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Parashah Vayechi | “He Lived” | ויחי 
Week 12 

KNOW WHO YOU ARE AND WHAT YOU STAND FOR  
The verse that stands out for me this week is: 

Genesis 48:9 (b) And he said, “Bring them to me, please, that I may bless them”, the 
angel who has rescued me from all harm, bless these boys. 
Genesis 48:16 (b) May they remember who I am and what I stand for, and likewise my 
fathers Avraham and Yitz’chak, who they were and what they stood for. And may they 
grow into teeming multitudes on the earth.” 

Consider This … 
Jacob is able to bless with confidence because he knew that that he had been redeemed - 
the word used here is rescued.  

And if we think about it, it’s true … we get rescued from the consequences of sin and 
death. 

The Hebrew meaning of RESCUED: 
 

Strong’s 1350: ga-al • To redeem 
• To act as a kinsman-redeemer 
• To be part of the next of kin 
• To ransom
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And it’s the word redeem that is so interesting … think of it - the word means to ‘BUY 
BACK’ … we were once part of the Garden of Eden before we got thrown out. 

YHVH makes a plan for us to be bought back … 

For many people the idea of being reborn / bought back can only be associated with the 
works of Y’shua after the cross. 

What we understand here, is that this principle has been operating all of the time … even 
though we cannot explain how. 

In fact, we find this same word and the same meaning in the description of the deliverance 
from Egypt. 

Exodus 6:6-7 “Therefore, say to the people of Isra’el: ‘I am ADONAI. I will free you from 
the forced labor of the Egyptians, rescue you from their oppression, and redeem you with 
an outstretched Arm and with great judgments. I will take you as My people, and I will be 
your God. Then you will know that I am ADONAI, 

And again in the story of Ruth … we find the same principle of being rescued / redeemed. 
Only this time an adopted daughter who has shown allegiance to YHVH, is redeemed. 

Ruth 3:12-13 “Now, it is true that I am a redeeming kinsman; but there is a redeemer 
who is a closer relative than I am. Stay tonight. If, in the morning, he will redeem you, fine! 
- let him redeem you. But if he doesn’t want to redeem you, then, as ADONAI lives, I will 
redeem you. Now, lie down until morning.” 

And yet again in the story of Job. 

Job 19:25 “But I know that my Redeemer lives, that in the end He will rise on the dust; 

And David, writing after all of his troubles and in an effort to describe his position in YHVH 
… as a friend of YHVH, even though he had done some awful things. 

Psalm 78:35 “ .. remembering that God was their Rock, El ‘Elyon their Redeemer.” 

Psalm 19:25 “May the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart be acceptable in 
Your presence, ADONAI, my Rock and Redeemer.”  

In all of these cases we see that the person involved, knows with absolute certainty that 
they have been redeemed. 

In fact it’s clearly a major factor in the belief system of the individuals mentioned. 
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There’s another variation of this concept of redemption / ransoming. 
And it set out for us in the context of “shemitah and Jubilee”.  
An example to look at is this one. The property of a Levite who had to sell his house 
due to financial constraints WILL be returned to him at the end of the Jubilee.   

Leviticus 25:33 “If someone purchases a house from one of the L’vi’im, then the house he 
sold in the city where he owns property will still revert to him in the yovel; because the 
houses in the cities of the L’vi’im are their tribe’s possession among the people of Isra’el.” 

We started off by looking at the blessing that Jacob wanted to place on the two sons of 
Joseph. 

He says in Genesis 48:15 and 16: (paraphrase) “Because I am redeemed I can express 
the blessing that the descendants of Ephraim and Manasseh will know who I am and 
what I stand for – and that they will know that both Abraham and Isaac stood for these 
same principles as well.”  

But history shows us that the 10 Tribes of Israel that are under the leadership of Ephraim, 
in fact, deviate from YHVH’s Pathway … so much so, that they are taken into captivity, 
never to return. 
  
Hosea describes this process as a divorce proceeding. 

And goes on to say that they will be grafted back into the Covenant. 

Y’shua’s death frees up those who are lost, as well as those who never formed part of the 
Covenant, to be grafted in, and His Resurrection then allows those same adopted sons / 
daughters of Abraham to become the Bride again.  

Married people who have drifted apart need to reconcile again. 
Divorced people have to remarry to be joined together again.  

Interestingly, Jacob speaks about an angel … Strong’s H 4397 ”ma’lak” meaning or the 
sent one /the ambassador – could it be that he saw / met with Y’shua? 

 AND, he wants his descendants to proclaim / to call unto YHVH like he did.  
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WHAT MUST WE THINK ABOUT THIS WEEK? 

1. How regularly do you bless your children? 
2. Do you make prophetic declarations over the next generation? 
3. Do you walk with a limp … is there some evidence of an encounter that will 

remind you daily that you have been redeemed - if so, how do you reveal that 
renewed mindset in this broken world? 
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A FINAL THOUGHT 

The rabbi’s say: God uses the words of a father to fashioned a key that opens the door to 
a child’s destiny.  

Is this blessing of Jacob - spoken over Joseph’s sons … the key that opened the 
doorway for the cries of the children of Israel to reach up to YHVH after all of those years 
of slavery? 
 

BLESSING 
Numbers 6:24-27 

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

Numbers 6:27 “In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Isra’el, so that I will 
Bless them.” 
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