddenly come to His
temple; the Messenger or Angel of the covenant, Whom
you desire, behold, He shall come, says the Lord of hosts.
2 But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He
appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap;
3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and He will purify the
priests, the sons of Levi, and refine them like gold and silver, that they
may offer to the Lord offerings in righteousness.”
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2 Tim. 2:20-21 “20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold
and silver, but also [utensils] of wood and earthenware, and some for
honorable and noble [use] and some for menial and ignoble [use].
21 So whoever cleanses himself [from what is ignoble and unclean, who
separates himself from contact with contaminating and corrupting influences]
will [then himself] be a vessel set apart and useful for honorable and
noble purposes, consecrated and profitable to the Master, fit and ready for
any good work.”
Is. 1:25-26 “25 And I will bring My hand again upon you and thoroughly
purge away your dross [as with lye] and take away all your tin or alloy.
26 And I will restore your judges as at the first, and your counselors as at the
beginning; afterward you shall be called the City of Righteousness, the
Faithful City.”
Is. 48:10-11 “10 Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried
and chosen you in the furnace of affliction.
11 For My own sake, for My own sake, I do it [I refrain and do not utterly
destroy you]; for why should I permit My name to be polluted and profaned
[which it would be if the Lord completely destroyed His chosen people]? And I
will not give My glory to another [by permitting the worshipers of idols to
triumph over you].”
The prophets voice will come to challenge me to deal with my heart:
Mal. 4:5 “5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and
terrible day of the Lord comes.”
Matt. 11:9-14 “9 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you,
and one [out of the common, more eminent, more remarkable, and] superior
to a prophet.
10 This is the one of whom it is written, Behold, I send My messenger ahead
of You, who shall make ready Your way before You.
11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone
greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he.
12 And from the days of John the Baptist until the present time, the kingdom
of heaven has endured violent assault, and violent men seize it by force [as a
precious prize—a share in the heavenly kingdom is sought with most ardent
zeal and intense exertion].
13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied up until John.
14 And if you are willing to receive and accept it, John himself is Elijah who
was to come [before the kingdom].”
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Luke 1:16-17 “16 And he will turn back and cause to return many of the sons
of Israel to the Lord their God,
17 And he will [himself] go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn
back the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient and
incredulous and unpersuadable to the wisdom of the upright [which is the
knowledge and holy love of the will of God]—in order to make ready for the
Lord a people [perfectly] prepared [in spirit, adjusted and disposed and placed
in the right moral state].”
Acts 2:17-20 “17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, God declares,
that I will pour out of My Spirit upon all mankind, and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy [telling forth the divine counsels] and your young
men shall see visions (divinely granted appearances), and your old men shall
dream [divinely suggested] dreams.
18 Yes, and on My menservants also and on My maidservants in those days I
will pour out of My Spirit, and they shall prophesy [telling forth the divine
counsels and predicting future events pertaining especially to God’s kingdom].
19 And I will show wonders in the sky above and signs on the earth beneath,
blood and fire and smoking vapor;
20 The sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the
obvious day of the Lord comes—that great and notable and conspicuous and
renowned [day].”
The prophet’s voice will challenge us to look for the “sign” of Jonah:
Matt. 16:4 “4 A wicked and morally unfaithful generation craves a sign, but
no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. Then He
left them and went away.”
We want the glory to return:
Haggai 2: 7-9 “7 And I will shake all nations and the desire and the precious
things of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with splendor, says
the Lord of hosts.
8 The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine, says the Lord of hosts.
9 The latter glory of this house [with its successor, to which Jesus came] shall
be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts; and in this place will I give
peace and prosperity, says the Lord of hosts.”
My reaction to the prophet’s voice will determine the level of purity and
healing that I receive before I go into the Holy of
Holies to stand before the King of kings.
The prophet:
- warns – I will mourn;
- refines – I will weep;
- judges – I will fast;
in order to be restored before my Father in
Heaven.
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Is. 58:11-13 “11 And the Lord shall guide you continually and satisfy you in
drought and in dry places and make strong your bones. And you shall be like
a watered garden and like a spring of water whose waters fail not.
12 And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the
foundations of [buildings that have laid waste for] many generations; and you
shall be called Repairer of the Breach, Restorer of Streets to Dwell In.
13 If you turn away your foot from [traveling unduly on] the Sabbath, from
doing your own pleasure on My holy day, and call the Sabbath a [spiritual]
delight, the holy day of the Lord honorable, and honor Him and it, not going
your own way or seeking or finding your own pleasure or speaking with your
own [idle] words,”

Healing:
Vital signs which are set as the barometer for me to use to measure my level
of purity:
My level of purity is defined by the following
attribute:
- My walk:
Gen. 17:1 “1 WHEN ABRAM was ninety-nine
years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, I
am the Almighty God; walk and live habitually
before Me and be perfect (blameless,
wholehearted, complete).”
Gal. 5:16-25 “16 But I say, walk and live [habitually] in the [Holy] Spirit
[responsive to and controlled and guided by the Spirit]; then you will certainly
not gratify the cravings and desires of the flesh (of human nature without
God).
17 For the desires of the flesh are opposed to the [Holy] Spirit, and the
[desires of the] Spirit are opposed to the flesh (godless human nature); for
these are antagonistic to each other [continually withstanding and in conflict
with each other], so that you are not free but are prevented from doing what
you desire to do.
18 But if you are guided (led) by the [Holy] Spirit, you are not subject to the
Law.
19 Now the doings (practices) of the flesh are clear (obvious): they are
immorality, impurity, indecency,
20 Idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger (ill temper), selfishness,
divisions (dissensions), party spirit (factions, sects with peculiar opinions,
heresies),
21 Envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like. I warn you beforehand, just as
I did previously, that those who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of
God.
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22 But the fruit of the [Holy] Spirit [the work which His presence within
accomplishes] is love, joy (gladness), peace, patience (an even temper,
forbearance), kindness, goodness (benevolence), faithfulness,
23 Gentleness (meekness, humility), self-control (self-restraint, continence).
Against such things there is no law [that can bring a charge].
24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus (the Messiah) have crucified the
flesh (the godless human nature) with its passions and appetites and desires.
25 If we live by the [Holy] Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. [If by the Holy
Spirit we have our life in God, let us go forward walking in line, our conduct
controlled by the Spirit.]”
- My ways:
2 Sam. 22:33 “33 God is my strong Fortress; He guides the blameless in His
way and sets him free.”
Ps. 13:30-32 “1 HOW LONG will You forget me, O Lord? Forever? How long
will You hide Your face from me?2 How long must I lay up cares within me
and have sorrow in my heart day after day? How long shall my enemy exalt
himself over me?3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God; lighten the eyes
[of my faith to behold Your face in the pitchlike darkness], lest I sleep the
sleep of death,4 Lest my enemy say, I have prevailed over him, and those
that trouble me rejoice when I am shaken.5 But I have trusted, leaned on, and
been confident in Your mercy and loving-kindness; my heart shall rejoice and
be in high spirits in Your salvation.6 I will sing to the Lord, because He has
dealt bountifully with me.”
- My works:
Deut. 32:4 “4 He is the Rock, His work is perfect, for all His ways are law
and justice. A God of faithfulness without breach or deviation, just and right is
He.”
Heb. 13:21 “21 Strengthen (complete, perfect) and make you what you ought
to be and equip you with everything good that you may carry out His will;
[while He Himself] works in you and accomplishes that which is pleasing in
His sight, through Jesus Christ (the Messiah); to Whom be the glory forever
and ever (to the ages of the ages). Amen (so be it).”
2 Tim. 3:17 “17 So that the man of God may be complete and proficient, well
fitted and thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
- My peace:
Is. 26:3 “3 You will guard him and keep him in perfect and constant peace
whose mind [both its inclination and its character] is stayed on You, because
he commits himself to You, leans on You, and hopes confidently in You.”
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- My love:
1 John 2:5 “5 But he who keeps (treasures) His Word [who bears in mind His
precepts, who observes His message in its entirety], truly in him has the love
of and for God been perfected (completed, reached maturity). By this we
may perceive (know, recognize, and be sure) that we are in Him:”
1 John 4:17-18 “17 In this [union and communion with Him] love is brought to
completion and attains perfection with us, that we may have confidence for
the day of judgment [with assurance and boldness to face Him], because as
He is, so are we in this world.
18 There is no fear in love [dread does not exist], but full-grown (complete,
perfect) love turns fear out of doors and expels every trace of terror! For fear
brings with it the thought of punishment, and [so] he who is afraid has not
reached the full maturity of love [is not yet grown into love’s complete
perfection].”
- My will:
Rom. 8:28 “28 We are assured and know that
[God being a partner in their labor] all things
work together and are [fitting into a plan] for
good to and for those who love God and are
called according to [His] design and purpose.”
Rom. 12:1-2 “1 I APPEAL to you therefore,
brethren, and beg of you in view of [all] the
mercies of God, to make a decisive dedication
of your bodies [presenting all your members
and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted,
consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable (rational,
intelligent) service and spiritual worship.
2 Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted
to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the
[entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that
you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect
will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His
sight for you].”
James 3:17 “17 But the wisdom from above is first of all pure (undefiled);
then it is peace-loving, courteous (considerate, gentle). [It is willing to] yield to
reason, full of compassion and good fruits; it is wholehearted and
straightforward, impartial and unfeigned (free from doubts, wavering, and
insincerity).”
1 Tim. 3:9 “9 They must possess the mystic secret of the faith [Christian truth
as hidden from ungodly men] with a clear conscience.”
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2 Tim. 1:3 “3 I thank God Whom I worship with a pure conscience, in the
spirit of my fathers, when without ceasing I remember you night and day in my
prayers,”
- My unity:
Acts 11:23 “23 When he arrived and saw what grace (favor) God was
bestowing upon them, he was full of joy; and he continuously exhorted
(warned, urged, and encouraged) them all to cleave unto and remain faithful
to and devoted to the Lord with [resolute and steady] purpose of heart.”
John 17:23 “23 I in them and You in Me, in order that they may become one
and perfectly united, that the world may know and [definitely] recognize that
You sent Me and that You have loved them [even] as You have loved Me.”
1 Cor. 1:10 “10 But I urge and entreat you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that all of you be in perfect harmony and full agreement in
what you say, and that there be no dissensions or factions or divisions among
you, but that you be perfectly united in your common understanding and in
your opinions and judgments.”
- My relationships:
Matt. 5:48 “48 You, therefore, must be
perfect [growing into complete maturity of
godliness in mind and character, having
reached the proper height of virtue and
integrity], as your heavenly Father is
perfect.”
Luke 6:40 “40 A pupil is not superior to his
teacher, but everyone [when he is]
completely trained (readjusted, restored, set to rights, and perfected) will be
like his teacher.”
Heb. 2:10 “10 For it was an act worthy [of God] and fitting [to the divine
nature] that He, for Whose sake and by Whom all things have their existence,
in bringing many sons into glory, should make the Pioneer of their salvation
perfect [should bring to maturity the human experience necessary to be
perfectly equipped for His office as High Priest] through suffering.”
Heb. 5:9 “9 And, [His completed experience] making Him perfectly
[equipped], He became the Author and Source of eternal salvation to all those
who give heed and obey Him,”
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- My word:
Ps. 19:7 “7 The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the [whole] person; the
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.”
Jer. 1:2-5 “2 To whom the word of the Lord came in the days of Josiah son of
Amon king of Judah in the thirteenth year of his reign.
3 It came also in the days of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah until the
end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah son of Josiah king of Judah, until the
carrying away of Jerusalem into captivity in the fifth month.
4 Then the word of the Lord came to me [Jeremiah], saying,
5 Before I formed you in the womb I knew [and] approved of you [as My
chosen instrument], and before you were born I separated and set you apart,
consecrating you; [and] I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
Ps. 17:3 “3 You have proved my heart; You have visited me in the night; You
have tried me and find nothing [no evil purpose in me]; I have purposed that
my mouth shall not transgress.”

Celebrating the Day:
God’s commandment is clear – we are called to keep the feast of Yom Kippur.
How we do so is a matter of individual choice under the guidance of the
Torah / Word and the Holy Spirit.
Keep in mind that the time for repentance, i.e. to bring a guilt offering for sin is
always, but the time to repent for our lack of faithfulness in pursuing our
path of purpose and destiny is unique – it’s the
day of Yom Kippur. On this day we offer
“ourselves”.
Many of us have fallen “asleep”, i.e. the daily life has
dulled our mind and we no longer have an end-time
vision.
Abraham is busy with God in the establishment of
the covenant where he falls asleep:
Gen. 15:12 “12 When the sun was setting, a deep
sleep overcame Abram, and a horror (a terror, a
shuddering fear) of great darkness assailed and oppressed him.”
God has to wake him up to face reality.
Jonah falls asleep in the middle of a storm meant to bring him to his senses.
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God uses the Ship’s Captain to wake Jonah up.
Jonah 1:6 “6 So the captain came and said to him, What do you mean, you
sleeper? Arise, call upon your God! Perhaps your God will give a thought to
us so that we shall not perish.”
This wake-up call was “Repent”! The Captain says “perhaps” God will
consider us.
What he is saying is – do we have enough time? The answer is yes, but
you still carry the consequence of the sin.

God’s Goodness:
God comes to Jonah and to us, even when we are totally disillusioned with
how things are going. He chooses to show us His provision – a symbol of the
time of Succot / Tabernacles, when He causes a plant to shoot up in a day
to provide protection and shelter.
Sometimes our vision is bent so far out of shape that we do not recognize
God’s provision.
Ungratefulness, unforgiveness and anger can cause a
man with a purpose –a man who has walked in the
victory of purpose – to lose his blessing.

Sensitivity to the Prompting of the Holy Spirit:
We are often overwhelmed when we experience the joy of
rebirth and the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
We need to remember that the Holy Spirit is a part of the Godhead which has
been sent down to earth as a Helper.
Jonah goes down to the city of Jaffa – the name of this city is associated with
beauty / beautiful.
When God made the earth, He declared that it was good / pleasing to His
sight.
Gen. 1:10 “10 God called the dry land Earth, and the accumulated waters He
called Seas. And God saw that this was good (fitting, admirable) and He
approved it.”
The Holy Spirit in us has come down from Heaven to what was a “beautiful”
earth, an earth which has been cursed because of sin.
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Man is made of the earth, which now has the Holy Spirit inside of it / him. It is
our supreme calling to ensure that we grow out of the corruption / decay of
this world.
Yom Kippur is the day therefore that separates the bad from the good. It is
a day of new beginnings! In a sense, Yom Kippur is a reflection of the Third
Day of Creation when God created and separated the day and the night.
Gen. 1:18 “18 To rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the
light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good (fitting, pleasant) and
He approved it.”
Zech. 3:9-10 “9 For behold, upon the stone which I have set before Joshua,
upon that one stone are seven eyes or facets [the all-embracing providence
of God and the sevenfold radiations of the Spirit of God]. Behold, I will
carve upon it its inscription, says the Lord of hosts, and I will remove the
iniquity and guilt of this land in a single day.
10 In that day, says the Lord of hosts, you shall invite each man his neighbor
under his own vine and his own fig tree.”
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MEN OF PURPOSE:
All too often we struggle to discover our true purpose. We grow up in a world
focused on the Greco-Roman mindset:
- performance
- individuality
- position
- possession
- it’s better to be first than last.
- Etc., etc.
It is therefore easy to see why we struggle to find out the excellence of God’s
purpose.
On the other hand the “church” has built up a set of standards which also
leave a lot to be desired.
The Torah / Word shows us that it is equally difficult to stay focused even
when you have discovered God’s Divine purpose for your life. Almost all of
the Bible characters show us the weakness to stray from the plumbline
given.
I will highlight a few examples, so that we can draw strength and courage
from God to pursue this dream.
David:
- a man after God’s heart;
- waits for his crown of rulership;
- is gracious with Saul until the end;
strays after the flesh in adultery and murder, but returns to
rule as king.
Peter:
- a disciple of courage and strength;
- a sensitive believer who could discern the divinity of
Yeshua;
betrays Yeshua three times and is reinstated when he declares “I love you,
Yeshua.”
Did they feel bad when they failed? Yes!
Did they want to turn away like Jonah? Yes!
Did God “return” to them? Yes!
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What is an Hebraic lifestyle?
A Revelation lifestyle of loving service using the prophetic power of God’s
Word to do God’s Calling.
Is. 55:11 “11 So shall My word be that goes forth out of My mouth: it shall not
return to Me void [without producing any effect, useless], but it shall
accomplish that which I please and purpose, and it shall prosper in the thing
for which I sent it.”

Be
a Torah
scribe.
Write
God’s
Word on
every
doorpost.

Be
a Torah
scribe.
Write
God’s
Word on
every
doorpost.

Studying:
God’s
Word
written
on my
Heart

Teach the Children
Model Torah Lifestyle
Have them see Torah power
as we struggle with practical
application

Hang on – look at loyalty throughout the Torah
Loving God with a
single-minded choice.
Relating to God
(Echad) – oneness. Bring
two things together –
intertwine / wrap yourself
Hang onto God’s
Word: Listen, Hear and
Obey.
Deut. 6:3-4 – Lifestyle of
being light
F e a r o f Go d
Deut. 6:2…Holy, Holy,
Holy…
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CONCLUSION:
God wants us, the Bride of Yeshua, to be spotless and pure – to be a
renewed Adam – focused on one goal to reign and recreate the tabernacle
glory on earth.
We want You, o God, to come back again.
As holy priests we choose to:
- Go into the mikveh, the water of purity, regularly to cleanse our souls.
- Engage in Torah strictly for the entire night to prior to Yom Kippur to
search for Rhema Word.
- Listen to the prompting of the Holy Spirit.
- Sound the shofar nine times to declare the
Jubilee year of the Lord!
Ps. 18:16, 30-32 “16 He reached from on high, He
took me; He drew me out of many waters.
30 As for God, His way is perfect! The word of the
Lord is tested and tried; He is a shield to all those who
take refuge and put their trust in Him.
31 For who is God except the Lord? Or who is the Rock save our God,
32 The God who girds me with strength and makes my way perfect?”
Ps. 19:7-11 “7 The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the [whole] person;
the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.
8 The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of
the Lord is pure and bright, enlightening the eyes.
9 The [reverent] fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the ordinances of
the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, even than much fine gold; they are
sweeter also than honey and drippings from the honeycomb.
11 Moreover, by them is Your servant warned (reminded, illuminated, and
instructed); and in keeping them there is great reward.”
Ps. 27:5 “5 For in the day of trouble He will hide me in His shelter; in the
secret place of His tent will He hide me; He will set me high upon a rock.”
Ps. 122:6-9 “6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! May they prosper who love
you [the Holy City]!
7 May peace be within your walls and prosperity within your palaces!
8 For my brethren and companions’ sake, I will now say, Peace be within you!
9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek, inquire for, and
require your good.”
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The Shofar:
And finally, one last look at the shofar – the
instrument used and blown so many times over the
past forty days. Does the shofar have one last
lesson for us?
The shofar has a peculiar shape. It is small at one end with ever widening
circles of greater diameters as we move to the other end.
When we blow the shofar, it requires:
- the inhaling of air;
- the pursing of the lips;
- the pushing out of the air.
The process is similar to the trails, tests and tribulation that we go through in
life.
Ps. 118:5 “5 Out of my distress I called upon the Lord; the Lord answered me
and set me free and in a large place.”
The process of repentance, remorse, changed attitude and spiritual growth is
likened to each one of the ever-increasing band of the shofar that represents
a year.
As we mature the width of my spiritual growth will be manifested by the
width of the shofar – it will determine the “sound” of:
- victory,
- blessing, etc.
that I show within the context of the Body of Yeshua.
As priest I come before God with an offering of incense, worship, prayer, on
my second trip before God I go with nothing – just as I am.
The sound of the sobbing1 of the shofar will reflect my heart – a call that God
will:
- be gracious;
- do an act of loving kindness to me;
- and save me.
God’s Torah and His Spirit remain with us:
Hag. 2:5 “5 According to the promise that I covenanted
with you when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit
stands and abides in the midst of you; fear not.”
Remember: It’s not about the shofar, but about the One who gave us breath
to blow!
1

Teruah - a series of nine quick, firm, searing and soaring blasts in short succession that
extend over a period of about 3 seconds.
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