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Parashah Bo | “Go” | בו 
Week 15 

ARE YOU REVEALING SPIRITUAL ‘hametz’?  
The verse that stands out for me this week is: 

Exodus 12:14-15 “This will be a day for you to remember and celebrate as a festival to 
ADONAI; from generation to generation you are to celebrate it by a perpetual regulation. 
For seven days you are to eat matzah - on the first day remove the leaven from your 
houses. For whoever eats hametz (leavened bread) from the first to the seventh day is to 
be cut off from Isra’el.” 

Exodus 13:1 (a) “ADONAI said to Moshe, Set aside for Me all the firstborn.” 

Consider This … 

There is a clear instruction not to eat leaven. 

We know from the words of Paul that we have to transform this action of physically not 
eating leaven, into a spiritual equivalent. 

The question will be … how and what is it that we should do? 

1 Corinthians 15:46 “But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the 
spiritual.”  

a. Leaven in the natural does two things: 

- it ferments and  
- it puffs up 
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It’s that aspect of the leaven that we need to study. 

b. We see Y’shua speaking to the people where He warns them about the teaching of 
the leadership of the day (the Pharisees and the Sadducees) … here He makes it 
clear – it’s not about bread!! 

It’s about the influence of false teaching, or the reliance on man’s traditions as rituals, 
about rules and regulations that are based on man’s own opinion. 
Works which have no value and which are not required of us.  

Matthew 16:8-12 But Yeshua, aware of this, said, “Such little trust you have! Why are you 
talking with each other about not having bread? Don’t you understand yet? Don’t you 
remember the five loaves of the five thousand and how many baskets you filled? Or the 
seven loaves of the four thousand and how many baskets you filled? How can you 
possibly think I was talking to you about bread? Guard yourselves from the hametz 
of the P’rushim and Tz’dukim!” Then they understood - they were to guard 
themselves not from yeast for bread but from the teaching of the P’rushim and 
Tz’dukim.” 
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In Mark 8:15 - where this same incident is discussed, the author includes king Herold. 

Mark 8:15 “So when Yeshua said to them, "Watch out! Guard yourselves from the hametz 
of the P'rushim and the hametz of Herod,"  

Think about the discussions Yeshua has with them, things that they believe to be of vital 
importance i.e. such as washing your hands!!! 

Mark 7:4 “Also, when they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they have 
rinsed their hands up to the wrist; and they adhere to many other traditions, such as 
washing cups, pots and bronze vessels.)” 

c. Y’shua teaches about the danger of leaven. 

The capacity to puff itself up, and its capacity to affect every little part of the bread. 

What is He saying? 

That false teaching / misinterpretation of the Word can come in small bite sizes. 

You will find today as you listen to people preaching, that often 90-95% of the Word 
taught is truth, with only 5% added that is not. 
The confusion and the number of debates about very small points in the Bible, speaks 
to the fleshly desire of man to influence others.   

Galatians 5:9 “It takes only a little hametz to leaven the whole batch of dough.” 

d. The Feast of Shavout 

In the Book of Leviticus the offering that gets made during this Feast celebration is a First 
Fruits offering of the wheat harvest. 
In this case two loaves, with Leaven, are offered. 

Does this make leaven acceptable?  

The offering speak of man’s harvest that he brings.  

However, together with the bread, we find a sacrifice of animals  - i.e. a blood covering 
of the leaven. 
Man, in our current state today, although adopted into the Covenant as children of 
Abraham, is still not pure and holy.  
Our offering at this Feast, acknowledges that we still need the “covering” of the work of 
MESSIAH to purify ourselves.  
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Leviticus 23:16-17 “…until the day after the seventh week; you are to count fifty days; and 
then you are to present a new grain offering to ADONAI. You must bring bread from your 
homes for waving - two loaves made with one gallon of fine flour, baked with leaven - as 
firstfruits for ADONAI.” 

e. Paul tells us exactly what the leaven is in our lives …  

It is the works of the old-man / the self / the ego and any vestige of our old nature 
which gets mixed into the thinking patterns of a community of believers that has the 
potential and the power to corrupt. 

Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know the saying: 
- “It takes only a little hametz to leaven a whole batch of dough?”  
- “Get rid of the old hametz, so that you can be a new batch of dough, because in 

reality you are unleavened. For our Pesach Lamb, the Messiah, has been 
sacrificed.” 

- “So let us celebrate the Seder, not with leftover hametz, the hametz of wickedness 
and evil, but with the matzah of purity and truth.” 
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WHY LOOK FOR LEAVEN IN THE HOUSE? 

The Old Testament is teaching us, that a house = a home = a family. 
Leaven is spread by the way we act and speak and react to others. 
Our actions influence others -  everyone who will watch you operate  
Whatever influence you have had while growing up … which is not GODLY, will 
produce leaven in the next generation.  

WHAT WE SHOULD TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK? 

1. What actions / words / body language have you used this week which is 
influencing others negatively?  

2. How would you go about dealing with this leaven? 
3. What positive actions / words / body language have you used to change the 

opinions of others within the Body of Messiah?  
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A FINAL THOUGHT 

Burning the leaven may seem a simple little exercise, but the image left behind is one 
of utter destruction.  

YHVH wants you to utterly destroy the attitudes of self / ego / old-man that can 
influence others to step out in the wrong direction. 

  
Why not try replacing that with the Fruit of the Holy Spirit ? 
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BLESSING 
Numbers 6:24-27 

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

Numbers 6:27 “In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Isra’el, so that I will 
Bless them.” 

Page �  of �7 7


