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Welcome to the Global Watch Weekly Report 
 
Avatar is a 2009 American epic science fiction film written and directed by James Cameron, and 
starring Sam Worthington, Zoe Saldana, Stephen Lang, Michelle Rodriguez, Joel David Moore, 
Giovanni Ribisi and Sigourney Weaver. The film is set in the mid-22nd century, when humans 
are mining a precious mineral called unobtanium on Pandora, a lush habitable moon of a gas 
giant in the Alpha Centauri star system. The expansion of the mining colony threatens the 
continued existence of a local tribe of Na'vi, a humanoid species indigenous to Pandora. The 
film's title refers to the genetically engineered Na'vi-human hybrid bodies used by a team of 
researchers to interact with the natives of Pandora. 
 
Avatar premiered in London on December 10, 2009, and was internationally released on 
December 16 and in the United States and Canada on December 18, to critical acclaim and 
commercial success. The film broke several box office records during its release and became the 
highest-grossing film of all time in the U.S. and Canada and also worldwide, surpassing Titanic, 
which had held the records for the previous twelve years. 
 
Many Christian movie critics believe that Avatar teaches a gospel of pantheism, a faith that 
equates God with Nature, and calls humanity into religious communion with the natural world. In 
Cameron’s sci-fi universe, this communion is embodied by the blue-skinned, enviably slender 
Na’Vi, an alien race whose idyllic existence on the planet Pandora is threatened by rapacious 
human invaders. The Na’Vi are saved by the movie’s hero, a turncoat Marine, but they’re also 
saved by their faith in Eywa, the “All Mother,” described variously as a network of energy and the 
sum total of every living thing. 
 
What is your view? Do you believe that Christian movie critics are simply over exaggerating or do 
you believe they are simply raising the spotlight on something which we can no longer ignore? 
 
In this weeks edition we take a look at the Gaia concept which underpins the Pantheistic doctrine 
of the dark side of the environmental movement and also address the struggles within 
Christendom on how to respond from a biblical perspective on the issues of environmentalism. 
 
 
 
 

The Global Watch Weekly Report is a publication of Rema Marketing (www.remamarketing.com) and is published every Friday. 
For any queries regarding this service please contact us at admin@remamarketing.com. ©Rema Marketing 2011. All Rights Reserved. 

www.globalreport2010.com 

http://www.globalreport2010.com�


Anyone who has studied the global green 
movement has no doubt heard of "Gaia". Believers 
in Gaia, or ‘Gaians’ as they often refer to 
themselves, claim that the earth is a sentient super-
being, an ancient goddess spirit, deserving of 
worship and reverence.  
 
Sir James Lovelock, in his book Gaia: ‘A new look 
at Life’, states that “all of the lifeforms on this planet 
are a part of Gaia - part of one spirit goddess that 
sustains life on earth. Since this transformation into 
a living system the interventions of Gaia have 
brought about the evolving diversity of living 
creatures on planet Earth.” Gaians teach that the 
"Earth Goddess", or Mother Earth, must be 
protected from destructive human activity. It is this 
belief that fuels the environmental movement, 
sustainable development, and a global push for the 
return of industrialized nations to a more primitive 
way of life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gaians claim that “we are part of Nature and Nature 
is part of us, therefore God is part of us, and God is 
everywhere, and everything is God”. In reality Gaia 
is actually a revival of the “Earth-goddess” found in 
many ancient pagan religions. The current Gaia Cult 
is a cunning mixture of science, paganism, eastern 
mysticism, wicca and feminism.  
 
While researching this subject it is astounding to 
note how many prominent environmental leaders, 
politicians, scientists, and religious leaders profess 
a literal belief in Gaia. Gaians appear to have 
infiltrated every level of power at the United Nations 
and risen to prominent positions in many 
Governments. It could rightly be perceived to be the 
most dangerous and devious cult on the face of the 
planet.  

“Still more important is the implication that the 
evolution of humans, with his technological 
inventiveness and his increasingly subtle 
communications network, has vastly increased 
Gaia's range of perception. She is now through us 
awake and aware of herself. She has seen the 
reflection of her fair face through the eyes of 
astronauts and the television cameras of orbiting 
spacecraft. Our sensations of wonder and pleasure, 
our capacity for conscious thought and speculation, 
our restless curiosity and drive are hers to share. 
  
This new interrelationship of Gaia with man is by no 
means fully established; we are not yet a truly 
collective species, corralled and tamed as an 
integral part of the biosphere, as we are as 
individual creatures. It may be that the destiny of 
mankind is to become tamed, so that the fierce, 
destructive, and greedy forces of tribalism and 
nationalism are fused into a compulsive urge to 
belong to the commonwealth of all creatures which 
constitutes Gaia.” – James Lovelock, Gaia: A New 
Look at Life (1972) 

. 
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The modern Gaia hypothesis was originally 
formulated by James Lovelock. Dr Lovelock is one 
of the worlds most famous and influential scientists. 
He has degrees in numerous areas, including 
medicine, chemistry and physics. Lovelock worked 
for NASA during the 1960's as a consultant to the 
Viking spacecraft project. His task was to develop 
methods for detecting life on Mars. He claims that 
while searching for suitable methods he realised 
that conditions that allowed life to exist on Earth 
could not occur ‘naturally’. The system is so well 
balanced and yet so dynamic that life itself is acting 
like a self-regulating sentient super-organism. He 
famously told NASA that there was no possibility of 
life existing on Mars and they should cancel their 
mission.  

Lovelock called his sentient, super-organism “Gaia”, 
after the ancient Greek Goddess of the Earth. In 
Greek Mythology it was Gaia that “brought Order 
out of Chaos”, a theme commonly quoted in Gaian 
texts. Lovelock believed that humans were a key 
part of this organism. He claimed that humans had 
evolved to a point where they had become Gaia’s 
“global brain” and “she is now through us awake 
and aware of herself. She has seen the reflection of 
her fair face through the eyes of astronauts and the 
television cameras of orbiting spacecraft.” 
  
However, he also believed that humans were 
abusing the planet environmentally, jeopardizing the 
organism as a whole, "as though the human race is 
a cancer." In his latest book, The Revenge of Gaia, 
Lovelock claims that Gaia is now fully awakened,  

and she is angry. Lovelock writes  
 
“Just as the human body uses a fever to fight off an 
infection, Gaia is raising Her temperature to expel a 
harmful parasite – humans. Unless humans 
renounce their destructive ways and rejoin the 
diverse community of living beings in Gaia’s loving 
embrace then Gaia will be forced to act in order to 
secure Her supreme reign”. In the book Lovelock 
also claims, that on the current trajectory, “the 
human population will be reduced to a few breeding 
pairs by the end of this century.” 
 
Lovelock rose to further global prominence when, in 
the late 1970s, he suddenly discovered that CFC’s 
were “destroying the Earths protective ozone layer”. 
He led a campaign which resulted in an 
international ban on these chemicals. Lovelock was 
also one of the first and most vocal proponents of 
the Global Warming theory. To a suspicious mind it 
may appear that controlling and eliminating CFC’s 
was a test case for the big prize, controlling and 
eliminating fossil fuels, thus removing the cause of 
Gaia’s pain, the modern industrial society. However, 
throughout his long career Lovelock has zealously 
promoted his Gaia theory. Two of his most recent 
publications are titled “Homage to Gaia” and “The 
Revenge of Gaia.” 

The Gaia hypothesis was eagerly accepted by the 
emerging new age movement in the 1970s as it 
combines neatly with eastern mysticism and 
neopagan theology, but “science” was needed to 
convince biologists. For these people, Gaia was 
made palatable by Lovelock's Daisyworld model, a 
mathematical and scientific theory designed to 
refute the criticisms of Darwinism.  
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Just as evolution eliminates the need for a divine 
creator, the Daisyworld model provided a theory of 
evolving life on earth that incorporates natural 
selection with a sentient lifeforce. It eliminates a 
personal yet separate God, and makes humans a 
part of the divine spirit that is Gaia. 

Interestingly climatology was the first branch of 
science to actively endorse the Gaian theory that 
Earth was a single, self-regulating system. Steven 
Schneider, Professor of Climatology at Stanford, 
organised the first international scientific conference 
to discuss “the implications of Gaia.” It was 
Schneider who later became the most vocal 
climatologist supporting Global Warming and once 
famously stated “we need to get some broad based 
support, to capture the public's imagination... So we 
have to offer up scary scenarios, make simplified, 
dramatic statements and make little mention of any 
doubts... Each of us has to decide what the right 
balance is between being effective and being 
honest.” The Gaia hypothesis, absent the spiritual 
connotations, has now been accepted into 
mainstream science and renamed the Gaia Theory. 
It can be found in most environmental science 
textbooks.  
 
As mentioned previously the Gaia theory found its 
greatest resonance with the New Age movement 
who were entranced by the mystical side of Gaia. 
They found it easy to conceive that humans can 
have a spiritual relationship with Gaia. A 
connectedness to nature and the belief that humans  

are a part of this collective consciousness called 
Gaia appeals strongly to their worldview. A simple 
google search for gaia pagan, will reveal thousands 
of organisations proudly proclaiming themselves to 
literally be pagan priests and disciples of the great 
Goddess Gaia. There are dozens of Gaia Groups in 
most major cities. Wicca, which is said to be the 
fastest growing religion in the United States, is 
intimately connected with Gaia worship. In fact 
many Gaians call themselves witches and warlocks.  
 
The feminist movement has also warmly embraced 
the concept of a Gaia Goddess. For many of these 
proponents, an integral part of Goddess worship is 
its prevalent theme of anti-masculine, anti-male 
statements. In this philosophical world-view, since 
Goddess worship is good, then by necessity, any 
use of masculine terminology in reference to God or 
any prominence of men in culture or society is 
generally discouraged.  
 
The prominent self-proclaimed ‘feminist witch’, 
Miriam Starhawk stated, "The symbolism of the 
Goddess has taken on an electrifying power for 
modern women. It has exposed the falsehoods of 
patriarchal history, and given us models for female 
strength and authority." 
 
Gaians teach that the Divine Earth must be 
protected from all threats no matter what the cost. 
The United Nations Global Biodiversity Assessment, 
explicitly refers to Christianity as a faith that has set 
humans apart from nature and stripped nature of its 
sacred qualities.  

“Conversion to Christianity has therefore meant an 
abandonment of an affinity with the natural world for 
many forest dwellers, peasants, fishers all over the 
world ...The northeastern hilly states of India 
bordering China and Myanmar supported small 
scale, largely autonomous shifting cultivator 
societies until the 1950's. These people followed 
their own religious traditions that included setting 
apart between 10% and 30% of the landscape as 
sacred groves and ponds.”  
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While condemning Christianity and Islam as the root 
of all environmental evil, the document goes on to 
praise Buddhism and Hinduism as they "did not 
depart as drastically from the perspective of 
humans as members of a community of beings 
including other living and non-living elements." 
 
Al Gore, in his book Earth in the Balance, echoes 
this view "Prehistoric Europe and much of the world 
was based on the worship of a single earth 
goddess, who was assumed to be the fount of all 
life and who radiated harmony among all living 
things. Much of the evidence for the existence of 
this primitive religion comes from the many 
thousands of artifacts uncovered in ceremonial 
sites.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These sites are so widespread that they seem to 
confirm the notion that a goddess religion was 
ubiquitous through much of the world until the 
antecedents of today's religions, most of which still 
have a distinctly masculine orientation...swept out of 
India and the Near East, almost obliterating belief in 
the goddess. The last vestige of organized goddess 
worship was eliminated by Christianity as late as the 
fifteenth century in Lithuania."  
 
Gore then quotes deChardin,  
 
"'The fate of mankind, as well as of religion, 
depends upon the emergence of a new faith in the  

future.’ Armed with such a faith, we might find it 
possible to resanctify the earth..." Gore is also fond 
of quoting an old Native Indian saying “Will you 
teach your children what we have taught our 
children? That the earth is our Mother. What befalls 
the earth, befalls all the sons of the earth. This we 
know - the earth does not belong to man, man 
belongs to the earth.”  
 
Gaia worship is at the very heart of the Global 
Green Agenda. Sustainable Development, Agenda 
21, the Earth Charter, and the Global Warming 
theory are all part of the Gaians mission to save " 
Mother Earth" from her human infestation. Gaians 
have succeeded in uniting the environmental 
movement, the new age movement, Eastern 
religions, the United Nations and even the leaders 
of many Christian denominations behind this vile 
new form of paganism. 
  
"The earth is not dead matter. She is alive.  
Now begin to speak to the earth as you walk.  
You can speak out loud, or just talk to her in your 
mind. Send your love into her with your exhalation. 
Feel your heart touching upon the heart of the 
planet. Say to her whatever words come to you: 
Mother Earth, I love you. Mother Earth, I bless you. 
May you be healed. May all your creatures be 
happy. Peace to you, Mother Earth. On behalf of the 
human race, I ask forgiveness for having injured 
you. Forgive us, Mother Earth" 
 
- “Prayer to the Earth”, Student Textbook 
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In 2008 publishers Harper One stirred up significant controversy with the publication of their new “Green 
Bible”. Printed on recycled paper with soy-based ink the bible was fully endorsed by many public figures 
such as Desmond Tutu. Based on the New Revised Standard Edition, The Green Bible according to 
Harper One was designed to equip and encourage people to see God's vision for creation and help them 
engage in the work of healing and sustaining it. With over 1,000 references to the earth in the Bible, 
compared to 490 references to heaven and 530 references to love, the Bible says “Harper One” carries a 
powerful message for the earth. 
 
However since its release evangelicals are divided over a "Green Bible" which embraces 
environmentalism and a need to protect the Earth. 
  
The Green Bible, which has been endorsed by secular groups such as the Humane Society and the Sierra 
Club, shows people that "God is calling us to care for the world around us," said Rusty Pritchard, editor of 
Creation Care Magazine, a publication for evangelicals. Other evangelicals are concerned the Green Bible 
will mislead Christians because it does not interpret Scripture literally, said James Taylor, a founding elder 
at Living Water Christian Fellowship in Palmetto, Fla. 
  
"These groups don't have a religious focus; they have a desire to spread their environmental message," 
Taylor said of the essayists who contributed to the Green Bible, which contains a foreword from Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 
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If your reading this and are a Christian what are your views? Should it be the duty of Christians to protect 
the planet which is a creation of God or should we sit back and not take an interest because our home is a 
heavenly home? 

 
There is a difference between the biblical view of the 
environment and the political movement known as 
"environmentalism." Understanding this difference will shape a 
Christian’s view of environmentalism. The Bible is clear that the 
earth and everything in it was given by God to man to rule over and 
subdue. "And God blessed them, and God said to them, 'Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every 
living thing that moves upon the earth'" (Genesis 1:28). Because 
they were created in His image, God gave men and women a 
privileged place among all creatures and commanded them to 
exercise stewardship over the earth (Genesis 1:26-28; Psalm 8:6-8). 
Stewardship implies caretaking, not abusing. We are to intelligently 
manage the resources God has given us, using all diligent care to 
preserve and protect them. This is seen in the Old Testament where 
God commanded that the fields and vineyards would be sown and 
harvested for six years, then left fallow for the seventh year in order 
to replenish the soil's nutrients, both to rest the land and to ensure 
continued provision for His people in the future (Exodus 23:10-11; 
Leviticus 25:1-7). 

 
At the same time, the earth we inhabit is not a permanent planet, nor was it ever intended to be. The 
environmental movement is consumed with trying to preserve the planet forever, and we know this is not 
God's plan. He tells us in 2 Peter 3:10 that at the end of the age, the earth and all He has created will be 
destroyed: "But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud 
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and the works that are upon it will be 
burned up" (NKJV). The physical, natural earth in its present form, with its entire universe will be 
consumed and God will create a "new heaven and a new earth" (2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:1). 
 
So we see that rather than trying to preserve the earth for thousands or even 
millions of years to come, we are to be good stewards of it for as long as it 
lasts, which will be as long as it serves God's sovereign plan and purpose. As 
Christians, we should be concerned about our effect on our environment. God 
appointed man to be the steward of this world (Genesis 1:28), not the 
destroyer of it. However, we should not allow environmentalism to become a 
form of idolatry, where the “rights” of an inanimate planet and its non-human 
creatures are held in higher esteem than God (Romans 1:25) and man 
created in His image. With global warming, as with any other topic, it is crucial 
to understand what the facts are, who those facts come from, how they are 
interpreted, and what the spiritual implications should be. 
 
A true Christian environmental ethic differs from the naturalistic and pantheistic ethics in that it is based on 
the reality of God as Creator and man as his image-bearer and steward. God is the Creator of nature, not 
part of nature. He transcends nature (Gen. 1-2; Job 38-41; Ps. 19, 24, and 104; Rom 1:18-20; Col. 1:16-
17). All of nature, including man, is equal in its origin. Nature has value in and of itself because God 
created it. Nature's value is intrinsic; it will not change because the fact of its creation will not change. The 
rock, the tree, and the cat deserve our respect because God made them to be as they are. 
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While man is a creature and therefore is identified with the other creatures, he is also created in God's 
image. It is this image that separates humans from the rest of creation (Gen. 1:26-27; Ps. 139:13-16). God 
did not bestow His image anywhere else in nature. Therefore, while a cat has value because God created 
it, it is inappropriate to romanticize the cat as though it had human emotions. All God's creatures glorify 
Him by their very existence, but only one is able to worship and serve Him by an act of the will. But a 
responsibility goes along with bearing the image of God. In its proper sense, man's rule and dominion over 
the earth is that of a steward or a caretaker, not a reckless exploiter. Man is not sovereign over the lower 
orders of creation. Ownership is in the hands of the Lord. 
 
God told Adam and Eve to cultivate and keep the garden (Gen. 2:15), and we may certainly use nature for 
our benefit, but we may only use it as God intends. An effective steward understands that which he 
oversees, and science can help us discover the intricacies of nature. Technology puts the creation to 
man's use, but unnecessary waste and pollution degrades it and spoils the creation's ability to give glorify 
to its creator. I think it is helpful to realize that we are to exercise dominion over nature not as though we 
are entitled to exploit it but as something borrowed or held in trust. Recall that in the parable of the talents 
in Matthew 25, the steward who merely buried his talent out of fear of losing it was severely chastised. 
What little he did have was taken away and given to those who already had a great deal. When Christ 
returns, His earth may well be handed back to Him rusted, corroded, polluted, and ugly. To what degree 
will you or I be held responsible? 

Because the environmental movement has been co-opted by those involved in the New Age Movement, 
many Christians have begun to confuse interest in the environment with interest in pantheism and have 
hesitated to get involved. But we cannot allow the enemy to take over leadership in an area that is 
rightfully ours. As the redeemed of the earth, our motivation to care for the land is even higher than that of 
the New Ager. Jesus has redeemed all of the effects of the curse, including our relationship with God, our 
relationship with other people and our relationship with the creation (1 Cor. 15:21-22, Rom. 5:12-21). 
Though the heavens and the earth will eventually be destroyed, we should still work for healing now. 
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Without doubt one of the greatest threats to society 
and the church today is the multifaceted 
environmentalist movement. Although its reach is 
often subtle, there isn't an aspect of life that is 
doesn't seek to force into its own mold.  
 
In 2010 a group of Christian leaders formed a 
unified documented response based on James 4:7 
“Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he 
will flee from you.” Their DVD series has caused 
great controversy Are they taking scriptures out of 
context with an ultra conservative stance or are they 
identifying a deception which only comes from 
spiritual discernment. Some of the key contributions 
are as follows: 
 
God-Given Rights: Acknowledging God's 
Jurisdiction 

 
D a v i d  B a r t o n  o f 
Wallbuilders talks about 
the scriptural basis for the 
rights due to all mankind as 
stewards and care-takers 
of the earth. The globalism 
of the environmentalist 
movement derives from 

post-structuralism, which recognizes cultural 
differences but requires that they be set aside for 
the purpose of global unity. While that might seem 
nice, what it entails is that rights are derived from 
government, and government will dictate what is 
best in order to accommodate a utilitarian ethic. 
This destroys the right to self-determination, a 
fundamental principle of American government. 
Rights come from God. All that need be done to see 
the pros and cons of either side is to look at the 
former Soviet Union, and how people fared in that 
political structure, versus how they have fared in 
America.  
 

The U.N. and Children: Indoctrination and Lost 
Rights 
 

"The UN Convention of the Rights 
of the Child" provides nothing of 
the sort. Aside from how dubious it 
is to claim governments are more 
righteous than the individual 
people that make up those 
societies, the treaty is simply a 
tool of indoctrination and 
propaganda for environmentalism 

(among other things). Parental rights will be set 
aside as an indoctrinating government bureaucracy 
that holds ultimate rights over your children takes 
over. Dr. Michael Farris, founder of the Home 
School Defense Association, reveals the true 
agenda behind "The UN Convention of the Rights of 
the Child," one that includes mandatory 
environmentalist propaganda. We already see 
public school based conscription into the 
environmentalist movement in America, largely 
through in class assignments to make "green 
pledges," or political activism. 
 
Two Worldviews: Biblical Stewardship and 
Radical Environmentalism  

 
Author and National Radio Host 
Janet Parshall discusses the 
fundamental difference between 
biblical Christianity and Radical 
Environmentalism. On the one 
hand you have stewardship of 
the earth and its resources; on 
the other, worship of the earth 
as God. The two are completely 
incompatible.  

Blackberry Under the Spotlight 

www.globalreport2010.com 11 

D

RESISTING THE GREEN DRAGON 

http://www.globalreport2010.com�


In a previous edition of the Global Watch Weekly we  
focused on the Roman Catholic Church and the its 
links to Mystery Babylon and the incorporation of 
concepts which come from ancient pagan beliefs. 

 
Yet there are people that God has 
raised up within the Catholic Church 
who have identified the serious threat 
of movements like the New Age 
Movement and its infiltration of “anti 
Christian” global initiatives being 
fronted by the United Nations 
 

Below is an interview which took place several 
years ago with Alessandro Olivieri Pennesi, a 
professor at the Mater Ecclesiae Higher Institute of 
Religious Sciences of the Lateran who has sounded 
the alarm regarding the spread of New Age and its 
use and abuse of Christian elements which makes 
the movement a challenge to Christianity worldwide. 
 
At the end of the interview we also address the 
irony in this interview and how it rebounds the ball 
back to one of the key teachings of Catholicism. 
 
Q: Why does the spread of New Age represent a 
challenge for Christians? 
  
Father Olivieri Pennesi: New Age constitutes a 
great challenge for Christianity. Not only because it 
is spreading on a global level, but especially 
because it incorporates elements of Christianity, 
altering its original meaning. For example, Jesus 
Christ is no longer recognized as Son of God and 
only savior of the world. 
 
There is the loss of the concept of truth; we are 
living in an age of pure subjectivism. God has a 
thousand facets: cosmic energy, extra-cosmic 
energy, a Mind, the All, we ourselves are God, etc. 
  
If Jesus Christ is no longer the savior, people go in 
search of other salvations which become "self-
oriented salvation" through methods, meditations, 
different practices, including magic. The 
eschatological expectation is devoid of meaning, 
insofar as salvation is attainable after some or many 
reincarnations. 
 
Perhaps the greatest obstacle that must be 
addressed is, undoubtedly, the loss of awareness of 
truth, which vitiates every attempt to use the  
 
  

paradigms of reason. 
 
Q: Is it true that "weak thought" and a particularly 
emotional approach to New Age spirituality are quite 
widespread phenomena in the Catholic world? 
  
Father Olivieri Pennesi: Some have said that New 
Age is "a phenomenon that is typical of the 
postmodern culture, based on weak reasoning, 
ethical relativism and consumerism." I cannot but 
agree with this statement. 
  
New Age philosophy is spread in many forms and 
by many ways in a subtle and almost imperceptible 
manner and it is presented by highlighting its 
features of universal love and defense of nature. 
  
This proposal can lead to deceit insofar as it 
presents some objectives on which it is easy to 
agree: harmony between man and nature, 
awareness and commitment to improve the world, 
mobilization of all the forces for good for a new 
unitary plan of life. 
  
New Age empties the salvific event of Christ from its 
truth, singularity and fullness. In fact, according to 
this line of thought, man can make himself capable, 
through specific techniques, of experiencing the 
divine without the aid of divine grace, effecting by 
his own strength his salvation, on which universal 
harmony depends. 
   
Q: What are the conceptual characteristics that 
describe New Age? And what are the main 
differences that characterize Christian doctrine? 
  
Father Olivieri Pennesi: Douglas R. Groothuis, an 
American author, has identified six characteristics of 
New Age thought: Everything is one; everything is 
God; humanity is God; we must transform our 
conscience; all religions are one; optimism in regard 
to cosmic evolution. 
  
We can summarize in the following points what 
those of New Age generally affirm: 
  
One, there is no source of external authority -- only 
that of the interior -- "the god within us." Truth as 
objective reality does not exist, says one of the best
-known spokespersons of New Age: actress Shirley 
MacLaine. 
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Two, the Creator is confused with his creation, 
believing that God is part of creation and is not 
separated from the latter. They adopt the belief in 
monism from the Eastern religions -- that 
"everything is One" -- only one essence of the 
universe, everyone and everything forms part of this 
essence. 
  
Three, Christ, more than an individual, is a type of 
energy. This idea of "Christ-like awareness" states 
that Jesus was not the only Christ, but that he was 
predisposed to receive the "awareness of Christ," 
as were Buddha, Krishna and Mohammed. This is a 
well-known teaching of Gnostic occultism which has 
its roots in the Babylonian mystery religions. 
  
Four, insofar as sin is concerned, while reference to 
Adam's sin is silenced, it is affirmed, as "A Course 
in Miracles" states, that man's principal problem is 
his ignorance of his divinity. Every perceptible fault 
that man thinks he has is more an absence of 
knowledge; with this is eliminated the need for 
salvation and for a savior. 
  
Five, the New Age follower considers his good 
where he finds it. His morality is in his criteria, 
trusting in what he feels is good. 
  
Six, the traditional way of seeing the personification 
of evil as the devil or Satan is clearly absent from 
New Age literature. In regard to history and Lucifer's 
task, Benjamin Creme, a known speaker of the 
movement, states that "Lucifer came from the planet 
Venus 18.5 million years ago. He is the director of 
the evolution of our planet, he is the sacrificial lamb 
and the prodigal son. Lucifer made an incredible 
sacrifice, a supreme sacrifice for our planet." 
  
Seven, New Agers take up again the old doctrine of 
the Eastern religions on reincarnation, modifying it 
substantially in order to attain a perfection through 
innumerable cycles of death and rebirth. Together 
with this is the practice of so-called channeling 
through which disincarnated entities will direct 
humanity's spiritual evolution. 
  
Eight, in the document written by the Pontifical 
Councils for Culture and for Interreligious Dialogue -
- "Jesus Christ, Bearer of Living Water. A Christian 
Reflection on the New Age" -- one reads: "New Age 
has a marked preference for the Eastern and pre-
Christian religions, which are reckoned to be  
 
 

uncontaminated by Judeo-Christian distortions. 
Hence great respect is given to ancient agricultural 
rites and to fertility cults."  
  
I think a denunciation is obvious of certain 
animalistic and environmental ideologies which tend 
to re-propose a modern form of neo-pagan 
pantheism. 
 
Q: What is your opinion? 
  
Father Olivieri Pennesi: The divinization of nature, 
also known as "Gaia hypothesis," in homage to 
Greek mythology, is the result of the move from a 
correct safeguarding of the environment to forms of 
protection which I believe remind one of the sacred 
cows of the Hindus. 

The latter marks the influence of New Age ideas in 
the ecological movement beginning with the first 
Earth Day in 1970, when the planet was recognized 
as a living being, worthy of adoration. The 
incompatibility of this veneration with Christian 
teachings is obvious and is stressed by those who 
favor Gaia. 
  
Many esoteric publications see biblical teachings as 
the cause of great ecological problems. In an issue 
of Time magazine relating to environmental  
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problems, the Bible, and in particular the Book of 
Genesis -- where man is given dominion over the 
earth and its inhabitants -- is mentioned as one of 
the reasons for the mistreatment of nature by man. 
According to some environmentalists, the spread of 
Christianity led to a negative development of a 
technology that would damage the earth. 
  
In line with this attribution of guilt, the worship of 
Mother Earth and the environmental ideology are 
also accompanied by the devaluation of the human 
being, placed at the same level as the other 
"species" and even accused of excessive and 
harmful fecundity. 
  
It is symptomatic, in fact, that none of the many 
environmental organizations present in the world 
equate the defense of nature and the defense of 
human life; [hence they are not] pronouncing 
themselves against abortion. 
  
Q: Cardinal Georges Cottier has said that New Age 
is "incompatible with Catholic doctrine." What are 
the reasons for such an explicit condemnation? 
  
Father Olivieri Pennesi: It's true. The cardinal says 
that "the main theses of New Age are incompatible 
with Christianity, what is more, they are antithetical." 
  
According to the Vatican document "Jesus Christ, 
Bearer of Living Water. A Christian Reflection on 
the New Age," "It is difficult to separate the 
individual elements of New Age religiosity -– 
innocent though they may appear -– from the 
overarching framework which permeates the whole 
thought-world on the New Age movement. 
  
"The gnostic nature of this movement calls us to 
judge it in its entirety. From the point of view of 
Christian faith, it is not possible to isolate some 
elements of New Age religiosity as acceptable to 
Christians, while rejecting others. Since the New 
Age movement makes much of a communication 
with nature, of cosmic knowledge of a universal 
good -– thereby negating the revealed contents of 
Christian faith -– it cannot be viewed as positive or 
innocuous." 
 
End of Interview 
 
 

It is probably rather ironic that Catholicism which 
pays homage to Mary and exalts her more than it 
should would at the same time identify the dangers 
of the feminine mother Goddess theory that is 
prevalent in New Age Movement concepts. 
 
This irony is interesting because officially, the 
Catholic Church teaches that Mary was mortal and  
is not a Goddess, but despite this official position, 
many Catholics honor Mary as a Goddess. Other 
Catholics revere Mary as Mother of Jesus, but not 
as divine.  
 
Visions of the Virgin Mary have appeared to 
thousands of people around the world. Her sacred 
shrines are at Lourdes in France and Guadalupe in 
Mexico, as well as many other places.  

 
Mary was declared to be 
the "Mother of God" by the 
Christian church in the 7th 
century at Ephesus, 
Turkey. Ephesus was the 
home of a magnificent 
temple to the Goddess, 
Artemis Diana, one of 
whose sacred titles was 
"Queen of Heaven".   Mary 
is a more recent and much 
loved  incarnation of the 
Great Goddess of the 

ancient Middle-eastern cultures. Mary shares many 
standard Goddess attributes and symbols. 
 
The Christian church also conferred the Goddess's 
title on the Mother of Jesus. They called Her, "Mary, 
Queen of Heaven" and "Mary, Queen of the Angels"  
both are very ancient titles of the widely worshipped 
Great Goddesses on the Middle-east.    
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Through time, the names and sometimes the 
images of the Madonna and child have changed, 
but the location of these shrines, and the wide 
devotion to them has remained constant. in many 
cultures.  Image of the Madonna & Child are central 
to Catholicism, as they were often central to the 
Pagan worship of the Goddess IsIs and other 
Goddesses in the ancient world 

The Black Madonna is honored as a true Goddess 
figure, and has been since Christianity entered 
Europe. She is honored by many as Isis, Gaia, Kali, 
Mary, "the Other Mary" (Mary Magdalene), Diana, 
Sheela Na Gig, and the Ancient Primal Earth-
Mother Goddess.  All are beloved all are revered, 
each region has their own traditions.  
 
For many European Christians, the blending of their 
ancient Goddesses with the Blessed Virgin Mary 
has been a well accepted fact of their faith for 
centuries, there is no conflict. The holy Black 
Madonna, be she called Isis, or Mary, or Kali, or 
Diana, embodies all the aspects of Female Divinity 
for many millions of people.  Mary's blessings and 
intervention are still sought daily by millions who 
pray to the Mother.  
 
Pope John Paul II was deeply devoted to the 
Blessed Mother and did much to bring honor and a 
vitality to Her worship.  His deep devotion to Mary 
was shared by many millions of Catholics around 
the world. It was because of the love for Mary that 
the Roman Catholic Church considered elevating 
the Blessed Virgin Mary to the role of Co-Redeemer 
with her son Jesus Christ.  
 
However the irony is that some environmentalists 
are now linking the Virgin Mary to Gaia. 
 
We have already seen that James Lovelock is one 
of the most active proponents of the Gaia concept 
and its underlining influence in many of the green 
ecology initiatives supported by the United Nations, 
 
 
 

In his book “Age of Gaia” he states, 
 
“What if Mary is another name for Gaia? 
Then her capacity for virgin birth is no miracle, 
it is a role of Gaia since life began. 
She is of this Universe and, conceivably,  
a part of God. On Earth, she is the source  
of life everlasting and is alive now; 
she gave birth to humankind  
and we are part of her.”  
 
An honest, careful study of the pagan goddess cults 
will reveal that, apart from a few externals (i.e., the 
goddess may be considered a virgin and/or mother), 
they have nothing in common with the main 
Christian view of Mary. The goddess Gaia (Mother 
Earth) is a symbol that stands for everything that 
goes against what Mary would have us to believe.   
 
So why does the green environmental movement try 
to connect its religion to the Mary of the Bible in a 
way that even Catholics would detest. The reason 
being is that just as the New Age Movement 
believes in the “Universal Christ Spirit” they also 
believe in “A Universal Feminine Spirit”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One has to understand that the New Age Movement 
always seeks to identify the most common 
denominators that could potentially bring agreement 
amongst all religions and then uses this to blur the 
boundaries between religion. If Mary is a prominent 
figure in Judaism, Islam and Christianity but there is 
also a parallel figure known in Hinduism as Devi, 
Sakti and Madhevi or in Buddhism as Maria Kannon 
then the New Age Movement would exploit this 
common strand for the purpose of stretching out its 
deception to the liberals across all of the world 
religions who actively seek a unification of religion 
as a means for world peace and harmony. 
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The Bahá’í Faith is the youngest of the world’s independent monotheistic religions. 
Founded in Iran in 1844, it now has more than five million adherents in 236 
countries and territories. Bahá’ís come from nearly every national, ethnic and 
religious background, making the Bahá’í Faith the second-most-widespread religion 
in the world. 
  
Bahá’ís view the world’s major religions as a part of a single, progressive process 
through which God reveals His will to humanity. Bahá’u’lláh (1817-1892), the 
Founder of the Bahá’í Faith, is recognized as the most recent in a line of Divine 
Messengers that includes Abraham, Moses, Buddha, Zoroaster, Christ and 
Muhammad. 
  

The central theme of Bahá’u’lláh’s message is that humanity is one single race and that the day has come 
for humanity’s unification into one global society. While reaffirming the core ethical principles common to 
all religions, Bahá’u’lláh also revealed new laws and teachings to lay the foundations of a global 
civilization. “ 
 
Bahá'ís believe in: 
 
1) the oneness of humanity 
2) the common origin and unity of purpose of all world religions 
3) the harmony of science and religion  
4) equality of women and men 
5) the elimination of all forms of prejudice 
6) a spiritual solution to economic problems 
7) the establishment of a world commonwealth of nations 
 
The Baha'i community has, as a duly accredited non-governmental organization, long worked closely with 
the United Nations, supporting many of its goals and programs, and taking a leadership role in several 
international gatherings. Its involvement in the United Nations dates back to the founding of the UN in 
1945.  
 
In 1947, the Baha’i communities of the United States and Canada were recognised by the UN Department 
of Public Information (DPI), and the next year, the Baha’i International Community itself was recognised by 
the UN as an international non-governmental organization. In May 1970, they were granted consultative 
status with the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), then under the leadership of Robert Muller, 
allowing for a greater degree of interaction with the Council and its subsidiary bodies.  
 
On their own website the Baha’i boast that their representatives provide leadership in a number of UN-
related bodies, including the NGO/Department of Public Information Executive Committee, the Committee 
of Religious NGOs, the Values Caucus, the Millennium NGO Network for U.N. reform, the Commission on 
the Status of Women and the Commission on Sustainable Development. Since then they have also been 
granted consultative status with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and relationships with the 
many UN bodies have deepened and expanded over the years.  
 
The Baha’i organisation claims to have a close working relationship with the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and with the United Nations Environment Programme. It is also involved in joint activities with 
UNIFEM and UNICEF as well as many other religious, environmental and social programs within the UN. 
The Baha’i spiritual beliefs mirror almost exactly those described by the Lucis Trust and AAC described 
above. They too are waiting for the imminent arrival of an ‘Enlightened Being’ who will lead humanity into a 
‘new world order’:  
 
 

www.globalreport2010.com 16 

D

BAHAI ‐ THE RELIGION OF THE UN 

http://www.globalreport2010.com�
http://www.globalreport2010.com�


Blackberry Under the Spotlight

www.globalreport2010.com 11 

“For Baha'is, the term "new world order" has a special and clear-cut meaning. More than 100 years ago, 
Baha'u'llah invoked the phrase to categorize a future series of momentous changes in the political, social 
and religious life of the world.  
 
"The signs of impending convulsions and chaos can now be discerned, inasmuch as the prevailing Order 
appeareth to be lamentably defective,…..Soon will the present-day order be rolled up and a new one 
spread out in its stead. Baha'is understand that the dramatic changes and transformations we have 
witnessed over the last century - and which we are continuing to see - have been initiated by the coming of 
a new Messenger of God and influenced by the breaking light of a new Revelation.”  
 
The Baha’i faith sees the United Nations as the vessel by which the unifying of the world’s religions into 
one faith will come to fruition. Their plan for the future of our world and the role of the United Nations 
overseeing a regionalised world mirror almost directly the proposal outlined by Maurice’ Strong 
Commission on Global Governance. Baha’i writings state  
 
“the oneness of humanity implies an organic change in the structure of present-day society, a change such 
as the world has not yet experienced. It calls for no less than the reconstruction and the demilitarization of 
the whole civilized world – a world organically unified in all the essential aspects of life, its political 
machinery, its spiritual aspiration, its trade and finance, its script and language.”  
 
In a statement to the World Summit on Sustainable Development in August 2002, the Baha’i Community 
wrote,  
 
“despite significant achievements, the United Nations has yet to grasp fully both the constructive role that 
religion can play in creating a peaceful and prosperous global order, and the destructive impact that 
religious fanaticism can have on the stability and progress of the world. The UN must work untiringly to 
exorcise religious bigotry and superstition from within their faith traditions and renounce claims to religious 
exclusivity and finality.”  
 
In other words Christianity, Judaism and Islam are forms of religious bigotry that must be exorcised from 
the world system.  
 
Baha’is claim that the Bible speaks of Baha’u'llah, however, the only reference to Baha’u'llah in the Bible is 
an indirect one when Jesus and the apostles warned of the coming of false prophets and false Christ's 
(Matt. 7:15-16; 2 Cor. 11:13-15). The messianic verses from the Bible cited by Baha’is as referring to 
Baha’u'llah, can not truly support their claim because, among other things, Baha’u'llah was of Iranian 
descent, where the Messiah was to be Jewish (Matthew 1; Genesis 12:1-3; II Samuel 7:12-13).  Also, the 
New Testament repeatedly cites the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecies in the person of Jesus Christ 
(Matthew 1:1; 3:14; 8:17; Luke 1:31; Revelation 5:5).  
 
The second coming of Christ also can not refer to Baha’u'llah. Scripture indicates that the very same Jesus 
who ascended into heaven will one day personally return (Acts 1:9-11). The Bible also prophesies several 
dramatic and highly visible signs that will accompany the Second Coming (Matthew 24:29).  None of these 
signs were present when Baha’u'llah arrived on the scene. He also didn’t show up in the right place.  
Scripture clearly indicates that at the Second Coming the Messiah will come to Jerusalem and his feet will 
physically touch the Mount of Olives (Zech. 14:4).  Baha’u'llah never did this. 
 
The Spirit of truth in John 16:12-13 also can’t be referring to Baha’u'llah.  John 14-16 clearly identifies the 
Spirit of Truth as being the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-17, 26).  Jesus said that His promise of the Holy Spirit 
would be fulfilled “in a few days” (Acts 1:5), not in the 1800s when Baha’u'llah was born. That fulfilment 
came on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2. The function of the Holy Spirit is to make known Jesus’ teachings, 
not to replace them with the interpretations of another prophet. Jesus also said that the Holy Spirit would 
be with us forever (John 14:16). Baha’u'llah died in 1892 at the age of 75. 
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