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Parashah Tzav | ּפָָרשָׁה, | “Command”
Week 25
This week’s portion comes from Leviticus 6:1 - 8:36; Jeremiah 7:21 - 8:3; and Mark
12:28-34; Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 10:14-23.

SUMMARY
Moses goes over a number of Commandments, introducing these from the viewpoint of
the Priests.
He ends off the portion with a description of the eight-day process by which the Priests
are officially inaugurated.

TRANSITION FROM AARON TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK
We start off this week’s portion with a “Command”.
Leviticus 6:8 (a) The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Command Aaron and his sons,
saying ….”
The portion then covers the same set of sacrifices described previously, only this time from
the point of view of the role of the priests. Later on in this portion we read of the
inauguration of the priesthood.
It is important to look and learn exactly ‘HOW’ this process works. We should not become
fixated on the order of the LEVITES.
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This is a temporary order which will be replaced by the Order of Melchizedek.
Unfortunately, the Bible speaks very little about this order and it's only when we study the
words of Paul and John that we get a glimpse of this order within the Living Stone
Tabernacle. If we remain focused on this wilderness Tabernacle and that priestly order,
then we will miss the opportunity to transform into the spiritual dimension envisaged by
Paul and others.
It is important to step back in time where we can see the pattern and the purpose of
the priesthood. It is from this understanding that we can form a vision of the future
role of a priest in the building of the current Tabernacle.
1. Principle of First
Exodus 13:2 “Consecrate to Me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb
among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is Mine.”
When the children of Israel leave Egypt, GOD (YHVH) instructs them that the firstborn of
every family will serve in the Tabernacle. GOD (YHVH)’s plan was that every family
would be directly involved in the worship and service of the Tabernacle.
Not only are we all equal before GOD (YHVH), but the original plan was designed to
ensure that each family was very strongly connected to the Worship of GOD (YHVH).
Think about it this way … if we have entered the Land, cleansed it, and built GOD
(YHVH)’s House, then each family conceptually has intimacy with GOD (YHVH) in the
same manner as ADAM and EVE.
If only man will lift up his eyes from the physical reality, and open his eyes to the spiritual
realm, then he will be able to take hold of GOD (YHVH)’s Vision.
The order is still GOD (YHVH)’s plan … nothing has changed. Consider this: the Levites
are chosen, not because they are special, but because they answer GOD (YHVH)’s Call
to stand by His side.
Numbers 3:11-13 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Behold, I have taken the
Levites from among the people of Israel instead of every firstborn who opens the womb
among the people of Israel. The Levites shall be Mine, for all the firstborn are Mine. On
the day that I struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, I consecrated for My Own
all the firstborn in Israel, both of man and of beast. They shall be Mine: I am the LORD.”
However … at Mount Sinai, the people fall into sin with the Golden Calf episode and they
relinquish this calling for a time.
An adjustment is needed ‘for a time’
The tribe of Levi steps up to the plate and accordingly, are placed into the role of priests
while the earthly Tabernacle exists. Some people will argue that the order of Levi was
unique to the one family and would forever be passed on down in the family line. The
fact remains that there is enough evidence to show that Aaron and his family were just as
human as anyone else.
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The promise of sonship in GOD (YHVH)’s Kingdom is NOT based on birthright, but on a
defining moment when every individual cries out to GOD (YHVH) FOR DELIVERANCE.
Children of Abraham who did not keep Passover and who did not paint the blood of the
lamb on the doorposts, did not enter the Land.
Children of Israel that walked through the Reed Sea, came to Mount Sinai, but did not say
“we will do”, did not become part of the Covenant people.
At the same time 400,000 others (Egyptians and other nations) joined with the people of
Israel and were integrated immediately (those who try to blame all of the sins and
problems on these “grafted in” people and try to pretend that the people of the twelve
tribes are unique and unblemished, fail to see and hear GOD (YHVH)’s Heart).
Zechariah 8:23 Thus says the LORD of hosts: In those days ten men from the nations of
every tongue shall take hold of the robe of a Jew, saying, ‘Let us go with you, for we have
heard that God is with you.’
Here are two examples where this family (Aaron) fails to set a Godly standard:
His two sons bring down the wrath of GOD (YHVH) and die.
He fails to prevent the making of, and in fact takes part, in the making of the Golden
Calf.

Human beings are just not prefect. The order of Levite would be man’s best
endeavours, but GOD (YHVH)’s plan is for a perfect solution. It is not to say that Aaron
and company did not try to do a good job … the fact is, we need a High Priest that is
ALWAYS Pure and Holy.
And this is the only reason for the transition from one order to another.
When will this be?
The prophet Jeremiah has something to say about this time; and prophetically, we
understand this to be the time when the restoration of the Covenant is set in motion.
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The coming of Y’shua was that moment!
Jeremiah 31:27-34 “Here, the days are coming,” says ADONAI, “when I will sow the
house of Isra’el and the house of Y’hudah with the seed of humans and the seed of
animals. At that time, just as I used to watch over them with the intent to uproot, break
down, overthrow, destroy and do harm; so then I will watch over them to build and plant,”
says ADONAI. When those days come they will no longer say,
‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’
Rather, each will die for his own sin; every one who eats sour grapes, his own
teeth will be set on edge.
30“Here,

the days are coming,” says ADONAI, “when I will make a New Covenant with the
house of Isra’el and with the house of Y’hudah. It will not be like the Covenant I made with
their fathers on the day I took them by their hand and brought them out of the land of
Egypt; because they, for their part, violated My Covenant, even though I, for My part, was
a husband to them,” says ADONAI. “For this is the Covenant I will make with the house of
Isra’el after those days,” says ADONAI: “I will put My Torah within them and write it on
their hearts; I will be their God, and they will be My people. No longer will any of them
teach his fellow community member or his brother, ‘Know ADONAI’; for all will know Me,
from the least of them to the greatest; because I will forgive their wickedness and
remember their sins no more.”

THERE IS A NEW ORDER
When the restoration of the House of Judah / Israel has been released, a new Order - that
of Melchizedek, will begin operating AGAIN.
Remember, the Order of Melchizedek was in place long BEFORE the Levites were
introduced. We see the story of Abraham on his way home after he had defeated the
kings that had taken his family member, Lot, captive.
Abraham meets with Melchizedek, the Heavenly Order, and immediately afterwards
the representative of this world’s order (a son of satan) comes to make a deal with
Abraham.
Genesis 14:18-22 Malki-tzedek king of Shalem brought out bread and wine. He was
cohen of El ‘Elyon [God Most High], so he blessed him with these words:
“Blessed be Avram by El ‘Elyon,
Maker of Heaven of earth;
and blessed be El ‘Elyon,
who handed your enemies over to you.”
Avram gave him a tenth of everything. 21The king of S’dom said to Avram, “Give me the
people, and keep the goods for yourself.” 22But Avram answered the king of S’dom, “I
have raised my hand in an oath to ADONAI, El ‘Elyon, Maker of Heaven and earth,
And this priesthood (Melchizedek) will last forever! We see in the End-Time pictures
where this King / Priest returns to collect His Bride.
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Hebrews 5:5-6 So neither did the Messiah glorify Himself to become Cohen Gadol; rather,
it was the One who said to Him, “You are My Son; today I have become your Father.
6“Also, as He says in another place, “You are a Cohen forever, to be compared with
Malki-Tzedek.”
A PRIEST who serves in the Heavenly Tabernacle that was sanctified by His [Y’SHUA’s]
Blood in contrast to the sanctification done by Moses (Leviticus 8:10-11 and
Leviticus 8:30).
A perfect Tabernacle … a perfect Priest!!!
Hebrews 8:1-2 “Here is the whole point of what we have been saying: we do have just
such a Cohen Gadol as has been described. And He does sit at the Right Hand of
Hag’dulah in Heaven. There He serves in the Holy Place, that is, in the true Tent of
Meeting, the one erected not by human beings but by ADONAI.”
Hebrews 9:11-15 “But when the Messiah appeared as Cohen Gadol of the good things
that are happening already, then, through the greater and more perfect Tent which is
not man-made (that is, it is not of this created world), He entered the Holiest Place
once and for all.
And He entered not by means of the blood of goats and calves, but by means of His Own
Blood, thus setting people free forever. For if sprinkling ceremonially unclean persons with
the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer restores their outward purity; then
how much more the Blood of the Messiah, who, through the Eternal Spirit, offered Himself
to God as a sacrifice without blemish, will purify our conscience from works that lead to
death, so that we can serve the Living God! 15 “It is because of this death that He is
Mediator of a new Covenant. Because a death has occurred which sets people free from
the transgressions committed under the first Covenant, those who have been called may
receive the promised eternal inheritance.”
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It seems to me that there are 3 major ingredients needed to enter
this priestly role.
1. Characteristics of a Priest
You may be blessed with these already, or else you can develop these attributes over time.
These are a set of values and beliefs that can be cultivated by a willing heart and by
following the examples of Godly role models and for that reason I do not expand too much
on these points.
(a)

The willingness and the ability to identify false idols / pagan gods and to realise the
significance of their influence over the people.

(b)

The willingness to serve and plead for the people under all circumstances even to
their own detriment

(c)

The willingness and dedication to stand for the truth at all times; importantly, to
teach this truth, not through empty words, but through the action of role modelling
the Attributes of God (YHVH).

2.

The keeping the Fire burning all night long

We read a powerful verse, that most times we just skip right over. It seems to be an
everyday ordinary job … almost something that should be delegated.
Almost everyone starts at the very bottom of the ladder in any field e.g. sport, work or
business. With hard work and diligence, people are promoted up the system; that
promotion is recognition for the effort but at the same time, creates a pyramid system of
holes and power. Almost without exception, a distinction is made between the work that we
do and the work that others must do. In the corporate business world, the CEO does
important things; which does not include jobs such as cleaning the office or making tea.
However, THIS job description says something very different. Although the Priest has
important things to do in the service of the Tabernacle, he remains responsible for this very
menial job i.e. getting wood, watching the fire all the time and keeping the flames burning.
Lev 6.12-13 In this way, the fire on the altar will be kept burning and not be allowed to go
out. Each morning, the cohen is to kindle wood on it, arrange the burnt offering and make
the fat of the peace offerings go up in smoke. Fire is to be kept burning on the altar
continually; it is not to go out.

**NUGGET** It appears to me that this is possibly the biggest test of the priesthood;
the willingness to accept the responsibility and anointing for the calling of priest,
YET remain humble enough to perform the most menial of functions.
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It behoves us to study this set of verses carefully, as it seems an
important foundation stone in defining my ability to be a priest worthy
of the calling.

THE FIRE MUST BURN … IT MUST NOT GO OUT
Let us take look at some of these individual words - and as we better understand them, we
may get direction in ‘HOW’ we are to live them.
1. The first word that stands out is = fire (Hebrew strong’s 0784 “esh”)
“êsh, aysh; a primitive word; fire (literally or figuratively):—burning, fiery, fire, flaming,
hot.” with the meanings;
fire / flames
supernatural fire
altar-fire
Critically we always need to remember that this specific fire is started by GOD (YHVH) …It
is supernatural, the calling therefore says; do not let that which GOD (YHVH) started, go
out. Man must keep it going by making sure that wood is always available ➜ more about
that later.
Where do we find another example of the God (YHVH)-given fire? Recall the description of
the Covenant that is cut between God (YHVH) and Abraham (Genesis 15:5-6)
In this case we can identify two important principles;
When this fire burns we are standing in God (YHVH)’s PRESENCE.
When this fire burns, we are benefiting from the BLESSING that are associated with
the Covenant.
WHAT should our actions be?
A life of connectedness / loving our neighbour.
A life of prayer / intercession.
A walk of intimacy with God (YHVH).
(Luke 24:30-32)
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2. The second word that stands out is = burning (Hebrew Strong’s 3344 / 11920
(a) “yâqad” a primitive root; to burn: (be) burn(-ing), × from the hearth, kindle”
(b) to burn, kindle, be kindled
(c) Qal means to be kindled … Hophal means to burn, be burning.
This word IS UNCOMMON and seems to convey the concept of “intensity” … something
that lasts / endures that cannot be put out.
Ezekiel 1:13-14 “As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like
burning coals of fire, like the appearance of torches moving to and fro among the living
creatures. And the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning. And the living
creatures darted to and fro, like the appearance of a flash of lightning.
The spiritual equivalent of that is the declaration that we must be careful not to QUENCH
THE HOLY SPIRIT.
1 Thessalonians 5:19 “Do not quench the Spirit.”

So what sort of actions QUENCH the Holy Spirit?
A lack of DISCERNMENT
A lack of JOY
A lack of FIRE, or better described, a life of COMPROMISE e.g. being LUKEWARM!!!!
What actions should we reveal???
Thinking of others
Walking in love
Watching what we say
James 3:5-6 So too the tongue is a tiny part of the body, yet it boasts great things. See
how a little fire sets a whole forest ablaze! Yes, the tongue is a fire, a world of wickedness.
The tongue is so placed in our body that it defiles every part of it, setting ablaze the whole
of our life; and it is set on fire by Gei-Hinnom itself.
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3. The third word that we look at is = wood (Hebrew Strong’s 6086)
“ates; from H6095; a tree (from its firmness); hence, wood (plural sticks): carpenter,
gallows, helve, pine, plank, staff, stalk, stick, stock, timber, tree, wood” with some of
these meanings;
(a) tree, timber, stock, plank, stalk, stick, gallows
(b) wood, pieces of wood, gallows, firewood, cedar-wood, woody flax
Each day it seems, that we need to think about how we go about collecting wood.
Verses that point to wood, point to the tree (on which our Messiah died).
Galatians 3:13 The Messiah redeemed us from the curse pronounced in the Torah by
becoming cursed on our behalf; for the Tanakh says, “Everyone who hangs from a stake
comes under a curse.”
Paul also tells us that the very moment that we throw wood on the fire, we can expect to
see the viper come out (collecting wood seems to be a very low paid menial job … has
high risk to it.
As we lay down our lives, as we handle tribulations, as we walk in obedience to God
(YHVH) ’s Will for our lives, we are holding onto the WOOD / TREE .
Acts 28:3-5 Sha’ul had gathered a bundle of sticks and was adding them to the fire, when
a poisonous snake, driven out by the heat, fastened itself to his hand. The islanders saw
the creature hanging from Sha’ul’s hand and said to one another, “This man must be a
murderer. Even though he escaped the sea, justice has not allowed him to live.” But he
shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no harm.

There are a number of others words that you can study in your own time. Have look at
Altar (4196), Put out (3518), continuously (8548). As your understanding develops, you
will realise that the calling to be a priest requires dedication and a pursuit of justice,
humility and compassion.
**NUGGET** Why do we need to keep the fire burning all of the time? … SO THAT
WE CAN MAKE AN OFFERING ANYTIME THAT WE NEED TO.

3. What are we to do to be empowered as a set-apart nation of Priests?
As we read through this portion, we can highlight a number of activities that will become
our daily routine. Although nothing about this is routine as we serve in the Living Stone
Tabernacle, the actions that are part of our lives are clearly defined.
We need to study these aspects so that we can ‘do’ … but we should always guard
against the possibility that we turn these actions in acts of legalism. We should be even
more careful not to build fences of tradition that do little to invite people to come closer to
God (YHVH).
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3.1 MIKVEH (WASHING)
We need to be renewed. This
process seeks to remove the ‘Impure”
and seeks to fill the void with a desire
to walk in holiness.
Y’shua speaks of us becoming
servants of the Most High GOD
(YHVH). Serving is seen by the world
as the lowest of functions, yet in GOD
(YHVH)’s Kingdom, this becomes the
entry point to the Tabernacle.
This renewing process comes by the continual flow of GOD (YHVH)’s Words and
Thoughts FLOWING OVER US ➜ a continual baptism. We can wash in the physical,
over and over again. As soon as we lie in the mud of this world, we need a new
washing.
Spiritual washing, however, may have to be repeated from time to time, but would
be focusing on your heart becoming circumcised.
Leviticus 8:6 “Moshe brought Aharon and his sons, washed them with water.”
We can “wash” in the Water of the WORD. We can use this time to search for Truth in the
WORD and we can listen to the Voice of the Holy Spirit.
There are those who will only listen at the very end of times - whose robes will be washed
in the Blood of the Lamb. (Revelation 7:9-14)
3.2 ANOINT YOUR HEAD WITH OIL
The verse that defines this action as a measurable indication of priesthood is;
Leviticus 8:12 “He poured some of the anointing oil on Aharon’s head and anointed him,
to consecrate him.”
We all need anointing.
The oil has the attributes of purifying the thoughts and plans of man. As the oil runs down
my face, so too will there be a transformation of my thinking pattern. No longer do I rely on
my own ideas, my own instinct, and so forth. But I choose rather to wait upon the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.
And it's here that I can learn to serve, or I can allow my ego-old man to rule, the trappings
of leadership have the unfortunate effect of swelling man own opinion of himself. Anointing
has become a symbol of being better, being of a different class or being elite.
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The world and church system uses this to distinguish the leadership from the people and is
often reflected in the understanding that “power” has been transferred.
The real function of anointing is to ensure that we are “clean / pure / holy”. The act of being
anointed causes us to realise how little we are, unless we submit fully to God (YHVH).
3.3 PUT ON THE PRIESTLY ROBES
Leviticus 8:13 “Moshe brought Aharon’s sons, clothed them with tunics, wrapped sashes
on them and put headgear on them, as ADONAI had ordered Moshe.”
The robes define a PRIESTLY calling. Without the robe he is a mere man, a member
of the tribe of Levi.
Garments define the position.
Garments, provided by God (YHVH) cover the deficiency of man.
With the robe, and a circumcised heart, we have a set-apart priest.
Today we can wear the robe of righteousness that is given to us by the Messiah
Himself.
3.4 BRING A WAVE OFFERING
Leviticus 8:27 “Then he put it all in Aharon’s hands and in the hands of his sons and
waved them as a wave offering before ADONAI.”
Every knee shall bow ➜ In the role of priest, this is more
serious. You see, if this is what you choose to say, then it means
that you are making a prophetic declaration: Watch what I do
as I only do whatever Y’shua does, and He only does what
the Father asks.
3.5 STAY IN HIS PRESENCE FOR SEVEN DAYS
Leviticus 8:35 “You are to remain at the entrance to the tent of
meeting day and night for seven days, thereby obeying what
ADONAI ordered done, so that you may not die. For this is what
I was ordered.”
Science has shown that whatever a man does in a pattern or a sequence for a number
of days - it sets the tone and the pattern forever!
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HAFTORAH
The Haftorah portion makes it clear to us that any act that is not directly in line with God
(YHVH) ’s Will AND which is not done with a pure heart, is WORTHLESS.
Two verses stand out that call us back to the MEETING at Mount Sinai.
(i)

We must walk the ENTIRE path that God (YHVH) Commands, we cannot pick and
choose … its all or nothing.

Jeremiah 7:23 Rather, what I did order them was this: ‘Pay attention to what I say. Then I
will be your God (YHVH), and you will be My People. In everything, live according to the
Way that I order you, so that things will go well for you.’
(ii)

We must understand that Wealth, Strength, and Wisdom are all ‘good’ things—but
they can NEVER take the place of knowing / listening / and following God fully.

Jeremiah 9:22 Here is what ADONAI says: “The wise man should not boast of his
wisdom, the powerful should not boast of his power, the wealthy should not boast of his
wealth; instead, let the boaster boast about this: that he understands and knows Me —
that I am ADONAI, practicing grace, justice and righteousness in the Land; for in these
things I take pleasure,” says ADONAI.

Men and women who Sh’ma (hear and
do) will be Priests in the Living
Tabernacle.
Will you do all that GOD (YHVH)
asks of you?
Leviticus 8:36 “Aharon and his sons
did all the things which ADONAI
ordered through Moshe.”
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Priestly Blessing
“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will
bless them.”
Numbers 6:24-27

Shalom!!
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