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Beha'alotcha | בהעלותך | "When you set up"  
Week 36 

From the Glorious Light of the Menorah to our Grumbling Stomachs 

 

This portion is taken from Numbers 8:1-12.16; Zechariah 2:14-4:7; John 19:31-37 and 
Hebrews 3:1-6. 

SUMMARY  

The portion covers the following stories / events: 

The Commandment to set up and light the Menorah, 
The work of the Levites,  
The requirements for the keeping of Passover, and the rules for a “second chance” 
Passover one month later,  
The instruction to make two silver trumpets, as well as the rules that describe how 
and when they are to be used, 
The people’s complaint, and desire for meat … 

A portion which starts off in the presence of GOD’s Light, and ends in man’s concern for a 
variety in their food - with a focus on their stomachs. We fall from the highest spiritual level 
possible down to the very basic needs of man. And what is concerning, is the speed and 
the ease that we as humans can make this transition, from Holy to unholy. 
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A. AN EVERLASTING SYMBOL ➛ THE MENORAH 

The Menorah is designed by GOD (YHVH), and He alone Commands / determines its use. 
At NO stage was this symbol ever the sole property of the Israelites, or the Tabernacle, 
because very simply GOD (YHVH) says: it is the LAMP OF GOD. 

This is a vital fact to know and understand, as it allows all the Israelite and the foreigner 
who has joined with the Covenant, to identify with the Menorah and to make its application 
a reality in their daily worship. 

Matthew understood the spiritual meaning of the lamp - he tells us in the story of the TEN 
virgins that many were sleeping, were not expecting to see the Glory of GOD (YHVH) 
revealed, AND MISSED out on the Marriage of the Lamb.  

This implies that there are those who have had a revelation of the TRUTH, AND YET 
do not have the perseverance to push through and be faithful. 

Matthew 25:1, 5-8 The Kingdom of Heaven at that time will be like ten bridesmaids who 
took their lamps and went out to meet the groom. Five of them were foolish and five were 
sensible. Now the bridegroom was late, so they all went to sleep. It was the middle of the 
night when the cry rang out, ‘The bridegroom is here! Go out to meet him! The girls all 
woke up and prepared their lamps for lighting. The foolish ones said to the sensible ones, 
‘Give us some of your oil, because our lamps are going out.’ 

Every single believer in the Messiah, those who has been adopted into the Abrahamic 
Covenant as a Son of the Covenant, should have this symbol as their BANNER. Not 
only over their lives, but deep inside of their hearts. When we make this symbol a reality, 
then it’s quite easy to see / feel / know when the oil is getting low and the flame is weaker. 
If we continue to see this symbol as something that is far away, then we will tend to forget 
it as soon as we can no longer sense its power. 
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The prophets of old, such as Zechariah, was given a vision of this same symbol, the 
Menorah, this time it is coupled to two olive trees providing a continuous stream of oil. 

Does this in itself not say something important?  

We must be consistent, be continuous in our worship and be constant at our Covenant 
keeping activities; there is simply no “off time”. 

No one can keep up the same pace all of the time. It stands to reason that we must reap / 
harvest in the right season, and set up a store of Mitzvahs / good deeds / good attitudes 
so that we have a reserve to make use of while we wait for the next seasons fruit to ripen. 

Zechariah 4:2-6 “…. and asked me, “What do you see?” I answered, “I’ve been looking 
at a menorah; it’s all of gold, with a bowl at its top, seven lamps on it, and seven tubes 
leading to the lamps at its top. Next to it are two olive trees, one on the right side of the 
bowl and the other on its left.” I then asked the angel speaking with me, “What are 
these, my Lord?” The angel speaking with me said, “Don’t you know what these are?” I 
said, “No, my Lord.”  Then he answered me, “This is the Word of ADONAI to Z’rubavel: 
‘Not by force, and not by power, but by My Spirit,’ says ADONAI-Tzva’ot. 

And later we find the Apostle John describes for us in very real drama the prophetic picture 
of the returning King, in an end-time role. What we note here is that the Menorah is the 
LIGHT OF GOD (YHVH).  

**NUGGET!** The Messiah stands in the middle of SEVEN Menorahs … it is as if He 
is saying; “look, take note, if you are made in My Image, then where is your 
Menorah?” 

Revelation 4:5 “From the Throne came forth lightnings and voices and thunderings; and 
before the Throne were seven flaming torches, which are the sevenfold Spirit of God.   

Some lessons from this Menorah / lamp 

i) We are supposed to be lit up / shining brightly, 
revealing the absolute truth.  We should be 
pursuing truth at all costs, we should study and 
listen to the Small Still Voice of the Holy Spirit as 
it leads us onwards toward truth. 

ii) Our light must be reflected in good works. 
Importantly, we are not to be talkers of the truth 
but workers of the truth. 
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Matthew 5:14-17 “You are light for the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Likewise, when people light a lamp, they don’t cover it with a bowl, but put it on a lamp-
stand, so that it shines for everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before people, so that they may see the good things you do and praise your Father in 
heaven. “Don’t think that I have come to abolish the Torah or the Prophets. I have come 
not to abolish but to complete. 

B. Apathy towards establishing truth and walking in that Light will be a sure sign of 
the end-time Body 

The Menorah can be clearly seen by the size of the physical article, by the Light that 
shines outwards from the inside of the Tabernacle (now one made up of Living Stones) 
and therefore, if you are true to the intention / purpose of the menorah, you will be able to 
declare: no one who comes in contact with you has any excuse - they have seen the 
Glory of GOD (YHVH).  

Romans 1:20 “For ever since the creation of the universe His invisible qualities — both 
His eternal power and His Divine Nature — have been clearly seen, because they can 
be understood from what He has made. Therefore, they have no excuse; because, 
although they know who God is, they do not glorify Him as God or thank Him. 

As a practical prophetic declaration, take Psalm 67 and read it aloud every day and then 
ask GOD (YHVH) to help you to LIVE this vision. Take note, there are only seven verses, 
three (3) on either side of the servant candle. 
  
THE ONE SIDE OF THE MENORAH 

Psalm 67:2-4 “God, be gracious to us, and bless us. May He make His Face shine toward 
us, (Selah) so that Your way may be known on earth, Your salvation among all nations.  
Let the peoples give thanks to You, God; let the peoples give thanks to You, all of them.  

THE CENTER PIECE OF THE MENORAH 

Psalm 67:5 “Let the nations be glad and shout for joy, for You will judge the peoples fairly 
and guide the nations on earth. (Selah).  

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE MENORAH 

Psalm 67:6 “Let the peoples give thanks to You, God; let the peoples give thanks to You, 
all of them. The earth has yielded its harvest; may God, our God, bless us. May God 
continue to bless us, so that all the ends of the earth will fear Him.  

The blessing that comes when we reveal the Light of the Menorah 

You and I move around a lot … we go to work, to the gym, have picnic at the sea, go on 
holiday, and so forth. Wherever you go, you pack up the Living Stone Tabernacle and take 
the ARK / MENORAH with you… It’s the law of travelling. You cannot leave it behind.  
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Wherever these items go, so too will the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night. 

If you do not have the OIL / MENORAH WITHIN YOU, then you are NOT IN GOD 
(YHVH)’S WILL. 

But when you do, you can prophetically declare the following over your life / journey: 

Numbers 10:35-36 “When the ark moved forward, Moshe said, “Arise, ADONAI! May 
Your enemies be scattered! Let those who hate You flee before You!” When it stopped, he 
said, “Return, ADONAI of the many, many thousands of Isra’el!” 

C. YOU MUST MAKE FOR YOURSELF 

The verse is quite clear – “Moses, you shall make them…(the two silver trumpets).” 
Consider for a moment:  Moses gets given a pattern - other people make the articles… 
This time he (Moses) has to make them himself. 

Numbers 10:1-2 ADONAI said to 
Moshe, “Make two trumpets; make 
them of hammered silver. Use 
t h e m f o r s u m m o n i n g t h e 
community and for sounding the 
call to break camp and move on.   

H o w d o w e u n d e r s t a n d t h i s 
transition? It would seem that 
“every” leader would have to make 
his own two silver trumpets. 

It is a part of the training and maturity needed for a leader to become eligible to lead - 
something in the making, in the fashioning of the sound that will come out, will define the 
quality of the leadership. 

The two silver trumpets have prophetic power - when we consider the purpose as defined 
in the two cases when the trumpets are used, we will see the purpose of the instrument. 

Numbers 10:9 “When you go to war in your land against an adversary who is oppressing 
you, you are to sound an alarm with the trumpets; then you will be remembered before 
ADONAI your God, and you will be saved from your enemies.  

Numbers 10:10 “Also on your days of rejoicing, at your designated times and on Rosh-
Hodesh, you are to sound the trumpets over your burnt offerings and over the sacrifices of 
your peace offerings; these will be your reminder before your God. I am ADONAI your 
God. 
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What do you see here? 

When we sound these trumpets, it has the same purpose as a petition. The sounds form a 
prayer and it is a prayer that reaches the Ears of Almighty GOD (YHVH). 

**NUGGET!** The sounds of the trumpet that I made and which I blow, connects me 
with Heaven. 

(Does it matter what sounds I can make? Some people can blow with utmost ease and 
make a beautiful collection of sounds - somehow I don’t think it matters much—you see it 
is the value of the offering of a circumcised soul / heart and mind that is sold out to 
serving GOD (YHVH), that will “push through” and arrest GOD (YHVH)’s attention). 

I cannot rely on the prayers / study of others to reach GOD (YHVH) on my behalf. 
Individually, I exercise my free will to make a choice. And as I hear the sound of my 
trumpet, my spirit will rise to meet the challenges set before me. 

D. THE PEOPLE MOURN  

You are going to ask where do you see this? 

Numbers 11:1 “But the people began complaining about their hardships to ADONAI. 
When ADONAI heard it, His anger flared up, so that Fire from ADONAI broke out against 
them and consumed the outskirts of the camp. 

The Hebrew word that has been translated as “complaining” is Strong’s H 0596 “A’nan”. 
 

The context of the story is that the people are unhappy with their 
food rationing; they want meat … the “nice” things from Egypt, from 
the pagan world of “excess”. 

“If only we had meat to eat!  We remember the fish we used to 
eat in Egypt … it cost us nothing! And the cucumbers, the melons, 
the leeks, the onions, the garlic! But now we’re withering away, we 
have nothing to look at but this man.”  

Let us be clear—they have enough to eat—they have more than 
enough vitamins and so on to survive and be strong. But they want 

to experience that overflowing excess that leads to gluttony. 

And that is exactly what their behaviour reveals when the quail arrive: 

Strong’s  H 0596 
A’nan

• complain or murmur 
• sad 
• sorrowful 
• mourn
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Numbers 11:32 “The people stayed up all that day, all night and all the next day gathering 
the quails — the person spread them out for themselves all around the camp. 

Life within the boundaries of the Covenant 
is not about fasting, or the very minimum. 
It is about being satisfied with having 
enough. 

Pagan life demands the excesses ➛ in 
food, drink and immoral i ty. These 
excesses lead you to a life of serving many 
gods. 

We are at the opposite end of the 
pendulum. Excess (called greed in this 
portion) leads to the plague ➛ to a form of 
judgment. Is it not strange that they give 
the place a name … “the graves of 
greed”? 

If only we take note of this … next time when we are faced with a table that is overflowing 
with good things, or an amazing business deal, or whatever other overly abundantly good 
opportunity, can we take a step back and ask ourselves … how much do we really 
need? 

THE GREAT BIRD MIGRATION 

For those of you that do not know, twice a year, once in spring (at the Feast of Passover) 
and again in autumn (at the Feast of Sukkot) 500 million birds will migrate all the way from 
Europe to deep into Africa and back. 

Birds are doing what they were created to do ➛ inherently, moulded into their DNA is the 
call of nature. 

• They respond without fail. 
• They fly irrespective of the dangers. 
• They complete their calling. 

We, SONS and DAUGHTERS of ABRAHAM were created to worship GOD (YHVH) in 
SPIRIT and TRUTH. 

Those who would like more information can look on the website at some of the Sukkot 
notes for more detail. 
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http://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=301 

http://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=333 

http://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=146 

http://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=374 

http://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=274 

http://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=271 

http://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=360 

But to show you that this is truth, I have added a recent article out of the “Times of Israel”, 
that describes this amazing GOD-given event. 

Hula magic  1

“Twice a year, some 500 million birds migrate over the Hula as they travel from Africa to 
Europe and back … close to 400 different species of song birds, water fowl and birds of 
prey. Seeking time together and an escape from the tension of current life in Israel, we set 
out for this avian wonderland one day in late November, temporarily replacing the clitter-
clatter of keyboards and ringing of cell phones with tweets and warbles and squawks. 
The Hula carries with it a powerful message about the possibility of redemption and repair. 
In the 1950s, its marshland was drained in order to eradicate malaria and generate land 
for agriculture, a well-intentioned endeavour that disrupted the ecosystem and led to the 
extinction of some of the region’s unique flora and fauna. Over the years, the peat earth of 
the drained swamp dried up and sank, leading to uncontrollable underground fires and 
pollutants began to flow into Lake Kinneret. In the 1990s, the Jewish National Fund rose to 
the challenge of restoring the necessary balance and re-flooded parts of the Hula, creating 
a haven for migratory birds and two-footed tourists alike. 

As we walk down the trails of the 
Hula Nature Reserve, a small 
remnant of marshland that had never 
been drained, the cotton candy 
clouds dotting the bright blue sky are 
reflected in the waters below, framing 
each scene with surprising symmetry. 
A turtle suns itself on a rock, 
snapping at the occasional fly, as 
sharp-tooth catfish with thick whisker 
barbels glide through the murky 
waters below. Above the surface, 
Bee-Eaters dart from branch to 
branch in flashes of rust and teal and 
green tufts of papyrus reach for the 

sky. 

	http://blogs.timeso1israel.com/hula-magic/1
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Peeking through the windows of a covered wooden bridge, we see a gulp of black 
cormorants glistening in the sun as a Great White Pelican rhythmically slaps the water 
behind them. We watch from a distance as other couples, some in their twilight years, 
pose for pictures. 
As we walk, the air is pierced by the occasional twill or twitter, coo or caw, chirp or cheep. 
But suddenly the stillness is broken by a far off boom. And then another and another. 
Reality threatens our Hula magic, as puffs of white smoke rise up from the top of the Golan 
Heights, heading up toward the clouds above them. Is it Israeli artillery practice? Sounds 
of the civil war in Syria? Either way, it’s disconcerting. 
Standing at the top of the observation tower, we spot a flurry of flapping. A small bird 
seems to be making no headway against the wind. Just as we realise he is hovering 
deliberately, he plunges down into the water and emerges triumphant with lunch. Nice to 
meet you, Pied Kingfisher. 
As we head toward the exit, a sign alerts us to look for the Hula painted frog, with its dark 
belly and white spots, which was thought to be extinct for many years, but re-emerged in 
2011 and is now being protected. A single Great Egret, with a long graceful neck, stands in 
the rushes and bids us farewell, as a nutria river rat chomps contentedly on a tasty stalk. 
As the afternoon wanes, we drive to Agamon Hula, the re-flooded Hula Lake and rent 
bicycles to be able to cover more ground. The air is abuzz with the trumpeting calls of 
some 25,000 Common Cranes who are wintering here. They soar above us, in twos, in 
threes, in lines, in V’s. 
We watch as the cranes take turns in the lead, allowing each other to conserve energy, 
calling to each other with their strident cries. Like the birds up above we whiz down the 
road, sometimes one of us in front, other times the other, slowing when something catches 
our fancy, calling to each other when something shouldn’t be missed. 
As I pedal, I’m twelve again, biking with a friend and enjoying new-found freedom on a lazy 
Sunday. But the flatlands of Long Island have been replaced by the Syrian-African Rift and 
the estates of Old Lawrence and Woodsburgh have given way to the mountains of Naftali 
and the Golan. 
Suddenly, a piercing siren from the nearby highway disrupts the tranquility. And another 
and another. Our hearts freeze. The recent wave of violence has primed us to expect 
terror. Has there been a stabbing? A bomb? We resist the temptation to check the news on 
our phones and continue on our way, racing back to the entrance to catch our sunset tour. 
As the sun begins to dip beneath the mountains, we set out in a covered wagon into a 
staging site where thousands of cranes have gathered to rest. Our guide urges us to 
remain seated and keep our hands inside. The birds have become habituated to the 
wagon and the tractor that pulls it, she warns, but if we move, we will startle them and “the 
magic will be broken.” A tractor feeds the birds copious amounts of corn, to discourage 
them from damaging nearby crops. 
In the marshland before us, the slate grey birds with their bluish black trim dance and 
preen with their wings uplifted. The krou-krous of their cacophonous clamour fills the valley 
as night descends. They are awfully excited about their dinner. 
Our last stop is a look-out spot alongside the lake, where two silent pelicans sit side by 
side. Injured, they rest until they can heal and continue their journey. 
When the sun has disappeared behind the mountains and the valley has turned inky black, 
I whip out my mobile and reconnect with the world. Nothing of significance seems to have 
happened in northern Israel, but in the blissful hours that we have spent in the Hula, two 
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men were murdered while praying in a Tel Aviv synagogue and a shooting in Gush Etzion 
claimed the life of a Jewish school teacher, an Arab bystander and an American gap-year 
student. The magic is broken and my heart with it. 
There is no escaping the reality of life in Israel, but the message of the Hula is one of 
resilience. And so next year, like the birds on high, I will return to this enchanted valley, to 
be one with nature, two with my husband and embrace the promise of wrongs that can be 
righted and balances that can be struck. 
And if you have the chance, you should go too.” 

HAFTORAH 

The Haftorah makes an interesting connection. 

In the main portion we read the story about how the people complain and are miserable, 
simply because they do not like the food … they are safe, they have full tummies, they are 
healthy, but they want to chose what they would like to eat.  

This “little” bit of distress, not having absolute choice, the people describe as “hardship /
misfortune”. 

These words seem almost harmless, however the Hebrew meaning of the word used here 
conveys some far different type of “feeling / emotion” … look how people describe the fact 
that they DON’T GET WHAT THEY WANT. 

Let us look at the HEBREW WORD of meaning: 

And so GOD (YHVH) judges this ungratefulness with FIRE, in a place of BURNING. 

The HAFTORAH portion deals with a man; a high priest of his day … a man named 
JOSHUA. 

In this case we see that Satan accuses him ➛ his robes are “filthy”. The Hebrew word 
here does not add much in the way of description BUT we see that GOD (YHVH) 
describes him as a BRAND THAT HAS BEEN PLUCKED FROM THE FIRE.  

Strong’s  7451 
Bad, evil

• bad, disagreeable, malignant 
• bad, unpleasant, evil (giving pain, unhappiness, misery) 
• evil, displeasing 
• bad (of its kind - land, water, etc) 
• bad (of value) 
• worse than, worst (comparison) 
• sad, unhappy 
• evil (hurtful) 
• bad, unkind (vicious in disposition) 
• bad, evil, wicked (ethically) 
• in general, of persons, of thoughts deeds, actions
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Zechariah 3:2  “Isn’t this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?”   

The word ‘brand’ tells us that we are burned wood; we are charred by the purifying Fire of 
GOD (YHVH) … but it's the word “plucked” that is more interesting. 

HOW GREAT IS GOD (YHVH) 

We are delivered … our old clothes are taken away; we have NEW CLOTHES and we are 
reinstated in the LIVING STONE TABERNACLE. 

Zechariah 3:4-10 “Take those filthy garments off of him.” Then to him He said, “See, I am 
taking your guilt away. I will clothe 
you in fine robes.” Listen, cohen 
gadol Y’hoshua, both you and your 
colleagues seated here before 
you, because these men are a 
sign that I am going to bring my 
servant Tzemach. For look at the 
stone I have put in front of 
Y’hoshua: on one stone are 
seven eyes; I will engrave what is 
to be written on it,’ says ADONAI-
Tzva’ot; ‘and I will remove the guilt 
of this land in one day. When that 
t ime comes, ’ says ADONAI-
Tzva’ot, ‘you will all invite each other to join you under your vines and fig trees.’” 

Strong’s  7337 
Plucked

• to snatch away, deliver, rescue, save, strip, plunder

(Niphal) • to tear oneself away, deliver oneself 
• to be torn out or away, be delivered

(Piel) • to strip off, spoil 
• to deliver

(Hiphil) • to take away, snatch away 
• to rescue, recover 
• to deliver (from enemies or troubles or death) 
• to deliver from sin and guilt

(Hophal) • to be plucked out

(Hithpael) • to strip oneself
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FINAL THOUGHT 

Nearer to the beginning of this portion, we read the story of two unable men (due to the 
fact that they became impure as a result of handling a corpse). They petition Moses, to say 
that it was always their intention to keep the Passover Feast. 

And GOD (YHVH) gives us a second chance. Where the heart is pure, evidenced by a 
circumcised soul, we are given the chance to celebrate this Feast one month later.  

Numbers 9:9-10 “ADONAI said to Moshe, “Tell the people of Isra’el, ‘If any of you now or 
in future generations is unclean because of a corpse, or if he is on a trip abroad, 
nevertheless he is to observe Pesach. 

It seems to me that when we are quick to repent and we return to the terms of the 
Covenant, that we will always have a second chance to experience this deliverance again. 

Priestly Blessing 
“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will 
bless them.” 

Numbers 6:24-27 
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