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Parashah Vayigash | “and he drew near” | ויגש 
Week 11 

OVERWHELMED BY ANGUISH   
The verse that stands out for me this week is: 

Genesis 44:30-34 “So now if I go to your servant my father, and the boy isn’t with us - 
seeing how his heart is bound up with the boy’s heart - when he sees that the boy isn’t 
with us, he will die; and your servants will bring the gray hair of your servant our father 
down to Sh’ol with grief. For your servant himself guaranteed his safety; I said, ‘If I fail to 
bring him to you, then I will bear the blame before my father forever.’ Therefore, I beg you, 
let your servant stay as a slave to my lord instead of the boy, and let the boy go up with his 
brothers. For how can I go up to my father if the boy isn’t with me? I couldn’t bear to see 
my father so overwhelmed by anguish.” “ 

Consider This … 

These words translated in the inter-linear Bible record this last sentence somewhat 
differently … 

It reads … 

“I fear to see the evil that would find my father.” 

As we read these two descriptions of the same sentence we get to understand that the 
intent or the message is quite different. 

In the English translation the author describes what can be called an “emotion” or a 
feeling. 

The d i c t i ona ry uses t h i s 
explanation: 

Severe mental or physical 
pain, 
Torment, suffering, sorrow, 
misery, heartache. 

However, on read ing the 
Hebrew word meaning, we 
realize that this author is 
speaking about something quite 
different, 
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Before we go into the word meaning, let’s just think for a minute about the background 
story up until this point in time. 

The Bible gives us a clear Instruction / Commandment  ➛ honour our parents.  

These Commandments are repeated a number of times though-out the Bible … maybe 
because it a serious matter? These listed here are only a few: 

Exodus 20:12 “Honor your father and mother, so that you may live long in the Land 
which ADONAI your God is giving you.” 

Deuteronomy 5:16 “Honor your father and mother, as ADONAI your God ordered you 
to do, so that you will live long and have things go well with you in the Land ADONAI your 
God is giving you.”  

Proverbs 4:3 “For I too was once a child to my father; and my mother, too, thought of 
me as her special darling.”  

Proverbs 17:6 “Grandchildren are the crown of the aged, while the glory of children is 
their ancestors.’ 

While the Commandment to ‘DO’ is clear, we find at the same time a number of verses that 
speak to the consequence of our failure to honour parents. 

Proverbs 19:26 “One who mistreats his father and evicts his mother is a son who brings 
them shame and disgrace.”  

Proverbs 20:20 “Whoever curses his father or mother - his lamp will go out in total 
darkness.” 

Romans 1:28-32 “In other words, since they have not considered God worth knowing, 
God has given them up to worthless ways of thinking; so that they do improper things. 
They are filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and vice; … they disobey their 
parents; they are brainless, faithless, heartless and ruthless. They know well enough 
God’s righteous decree that people who do such things deserve to die; yet not only do 
they keep doing them, but they applaud others who do the same.” 

The question that arises often is … what constitutes honouring? 

We can sum this up in this phrase - it’s a two way street … there are obligations on both 
sides. 
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Children must recognize that their lives are a product of the parents … in this regard 
they should always ensure that the opinions of parents are always carefully 
considered.  
Parents are not always correct in their assessment of a situation … they may have a 
strong preference for a particular response to a situation - but the final choice is in the 
hand of that individual making the choice. 

In other words, we can disagree, but we must not disrespect … so it’s really about how 
you go about communicating the choice that you make!  

Colossians 3:21 “Fathers, don’t irritate your children and make them resentful, or 
they will become discouraged.” 

Ephesians 6:4 “Fathers, don’t irritate your children and make them resentful; instead, 
raise them with the Lord’s kind of discipline and guidance.” 

So, now let’s think about what these sons of Jacob have done to him. 

Let us agree that Jacob had most probably not been the perfect role model for most of 
their lives. 
Let us also agree that these children would have seen the unfair degree of love shown 
to the mothers Leah and Rachel, and  
They would have seen the extra love given to Joseph … in short, there was an injustice 
in the family dealings.  
However, they were there on the day before and the day after his encounter with 
YHVH.  
They have witnessed the effect of that encounter and must have seen the change in 
his life - after all, his name has been changed as well … he is now known as Israel. 

Yet they do harm to Joseph … 
 

Page �  of �3 7



But even WORSE, they put Jacob through the worst of torment. 
His son is missing (believed dead),  
- his body is not found,  
- no grave is dug,  
- no finality is reached and 
Jacob carries this burden for 17 years, while they stand by and watch. 

Which is why the Hebrew word used is “evil”.  

Genesis 6:5-6 “ADONAI saw that the people on earth were very wicked, that all the 
imaginings of their hearts were always of evil only. ADONAI regretted that He had made 
humankind on the earth; it grieved His Heart.” 

Genesis 13:13 “Now the men of S’dom were evil, committing great sins against ADONAI.” 

i) Noxious hurt 

Job 22:5 “Isn’t it because your wickedness is great? Aren’t your iniquities endless?“ 

ii) Malignant affliction  

Proverbs 28:5 “Evil people don’t understand justice, but those who seek ADONAI 
understand everything.”  

iii) Grievous harm & Deformed evil 

Genesis 41:3 “After them, seven ears, thin and blasted by the east wind, sprang up.” 

iv) Adversity / mischief 

Psalm 7:14 “Behold, the wicked man conceives evil and is pregnant with mischief and 
gives birth to lies.” 

  
These acts by the sons of Jacob are recorded as EVIL! 

Strong’s  H 7451: ra Please note: we move from an emotion to a devious deed in 
this change of meaning. 
• Wickedness / vicious
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The Bible is clear … there is a judgment on this evil. 

The children have eaten from the Tree of good and evil, and then have done evil to Jacob 
… they break one of the Ten Commandments.  

Is it not a small wonder that they and their descendants become slaves in 
Egypt? 

WHAT SHOULD WE TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK? 

1. What actions have we committed that have dishonoured parents … have made 
them feel inadequate? Can we repair this breach of trust? 

2. Have you role modeled a GODLY lifestyle so that your children will have inherited 
a value of respect for others? 

3. Have you as parents done anything to frustrate your children by interfering in 
their lives? 

!  
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A FINAL THOUGHT 

Isaac had blessed his sons. 
The children of Israel would know the principle of being blessed.  
Surely you think twice before waiving the right to a father’s blessing … Jacob goes on 
to bless them anyway. 

Genesis 49:26 “The blessings of your father are more powerful than the blessings of my 
parents, extending to the farthest of the everlasting hills; they will be on the head of Yosef, 
on the brow of the prince among his brothers. 
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BLESSING 
Numbers 6:24-26 

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

Numbers 6:27 “In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Isra’el, so that I will 
Bless them.” 
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