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Parashah Pinchas | פנחס | "Phinehas" 

Week 41  

 OUR RESPONSE TO A CALL TO GODLY LEADERSHIP 

This week’s portion covers Numbers 25:10-30:1; 1 Kings 18:46-19:21 and Matthew 
26:1-30; Luke 22:1-20;  1 Corinthians 5:6-8. 

Summary 

We will read of the census of the men of war that are eligible and prepared to enter 
the Land numbering 601,730 warriors; 
We will read of the FIVE daughters of Tzelophehad that will petition for their rightful 
place as owners in the Land; 
Moses will climb the mountain so that he can “see” the Land of Promise, will appoint 
Joshua as the next leader;  
And then Moses will recount once again all of the requirements of all of the Feasts 
of GOD (YHVH). 

It appears to me that the way that we choose to respond to a call to leadership and 
responsibility is clearly highlighted in two different examples.  I suggest that the Bible tells 
us that everyone will face this test at some point in time in his or her lives. How we react to 
the circumstances and the choices that we make will be reflected for all to see.	 

The Bible shows us that even those who had the greatest gifting / callings at some point in 
time, walked away from this responsibility to RESPOND to GOD (YHVH)’s calling on your 
life.  

Keep in mind, you will have a general calling, but may easily be given a very specific job to 
do at some point in time for which you will be uniquely empowered—just like Jonah! 
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1. WILL GOD (YHVH)’S RESPONSE TO YOU BE (if you obey and do what He asks) 

“You speak right / justly / fairly, My son?” 

In the story of the five daughters that come from the line of Joseph, we read that this was 
GOD (YHVH)’s response in reply to the case that they had made. You will see as the story 
unfolds in this portion just how the five daughters react to their circumstances in 
comparison to how other people react to theirs. We should all strive to emulate the attitude 
and perseverance that the five young ladies had. 
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Their father had died as one of those who had chosen not to enter the Land; nevertheless 
he had instilled in them the qualities of leadership that reflects Godly attributes. 

In the case: 

(i) of Elijah and in the case  
(ii) of the event described in the Garden of Gethsemane just before Y’shua is betrayed, 

we will find the exact opposite. 

Let us study these two cases to find out why these men walked away from their 
calling. 

(a) The circumstances 

The Israelites had been delivered from Egypt, had walked through the wilderness for 38 
years - until all of the previous generation (all the men of war who had failed to take 
their stand at the first opportunity and had died) had disappeared into the sand of 
lost opportunity, and now the next generation are being prepared to “enter” the Land.  

Numbers 20:1 “The people of Isra’el, the whole community, entered the Tzin Desert in the 
first month, and they stayed in Kadesh.” 

However, the “words” that we hear seem to be no different from before. The same 
negativity seems to reign. 

And these words are repeated ever so often - “give us”. It does not matter whether it’s 
asking for water / food / the dainty foods of Egypt, the people still seem to want murmur 
more than they want to praise. 

Something of this spirit remains “inside” of the people after they enter the Land.  

Numbers 20:2 “The people quarrelled with Moshe and said, “We wish we had died when 
our brothers died before ADONAI. Why did you bring ADONAI’s community into this 
desert? To die there, we and our livestock? Why did you make us leave Egypt? To bring us 
to this terrible place without seed, figs, grapevines, pomegranates or even water to drink?” 

**NUGGET!**  
(i) To the extent that we allow Egypt / the World to remain within us, we will not be 
able to reflect His Light and Glory.   
(ii) To the extent that our light is less than effective, the WORLD will not be able to 
see the power of GOD (YHVH).   
(iii) To the extent that we remain in that position, the world system will oppress us in 
exactly the same way that Pharaoh did on the Israelites. 

  
(i) Let us look at the circumstances that surround Elijah. 

Elijah has prophesied against the pagan god of Jezebel for a number of years. The 
time has arrived to the final showdown.  
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In the challenge between the 400 priests of Baal and the GOD (YHVH) of Israel, 
the Fire of GOD (YHVH) destroys the pagan sacrifice and Elijah makes sure that 
all 400 priests are killed.  
-  A day or so later, after a verbal threat from the queen, Elijah flees for his life. 

1 Kings 19:2-3 “Then Izevel sent a messenger to say to Eliyahu, “May the gods do terrible 
things to me and worse ones besides if by this time tomorrow I haven’t taken your life, just 
as you took theirs!”  On seeing that, he got up and fled for his life. When he arrived in 
Be’er-Sheva, in Y’hudah, he left his servant there.” 

(ii) Let us look at the circumstance in Y’shua case. 

Y’shua has come to the end of His ministry on earth. Three years of teaching / role 
modeling / healings have past. Many miracles have taken place and have been witnessed 
by the people.  

Day after day the principles of the WORD have been prophetically declared out over many 
- not only in terms of the Tabernacle life, but more importantly, within living examples out of 
everyday life such as in a fishing boat.  

The disciples are preparing for this final Passover meal, while at the same time the plot to 
kill Y’shua is taking shape. 

Luke 22:1-4 “But the festival of Matzah, known as Pesach, was approaching; and the 
head cohanim and the Torah-teachers began trying to find some way to get rid of Yeshua, 
because they were afraid of the people. 3   “At this point the Adversary went into Y’hudah 
from K’riot, who was one of the Twelve. He approached the head cohanim and the Temple 
guard and discussed with them how he might turn Yeshua over to them.” 

(b) The “words” spoken! 

The five daughters have been raised differently, they have been taught to stand up for 
what they believe, to fight for justice. They know that as women they are disadvantaged. 
But nevertheless, they think only of the future, and to have a future you need to be a 
landowner.  

They choose to enter the Land—they will not look back—they will not be happy with the 
basic things of life but will seek LEGACY. 

Firstly, their demeanour is one that suggests that they are prepared to struggle, will make 
sacrifices, and will seek intimacy with GOD (YHVH), even if it means that they have to deal 
with what appears to be an all male world. 

They “come forward and stand”. 

Numbers 27:2 “They stood in front of Moshe, El‘azar the cohen, the leaders and the 
whole community at the entrance to the tent of meeting and said.” 
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Their “words” do not demand “women-rights”, but seek to ensure that their family line is 
recognized in the allocation of Land. Their words say—it is time to act for GOD (YHVH)
—and we want to be a part of His Kingdom. 

Numbers 27:3-4 “Our father died in the desert. He wasn’t part of the group who 
assembled themselves to rebel against ADONAI in Korach’s group, but he died in his own 
sin, and he had no sons. Why should the name of our father be eliminated from his family 
just because he didn’t have a son? Give us property to possess along with the the 
brothers of our father.” 

In our example of Elijah, on the other hand, has seen the power of GOD (YHVH) working 
in his life. He has been a man who is unafraid to speak out and to declare the prophetic 
words of GOD (YHVH).  

Now, however he is afraid of a follower of pagan god. In the cave he sees the visible 
evidence of GOD (YHVH) wanting to shake him from his fear and his desperate situation 
where he is rendered helpless by the fear of man (or rather woman). 

First the blast of the mighty wind,  
Then ferocity of the fire that breaks out, 
Then the devastation of the earthquake, and afterwards came the small still Voice 
of GOD (YHVH).  

1 Kings 19:13 “When Eliyahu heard it, he covered his face with his cloak, stepped out and 
stood at the entrance to the cave. Then a Voice came to him and said, “What are you 
doing here, Eliyahu?” 

When he answers GOD (YHVH), his words are filled with bitterness, complaint - about all 
that he had done and how “little” the people seemed to react—classically he responds - “I 
am the only one left …..” 

1 Kings 19:14 “He answered, “I have been very zealous for ADONAI the God of armies; 
because the people of Isra’el have abandoned Your Covenant, broken down Your altars 
and killed Your prophets with the sword. Now I’m the only one left, and they’re after me 
to kill me too.”  

In our next example Y’shua has withdrawn into the Garden of Gethsemane. His disciples 
are with Him and He asks them to pray earnestly so that they do not enter into temptation. 

Soon His Words to the Father rise up in the evening air. 

Luke 22:41-42 “He went about a stone’s throw away from them, kneeled down and 
prayed, “Father, if You are willing, take this cup away from Me; still, let not My Will but 
Yours be done.” 
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He is in agony, prays more urgently, and soon His sweat starts to fall to the ground in great 
drops of Blood. 

Luke 22:44 “…and in great anguish He prayed more intensely, so that His sweat became 
like drops of Blood falling to the ground.” 

When He rises to His Feet and walks back to His disciples He finds them sleeping and 
asks them…(to which there are NO words answered —and silence is also a way of 
speaking.) 

Luke 22:45-46 “On rising from prayer and coming to the talmidim, He found them sleeping 
because of their grief. He said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you 
won’t be put to the test!” 

(c) GOD (YHVH)’s response to our choices / words  

The five daughters petition for an inheritance of physical Land in their father’s name.  This 
tribe would take up Land inside of Canaan as well as outside of the allotted land.  

But these five ladies want to be inside the Land.  

History has revealed artefacts with olive oil jars and so on that bear the names of some of 
these women … and all where found on the portion allotted to the tribe of Manasseh. 
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GOD (YHVH)’s response: 

Numbers 27:7-8 “The daughters of Tz’lof’chad are right in what they say. You must 
give them property to be inherited along with that of their father’s brothers; have what their 
father would have inherited pass to them. Moreover, say to the people of Isra’el, ‘If a man 
dies and does not have a son, you are to have his inheritance pass to his daughter.” 

How powerful!! 

While it would seem that all that they were doing was making sure that they received 
apportion of the physical Land, we soon realize that in fact, they were making a spiritual 
investment. 

Consider the following 

GOD (YHVH)’s plan was that the Israelites would enter the Land, conquer and destroy ALL 
of the Canaanites, and ALL of the entire system of pagan altars / places of worship that 
existed. 

The Land would belong to GOD (YHVH), but would be separated FROM the rest of 
the world by the fact that this would be a Holy Space where ONLY worship to the 
GOD (YHVH) of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob would be found. 

In a very real sense the plan was to rebuild a Garden of Eden where the people 
could meet with GOD (YHVH) regularly. 

The five women were in reality making a spiritual investment in an eternal plan. 

Not only did they achieve something in their own right, but also we see that GOD (YHVH) 
determines that this principle would become a benchmark in the legal system forever. 

Numbers 27:8-9 “Moreover, say to the people of Isra’el, “If a man dies and does not 
have a son, you are to have his inheritance pass to his daughter. If he doesn’t have a 
daughter, give his inheritance to his brothers.” 

Elijah fails to think of the people, fails to recognise that GOD (YHVH) allows people to 
make mistakes and then gives them the opportunity, with an attitude of loving-kindness, to 
repent and return to the ways of GOD (YHVH). 

It’s because he does not reveal a heart for the people / because he judges them as 
failures—(after all that’s why GOD (YHVH) sent him in the first place) – that GOD (YHVH) 
is forced to remove His mantle of leadership. 

The priest’s role is to teach, and reveal the way back to GOD (YHVH). Prophets are sent 
to bring correction, but always with the intention of causing a change of heart back to 
GOD (YHVH). 

No matter where we are placed in the Body of Messiah, our function is to “keep” the 
pillars of the Living Tabernacle standing and in relationship to one another.  
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One of the fundamental pillars of our walk is “compassion”— without this we have 
no calling in life. 

Elijah is told—go and find a man by the name of Elisha and anoint him as prophet to 
take over the mantle of leadership. 

1 Kings 19:16 “And anoint Elisha the son of Shafat of Avel-M’cholah to be prophet after 
you.”   

If you go to that story and follow on the pattern of how Elijah responds to the calling, you 
will see the following: 

Elisha, accepts the calling, but chooses to stay with the family (relationships) for a 
while, while they celebrate a meal together. His heart is for the people. 

(d) The disciples are in disarray 
  

People will judge Y’shua in a worldly court by humans whose belief system and 
interpretation of the Bible is different to the one that He and others like Paul will 
teach later on. 
The Messiah will be crucified. 
The disciples will be scattered for a while. 
For one disciple, Peter, this time is particularly bad. He will deny his Master three 
times as was prophesied. 

Luke 22:55-57 “… but when they had lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down 
together, Kefa joined them. One of the servant girls saw him sitting in the light of the fire, 
stared at him and said, “This man also was with Him.” But he denied it: “Lady, I don’t even 
know Him.” 

Luke 22:60-62 “But Kefa said, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” And instantly, 
while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at Kefa; 
and Kefa remembered what the Lord had said, “Before the rooster crows today, you will 
deny Me three times.”  And he went outside and cried bitterly.” 

Our words are important. Equally, the calling to “stand and take courage” is 
important. 

In the story of the five daughters, we note that they took a stand and they were prepared 
to make their case. 

It would seem that Peter merely suffered from the sickness “fear of man” 

He would go on to become a man who would be BOLD and who would never turn his back 
on the Messiah again. 
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John 21:15-19 “After breakfast, Yeshua said to Shim‘on Kefa, “Shim‘on Bar-Yochanan, do 
you love Me more than these?” He replied, “Yes, Lord, You know I’m your friend.” He said 
to him, “Feed My lambs.” A second time He said to him, “Shim‘on Bar-Yochanan, do you 
love Me?” He replied, “Yes, Lord, You know I’m your friend.” He said to him, “Shepherd 
My sheep.” The third time he said to him, “Shim‘on Bar-Yochanan, are you My friend?” 
Shim‘on was hurt that He questioned him a third time: “Are you My friend?” So he replied, 
“Lord, you know everything! You know I’m Your friend!” Yeshua said to him, “Feed My 
sheep! Yes, indeed! I tell you, when you were younger, you put on your clothes and went 
where you wanted. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone 
else will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” He said this to indicate the 
kind of death by which Kefa would bring glory to God. Then Yeshua said to him, “Follow 
Me!”  

If we review the stories that are detailed for us over the Bible, we will be able to see more 
examples where the “words and deeds” do not match the concept of living in the 
presence of the Almighty GOD (YHVH) and a life of holiness. 

As one such story for you to consider, please read and think about the lifestyle of the men 
who “bought and sold” inside the courtyard of the Tabernacle. You will recall that these 
men  thought that trading inside the Holy Temple was an acceptable lifestyle - they had no 
fear of God .  

Luke 19:45-46 “Then Yeshua entered the Temple grounds and began driving out those 
doing business there, saying to them, “The Tanakh says, ‘My House is to be a house of 
prayer,’ but you have made it into a den of robbers!” 

If we believe that the House of GOD (YHVH) should be pure and holy, which is what 
GOD (YHVH) says it should be, then is at all surprising that Y’shua would want to chase 
these men away? And is this not a lesson for us today?  

Are we focused enough to identify acts inside the Tabernacle of Living Stones that do not 
“fit” into the concept of purity and would we have the courage to chase “those” men away 
today if we were there?  

Is it not true that we “see / hear” actions which we know full well will not be seen to be Holy 
being committed by the Body of Messiah, yet I ask you - do you speak up and drive them  
away or do you turn a blind eye and walk away? 

After all, is it not the work of a Priest to remove all that is unclean  /unholy?  

**NUGGET!** When I consider all three examples I see that the major sin is that of 
“betrayal”. 
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In all three examples we will find the act of betrayal. 

i) The Five Daughters: The tribal leadership would betray the five daughters, as the 
leaders would have been happy to implemented an allotment system which would have 
excluded the women (each one of the others would have received a little more land); 
they would have left them without any form of security / income to live on, and would 
have forced them to live on donations.  

ii) Jezebel and Ahab: The people were betrayed by their king (Ahab) who fails to reveal 
the Godly kingship traits of serving the people with a love-your-neighbour lifestyle, and 
who allowed his pagan wife to do whatever she wanted.  

iii) The Disciples in the Garden: The disciples betray the Messiah, the prime example 
being Peter who denies knowing Y’shua, simply because they are still living in the 
physical here and now, and have not grasped the future vision of the arisen Messiah.  

If our focus is purely on the today then we only seek provision / protection / position that 
we give us satisfaction in the short-term – the NOW. If however, our focus is in terms of 
legacy, we will GLADLY offer up something of today’s benefits in exchange for long-term 
gain.  

A practical example is: many parents work hard / give up free time / make sacrifices, in 
order to ensure that the next generation will be able to go to university and be able to 
thrive in a different dimension. 

In today’s times: 

It seems that these lessons have still not been learnt or implemented fully. It almost 
seems that the principles set out so many years ago by GOD (YHVH), are STILL being 
negated.   

I realize that many people will think that it was only about the Land … I suggest that what 
all these five women thought about was the spiritual reality of being intimate with 
GOD (YHVH) - they understood the plan of GOD (YHVH). 
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As we stand here today, the Orthodox Rabbis in Israel are working as hard as possible to 
deny women the right to “read the Torah, to wear the Tallit , and to worship GOD 1

(YHVH)” at the Western wall.  

And surely, any woman who has this desire to be close to GOD (YHVH), should be 
allowed to draw near? 

2. THE MAKING OF DISCIPLES 

Aaron has passed away and his two sons have been instated in his place. Moses knows 
that he will not pass into the Land. Now he begins the process of handing over the 
leadership to Joshua. 

Numbers 27:18-22 “ADONAI said to Moshe, “Take Y’hoshua the son of Nun, a spiritual 
man, and lay your hand on him. Put him in front of El‘azar the cohen and the whole 
community, and commission him in their sight. Delegate to him some of your authority, so 
that the entire community of Isra’el will obey him. He is to present himself to El‘azar the 
cohen, who is to find out by means of the urim what ADONAI’s will is for Y’hoshua’s 
decisions. Then, at his word they will go out, and at his word they will come in, both he and 
all the people of Isra’el with him, the whole community.”  

Numbers 27:22 “Moshe did as ADONAI had ordered him. He took Y’hoshua, put him 
before El‘azar the cohen and the whole community.” 

Godly leadership is the end point of a long process, from being a child to becoming an 
adult, to becoming a disciple, to walking in the footsteps of eldership.  

Leadership needs wisdom—wisdom only comes with age. The concept that “young” 
men can be leaders over other older men is NOT a Biblical principle. (By this I am 
not suggesting that age equals leadership either - as we have witnessed many 
examples where older people do / act as if they were babies!!) 

Let us look at the request that Moses made for a leader that would “look after the sheep”. 

Numbers 27:15-17 “Moshe said to ADONAI, “Let ADONAI, God of the spirits of all human 
beings, appoint a man to be over the community, to go out and come in ahead of them, to 
lead them out and bring them in, so that ADONAI’s community will not be like sheep 
without a shepherd.”  

Jeremiah speaks about the men who will be shepherds that destroy the flock. These are 
leaders that seek their own desires and who fail to walk in justice / humility / compassion. 

He goes on to say that the consequences of this behaviour will be devastating. 

	The	tallit	is	a	fringed	garment	tradi:onally	worn	either	under	or	over	one's	clothing	by	1

Jewish	males.	It	is	a	poncho-like	garment	with	a	hole	for	the	head	and	special	twined	and	
knoJed	fringes	known	as	tzitzit	aJached	to	its	four	corners.	hJps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Tallit
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What we can see here is that these men will not be true disciples of the Word, simply 
because their desire will be for their own benefits—power, riches and so forth.  

**NUGGET!** What we see are sheep inside the Tabernacle being fed to the wolves
—at a place and time that they thought they would be safe. 

Jeremiah 23:1 “Oh no! The shepherds are destroying and scattering the sheep in My 
pasture!” says ADONAI. Therefore this is what ADONAI, the God of Isra’el, says against 
the shepherds who shepherd my people: “You have scattered My flock, driven them away 
and not taken care of them. So I will take care of you because of your evil deeds,” says 
ADONAI. “I myself will gather what remains of My flock from all the countries where I 
have driven them and bring them back to their homes, and they will be fruitful and 
increase their numbers. I will appoint shepherds over them who will shepherd them; 
then they will no longer be afraid or disgraced; and none will be missing,” says 
ADONAI.”  

Ezekiel tells us that in the end times this will be so bad that the flock will be entirely 
scattered and that the Messiah Himself will have to come to rescue and find the sheep. 

A recent newspaper article made for very interesting read.  In the physical domain, a 2

family from Canada is now sending ‘back’ to Israel a flock of sheep that are somewhat 
unique. They are called “Jacob’s sheep” because they sport the markings of “spots and 
speckles”—a picture of the sheep that Jacob took away after working for years for Laban.  

If the physical sheep are returning to Israel, how long will it be before the “human sheep” 
also return? The wave of anti-Semitism for example in France is causing many of the 
French speaking Jews to return to Israel. 

	hJp://cdn.:mesofisrael.com/uploads/2016/06/Gil-and-Jenna-feeding-the-sheep-1-2

e1465045975626.jpg	
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Ezekiel 34:11 “For here is what Adonai ELOHIM says: “I am taking over! I will search for 
My sheep and look after them, Myself. Just as a shepherd looks after his flock when he 
finds himself among his scattered sheep, so I will look after My sheep. I will rescue them 
from all the places where they were scattered when it was cloudy and dark.” 

The Principle: Child = disciple 

In the account of Elijah / Elisha we find the following description of the men who were 
disciples of the prophets…”now the sons of the prophet who were in Bethel came out (2 
Kings 2:3). Clearly these were not the physical sons but rather those who were 
under the process of becoming a disciple of the prophets. 

From this we can deduce that the term “your children / sons” includes those people who 
are your disciples. 

Fathers / leaders therefore have a duty to teach / instruct all (natural and spiritual) 
children that come under their influence. 

We find confirmation from Y’shua where we become children of another Kingdom. 

John 1:12  “But to as many as did receive Him, to those who put their trust in His Person 
and power, He gave the right to become children of God, not because of bloodline, 
physical impulse or human intention, but because of God.”  

And then, because we are children who accept our calling and start to walk in His ways, 
we go on to become disciples.  

As we walk through the following few verses we will see that this responsibility is quite 
serious. Our “success” in the Kingdom will be measured not on the size of your estate but 
on the maturity level of your children. 

Matthew 28:19 “Therefore, go and make people from all nations into talmidim, immersing 
them into the reality of the Father, the Son and the Ruach HaKodesh, and teaching them 
to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember! I will be with you always, 
yes, even until the end of the age.” 

Y’shua , is called a Teacher: 

Luke 18:18 “One of the leaders asked Him, “Good Rabbi,…” 
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But parents are also called to be teachers of the principles of GOD (YHVH) 

Deuteronomy 6:6 “These words, which I am ordering you today, are to be on your heart; 
and you are to teach them carefully to your children. You are to talk about them when you 
sit at home, when you are traveling on the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
Tie them on your hand as a sign, put them at the front of a headband around your 
forehead, and write them on the door frames of your house and on your gates.” 

Moses teaches us that the TORAH is an inheritance that must be past down, from one 
generation to another.  

Deuteronomy 33:4 “The Torah Moshe commanded us as an inheritance for the 
community of Ya’akov." 

And Paul in Ephesians tells us that we should be washing our wives with the Water of 
the Word. 

Ephesians 5:25 “As for husbands, love your wives, just as the Messiah loved the 
Messianic Community, indeed, gave Himself up on its behalf, in order to set it apart for  
God, making it clean through immersion in the mikveh, so to speak, in order to present 
the Messianic Community to Himself as a Bride to be proud of, without a spot, wrinkle or 
any such thing, but holy and without defect.” 

Our responsibility as leaders is both towards the natural children, but also to those who 
look to us as people who will walk in GOD (YHVH)’s ways. You will be surprised how 
carefully others watch you, and how they turn your daily interactions with others into an 
understanding of whether your walk with GOD (YHVH) is meaningful or not, whether it has 
substance or is merely hot air. 
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Y’shua teaches His disciples and all of those others who came to listen to Him, but He 
stresses that it was those who DO THE WILL OF THE FATHER who will become family.  

Mark 3:33 “He replied, “Who are My mother and My brothers?” Looking at those seated in 
a circle around Him, He said, “See! Here are My mother and My brothers! Whoever does 
what God wants is My brother, sister and mother!”  

A child of GOD (YHVH) / Disciple is one who keeps GOD (YHVH)’s Commandments and 
produces the fruit of obedience.  

There are some rather dubious teachings floating around. One of these is that we have no 
need for repentance, another is that we no longer have to walk in obedience to any of the 
Commandments. While I have no time for legalism, and ritual, I cannot see how we can 
seriously say that we are followers, unless we follow. 

John 15:1-10 “I am the Real Vine, and My Father is the Gardener. Every branch which is 
part of Me but fails to bear fruit, He cuts off; and every branch that does bear fruit, He 
prunes, so that it may bear more fruit. Right now, because of the word which I have 
spoken to you, you are pruned. Stay united with Me, as I will with you — for just as the 
branch can’t put forth fruit by itself apart from the vine, so you can’t bear fruit apart from 
Me. “I am the Vine and you are the branches. Those who stay united with Me, and I with 
them, are the ones who bear much fruit; because apart from Me you can’t do a thing. 
Unless a person remains united with Me, he is thrown away like a branch and dries up. 
Such branches are gathered and thrown into the fire, where they are burned up. “If you 
remain united with Me, and My Words with you, then ask whatever you want, and it will 
happen for you. This is how My Father is glorified — in your bearing much fruit; this is how 
you will prove to be My talmidim. “Just as My Father has loved Me, I too have loved you; 
so stay in My love. If you keep My Commands, you will stay in My love — just as I have 
kept My Father’s Commands and stay in His love.” 

HAFTORAH 

In a sense the reading of the Haftorah portions take on Godly leadership and is easier to 
absorb than that in the main story of Pinchas as it was described towards the end of the 
previous Parashah. 

Let’s rehash that story… 

The children of Israel begin whoring with the women of Moab, including idol worship. 

Numbers 25:1 “Israel settled and remained in Shittim, and the people began to play the 
prostitute with the women of Moab [by being unfaithful to God].” 

 Isra’el stayed at Sheetim, and there the people began whoring with the women of Mo’av. 
  
God judges this behaviour and proclaims that all of the “chiefs” (H 7218 — whoever is 
higher or supreme — the prince of the tribe) of the people must be hung (H 3363 — To 
execute slowly by exposure or impalation - to hand) facing the sun (H8121 the sun as an 
object of illicit worship , to publicly) - so that God’s fury can be turned away. 
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We deduce from here that either the chiefs / leaders participated and led by example, or 
condoned this action explicitly, since the judgement rests on them. 

Numbers 25:4-5 “ADONAI said to Moshe, “Take all the chiefs of the people, and hang 
them facing the sun before ADONAI, so that the raging fury of ADONAI will turn away from 
Isra’el.”  5Moshe said to the judges of Isra’el, “Each of you is to put to death those in his 
tribe who have joined themselves to Ba‘al-P‘or.”  

One Israelite takes a woman from Midian into his bedchamber. 

Pinchas, clearly in GOD (YHVH)’s Eyes 
does something that saves the lives of 
the chiefs, and atones for the sin of the 
people; however it’s hard to see that 
his action is not specific (against these 
two people) but an act of standing in 
the gap for others. 

Maybe the clue is hidden in the 
words: “they were weeping at the 
entrance of the tent of meeting” 

There is a strong possibility, that this ‘WEEPING’ couples to the worship of the sun-god. In 
Ezekiel we find a similar description of people weeping at the entrance to the tabernacle — 
only in this instance we get a clear understanding as to exactly what is going on. 

We have MIXED SEED worship! 

Ezekiel 8:14 “He brought me to the entrance of the north gate to ADONAI’s house; and 
there before me were women weeping for Tammuz. “Human being,” he asked me, “have 
you seen this? You will see practices even more disgusting than these.” 

AND have a look at: 

1 Kings 18:21 “Eliyahu stepped forward before all the people and said, “How long are you 
going to jump back and forth between two positions? If ADONAI is God, follow Him; but if 
it’s Ba‘al, follow him!”  

In the Haftorah portion we can identify this far easier. 

Elijah has just performed this great miracle where fire comes down to burn up the sacrifice. 
Miracles are NOT lasting levers of change. Jezebel knows that within a day, the memory 
would have faded and Elijah would run. 
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However, it is in the cave that we hear the man speak … at no stage does he stand in the 
gap for the people; there is no act of self sacrifice here. 

In this leadership race, Elijah fails and is replaced. 

**NUGGET!** LEADERS must always think of those who follow—maybe that’s why 
God often calls them SHEPHERD’S — and it is this type of leaders that carries the 
mantle of the “Covenant of peace” 

MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE ➛ CHOOSE LIFE. 

The Book of Revelation clearly shows God’s absolute disgust with double mindedness. 

Revelation 3:15-16 “I know what you are doing: you are neither cold nor hot. How I wish 
you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm, neither cold nor hot, I will 
vomit you out of my mouth!”  

A FINAL THOUGHT 

The census to count how many “men of war” there were, was completed and the result 
that is published records that approximately 600,000 thousand able-bodied warriors were 
available to go to war. 

Numbers 26:51 “Thus those who were counted of the people of Isra’el numbered 
601,730.” 

Interestingly however, when Joshua leads them into battle, we will read that only 
somewhere around 40 000 men are finally called up.  

We don’t know how many warriors there were from each tribe, but one thing is certain, 
every tribe, other than the Levites, contributed to the war effort. 

What do we learn from this?  

GOD (YHVH)’s Plan is that the entire grouping of all of the tribes of the Israelites, or in 
today’s terms, the entire Body of Messiah are “needed” if we go to war. You see, the ability 
to be successful in warfare rests upon the principles that every single division of the Body 
(Air-force, Army, Navy, Para-bats—and so forth), is needed in order to meet the various 
and different attacks that will be launched by the enemy.  

We read that the kingdom of darkness is ready to fight and that we must have “the 
WHOLE ARMOUR OF GOD (YHVH)” on - this refers not only to our readiness in all 
spheres of war, but also that everybody is available for war duty!! 
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When we are involved in GOD (YHVH)’s Battles … 
  

All parts of the Body of Messiah are recruited for WAR  
And we will only be a REMNANT that finally goes into battle. 
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Priestly Blessing 
“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will 
bless them.” 

Numbers 6:24-27 
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