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Parashah Beshalach | “when he sent away” | בשלח 
Week 16 

YHVH GOES BEFORE YOU INTO BATTLE 
  
The verse that stands out for me this week is: 

Exodus 13:17 “After Pharaoh had let the people go, GOD did not guide them to the 
highway that goes through the land of the P’lishtim, because it was close by - GOD 
thought that the people, upon seeing war, might change their minds and return to Egypt. 

Exodus 13:18 “Rather, GOD led the people by a roundabout route, through the desert by 
the Sea of Suf. The people of Isra’el went up from the land of Egypt fully armed.”  

Exodus 13:19 “Moshe took the bones of Yosef with him, for Yosef had made the people of 
Isra’el swear an oath when he said, “God will certainly remember you; and you are to 
carry my bones up with you, away from here.” 

Wow, quite interesting don’t you think?
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Consider This … 

Warfare is not to be glorified … the loss of lives / the pain / the aftermath of emotional 
stress is too horrific to contemplate. 
  
The Bible is clear, we should always seek peace BEFORE we accept the ultimate end of 
bloodshed. 

War can be justified. 
The sword, they say, comes when there is perversion of justice, or when justice is 
delayed.  

But, are these people ready for this? 

The people, who were slaves a few days ago, leave “fully armed”. 

The Hebrew word used here is Strong’s H2571 “Kha-mush” and carries the following 
meanings: 

- To be armed 
- To be harnessed 
- To be able-bodied 
- To be arranged in ranks of five (5) 

ARE THEY AN ARMY? 

So it seems ..  the children of Israel did not only take gold, and other fine valuables, but 
somewhere along the line, they also picked up a spear or a sword or two.  

Weapons and shields do not make a soldier! 

A group of men without training do not make an army … that’s why we have something 
called a boot camp. 
A trained group of men without a strategy is merely a sitting duck. 
The Israelites had been slaves for years. 
There was no idea / concept of team work and how to rely on other people in the group   
to work together on a master plan. 
They have a uniform and weapons - but are untrained warriors.  

Paul in Ephesians tell us that we must put on the full armour - and this is true. 

But what if the soldier is: 

still a slave,  
still untrained,  
still too weak to stand? 
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Ephesians 6.11 “Use all the armor and weaponry that God provides, so that you will 
be able to stand against the deceptive tactics of the Adversary.”  

Ephesians 6:13 “So take up every piece of war equipment God provides; so that when 
the evil day comes, you will be able to resist; and when the battle is won, you will still be 
standing.” 

Are we really so different to those first generation slaves that became free men? 

(a) They were not battle-fit to face the Philistines. 

Later we will see how fearsome these people are. They will war against successive kings /
judges i.e. Saul, David, Samson – and will be highly successful. 

A group of slaves, physically free, but mentally stuck in their past, are no match for this 
army now. 

Exodus 13:17(b) “ … The people might change their minds when they see war (that is, 
that there will be war), and return to Egypt.” 
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(b) They were not mentally renewed to accept their new status.   

A short while later they stand at the waters edge of the Reed sea. They are in a tight spot 
with nowhere to go, in front of them, the sea, and behind them, Pharaoh’s army. 

There are 600,000 armed men, against 600 chariots (which can carry about 2-3 people) 
Yet they fear and tremble. 

Exodus 14:10-11 “As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up and saw the 
Egyptians marching after them, and they were very frightened; so the Israelites cried out 
to the Lord. Then they said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you 
have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What is this that you have done to us by 
bringing us out of Egypt?”  

(c) They are not accustomed to the concept of Time and Space. 

The shortest journey is not always the best. 

Today we want to have quick fix prayers, instant miracles, and faith without loving 
obedience. 
  
The Israelites had still to learn what it meant to trust YHVH. 

Romans 13:12 “The night is almost over, the day is almost here. So let us put aside the 
deeds of darkness and arm ourselves with the weapons of light.” 

BUT YHVH KNOWS BETTER … 

YHVH thought that they could change their minds. 
Is this only a matter of mind / soul? 
Or is there something else to think about here? 

The Hebrew word translated as “change” is Strong’s H5162 ”na-kham” and contains the 
following meanings: 

- To pant  
- To groan / console oneself / to be comforted 

In this particular verse we see that the word is more about the compassion of YHVH (and 
He understands their situation), and does not want them to be embarrassed or put down 
by their lack of skills. 

Psalm 135:14 “For ADONAI will vindicate His people, He will take pity on His servants. 

- To lament / grieve 
- To pity / regret 
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Psalm 90:13 “Return, ADONAI! How long must it go on? Take pity on Your servants!” 

YHVH has said that He will deliver the children of Israel. 

"  

They are not capable of standing up as soldiers, even if they are in uniform, have swords, 
and are walking 5 abreast down the road. 

In order to cover their lack / their shortfalls, He takes them down another road. 

Numbers 23:19 “God is not a human who lies or a mortal who changes His Mind. When 
He says something, He will do it; when He makes a promise, He will fulfill it.” 

WHAT WE SHOULD TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK? 

1. Warfare is primarily about the strength of your mind … have you renewed your 
mind … are your thoughts in line with the position of a son / daughter of 
Abraham? 

2. Have you decided what position you are called to take up in the army of YHVH … 
have you carefully selected the weapons that suit that task? 

3. Have you build up your family relationships so that you have a power base from 
which to go to war … are all doors to internal conflict closed off? 
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A FINAL THOUGHT 

We should think about the promise that Moses keeps when he takes the bones of 
Joseph with him. 

Joseph had fulfilled his calling in a foreign land. 
He had done that which YHVH had asked of him. 
Yet, he is clear … “I don’t want my bones left here.” 

In that statement he says two things: 

i) I don’t want to be left alone,  
ii) I don’t want to be left on the other side of space and time … he knew that the promises 

and the victory would be in the Land of Promise.  

Why was Joseph so adamant that His bones be carried out of  Egypt? 

There is an important pattern in the Word: one’s burial is a testimony to the living of one’s 
hope in the future resurrection. 

Jacob and Joseph both request that they be buried in the Land promised to them by God 
Himself in anticipation of the future resurrection implied in this request.  

And Joseph even anticipates the Exodus promised to Abraham (Genesis 15:13–14), for 
he requests that his bones be carried with his descendants when they leave Egypt 
(Genesis 50:24ff).  

In the face of death, Jacob and Joseph display an unwavering faith in God’s promises! 

The oath to Joseph means his family cannot forget who they are, his deathbed request 
becomes the key to unlock the Exodus promise.  

Rather than considering the present timeframe, he looked ahead.  Joseph was willing to 
wait for his future resting place in his belief that his people would leave Egypt. Therefore, 
carrying his bones was not only the fulfilment of a personal promise, it was also a fulfilment 
of God’s promise.  

Ezekiel’s vision of the bones (Ezekiel 37) 

In that vision, Ezekiel sees a valley of dry bones, but Ezekiel calls for the bones to become 
covered with flesh and spirit and become alive again. Here, too, the bones carry the 
covenantal hope for the future, one that is essential for the continued life of the people.  

Thus, while God makes sure that the Exodus happens, and that the 
Israelites leave Egypt, Moses takes the most significant step he could, 
by redeeming Joseph’s bones.
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A prophetic word pointing to our Messiah 

Micah 5:4 “He will stand and feed His flock in the strength of ADONAI, in the majesty of 
the Name of ADONAI His God; and they will stay put, as He grows great to the very ends 
of the earth; and this will be peace.” 
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BLESSING 
Numbers 6:24-27 

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

Numbers 6:27 “In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Isra’el, so that I will 
Bless them.” 
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