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Parashah Mishpatim | “Judgments” | משפטים 
Week 18 

A GOOD CHARACTER IS PRICELESS  
The verse that stands out for me this week is: 

Exodus 23:1-3 “You are not to repeat false rumors; do not join hands with the wicked by 
offering perjured testimony. Do not follow the crowd when it does what is wrong; and 
don’t allow the popular view to sway you into offering testimony for any cause if the 
effect will be to pervert justice. On the other hand, don’t favor a person’s lawsuit simply 
because he is poor.” 

Consider This … 

False news  
Lies and deception 
Underhanded deals 
All based on the foundation of silence,  

These are the order of the day  … from political and church leaders all the way down to the 
man in the street. 

We have the dubious privilege of watching some of the parliamentary committees working 
on direct TV. 

We watch as leaders, who are supposed to be serving the people, are caught with direct 
lies and deceit. 
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FALSE WORDS 

The Hebrew meaning of “false” is Strong’s H 7723 and carries the following meaning: 

• Emptiness 
• Nothingness / vanity  
• Worthlessness  
• Empty speech 

Psalm 139:20 “They invoke Your Name for their crafty schemes; yes, Your enemies 
misuse it.” 

They all tell lies to each other, flattering with their lips, but speaking from divided hearts.  

Psalm 41:7-8 “When they come to see me they speak insincerely, their hearts 
meanwhile gathering falsehoods; then they go out and spread bad reports. All who hate 
me whisper together against me, imagining the worst about me.” 

The Body of Messiah knows this Commandment. 

BUT!!! The fact that we do not take it seriously, is of great concern. 

While we may be critical about false words over other brothers and sisters, there are two 
areas that I feel need to be raised. 

i)  False witnessing about the Bible 

- We are seeing greater and greater degrees of false teachings being distributed on a 
daily basis.  

- We see and hear of all kinds of anti-Covenant messages, of supernatural 
manifestations and ministries, but with little or no foundation of the Covenant. 

  
YHVH hates all things that are the opposite of Truth …  

little lies,  
big lies,  
small mixing of the Word and  
huge mixing of the Word 

ii) False messaging about Israel and the Jewish people 

All of the lies that are spread in propaganda (false accusations, militant demonstrations 
based on a political ideology, and so forth), are all things that fall into this category of 
deeds that YHVH hates. 

 And YHVH will judge this. 
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Deuteronomy 32:10 “He found His people in desert country, in a howling, wasted 
wilderness. He protected him and cared for him, guarded him like the pupil of His Eye,”  

Psalm 17:8 “Protect me like the pupil of Your Eye, hide me in the Shadow of Your wings.” 

THE MENTALITY OF THE MASSES 

We have come to think that democracy is great. 

And it is better than dictatorship / or the Monarchy, I suppose. 

We are born to be individuals that make freedom of choice decisions that either fall 
within the boundary of the Covenant or fall into the world system. 
We have been given intelligence, common sense and a measure of ability to soar 
above circumstances. 

Psalm 119:12-16 “Blessed are You, ADONAI! Teach me Your Laws. I proclaim with my 
mouth all the rulings You have spoken. I rejoice in the way of Your Instruction more than in 
any kind of wealth. I will meditate on Your precepts and keep my eyes on Your Ways. I will 
find my delight in Your Regulations. I will not forget Your Word.” 

How is it then that we are swept up in the emotions of the crowd and 
are then unable to make any rational decision of our own? 
Why are we scared of the masses? 
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We are, in fact, prepared to give up: 
  

our uniqueness,  
our set apartness,  
our individuality. 

….  in order to be accepted. 

But acceptance means that we drop down to the average and often the weakest average.  

If we side with ”na-ta”, we are turning aside from our God-given purpose … we are 
rejecting our potential. 

The Hebrew meaning of “na-ta” is Strong’s 5186 and carries the following meaning: 

• to stretch or spread out;  
• by implication, to bend away (including moral deflection);  

Psalm 17:11-12 “they track me down, they surround me; they watch for a chance to bring 
me to the ground. They are like lions eager to tear the prey, like young lions crouching in 
ambush.” 

If we side with the masses - we are bowing down to worship at the idol of human ego and 
passion. 

Proverbs 18:5 “It is not good to be partial to the guilty and thus deprive the innocent of 
justice.”  

Proverbs 18:6-8 “A fool’s words get him into fights; yes, his mouth calls out for a beating. 
A fool’s mouth is his ruin; his words are a trap for him. A slanderer’s words are tasty 
morsels; they slide right down into the belly.” 

All throughout the Bible, the masses get it wrong i.e. 10 spies vs 2 spies …  

Who was correct all of the time? 

MANY 

The Hebrew meaning of “many” is Strong’s 7227 ‘rav’ and carries the following meaning: 

• being abundantly wicked / wrong 

In the Sodom story, Lot allows the masses to pull him down to their level - he allowed 
them to dictate to him … although he knows better and tasted the blessings of YHVH.  
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Let’s look at three examples where the masses influence a few or other individuals: 

Example 1 : All of the people chose to do wicked things 

Genesis: 6:5-6 “ADONAI saw that the people on earth were very wicked, that all the 
imaginings of their hearts were always of evil only. ADONAI regretted that He had made 
humankind on the earth; it grieved His Heart.” 

Example 2 : Many wicked deeds done over a period of time 

Genesis 18:20-21 “ADONAI said, “The outcry against S’dom and ‘Amora is so great and 
their sin so serious that I will now go down and see whether their deeds warrant the 
outcry that has reached Me; if not, I will know.” 

Example 3 : Esau comes to greet Jacob with 400 soldiers 

Genesis 33:1 “Ya‘akov raised his eyes and looked out; and there was ‘Esav coming, and 
four hundred men with him.” 

WHAT WE SHOULD TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK? 

1. What do we need to do and what attributes and character traits must we develop 
in order to stand on our own two feet in times of mass hysteria? 

2. What must we do to identify false news and to stop spreading it further? 
3. How do I role-model the attribute of justice and compassion if these are 

prominent in my life? (The result will be that false words / teaching / and group 
mentality will not come near those whom I lead.)  
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We are set apart. But do we behave as if we are?



A FINAL THOUGHT 

This verse says it all: 

Job 33:3 “I will say exactly what is on my mind; what my lips know, they will speak 
sincerely.” 

 

BLESSING 
Numbers 6:24-27 

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

Numbers 6:27 “In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Isra’el, so that I will 
Bless them.” 
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