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Parashah Va'etchanan | ואתחנן | "I pleaded" 

Week 45 

This portion covers the following: Deuteronomy 3:45-7:11; Isaiah 40:1-26; and Matthew 
4:1-11; 22:33-40; Romans 3:27-31 and James 2:14-26. 

IT IS NOT JUST ABOUT YOU … 
IT IS ABOUT THE NEXT GENERATION 

SUMMARY  

In this portion, Moses tells the people that it is time to enter the Land. He will instruct them 
of the responsibility to prepare the next generation.  

It is in this portion that the detail which makes up the greatest Commandment of all time 
will be expressed: 

 we will love God with all of our hearts; 
 we will teach those words to our children at every possible opportunity; 
 we will bind the words to ourselves so that our life and walk reflects the Image of 
GOD (YHVH) 

Of greater significance is the promise made to be the keepers of GOD (YHVH)’s Word - 
which will result in us being BLESSED. 

Importantly, the Word says: GOD (YHVH) did not make the Covenant with our fathers, but 
with us. How can this be?  

Very simply ➛ the Covenant is renewed in each generation … think legacy!! 

� 	
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Yes, the initial generation messed up badly and was buried in the sand over time until 
about 38 years had passed by. Have you ever wondered how they felt about their 
mistakes? What heartache, what remorse? 

38 years is a long time to have remorse over lost opportunities, to watch your children 
grow and come to the age when they too can be counted under the ‘men of war’ category.  

How many times would that lost generation of fathers stop and encourage their children to 
persevere, to push through AND to have faith? 

What would you have done just to make sure that they did not make the same mistake 
again? 

Now a new generation, the children of the original believers, were standing on the brink of 
history. Parents would wonder … did we do enough for the children to understand? 

We are formed by our past.  

We are given vision by fathers who can see hope. Somewhere – somehow these fathers 
must have been able to “tell” the story of a future and build a vision of a renewed Garden 
of Eden even though they would never see it. 

GOD (YHVH) Says: Her guilt has been paid off, she has completed her time of service -  
38 years of completed time. 

Judgments and exile all have an end date … a “sell by date”. Is that not good to know? 
Importantly, we need to have the Daniels OF OUR DAY with us, who can interpret the 
prophecy and count the years, so that we can be prepared to leave when the end comes. 
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During these times of exile and judgment we must renew our thinking and train for the 
return of the promise. When the time comes for us to be set free, we must be ready for the 
adventure.  

History, as recorded in the Bible, leaves us with some degree of concern. GOD (YHVH)’s 
people go into exile. Life is not all that good when you are a second class citizen in 
another land.  

HOWEVER, Biblical history seems to suggest that we get used to the circumstances, we 
find a place in the sun even if it means that we must compromise a little. Just look at the 
story of Jacob, Esther, and others. 

One of the greatest spiritual lessons of this portion is that we should: 

GUARD our HEARTS TO REMAIN SET-APART 
EARNESTLY SEEK TO RETURN TO OUR PLACE OF PROMISE  
BE READY TO LEAVE AT A MOMENT's NOTICE (SANDALS ON THE FEET) 
PETITION GOD (YHVH) CONTINUOUSLY FOR PERMISSION TO RETURN.  

Isaiah 40:1-2 “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has 
received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.” 

And now Moses is telling this next generation to walk in his ways. Its time to make GODLY 
choices … choices that will have long-term consequences, consequences that require that 
we make a real commitment.  

But it is only if you will look up at Him as your walk on this journey, that will you retain 
hope.  

When we walk with 
our eyes focused on 
t h e i m m e d i a t e 
ground before us, 
our legs / muscles 
will become tired and 
we will lose impetus.  

While we walk in the 
physical, we must be 
able to look up and 
see the vision of the 
spiritual Living Stone 
Tabernacle.  
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Deuteronomy 4:1 “Now, Isra’el, listen to the laws and rulings I am teaching you, in order 
to follow them, so that you will live; then you will go in and take possession of the Land 
that ADONAI, the God of your fathers, is giving you.” 

We may think that the journey is somewhat a difficult task. GOD (YHVH) says: it is a 
highway that we walk on. Highways are constructed to take the absolute highs and the 
absolute lows out of contention and leave us with a path without obstacles. 

Please note, the road is well constructed for the entire period that we remain 100% on the 
road. Any deviation (freedom of choice that does not fit into His Plans) will take us into a 
ditch, or on to a side dirt road.  

This also does not mean to say that we will not face headwinds from GOD (YHVH) to help 
us develop character and / or “strange traffic” from the enemy that will cut across the road 
as we are walking along. 

The Bible is clear; there will be trials and tribulations. Trials from GOD (YHVH) will be there 
in order to prune away excess / old growth. 

Attacks from the enemy will have to be faced head on in spiritual warfare where we will 
have to be just like Joshua - where we stand and take courage and fight. 

Isaiah 40:3-5 “A voice cries: In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level and the rough 
places a plain. And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together, for the Mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
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Man, it seems, has a way of building fences - probably with every good intention. Fences 
help us to see where the dangers are. But fences have another attribute … they obscure 
our vision of the “possible” and can restrict us from venturing outside to see what potential 
lies out there. 

If however, we never study the nature of the “danger”, then we will only know the fence. 

However, man also has the capacity to make these traditions a law unto themselves. And it 
is then that we do things that make no impression on GOD (YHVH) whatsoever, but which 
place an unbelievable burden on our fellow-man. 

The Torah / Word is a highway that should be pleasant to travel on. It is not without reason 
that the very next verse says:  

“Don’t add to or subtract from My WORD.”  

Deuteronomy 4:2 “You shall not add to the Word that I command you, nor take from it, 
that you may keep the Commandments of the LORD your God that I command you.” 

Most of the divisions and splits in the Body of Messiah occur because of man’s own 
interpretation of the Word and their willingness to fight to the bitter end for their 
denomination / view. A view often based on what “other” men have thought up and often is 
unsubstantiated by the Torah / Word. 

GOD (YHVH) wants us to know that He is in the business of gathering sheep. Sheep are 
the only animals that listen to the Shepherd’s Voice. Sheep should not listen to other 
sheep. Take note and listen to the Still Small Voice of GOD (YHVH)!   

Isaiah 40:9-11 “You who bring good news to Tziyon, get yourself up on a high mountain; 
you who bring good news to Yerushalayim, cry out at the top of your voice! Don’t be afraid 
to shout out loud! Say to the cities of Y’hudah, “Here is your God! Here comes Adonai 
ELOHIM with power, and His Arm will rule for Him. Look! His reward is with Him, and His 
recompense is before Him. He is like a Shepherd feeding His flock, gathering His lambs 
with His Arm, carrying them against His Chest, gently leading the mother sheep.” 

Does this not remind you of the incident where Y’shua (Jesus), waits for Peter the 
fisherman and then asks him; “do you love Me?”  

What is He Saying? - be caring, be compassionate, be just, reflect Me always. 

Have you thought that every discussion with the so-called-leaders of the day 
revolved around their interpretation and their fences?? 

Y’shua (Jesus) called them man-made traditions. (John 21.15-19) 
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And when He talks to Peter, all He wants him 
to understand is that the sheep are critically 
important.  

Please leave all of the man-made stuff and 
make sure that the sheep get the pure WORD 
of GOD (YHVH). 

   
Feed My lambs 
Tend My sheep 
Feed My sheep 

How can I be sure that I am a Son? 

One of the doubts that we all have is: Can GOD (YHVH) really love me? Am I really and 
truly part of the family? 

These questions become far more real: 

When I have really messed up and hurt people, 
When my self-image is so poor that I have no concept of the fact that someone 
would really love me. 

For this reason Moses wants these next generation believers to know, with absolute 
certainty, about who they are and about their son-ship, as heirs to the promises of the 
Covenant. 

He wants them to have faith in the faithfulness of GOD (YHVH). Moses speaks as if “we” 
also stood there and saw GOD (YHVH) Face-to-face. Moses tells us that “we” heard GOD 
(YHVH) say… and yet it’s entirely possible that many of these believers that stood there 
that day, had not yet been born. But Moses wants to connect them to Mount Sinai. So he 
says: “we also stood there”. 

If you had been born the day after Mount Sinai, you would be 38 years old, a five year old 
boy at the time (who would not remember much) would be 43 years old. This is so 
important for us, many of thousands of years later … we can also identify with the action of 
standing there and ‘hearing’ GOD (YHVH) speak - it does not have to be a ‘story’.  

In fact, it MUST not be just a story and because Moses makes this connection, you and I 
can also “feel” that we stood there ➛ in the Spirit. 
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Deuteronomy 4:39 “… know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, that the LORD is 
God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other. Therefore you shall 
keep His statutes and His Commandments, which I command you today, that it may go 
well with you and with your children after you, and that you may prolong your days in the 
land that the LORD your God is giving you for all time.” 

Deuteronomy 5:3-19 “ADONAI did not make this Covenant with our fathers, but with us 
— with us, who are all of us here alive today. ADONAI spoke with you Face to face from 
the fire on the mountain. At that time I stood between ADONAI and you in order to tell you 
what ADONAI was saying; because, on account of the fire, you were afraid and wouldn’t 
go up onto the mountain.” 

He said:  

Deuteronomy 5:6 “I am ADONAI your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
where you lived as slaves.”  

Deuteronomy 5:7 “You are to have no other gods before Me. You are not to make for 
yourselves a carved image or any kind of representation of anything in heaven above, on 
the earth beneath or in the water below the shoreline —  you are not to bow down to them 
or serve them; for I, ADONAI your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the 
sins of the parents, also the third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, but 
displaying grace to the thousandth generation of those who love Me and obey My mitzvot.”  

Deuteronomy 5:11-17 “You are not to misuse the Name of ADONAI your God, because 
ADONAI will not leave unpunished someone who misuses His Name. Observe the day of 
Shabbat, to set it apart as holy, as ADONAI your God ordered you to do. You have six 
days to labor and do all your work,  but the seventh day is a Shabbat for ADONAI your 
God. On it you are not to do any kind of work — not you, your son or your daughter, not 
your male or female slave, not your ox, your donkey or any of your other livestock, and not 
the foreigner staying with you inside the gates to your property — so that your male and 
female servants can rest just as you do. You are to remember that you were a slave in the 
land of Egypt, and ADONAI your God brought you out from there with a strong hand and 
an outstretched arm. Therefore ADONAI your God has ordered you to keep the day of 
Shabbat. Honor your father and mother, as ADONAI your God ordered you to do, so that 
you will live long and have things go well with you in the Land ADONAI your God is giving 
you. Do not murder. Do not commit adultery. Do not steal. Do not give false evidence 
against your neighbor.”  

Deuteronomy 5:21 “Do not covet your neighbor’s wife; do not covet your neighbor’s 
house, his field, his male or female slave, his ox, his donkey or anything that belongs to 
your neighbor.” 

So clearly Moses is speaking in a way that will reassure us, will comfort us, and will build 
“our” self-confidence that is needed to take on the task that lies ahead.  
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GOD (YHVH) gives us a Blueprint for living. We can know that a lifestyle patterned after 
these principles will be well pleasing to Him, but more importantly, will reflect His 
Attributes. Paul calls such a lifestyle ➛ the Fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

Moses makes it clear that we have two jobs: 

(1) Take the Land - and make / turn it into a place, where concepts of pure and holy are 
an integral part of our daily life. 

We are to remove all signs of pagan worship,  
We are to institute Holy Worship to GOD (YHVH),  
We are to live victoriously in the Land, so becoming an example that all other 
nations can know: 

- That GOD (YHVH) is in control;  
- And that we are blessed! 

Deuteronomy 6:1-2 “Now this is the mitzvah, the laws and rulings which ADONAI your 
God ordered me to teach you for you to obey in the Land you are crossing over to 
possess, so that you will fear ADONAI your God and observe all His regulations and 
mitzvot that I am giving you — you, your child and your grandchild — as long as you live, 
and so that you will have long life.” 

And 

(2) Build a legacy for the children. People who think legacy think long term.  
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Many years ago, in the early 1950’s, the Afrikaner people (a South African ethnic group) 
were extremely poor and disadvantaged. Many parents had been forced to go out to work 
in order to help their family after having to curtail their education. 

These parents made a decision that this would not happen again. They worked, took on 
second and third jobs, in order to make sure that their children made it to university. 

Thinking legacy is a sacrifice 

Deuteronomy 6:3-9 “Therefore listen, Isra’el, and take care to obey, so that things will go 
well with you, and so that you will increase greatly, as ADONAI, the God of your ancestors, 
promised you by giving you a Land flowing with milk and honey.” 

And then again in the following passage! 

Deuteronomy 6:4 “Sh’ma, Yisra’el! ADONAI Eloheinu, ADONAI echad [Hear, Isra’el! 
ADONAI our God, ADONAI is One]; and you are to love ADONAI your God with all your 
heart, all your being and all your resources. These words, which I am ordering you today, 
are to be on your heart; and you are to teach them carefully to your children. You are to 
talk about them when you sit at home, when you are traveling on the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up. Tie them on your hand as a sign, put them at the front of a 
headband around your forehead, and write them on the door-frames of your house and on 
your gates.” 

Let us look at the HEBREW WORDS of meaning: 

Strong’s 8150   
diligently

Sharpen as in sword, 
teach, 
to be pierced, 
to have sharp sayings.

Strong’s 6965
rise

To be established, 
valid, 
proven, fulfilled, make 
binding.

Strong’s 1696 
talk

To promise, 
to speak, 
to subdue, 
to entreat, 
to bring order.

Strong’s 7194 
bind

Robust, 
vigorous, 
bind up.

Strong’s 4327 
sit

Dwell, 
inhabit, 
to marry, 
to cause to abide.

Strong’s 226
sign

Distinguishing mark, 
ensign, 
miracle.

Strong's 1004 
home

Family, 
household, 
organized body, 
fortress, 
temple.

Strong’s 3027
hand

Strength, 
repetition, 
monument.

Strong’s 3212 
walk 

To life,
a manner of life.

Strong’s 2903
frontlet

Bands

�11



Take a good look at the meaning of these words … these words are the benchmark of a  
father / mother’s report card. How well did we do … did we reveal GOD (YHWH) attributes 
carefully, fully, or did we make up our own rules and laws?  

Behind each of these words (easily read), is a spiritual meaning that is BIG, e.g. have I 
taught the “EYES” of the people I mentor to see the world glamour, or have I opened their 
eyes to see into the spiritual dimension of the Heavenly Tabernacle. 

Preparing children for the future is a major task … it’s a life-long work. It requires a long-
term dedication. 

It requires an investment in hours / wisdom / love, for which the return on investment may 
only be seen long after you are gone. 

Let us now look at this passage in more detail. As we analyse the Hebrew words, we will 
see a whole new world of ideas opening up. 

The passage reads as if it is only about the physical domain, about sitting, walking and so 
on. 

Yet as we walk through all of the words, you will pick up on the concepts and 
precepts that speak to spiritual growth. 

Let us include some of these “other” words into the sentence and then see exactly what a 
father and mother who believe in legacy should be doing.  

If you look closely, you will see that whatever you role-model that is Godly: 
  

will cause your child to be distinguished from the rest of the people, by their 
spiritual insight and,  
their ability to enter the Gates of Heaven. 

Deuteronomy 6:6-9 “And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
You shall teach{promise} them diligently [have your tongue pierced so that you saying are 
as sharp as a sword} to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit [cause them to 
abide]in your house[ fortress], and when you walk {as a manner of life}by the way {morale 
character} and when you lie {lodge}down, and when you rise{established/proven}. You 
shall bind [vigourously} them as a sign{ as a distinguishing mark} on your hand[Monument} 
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.{fountain of spiritual faculty} You shall 
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.[meeting place/heaven}” 

Strong's 1870 
way

Path, 
journey, 
cause of life, 
morale character.

Strong’s 5860
eyes

Eyes, 
mental ability, 
spiritual faculty, 
fountain.

Strong's 7901
lie 

Lie down, 
lodge, 
point out, 
sexual.

Strong’s 8179
gates

Entrance, 
meeting place, heaven.
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I am sure that you will agree, we are challenged to think differently. Please don’t focus on 
the words that I choose to include.  

Make this a prayer point in your life. Ask the Holy Spirit which words are more relevant for 
your family. 

PARENTS NEED TO BUILD A VALUE SYSTEM 

Values / character is something that is born out of experience, from watching a parent 
respond in a Godly fashion to tribulations and trials in the wilderness times that we all go 
through from time to time.  

Our value system is determined when we choose to walk in faith and believe that GOD 
(YHVH) will make a way, or our value system is broken down when we choose, like so 
many of the Israelites, that it is better to complain / grumble. 

Character is moulded by consistency. A parent that is double-minded, who responds one 
way today and another tomorrow, creates confusion, uncertainty and division. 

Look at these groupings of character 
traits. I have put these together as they 
have common impact on others that we 
interface with. 

I do not think that it’s necessary to spend 
too much time defining each of these 
characteristics in detail. You will have 
some idea what is meant / understood by 
each one!!! 

Study each of these attributes and then 
ask yourself, if your child had to rate you 
out of 10 for each one of these character 
traits, where would you score? 

For any one of these that you earn less than 8 out of 10, you can be sure that your child 
will not be building the correct value system into his mindset / framework—and your plan 
to leave a legacy will be in ruins. 

(a) Trust / honesty / joy  
(b) Respect / tolerance 
(c) Responsibility / repentance  
(d) Righteousness / fairness / patience / charity 
(e) Gentleness / caring 
(f) Faithfulness / open-mindedness  
(g) Community / corporate citizen 
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Our character is made up of equal of parts of all of these attributes. It does not help to 
build on one or two only, and hope for the best. 

Leaders / Elders are those who walk in wisdom at all levels of character.  

A man of good character will leave a legacy. 

“ a good character is the best tombstone” 
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HAFTORAH  

The Haftorah is one that builds us up again … it gives us hope when circumstances seem 
to have overwhelmed us. 

Exile is not a pleasant experience. 
But it's not a permanent experience. 
GOD (YHVH) waits for us to repent, to return to the ancient paths. 

What a way to encourage us! 

He says - with whom do you think I AM equal? 

Isaiah 40:25 “With whom, then, will you compare Me? With whom am I equal?” asks the 
Holy One.”  

And because we know there is none - we know that He has the Power to restore us ➛ all 
we need is a willing heart. 

And as a father, who would not want to spend the rest of his years paving the way for his 
children? As soon as we understand legacy, we want to live for the next generation! 

But God is GOOD and  
He wants us to know, that even in the darkest of days … He Is with us. 

Words of COMFORT … 

Isaiah 40:1-2 “Comfort and keep comforting My people,” says your God. 2“Tell 
Yerushalayim to take heart; proclaim to her that she has completed her time of service, 
that her guilt has been paid off, that she has received at the Hand of ADONAI double for 
all her sins.”  

But note; it says, God says ➛ not He Said, 
This is critical. GOD (YHVH) is still saying it today. It is not to late to rebuild a 
legacy - it may never reach the potential that it could have; since you started late - 
but GODLY Legacy (whatever the size / value) is worth its weight in gold and,  
if my contribution to my family’s legacy is to plough the field and remove the 
stones so that the next generation can plant and harvest … what a privilege!  

Isaiah 40:3-5 “A voice cries out: “Clear a road through the desert for ADONAI! Level a 
highway in the ‘Aravah for our God! 4Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill 
lowered, the bumpy places made level and the crags become a plain. 5Then the glory of 
ADONAI will be revealed; all humankind together will see it, for the Mouth of ADONAI has 
spoken.”  
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A FINAL THOUGHT 

Those who know Y’shua (Jesus) and who have developed a credible character, will 
persevere to the end, with their end-goal to walk in obedience to the Will of GOD (YHVH).  

**NUGGET** GODLY Character stands the test of time … it may not have the beauty 
of the flower OR the butterfly, but it will NOT wither in the storms of life, because it’s 
based on the Faithfulness of GOD (YHVH). 

Isaiah 40:8 “The grass dries up, the flower fades; but the Word of our God will stand 
forever.”  

H. Jackson Brown once said; 

“Character is like a tree and reputation is like a shadow. 
The shadow is what we think of it, 

The tree is the real thing” 

And author unknown penned these words; 

“Watch your thoughts—they become words 
Watch your words—they become actions 
Watch your actions—they become habits 

Watch your habits - they become character 
Watch your character—it becomes your destiny” 

 Proverbs 22:1 “A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches.” 

Luke 23:50 “Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. 
He was a member of the council, a good and righteous man,”  

Acts 9:36 “Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means 
Dorcas. She was full of good works and acts of charity and favour is better than silver or 
gold.“ 

Romans 5:4 “ … and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,” 

Hebrew 6:17 “So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise 
the unchangeable character of His purpose, He guaranteed it with an oath,” 
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Priestly Blessing 
“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will 
bless them.” 

Numbers 6:24-27 

�   
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