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Parashah Nasso | נשא | "Take up" 
Week 35 

This portion is taken from the book of Numbers 4:21-7:89; Judges 13:2-25 and John 
7:53 -8.11; Acts 21:7-32. 

SUMMARY  

We find a detailed counting of the last two families of the Levites with a detailed instruction 
as to the content of their ‘job description’ … Interesting!!!! 

The significant work is ➛ carrying parts of the Tabernacle. One would have thought 
that their work would be spiritual and far removed from the ordinary work that the 
others have to do in normal life. One wonders why the Body of Messiah / local 
fellowship (church) leadership makes their pastoral work so religious / holy 
compared to the averaged man employed in the business world. 

This in itself is noteworthy … think about the description of the Tabernacle 
described by Peter:  ‘We are Living Stones, with Y’shua as the Chief Cornerstone. If 
you are a “Levite-leader” today, then it means that your sole purpose in life is to 
“carry” or lift-up the Stones that you know or are called to look after.’ 

**NUGGET!** This in itself creates a very interesting image. The Body of Messiah 
(church) leadership MUST be UNDERNEATH the congregation, lifting them up and 
carrying them to the next stop.  

We also find some very different stories that do not seem to be connected at all: 

The story describes the action of the 
jealous / suspicious husband who 
believes that his wife has been unfaithful 
and the description of how to apply the 
test, which will verify if the wife is pure 
or not. 
We are given the details of how to 
keep the Nazarite vow. 
And finally, we are told in detail of the 
Commandment to speak the words of 
GOD (YHVH)’s Blessing over the 
people. 

AND we will see the story of the man, SAMSON. 
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THE JOURNEY TO MOVE FROM EMOTIONAL HURT TO KNOWING THE 
LOVE OF GOD 

Let us look at the three main events and try to understand the connections between them 
and a possible message for us today.  

I try to understand the how / why these stories are recorded one after the other, as we are 
told that GOD(YHVH)’s Word is built precept upon precept. I would nevertheless suggest 
that there are many other attempts to analyse these events and would ask that you look at 
as many alternatives as you can to broaden your understanding. 

1. The Jealous Husband 

A story is sketched for us that implies: 
  

(a) That a woman is unfaithful to her husband,  
(b) But is not caught out.  

There is no detail to suggest why 
the man has these feeling or 
thoughts. We are not told of any 
previous indiscretions, or of a time 
w h e n a n o t h e r m a n s h o w e d 
unwanted attentions. We must 
wonder … is the man merely 
insecure, or has he been hurt in the 
past. None of these details are 
provided and so the context to the 
story is uncertain and unclear. 

Numbers 5:1 “Then, if a spirit of  
jealousy comes over him and he is jealous of his wife and she has become impure — or, 
for that matter, if the spirit of jealousy comes over him and he is jealous of his wife and she 
has not become impure.  

The normal procedure set out that defines how a “court case” should be conducted, now 
seems to be overturned in this particular case. We are not given any reason for this 
deviation from the norm. 

In the normal course of events, no judge can convict anyone unless there is clear 
evidence based on the testimony of at least two eyewitnesses.  

And more importantly the question should be asked: what about the man that was 
supposedly involved? Why is there no mention of the “other party”? 
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I want to suggest that this story talks to a principle far removed from an interest of whether 
the woman is guilty or not. Let us be clear … to be unfaithful in a marriage relationship is 
wrong and can never be washed away as if it were of no significance. 

However, I think that the real topic of study here is the question of understanding and 
defining the consequences of emotional immaturity. A suspicious mind will always be 
searching to take, or be, in control. Control becomes a sickness.  

It can go so far that the partner is forced to report back, to account for every minute of the 
day and this control will stretch to other things as well. Most probably there will also be a 
reconciliation of every cent spent and an analysis of every “sms / whatsapp” message that 
was sent and received, in order to ease the suspicion. In some extreme cases, the wife 
would become a slave to a form of “house” arrest.  

I counselled a couple recently, where the wife would regularly take the phone on the 
pretext of making a call and then review all the calls made and messages sent.  

We call this control ➛ Jezebel.  

Jealousy is an indication of someone who is not a mature adult. The emotion of 
suspicion with its visible action of control, manipulation and so on, will invariably lead the 
other party to rebellion and to withdraw 
from the marriage. 

Every marriage should be based on 
the cornerstone of trust. Based on a 
trust relationship, a man must show 
love in every possible way to his wife, in 
words, deeds and so forth. 

Out of trust, a woman must show 
respect in every possible way to her 
h u s b a n d … s u p p o r t , w o r d s o f 
encouragement and so forth. 

As soon as the element of “trust” is 
removed, then the foundation to the 
marriage is removed. 

In this particular court case the Priest will give the woman the water and it would be “bitter” 
(if she were guilty). However, if you consider the facts above, you would immediately 
realise that the water would be bitter anyway!!!!  

Her life would not have been pleasant and now this humiliation in front of the community 
and the religious leaders would have been the last straw. 

Consider this, even if she was found not guilty … would she really want to go home 
with this man? And I suggest to you, that without drinking from the cup, that the man 
would have tasted the bitterness himself. He surely would have realised that his actions 
had exposed him for what he really is. 
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Interestingly, the Rabbis found this whole concept so distasteful and morally wrong ➛ the 
trial and jury without facts, model that they forbade its use very quickly. 

How does a jealous man react in a Godly manner? 
   
He deals with his insecurities; he goes out of his way to give 100% of himself to his wife, 
he blesses her daily in word and in deed, he relies on GOD (YHVH) to bring healing and to 
bring reconciliation. He never exposes his wife to such a degrading protocol only on the 
basis of suspicion. 

2. The Nazarite Vow 

Moses goes on to explain in detail the ritual / laws associated with the Nazarite vow. Once 
again we are struck by some of the conditions: man can drink wine, cut his hair; these are 
all permissible deeds. So why would they now be “things” that are not allowed? 

Numbers 6:1-5  “ADONAI said to Moshe, “Tell the people of Isra’el, ‘When either a man or 
a woman makes a special kind of vow, the vow of a nazir, consecrating himself to 
ADONAI; he is to abstain from wine and other intoxicating liquor, he is not to drink vinegar 
from either source, he is not to drink grape juice and he is not to eat grapes or raisins. As 
long as he remains a nazir, he is to eat nothing derived from the grapevine, not even the 
grape-skins or the seeds.”  

Throughout the period of his vow as a Nazarite, he is not to shave his head. Until the end 
of the time for which he has consecrated himself to YHVH, he is to be Holy: he is to let the 
hair on his head grow long. 

So, what is it that makes the “giving-up” of them so important? How does the sacrifice of 
these things make one more Holy / pure? 

If it is possible that mundane things in life can impact our “holiness”, then it would be 
critical that we understand how this works, because we could possibly use other mundane 
things to help us in todays times. It is vital that we are interpreting the Commandments into 
modern day application so that we remain relevant.  
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Samson 

Before we spend some time thinking about this question, we need to have a look at the 
story of Samson: 

 

Judges 13:2-5  “There was a man from 
Tzor‘ah from the family of Dan, whose name 
was Manoach; his wife was barren, 
childless. The angel of ADONAI appeared to 
the woman and said to her, “Listen! You are 
barren, you haven’t had a child, but you will 
conceive and bear a son. Now, therefore, be 
careful not to drink any wine or other 
intoxicating liquor and don’t eat anything 
unclean. For indeed you will conceive and 
bear a son. No razor is to touch his head, 
because the child will be a nazir for God 
from the womb. Moreover, he will begin to 
rescue Isra’el from the power of the 
P’lishtim.” 

There is somewhat of a difference to this example; it is not a personal choice. 

(i) Firstly, the call to being a Nazarite is as a result of a petition from a barren mother and 
the response from GOD (YHVH), to send someone who would be a righteous judge in 
the land of Israel, at a time when the people were regularly going after other gods. 

(ii) Secondly, the calling was part of a training / developmental process for Samson in 
order that he would reflect true leadership … worshipping / giving Glory to GOD 
(YHVH) and loving his neighbour ➛ the children of Israel. 

(iii) Thirdly, I suggest that the period of separation was designed to allow Samson to 
develop the ability to discern the good from the evil and to set a Holy standard of 
judging. 

Judges 13:24-25  “The woman bore a son and called him Shimshon. The child grew and 
ADONAI blessed him. The Spirit of ADONAI began to stir him when he was in the Camp of 
Dan, between Tzor‘ah and Eshta’ol. 

As we read further into the account of the life of Samson, we start to see choices which: 

✦ Reveal the ego / pride of man. 
✦ Reveal the lust of the eyes and of the flesh. 
✦ Reveal the habit of dishonouring of parents. 
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✦ Reveal a general disregard for his fellow man. 
✦ Plus a number of other “not so nice” character traits. 

Let us now return to the original description of this vow. The conditions of not drinking 
wine, not touching dead things and not cutting the hair, are all physical things. 

The person sets the time limit … it’s a decision to walk on the path of self-evaluation / 
introspection. It’s a man who says … I am a son of Abraham, I am a follower of Y’shua , I 
want to do whatever He would ask me to do. 

This tells us something about the vow. It is man, out of himself, making an attempt to 
separate himself from an evil path that he so easily chooses time and again. It is clear that 
pride, envy, ego, excess and honour are choices that one can make in this life journey. 
Once we realise that these choices become the norm, rather than the exception, we will 
know that we will have to turn a new leaf; we will have to change direction. 

The abstaining from the wine and so forth, does not make you Holy. The self-choice to 
withdraw is done by a soul that is desperate to reform his thinking and to create a 
new path in the brain, that makes him move away from making poor choices towards 
making good choices, that more clearly reflect the Glory of GOD (YHVH). And this also 
explains the ritual to cut off the hair and the act to bring it to the Tabernacle so that it can 
be burnt.  

We are to lay down our lives as a sacrifice, our hair (something that has to do with our 
outward appearance) is a physical sign of the living “you” that is making a spiritual 
declaration.  

Hair, in the physical is a symbol of the “self / old man - self effort” / the past. If we take this 
evidence of what we can do and lay it down in a sacrifice, we are showing that we have 
made a commitment to something different. Hair, to modern man, makes them look good, 
powerful and attractive; without this hair, we are making the statement that our physical 
appearance is not important … what is important is that our “spirit-man” is in right-standing 
with GOD (YHVH) and that we are moving from one level of Holiness to the next. 

The deeds of today and tomorrow will reflect the spiritual reality that will come to pass as 
we produce the Fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

I will serve the Great High Priest Y’shua WITH HONOUR AND GLORY 

Paul shows us that this physical action was still operating years after Y’shua had walked 
on this earth.  

Acts 21:22-24 “What, then, is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. So 
do what we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow.  Take them with you, be 
purified with them and pay the expenses connected with having their heads shaved. Then 
everyone will know that there is nothing to these rumours, which they have heard about 
you; but that, on the contrary, you yourself stay in line and keep the Torah. 
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3. The Priestly Blessing 

We have been following a path of returning to GOD (YHVH), from a man with emotional 
wounds, to a man that wants to cleanse his life and walk in holiness, to a place where we 
can “hear” and “accept” and walk in GOD (YHVH)’s blessing. 

Blessings are not “things” that come our way. Blessings are opportunities that we will now 
be empowered to “see”, which in the past would most probably have passed us by. 

Numbers 6:22-27 “ADONAI said to Moshe,  “Speak to Aharon and his sons and tell them 
that this is how you are to bless the people of Isra’el: you are to say to them, ‘Y’varekh’kha 
ADONAI v’yishmerekha. (May ADONAI bless you and keep you.) Ya’er ADONAI panav 
eleikha vichunekka. (May ADONAI make His Face shine on you and show you His favor.) 
Yissa ADONAI panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. (May ADONAI lift up His Face toward 
you and give you peace.)’ “In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Isra’el, so 
that I will bless them.” 

On top of that blessing, we now go forth into this world with a Godly mandate to be a 
blessing. You see, once you are blessed, GOD (YHVH) expects that you will find ways and 
means to do the same and He often tells us where to look … the widow, orphan and the 
destitute. 

Genesis 12:2 “I will make of you a great nation, I will Bless you and I will Make your name 
great; and you are to be a blessing. I will Bless those who bless you, but I will Curse 
anyone who curses you; and by you, all the families of the earth will be blessed.” 

So, we are blessed and 
we are to be a blessing. 

The high priest from the 
family of Aaron has been 
replaced with Y’shua, the 
Great High Priest in the 
Order of Melchizedek.  

Since it’s the Father’s 
wish that this blessing be 
said, I can only imagine 
that daily, those same 
words are spoken into 
t h e H e a v e n l i e s b y 
Y’shua  Himself. Those 
Living Stones that are 
built into this Tabernacle will ‘hear’ those words. 

1 Peter 2:5  “… you yourselves, as living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be 
cohanim set apart for God to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Him through Yeshua 
the Messiah. 
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You and I as firstborn children in the lineage of Y’shua, are all called to be priests. This 
office then requires of you, as the head of the home / family / clan, to speak these same 
words over and over again. These words carry meaning, carry life, carry the potential to 
change some-one’s outlook on life. 

(1) Bless ➛ that is, may He keep you.


The word “bless” = “barach” is related to the word  which means knee. The image that is 
created here is, someone (GOD - YHVH) on bended knee. 

This may seem strange to people who think that we should serve GOD. But these are 
GOD’S WORDS. 

He wants you to know, that His GRACE is more than enough for you and that as a 
Father, He gives health, children, provision, strength and peace. 

Now, if you accept this gift, then He says: He will guard / protect / keep you. We have a 
wall of protection around us. 

The question is … how do we make sure that this “keeping” stays in place? 

Answer: We must live a life that shows that we desire purity / Holiness and that we want 
to have an intimate relationship. I must be a son / daughter in the Father’s House. 

(2) Make His Face shine upon you, so that He may be gracious to you.


We need to have GOD (YHVH) shine His Face on us. A shining Face speaks of love, joy 
and smiles ➛ there are no frowns or angry faces. We see the Face of a Father that is 
happy to be with us. 

All too often worldly faces show anger, bitterness and sometimes even hatred. A shining 
Face speaks of GOD (YHVH) in the “walking” with Adam and Eve mode.  It speaks of 
intimacy and the peace that can be found in the Garden when all evil has been 
removed. 
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We can let our hair down and just be ourselves. This is not the time for pretence. And if 
you accept this gift, then you can also expect to find yourself at the utmost limit of His 
grace / favour. 

What could this favour mean? How about loving-kindness, compassion, patience, 
goodness, long life and peace in the family? 

Simply, we can live to our potential, because “in Your Light, we see Light” (Psalm 36:9) 

(3) Lift up His Face, so that He can give us peace.


The concept that GOD (YHVH) lifts up His Face is more easily understood in the story of 
Esther. In that account, the queen enters the room and the king sees her. Because he 
delights in her, because she has been the “Bride” that has reflected his glory, he raises 
his scepter, to say: “Come in, I want to see you”. 

This is immediately followed by the question: What can I do for you? In her case, it was a 
question of her people’s lives!! 

In our case, GOD (YHVH) promises PEACE. And what can we expect from this 
SHALOM? 

It’s a sense of: 

✦ Completeness 
✦ Lacking nothing 
✦ Being whole 
✦ Being a friend of GOD (YHVH). 

What an awesome opportunity. Not only to walk in this blessing, but to be given the 
opportunity, to daily declare this blessing over your family. 

HAFTORAH  

The Haftorah portion comes from the Book of Judges. It is the story that we have already 
briefly discussed, namely Samson. 

Is there something else that we can learn from this story … I suggest that there is. 

Recall the incident: the angel appears, leaves a message of life, restoration, hope and of 
the promise that their son would save their people!!! 

Manoach says … surely we will die? 

Judges 13:22 “What is it about man that we fail to believe the WORD OF GOD.  

Why would we think that a “good / kind, Father“ would want to kill us after giving us hope?  
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The man Jacob saw his intervention with GOD (YHVH) differently. He said; “I have been 
spared”. 

Genesis 32:31 “Ya‘akov called the place P’ni-El [Face of God], “Because I have seen God 
Face to face, yet my life is spared.”  

And he goes on, despite some major setbacks, to walk in obedience to GOD (YHVH)’s 
Commandments. 

We must make a choice … do you really believe the Word of GOD (YHVH) has for you ➛ 
THEN ACT ON IT. 

ONE FINAL THOUGHT 

If we accept this blessing daily, can we try to look at others in a different way? 

John 8:11 “Yeshua said, “Neither do I condemn you. Now go and don’t sin any more.”  

WALK IN FORGIVENESS TOWARDS EACH OTHER!! 
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Priestly Blessing 
“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will bless 
them.” 

Numbers 6:24-27 
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