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Parashah Re'eh | ראה | "See" 

Week 47 

ATONEMENT - SOMETHING DIFFERENT 

This week’s portion is from Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17; Isaiah 54:11-55:5; and John 
16:1-17:26. 

SUMMARY  

The portion contains the description of the blessing and curses - the Commandment that 
prescribes that we must worship GOD (YHVH) in the place where He places His Name.  

This is also a repeat of a number of Commandments that have been given previously 
during the wilderness journey.  

As we study this portion we see that many of the previous Commandments are repeated 
again.  

This begs the question—why? 

Is this necessary? In a sense, yes—it is a whole new generation that is standing here at 
the entrance to the Land. And after the previous generation failed so dismally, it would be 
important that the correct foundation is laid. 

Moses wants to make sure that they understand the spiritual significance of what they 
must do—it is not just about physically taking the Land.  

Although the taking of the Land will set the pattern for our spiritual journey, it is also critical 
that we: 

make a success of the physical task ahead and,  
that we make the connection between that which we do on earth and the 
corresponding spiritual reaction,  

so that we do not slide into ritual and legalistic deeds. 
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THE SACRIFICES  

Something is different in the telling of the story this time - and it is to be found in the 
instructions regarding the process of atonement. As we gain an understanding of this 
difference we will be able to discern what our role as priests are in the Order of 
Melchizedek. 

In Leviticus we are told about FIVE sacrifices: 

THREE voluntary sacrifices: 

Burnt offering (Leviticus 6:8-13) 
Grain offering  (Leviticus 6:14-23) 
Peace offering (Leviticus 7:11-21) 

And gifts / tithes / first-born offerings AND TWO obligatory sin sacrifices. 

1. The “hatat” sin offering, (Leviticus 6:24-30) or for example: 

Leviticus 4:13-31 “If the entire community of Isra’el inadvertently makes a mistake, with 
the assembly being unaware of the matter, and they do. The cohen is to dip his finger in 
the blood and sprinkle it seven times in the presence of ADONAI in front of the curtain. He 
is to put some of the blood on the horns of the altar before ADONAI, there in the tent 
of meeting… something against any of the mitzvot of ADONAI concerning things which 
should not be done, they are guilty. He must take the blood of this bull as offerings for 
inadvertent sin, for the sin offering … Thus the cohen will make atonement for them, 
and they will be forgiven.” 

2. The “asham” / trespass offering (Leviticus 
7:1-10) 

It now becomes interesting. Up until now we 
have looked at sin as a “private” matter—
something between GOD (YHVH) / man and 
possibly a brother. 

When however, we study the explanation of the 
Yom Kippur service, we get to understand the 
f o l l o w i n g , n a m e l y, b e c a u s e o f t h e 
uncleanness of the people, the Tabernacle 
is also found to be unclean. 

We have thought that our sin only affects us. 
Now we understand that sin has a corporate 
effect. The Yom Kippur offering requires the 
same blood offering as the inadvertent sin offering - there is a connection. 
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What the WORD seems to suggest is that the sin of the people (even though it is not 
premeditated sin), is somehow able to affect the Tabernacle simply because the 
Tabernacle stands in the midst of the people. 

Let us say this in New Testament terms: 

The heart of man is “reborn” and becomes the Tabernacle where GOD (YHVH)’s Spirit will 
dwell.  

If the physical man (the old man, the ego) - is involved in sin, then it implies that the inner 
spirit is contaminated. The image that is being reflected to the rest of the world speaks of a 
value system which does not match the Spirit of GOD (YHVH) - AND CONSEQUENTLY 
the image of the inner Tabernacle of GOD (YHVH) has been POLLUTED. 

Leviticus 16:16-17 “He will make atonement for the Holy Place because of the 
uncleannesses of the people of Isra’el and because of their transgressions — all their sins; 
and he is to do the same for the tent of meeting which is there with them right in the middle 
of their uncleannesses.  No one is to be present in the tent of meeting from the time he 
enters the Holy Place to make atonement until the time he comes out, having made 
atonement for himself, for his household and for the entire community of Isra’el.” 

WHAT DO WE LEARN HERE? 

Sin has two consequences. 

a) On the sinner himself 

What we see is that the sin will: 

Bring harm to the relationship between them and GOD (YHVH) and  
with their fellow-man, but will  
also be a hindrance for someone else who wishes to walk in victory. 

b) On the sanctuary 

We all (those who have accepted Messiah as Lord, and who decide to walk in obedience 
to the Commandments) make up a Tabernacle of Living Stones, with Y’shua as the Corner 
Stone.  

If any one of the Stones has sinned, and if there is 
no repentance, restitution, and restoration, then 
there will be impurity inside that Tabernacle.  

Keep in mind, sin is doing things that are forbidden 
but also not doing good deeds, for example, of 
loving your neighbour. Some sin is deeply hidden in 
the form of the desires of the “old man, or ego”.  
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Priests were human, and would have also had to deal with desires of position / power, and 
so forth. 

And said simply, if the Tabernacle is polluted, then GOD (YHVH)’s Presence will depart 
until there is a cleansing of the Tabernacle. 

The process of atonement of ‘sin’ therefore must account for, or deal with, both domains. 

The personal effect of sin on your life, and 
The effect of that same sin on the purity of the sanctuary. 

WHAT DOES IT SAY IN DEUTERONOMY ABOUT ATONEMENT? 

The Torah now turns to premeditated sin. In the example that I quote we see that there 
has been bloodshed and loss of life, but no one knows who is responsible. 

The leadership in the city cannot sit idly by…they need to take some action. 
And what we want to see is an acknowledgement that something has happened, that they 
make a declaration that they do not know anything about the matter, and that they bear 
witness that they are innocent. 

Deuteronomy 21:6-7 “All the leaders of the town nearest the murder victim are to wash 
their hands over the cow whose neck was broken in the Wadi. Then they are to speak up 
and say, ‘This blood was not shed by our hands, nor have we seen who did it.’ 

Deuteronomy 27:26-27 “A curse on anyone who does not confirm the words of this Torah 
by putting them into practice. All the people are to say, ‘Amen!’ 

Let us go back to the question that was raised earlier:  

What we would have noticed so far in the discussion about all of these offerings, it is 
clearly that only the “voluntary offerings” are being discussed!! 

**NUGGET!** If there is no “effect / consequence” of the sin on the Tabernacle (in 
other words – if the sin has been dealt with by repentance, AND if the wrong 
impression left on innocent bystanders from the community have been restored), 
then NO blood offering in the Tabernacle is required. 

We are called to a ministry of Holiness. GOD (YHVH) is saying: “I expect a new standard 
now that you are entering the Land.” 

�6



WE ARE TO BE A SET APART / HOLY NATION OF PRIESTS 

During the journey in the wilderness, we were learning what it meant to walk in GOD 
(YHVH)’s path of Holiness. We received detailed instruction on every aspect of daily life. 
We had no distractions and could focus on the Will of the Father.  

We were in a process of renewal. We were in the perfect position to ensure that we both 
heard GOD (YHVH) and did whatever He asked without fear of compromise. 

We are however, living in a world where there are many distractions, and some evil 
inclinations are ever present. What is different is that we have access to the power of the 
Holy Spirit. We have no excuse not to be able to succeed. 

As Paul would later write, we were still busy renewing our minds, (that process of learning 
to break down the thoughts / traditions of man, and follow GOD (YHVH) carefully) and 
dealing with the “old man” - that process of learning to submit to GOD (YHVH)’s program - 
so that we could build a vision of our potential, together with GOD (YHVH). 

It is an individual choice. We are free to decide what we would like to be. It all depends 
on you. You will recall that we recently discussed the story of Balaam and the donkey. In 
that portion I highlighted the fact that people tend to take detours “away from” the calling 
and path that GOD (YHVH) laid out for them. 

We have to choose:  

As Joshua would say: “As for me and my house, - we will serve the Lord.” 
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How much closer do you want to be to GOD (YHVH) or how much of the 
world system do you still want to embrace?  

And this is probably most people greatest fight. The “world” offers much, or so it seems—
but all of that is physical stuff. And it is not easy, as the spiritual rewards are not visible… 
so it is easy to be swayed by what the eyes / ears can sense. What we will realize in life is 
that “compromise” is the greatest sin as it starts us down a pathway that speedily leads 
away from GOD (YHVH). 

WHAT DOES A PRIEST OF A HOLY NATION DO UPON 
ENTERING THE LAND? 

We reign as those who live in the world, but not of the world. We are distinctly different, 
not through dress code, religious code, or the words that we say, but by our actions of 
visibly revealing a lifestyle of Godly attributes and thereby reflecting His Glory. 

There are many who would reflect their differences by the physical – for example: my 
dress code – but the Spiritual Kingdom only evaluates spiritual set-apartness. 

This is evidenced in deeds of worshipping GOD (YHVH) and loving my neighbour with a 
PURE HEART.  

1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, the King’s cohanim, a holy nation, a people for 
God to possess! Why? In order for you to declare the praises of the One who called you 
out of darkness into His wonderful Light.   

Revelation 1:6 Who has caused us to be a Kingdom, that is, cohanim for God, His Father 
— to Him be the glory and the rulership forever and ever. Amen.  

A study of this portion causes us to think about the “steps” that will take us towards the 
goal of being priests in GOD (YHVH)’s Living Stone Tabernacle. 

Many people will assume the role and the title, but will not walk through the path of 
“becoming” a priest. Can this be correct? 

In the Levite example we see that they had to be anointed, sanctified, and dressed for the 
role. Why would it not follow the same sort of pattern? 

1. The Mountain of Blessing and Curses 

We dedicate ourselves to a God with a proclamation that “we choose life”.   

Prophetic declarations are powerful TOOLS that are used to deeply etch a memory in the 
mind. The mind “takes” pictures of events and records these in the memory bank. Imagine 
the picture of the tribes gathered on the mountain—of the sacrifices made, of the WORDS 
of creative purpose that echo across that valley. 
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Years later, you will recall not only the bigger event, but unique details that only you could 
see from your vantage point   And precisely because you have that special memory, you 
can “stand and take courage” when tribulations come your way.  

Deuteronomy 11:26-30 “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse — 
the blessing, if you listen to the mitzvot of ADONAI your God that I am giving you today; 
and the curse, if you don’t listen to the mitzvot of ADONAI your God, but turn aside from 
the way I am ordering you today and follow other gods that you have not known. When 
ADONAI your God brings you into the Land you are entering in order to take 
possession of it, you are to put the blessing on Mount G’rizim and the curse on Mount 
‘Eival.  Both are west of the Yarden, in the direction of the sunset, in the land of the 
Kena‘ani living in the ‘Aravah, across from Gilgal, near the pistachio trees of Moreh 
 

The mountains stand as testimony that GOD (YHVH) has instructed us fully.  He gives us 
the opportunity to exercise our free will and make the choice to choose LIFE. 

Importantly, we start off at this mountain with a fresh start. On the mountain of curses, we 
will build an altar, of “whole” stones. 
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Deuteronomy 27:5 And there you shall build an altar to the LORD your God, an altar of 
stones. You shall wield no iron tool on them; you shall build an altar to the LORD your God 
of uncut stones. 

And we will set up a series of large stones which have been whitewashed, and on which 
we have written the “words” of the TORAH. As Stones in the Living Tabernacle, you 
too should have the Word of God written on your heart. 

Deuteronomy 27:2-3 And on the day you cross over the Jordan to the Land that the 
LORD your God is giving you, you shall set up large stones and plaster them with plaster.  
And you shall write on them all the words of this law, when you cross over to enter the 
Land that the LORD your God is giving you, a Land flowing with milk and honey, as the 
LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you. 

And offer burnt sacrifices to find atonement for any “sin” that remains uncovered from our 
past in the WILDERNESS. So even though we do not have the Tabernacle standing that 
day—we are cleansing the “spiritual heart” of man.  

And then we enter into our new position / being, of “a holy nation”. The term “holy nation” 
is NOT a title, or a ranking – it is a reflection of our moral character. 
  

Deuteronomy 27:9 Then Moses and the Levitical priests said to all Israel, “Keep silence 
and hear, O Israel: this day you have become the people of the LORD your God.  You 
shall therefore obey the Voice of the LORD your God, keeping His Commandments and 
His statutes, which I command you today.” 

**NUGGET!** The mountains of Gerizim and Ebal have a long history of connecting 
the children of Israel with the Land. They have moved from being strangers - to the 
stewards of the Land which belongs to YHVH. 
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This is the exact same spot where the city of Shechem would later be built and is also the 
place where Abraham would build his first altar—under the oak tree at Morech. 
 

  
  
Genesis 12:6 Avram passed through the Land to the place called Sh’khem, to the oak of 
Moreh. The Kena‘ani were then in the Land. ADONAI appeared to Avram and said, “To 
your descendants I will give this Land.” So he built an altar there to ADONAI, who had 
appeared to him. 

2. We choose to obey GOD (YHVH)’s Commandments 

Moses, Joshua, and Y’shua all ask the same question. 

This day - before you is a choice between Life and Death - PLEASE—choose life! 

It remains your choice at all times!   

Surprisingly, many people think that the “obligations” are onerous and that the world 
system is ‘free’. Yet history shows repeatedly, that the world system while advocating 
rights and democracy, has shown to bring forth more dictators, abusers of rights, slavery 
and misery that any one can imagine. The difference between those who have power and 
those who do not is so great, and nowhere will we find the institution of something like 
Jubilee. 
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Deuteronomy 11:27-28 “The blessing, if you listen to the mitzvot of ADONAI your God 
that I am giving you today; and the curse, if you don’t listen to the mitzvot of ADONAI your 
God, but turn aside from the way I am ordering you today and follow other gods that you 
have not known. 

Deuteronomy 13:4 “God is testing you, in order to find out whether you really do love 
ADONAI your God with all your heart and being. 

We cannot differentiate that which is holy (kadosh) from that which is unholy (tamei), 
unless we have some form of value system / benchmark / life standard. We call that the 
TORAH. 

Many people want to stand on Grace only. Grace is GOD (YHVH)’s gift to us, when we 
have repented from straying from His path. Unless you know where the boundary stones 
of the path are, how would you know where to walk. 

Every single physical Commandment can and must be transformed into a spiritual reality, 
for today’s times that will allow me to enter in and worship in the Living Stone Tabernacle. 

We choose blessing when we walk within the boundary of the Covenant.  
We choose curses when we deliberately turn away from the Covenant. 

3. We break down the high places of the pagan gods 

It is strange how the church today seems to only want to focus on grace - walking in faith. 
The illustration of taking the Land is a fundamental principle for GOD (YHVH)’s plans. 

Remember: GOD (YHVH) had promised them His Presence and His victory—this fact is 
replicated in the New Testament with Y’shua promising His Presence and victory. 

It is therefore logical that man must, in both the physical and the spiritual domain:  

Enter the Land, 
Engage, defeat and remove the enemy (put on the armour), 
Allot the Land (use the gifts that GOD (YHVH) has given you), 
Plant and produce a harvest (show the Fruit of the Holy Spirit), 
Appoint a King (make GOD (YHVH) King of your life and the country), 
Build a House of Prayer for all nations. 
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We are going to focus on going to war and dealing with all things that have become 
an idol. 
 

Ephesians 6:10-20 “Use all the armor and weaponry that God provides, so that you will 
be able to stand against the deceptive tactics of the Adversary. For we are not struggling 
against human beings, but against the rulers, authorities and cosmic powers governing 
this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realm. So take up every 
piece of war equipment God provides; so that when the evil day comes, you will be able 
to resist; and when the battle is won, you will still be standing. 

4. We keep the Feasts and bring our tithes at the place that GOD (YHVH) has 
chosen to put His Name spiritually 

The world sets up its ‘holidays’ - in most countries this would add up to anywhere between 
15-20 official days off. 

GOD (YHVH) only sets aside THREE Feasts and the Shabbat. And they are family affairs. 
Can you really think that this is too much to ask? 

Deuteronomy 12:5 “Rather, you are to come to the place where ADONAI your God will 
put His Name. He will choose it from all your tribes; and you will seek out that place, which 
is where He will live, and go there.   
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Deuteronomy 16:1 Observe the month of Aviv, and keep Pesach to ADONAI your God; 
for in the month of Aviv, ADONAI your God brought you out of Egypt at night.   

Proverbs 3:9-10 Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your 
produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. 

Luke 6:38 Give and you will receive gifts —the full measure, compacted, shaken together 
and overflowing, will be put right in your lap. For the measure with which you measure out 
will be used to measure back to you! 

5. We turn our ear to hear GOD (YHVH) call us to repent 

Sometimes we make wrong choices, knowingly. 
Sometimes we make choices which seem right but 
which are actually wrong.  

Often our choice, which may seem good for me, really 
hurts many others severely. As soon as we recognize 
our deviation off from GOD (YHVH)’s path we need to 
evaluate our course of action. 

We need to return to GOD (YHVH) if we want to walk in 
His Blessing. 

Isaiah 55:1-5 “All you who are thirsty, come to the 
water! You without money, come, buy, and eat! Yes, come! Buy wine and milk without 
money — it’s free! Why spend money for what isn’t food, your wages for what doesn’t 
satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and you will eat well, you will enjoy the fat of the Land. 
Open your ears, and come to Me; listen well, and you will live —  I will make an 
everlasting Covenant with you, the grace I assured David. I have given him as a witness 
to the peoples, a leader and lawgiver for the peoples. You will summon a nation you do 
not know, and a nation that doesn’t know you will run to you, for the sake of 
ADONAI your God, the Holy One of Isra’el, who will glorify you. 

6. We enjoy the intimacy of GOD (YHVH)  

We have built a Tabernacle of Living Stones. We now live a set-apart / Holy lifestyle. We 
walk in obedience to the Commandments. We serve in the Tabernacle under the 
leadership of Y’shua the Great High Priest. 

AND, if we maintain this walk of “holiness”, then we will only need to bring the 
voluntary offering. There can be no unclean / impure thoughts / acts / deeds within 
the boundary of the Living Stone Tabernacle. 

�14

!



HAFTORAH 

The purpose of sacrifices is to indicate to God and all others that you have heard and have 
chosen that you should live.  

Isaiah 55:3 “Open your ears, and come to me;  listen well, and you will live — I will make 
an everlasting Covenant with you, the grace I assured David.”  

The idea of ‘GOING’ towards God indicates a journey. 

If we have strayed from the path of righteousness, then we may need to search for the 
truth in places that are not close by. We are going to have to sort through man-made 
traditions and rules to find the ultimate truths.  

This journey REQUIRES SOMETHING DIFFERENT FROM THE EVERYDAY. Although 
the TORAH is as readily available as water, those who are thirsty need more refreshing. 

Consider this.. 

If we have strayed away from God’s plan—then the image of our lives reflects that of a 
broken building, a life turned away by trials and circumstances. 

The very moment that we bring a sacrifice, with a repentant heart, then God starts the 
process of rebuilding. 

Isaiah 54:11-14 “Storm-ravaged [city], unconsoled, I will set your stones in the finest way, 
lay your foundations with sapphires, make your windows shine with rubies, your gates with 
garnet, your walls with gemstones. All your children will be taught by ADONAI; your 
children will have great peace. In righteousness you will be established, far from 
oppression, with nothing to fear; far from ruin, for it will not come near you. “ 

Do you not long for a life where we are free from opposition…I understand that this is end-
time talk, but we can experience moments like this today—-if we are inside the Tabernacle 
made of LIVING STONES. 

We need to LIVE DIFFERENTLY. 

When we drink of the Torah—-as a thirsty man would, then we will grow in knowledge, 
understanding and wisdom, in applying God’s principles here on earth. 

The Haftorah portion challenges us to do deeds that match our word. 

Isaiah 58:7 “… sharing your food with the hungry, taking the homeless poor into your 
house, clothing the naked when you see them, fulfilling your duty to your kinsmen!”  

Isaiah 58:8 “Then your light will burst forth like the morning, your new skin will quickly 
grow over your wound; your righteousness will precede you, and ADONAI’s glory will 
follow you.” 
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Please note: 

The translation speaks of ‘sharing’ your food; but should read ➛ ‘bread’. 

This idea above creates the image that I take what I have and a give / send it to you. 

Let us look at the HEBREW WORDS of meaning: 

GOOD DEEDS are close by, in the community, in your home … BE DIFFERENT 

Strong’s  6536 
parac

to divide, break in two 
(Qal) to break, break up/to split /to distribute, 
(Hiphil) to be divided
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A FINAL THOUGHT 

Those who choose this lifestyle, who accept that they are Priests of the Living GOD 
(YHVH), will see HIS POWER AND HIS GLORY. 

WE ARE NOT DRAGGED TO THE WATER OF THE WORD! 

Isaiah 55:1 “All you who are thirsty, come to the water! You without money, come,  buy, 
and eat! Yes, come! Buy wine and milk  without money — it’s free!  

We chose to submit to the lifestyle of a set-apart people. 

NUGGET The lesson for us today is this—if you are under pressure from the world 
system, from compromise, with the consequence that you could end up doing 
something that you would regret, then DRAG YOURSELF AND THE ISSUE TO 
THE TORAH and let the WATER OF THE TORAH WASH OVER YOU. 

Psalm 63:1-4 “O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek You; my soul thirsts for You; my 
flesh faints for You, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. So I have looked 
upon You in the sanctuary, beholding Your power and glory. Because Your steadfast love 
is better than life, my lips will praise You. So I will bless You as long as I live; in Your Name 
I will lift up my hands.” 

Priestly Blessing 
“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will 
bless them.” 

Numbers 6:24-27 
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