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Parashah Miketz | “at the end of” | מקץ 
Week 10 

THE SPIRIT OF YHVH LIVES IN HIM! 
The verses that stands out for me this week are: 

Genesis 41:14 “Then Pharaoh summoned Yosef, and they brought him quickly out of the 
dungeon. He shaved himself, changed his clothes, and came in to Pharaoh.” 

Genesis 41:37-38 “The proposal seemed good both to Pharaoh and to all his officials. 
Pharaoh said to his officials, “Can we find anyone else like him? The Spirit of God lives in 
him!” 

Consider This … 

Joseph has been in prison for years … for a crime he did not commit! 
  

Page �  of �1 7



He uses the time to build on his character - we only know this by the actions that he takes 
as  soon as he has been set free. 

Please take note … this is a huge transformation!! 

From a stranger in town to being welcomed in the palace. 
From a prisoner to the highest office in government. 

Pharaoh  speaking says “… can we find?”  

And he is not talking about picking up some sea shell, or a pretty flower, he is 
talking about a man with character … with GODLY Values !! 

The Hebrew for “find” is Strong’s 4672 ”ma’tsa”  

Job 34:11 “For he pays people back for what they do  and sees that each gets what his 
conduct deserves.” 

To receive … once again we find a word meaning which is associated with some excellent 
conduct. 

The example here speaks to farming … you need to:  

• plough the land,  
• remove the stones,  
• sow the seed and  
• watch over the fields … 

only then can you expect to find a good harvest. 

Genesis 26:12 “Yitz’chak planted crops in that land and reaped that year a hundred 
times as much as he had sowed. ADONAI had blessed him.” 

Strong’s  4672: ma’tsa • The ordinary understanding of “to encounter … to 
stumble upon”. 

• To find that which is lost. 
• To cause to acquire - what we note with this 

interpretation is that the principle of cause and 
effect is at play. 

• The outward character that is revealed by Joseph 
comes at a cost … he can only show that which 
has been accumulated through diligence and 
hard work.

Page �  of �2 7



Another example using this same word image speaks to searching for and finding 
wisdom. 

Psalm 3:13-18 “Happy the person who finds wisdom, the person who acquires 
understanding; for her profit exceeds that of silver, gaining her is better than gold, she is 
more precious than pearls - nothing you want can compare with her. Long life is in her right 
hand, riches and honor in her left. Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are 
peace. She is a tree of life to those who grasp her; whoever holds fast to her will be made 
happy.”  

Psalm 8:9 “They are all clear to those who understand and straightforward to those who 
gain knowledge.” 

We can only be content if we are able to apply GODLY Wisdom to all of our circumstances 
… like Joseph sitting in prison and that asks of us to carefully develop the Fruit of the Holy 
Spirit. 

You see it is relatively easy to act in the flesh. 

Galatians 5:19-21 “And it is perfectly evident what the old nature does. It expresses itself 
in sexual immorality, impurity and indecency; idol-worship and misuse of drugs in 
connection with the occult; in feuding, fighting, becoming jealous and getting angry; in 
selfish ambition, factionalism, intrigue and envy; in drunkenness, orgies and things like 
these. I warn you now as I have warned you before: those who do such things will have no 
share in the Kingdom of God! 

But in order to transform, we need to work on these great attributes mentioned by Paul in 
Galatians.  

Galatians 5:22-23 “But the Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, humility, self control. Nothing in the Torah stands against such 
things.”  

Let us now look at the physical action that Joseph took on leaving prison. 

He shaves and he changes his clothes. 
What can this mean? 
Surely it’s not just about his physical appearance? 

Page �  of �3 7



 

(a) As we look at the word “shave” Strong’s H1548 “ga-lakh” 

We find out that it means: 

To lay waste 
To be naked 

The understanding that we have is similar to that of someone who has suffered from 
“tzara” (leprosy) as described in the Old Testament. 

As soon as you are healed, you go through a cleaning process and can enter the 
Tabernacle. 

Joseph shows us that he has dealt with his past … with the hurts and wounds and the 
issues with the family. 

He has this desire to be back in the camp … and nothing will stand in his way. 

What’s more - shaving is a declaration that you are pure and holy again. 

Leviticus 14:8-9 “He who is to be purified must wash his clothes, shave off all his hair 
and bathe himself in water. Then he will be clean; and after that, he may enter the 
camp; but he must live outside his tent for seven days. On the seventh day he is to shave 
all the hair off his head, also his beard and eyebrows - he must shave off all his hair; and 
he is to wash his clothes and bathe his body in water; and he will be clean.” 
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(b) As we look at the word for “changes” - Strong’s Hebrew 2498 “Kha-laf” we discover 
these wonderful images: 

i) To be renewed. 
  

Psalm 90:5-6 “You sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a dream, like grass that 
is renewed in the morning: in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it 
fades and withers.” 

ii) To sprout again. 

As in the example of Aaron, whose rod would sprout again, we see a renewal of an 
authority level … the change in Joseph is a restoration of his authority - his staff had 
budded and was before the Ark of the Covenant. 

Numbers 17:5 “The staff of the man I am going to choose will sprout buds - in this way I 
will put a stop to the complaints the people of Isra’el keep making against you.” 

Numbers 17:23-25 “The next day Moshe went into the tent of the testimony, and there he 
saw that Aharon’s staff for the house of Levi had budded - it had sprouted not only buds 
but flowers and ripe almonds as well. Moshe brought out all the staffs from before ADONAI 
to all the people of Isra’el, and they looked, and each man took back his staff. ADONAI 
said to Moshe, “Return Aharon’s staff to its place in front of the testimony. It is to be kept 
there as a sign.” 

iii) To show / reveal newness.  

The image is that of a tree that brings forth the new bright green leaves in early spring---
that dazzling colour of new life. 
  

Isaiah 40:31 “ … but those who hope in ADONAI will renew their strength, they will soar 
aloft as with eagles’ wings; when they are running they won’t grow weary, when they are 
walking they won’t get tired.” 

Isaiah 41:1 “Keep silence before Me, coastlands! Let the peoples replenish their strength!  
Let them approach; then let them speak. Let us assemble for judgment.” 

Joseph, cleanses himself of the past and sprouts again … evidence of restored / renewed 
life, which is why Pharaoh says … can we find such a man … who has the spirit of 
YHVH?  
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WHAT SHOULD WE THINK ABOUT THIS WEEK? 

1. Do we let things that have happened to us stand in our way to be purified … do we 
retain the “tzara” in our life that keeps us unclean and outside of the camp? 

2. In what areas of your life is there the potential to sprout new life … what clothes must 
you take off to allow this to happen? 

A FINAL THOUGHT 

If shaving and changing your clothes is all that stands between your current situation and a 
life lived at the peak of potential …  why don’t you try it? 
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BLESSING 
Numbers 6:24-27 

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will BLESS them. 
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