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Parashah Ki Tavo | כי תצא | "When you come in"  

Week 50 

AN ALTAR OF PURITY, ETHICS AND LOVE IS THE SYMBOL OF A 
RENEWED COVENANT 

This portion covers Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8; Isaiah 60:1-22; and Matthew 13:1-23; Acts 
28:17-31; and Romans 11:1-15. 

Summary 

The portion covers three main themes: 

The principle of First-Fruits. 
The ceremony of building an altar of stones on entering the Land. 
The ceremony on the mountains, where the people hear the words of the blessings 
and curses as was spoken by Moses in the land of Moab. 

We begin this portion with a word-picture that details how an ALTAR of stones is to be 
built. And we will perform this ceremony on the day that we enter the Land. 

We see that they are large stones. 
We see that they will be plastered white. 
We see that the WORD of GOD (YHVH) will be written on them. 
We see that we must make an offering on this Altar.  

We see a ceremony in the physical, that must have an equal opposite in the spiritual 
domain. We should therefore look at this ALTAR carefully. It has its place at the very 
beginning of our walk into the Promised Land. And these are LARGE stones. 

Recently Amanda and I visited the town of Ritzpe Ramon in the Negev. The following 
images shows the sorts of large stones that you find there. 
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So let us return to these stones that we put down on entering the Land … why do you 
think they are there? 

Maybe it is a sign for the enemy to say – we have arrived. Maybe it’s a memorial for you 
and I, as we look back on our journey, we can see the symbol of our freedom and the 
Promises of GOD (YHVH). 

Deuteronomy 27:2-8 “When you cross the Yarden to the land ADONAI your God is giving 
you, you are to set up large stones, put plaster on them, and, after crossing over, 
write this Torah on them, every word — so that you can enter the land ADONAI your 
God is giving you, a land flowing with milk and honey, as ADONAI, the God of your 
ancestors, promised you. When you have crossed the Yarden, you are to set up these 
stones, as I am ordering you today, on Mount ‘Eival; and put plaster on them. There you 
are to erect an altar to ADONAI your God, an altar made of stones. You are not to use 
any iron tool on them, but are to build the altar of ADONAI your God of uncut stones; and 
you are to offer burnt offerings on it to ADONAI your God. Also you are to sacrifice peace 
offerings, eat there and be joyful in the presence of ADONAI your God. You are to write on 
the stones all the words of this Torah very clearly.” 

These stones are also to be found in the desert. It is good for you and I to pay a visit to 
sites such as this. We can stand there, touch the stones and in a sense, connect with the 
people who put them in place. 

Part of our future vision is focused on the Living Stone Tabernacle, but it is rooted in these 
stones planted in the soil of Israel. We need our feet on the ground, to ensure that we live 
by making a difference in the community, while we connect with the worship and praises 
that reach to Heaven. 

As I stand next to this ALTAR, I am challenged to think about: 

How firm are my feet planted inside of the Covenant? 
How sure am I that the Torah is printed on my heart? 

HOW MUCH OF A LEGACY WILL MY LIFE REVEAL? 

We are a redeemed people, entering a Land of Promise and a Land of Covenant. We have 
to cleanse the Land, and then take possession, before we erect the House of Prayer for all 
nations, that will become GOD (YHVH)’s Dwelling Place. 

GOD (YHVH)’s Word will be revealed not in the sacrifices in the Tabernacle, but by our 
daily actions in the streets of the city of Jerusalem and every other city in the world, on 
the fields of the Land and on the Sea of Galilee.  

While my worship to GOD (YHVH) is evidenced in the Tabernacle, the Torah is made up of 
deeds of loving my neighbour that reflect the Glory of GOD (YHVH) to the rest of the 
world.  
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PLEASE, make sure that you do not enter into the kind of thinking that we see revealed to 
us in the story of the Good Samaritan … the moment when we separate people (on 
whatever basis) into those that we will engage with and those that we will not, then we 
have become the Levite that walks past the wounded and the hurt.  

This story, I suggest, is played out daily in this world today … not only by those who refuse 
to see all people as equal, but also by those who attempt to force believers to publicly 
accept values that we do not find written into the Torah. 

GOD (YHVH)’s END-TIME VISION 

Man’s words either fall short when we try to describe this end-time vision or else we seem 
to have these terrifying end-time prophetic images. GOD (YHVH) however, gives the 
prophet Isaiah a vision, which he records for us. 

I will take / highlight individual verses from this passage that bring to light some of this 
glorious vision. This end-time vision speaks of man raising his eyes to see the light 
through the darkness. It will be dark, but we shall see and it will be radiant. 

The end-times are an opportunity for you and I to be reflecting the Glory of GOD (YHVH). 

Isaiah 60:1-22 “Arise, shine [Yerushalayim], for your light has come, the glory of 
ADONAI has risen over you.  For although darkness covers the earth and thick darkness 
the peoples; on you ADONAI will rise; over you will be seen His glory. Nations will go 
toward your light and kings toward your shining splendor. Raise your eyes and look 
around: they are all assembling and coming to you; your sons are coming from far off, your 
daughters being carried on their nurses’ hips. Then you will see and be radiant, your 
heart will throb and swell with delight; for the riches of the seas will be brought to you, 
the wealth of nations will come to you. Caravans of camels will cover your land, young 
camels from Midyan and ‘Eifah, all of them coming from Sh’va, bringing gold and 
frankincense, and proclaiming the praises of ADONAI. All the flocks of Kedar will be 
gathered for you, the rams of N’vayot will be at your service;  
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they will come up and be received on My altar, as I glorify My glorious House. Who are 
these, flying along like clouds, like doves to their dovecotes? The coastlands are putting 
their hope in Me, with the ‘Tarshish’ ships in the lead, to bring your children from far away, 
and with them their silver and gold, for the sake of ADONAI your God, the Holy One of 
Isra’el, who glorifies you. Foreigners will rebuild your walls, their kings will be at your 
service; for in My anger I struck you, but in My mercy I pity you.  Your gates will always 
be open, they will not be shut by day or by night, so that people can bring you the 
wealth of nations, with their kings led in procession. For the nation or kingdom that won’t 
serve you will perish; yes, those nations will be utterly destroyed. 13 The glory of the 
L’vanon will come to you, cypresses together with elm trees and larches, to beautify the 
site of my sanctuary —  I will glorify the place where I stand. The children of your 
oppressors will come and bow low before you, all who despised you will fall at your 
feet, calling you the city of ADONAI, Tziyon of the Holy One of Isra’el. 15 In the past 
you were abandoned and hated, so that no one would even pass through you; but now I 
will make you the pride of the ages, a joy for many generations. You will drink the milk of 
nations, you will nurse at royal breasts and know that I, ADONAI, am your Savior, that I 
am the Mighty One of Ya‘akov. 17  For bronze I will bring you gold, for iron I will bring 
you silver, bronze in place of wood, and iron in place of stones. I will make shalom your 
governor and righteousness your taskmaster. Violence will no longer be heard in 
your land, desolation or destruction within your borders; instead, you will call your 
walls Salvation and your gates Praise. 19  No more will the sun be your light by day, nor 
will moonlight shine on you; instead ADONAI will be your light forever and your God 
your glory. No longer will your sun go down; your moon will no longer wane; for ADONAI 
will be your light forever; your days of mourning will end. All your people will be 
tzaddikim; they will inherit the land forever; they will be the branch I planted, My 
handiwork, in which I take pride. The smallest will grow to a thousand, the weakest will 
become a mighty nation. I, ADONAI, when the right time comes, will quickly bring it 
about.” 

I realise that I have listed many scriptures for you to read. I would encourage you to read 
these over and over again.  

We should NOT write this off as something that will happen at some future point in 
time. 
We should try to imagine how that is applicable today. 

**NUGGET!** You see, we must exchange our fear of the future with an expectation 
that we will live in the fullness of His GLORY. 

OUR CALLING TODAY 

We are to cause others to be jealous of our Covenant relationship. They must see a 
people who are serving GOD (YHVH) with JOY, with no legalism in sight, with our light 
burning with the Oil of the Torah - they should see a free renewed man. 

We should be making others jealous, showing them the Glory of GOD (YHVH). 
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Paul tells us clearly that the Israelites have been cut off for a time – (and that’s entirely in 
GOD (YHVH)’s Hands and control). We understand that the Gentiles have been given an 
opportunity to serve GOD (YHVH) and to live in a manner that will cause the Israelites to 
become jealous and to return to their foundation and roots within the natural olive. 

Gardener’s view 

Ordinarily, in farming, one 
would graft a natural olive into 
a wild olive. The wild olive has 
the strongest roots, can adapt, 
can live with poor quality water 
and extremes of climate. They 
just don’t make good fruit - 
while the natural olive has 
been cultivated to produce 
good quality fruit. 

GOD (YHVH) turns the order 
around. GOD (YHVH) is 
saying - I do not need those 
qualities from you. 

I have a better root system, it is called the flow of revelation from the Throne. 
I have a better source of water, it’s called the Torah. 
I have a better weather system, it’s called the Wind of the Holy Spirit. 
I have a better field in which to be planted, it’s called the Living Stone Tabernacle. 

And then GOD (YHVH) says: “if you are grafted in, you will produce the FRUIT of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Clearly we have a ministry, not of promoting a religion, but of living a standard that 
shows that we are Sons / Daughters of Abraham and that we do the works of 
Abraham, by loving our neighbour. We are to make others jealous - we do not 
promote hatred nor show any form of superiority.  

(By the way, how do you think that GOD (YHVH) feels about every act / word of anti-
Semitism that occurs all over the world, all of the time? And how do you think He feels 
about it when we choose to remain silent in moments like that?) 

Romans 11:1-6 “In that case, I say, isn’t it that God has repudiated His people?” 
Heaven forbid! For I myself am a son of Isra’el, from the seed of Avraham, of the tribe of 
Binyamin. God has not repudiated His people, whom He chose in advance. Or don’t you 
know what the Tanakh says about Eliyahu? He pleads with God against Isra’el, “ADONAI, 
they have killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I’m the only one left, 
and now they want to kill me too!” But what is God’s answer to him?  
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“I have kept for Myself seven thousand men who have not knelt down to Ba‘al.” It’s 
the same way in the present age: there is a remnant, chosen by grace. (Now if it is 
by grace, it is accordingly not based on legalistic works; if it were otherwise, grace 
would no longer be grace.) In that case, I say, isn’t it that they have stumbled with the 
result that they have permanently fallen away?” Heaven forbid! Quite the contrary, it is by 
means of their stumbling that the deliverance has come to the Gentiles, in order to provoke 
them to jealousy. Moreover, if their stumbling is bringing riches to the world — that is, if 
Isra’el’s being placed temporarily in a condition less favored than that of the Gentiles is 
bringing riches to the latter — how much greater riches will Isra’el in its fullness bring 
them! “However, to those of you who are Gentiles I say this: since I myself am an emissary 
sent to the Gentiles, I make known the importance of my work in the hope that somehow I 
may provoke some of my own people to jealousy and save some of them!  For if their 
casting Yeshua aside means reconciliation for the world, what will their accepting Him 
mean? It will be life from the dead!” 

WE NEED CIRCUMCISED HEARTS AND SEED IN “GOOD” GROUND 

In Matthew 13 Y’shua teaches in the form of a parable about seed that must fall into 
good ground. He teaches about the parable about good seed, but make sure that He 
highlights the facts about exactly where the seed falls.  

Along-side the path, rocky patches, among the thorns, and good ground. One might 
argue that where the seed falls, is more in the hands of the sower that the choice of the 
seed. 

We are the sower … we can make choices!! GOD (YHVH) places good seed in our 
hearts ➛ the Commandments that lead to blessing.  

We choose where we wish to have our seed to be sown!!  

One of the calamities of our day, is that believers tend to think that the “seed” is only the 
WORD of God … so it becomes a matter of: 

how good am I at speaking at conferences,  
how carefully are my words crafted together to get people to commit,  
how much emotion can I build so that people will be moved  

…rather than a Body whose ‘WORKS OF OBEDIENCE’ bring life to the community that 
we serve! 

The real “seed” are deeds of goodness, kindness, patience and so on, that are given by 
man - with a circumcised heart ➛ to his fellow-man. 

Matthew 13:18-23 “So listen to what the parable of the sower means. Whoever hears the 
message about the Kingdom, but doesn’t understand it, is like the seed sown along the 
path — the Evil One comes and seizes what was sown in his heart. The seed sown on 
rocky ground is like a person who hears the message and accepts it with joy at once, but 
has no root in himself.  
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So he stays on for a while; but as soon as some trouble or persecution arises on account 
of the message, he immediately falls away. Now the seed sown among thorns stands for 
someone who hears the message, but it is choked by the worries of the world and the 
deceitful glamor of wealth, so that it produces nothing. However, what was sown on rich 
soil is the one who hears the message and understands it; such a person will surely bear 
fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 

The Israelites (in the physical) are a prime example of this parable in action - which is 
possibly why they were unhappy with Him.  

His answer tells it all: it is your choice - whether you want to stand on the mountain of 
curses or the mountain of blessing.  
 

The question is going to be: are your ears and eyes open to the truth? 

Matthew 13:14-15 “That is, in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Yesha‘yahu which says, 
‘You will keep on hearing but never understand, and keep on seeing but never 
perceive, because the heart of this people has become dull — with their ears they barely 
hear, and their eyes they have closed, so as not to see with their eyes, hear with their 
ears, understand with their heart, and do t’shuvah, so that I could heal them.” 
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Seed in good ground forms an ALTAR of blessing 

If we want to live in the world of blessing, then we need to build an ALTAR of the STONES 
that form our daily live.  

Each and every action that we take in the physical that reflects to the wider community of 
the world, the attributes / Glory of GOD (YHVH), creates a Stone (memorial) that remains 
standing in the minds of those who witness that action. 

Those stones have the TORAH / WORD inscribed all over them when people witness your 
action of “loving the neighbour”.  

Importantly, those actions create a platform for you to live to your POTENTIAL but also to 
live in VICTORY. 

Daily we leave our homes (a Tabernacle of SHALOM) and go out (the terminology for 
going to war) into the world.  

Here we face all manner of attack from temptations, to the lure of material gain / power, 
to opposition of the likes of the Amalekite of today. 

There is a long list of blessing and curses. Many people try to make this into a list of do’s 
and don’ts, and make this a “work”. Suffice to say –Y’shua says His yoke is light. And 
He says that we are blessed if we hear this and then respond by taking action. 

Matthew 13:16-17 “But you, how blessed are your eyes, because they see, and your ears, 
because they hear! Yes indeed! I tell you that many a prophet and many a tzaddik longed 
to see the things you are seeing but did not see them, and to hear the things you are 
hearing but did not hear them.” 

So let us simplify this into an ALTAR with three (3) stones. 

I suggest that if you go through life with these THREE stones in mind and you take the 
time to evaluate each and every action that you are about to embark on against these 
norms, then you will have an easy-to-use barometer to measure whether your proposed 
decision is good or bad. 

I have allocated the blessing and curses (being negative actions that destroy a stone), 
under each of my “stones” you are more than welcome to rearrange these as you see fit.  
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The point that I make is that a GODLY lifestyle was a requirement in the wilderness 
tabernacle and is a requirement in the Tabernacle of LIVING STONES. 

(a) PURITY 
- Deuteronomy 27:15, 21, 24, 26 
- Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 6, 8, 9-10 

(b) ETHICS 
- Deuteronomy 27:17, 19, 25,  
- Deuteronomy 28:5, 7, 12, 13-14 

(c) LOVE  
- Deuteronomy 27:16, 18, 20, 22, 23 
- Deuteronomy 28: 3-4, 11 

Let us look at a chiastic structure for the blessings: 

Economic success v3 (a) 
Fertile soil v3 (b) 
Fertility of humans v4 
Abundance of food v5 
Military success v6 
Military success v7 
Abundance of food v8 
Fertility of humans v11 
Fertile soil 
Economic success v12(b) -13 

It’s not surprising that Y’shua speaks so often about seed / harvest and First Fruits. If you 
think back, you will realize that Adam and Eve had the full potential of all of the fruit in the 
Garden, except one. 

The snake entered and with deception, tricked them to make the wrong choice … to eat of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Importantly, the snake was after the fruit ➛ the 
fruit was the symbol of life, of connectedness with GOD(YHVH), of GOD (YHVH)’s 
provision for mankind. 

It's exactly when man takes that which GOD (YHVH) made and CLAIMS IT AS HIS OWN, 
that we have allowed the snake to enter into our Garden. 

Man took what was not his to take.  

GOD (YHVH) gives us the opportunity to make use of the talents / gifts / potential that He 
has placed within us. Man needs to acknowledge that these “talents” are NOT his. 
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And that is why we need to bring a First Fruit offering! 

Every-time that we bring a First Fruit offering we are “reversing the curse” from the 
Garden of Eden” 

Deuteronomy 26:10-11 “Therefore, as you see, I have now brought the firstfruits of 
the Land which You, ADONAI, have given me. You are then to put the basket down 
before ADONAI your God, prostrate yourself before ADONAI your God, and take joy in all 
the good that ADONAI your God has given you, your household, the Levi and the foreigner 
living with you.” 

Seed that falls into poor ground forms a harvest of curses. The structure set out 
below, really says it all.  Our choices are of vital importance. Things that appear “good 
and wholesome” are often rotten to the core. 

Our EGO more than often will seek the accolades and the rewards that this world offers, 
with no guarantee of the consequences. These consequences are BACK TO EGYPT - TO 
SLAVERY. And we get there by boat—we do not have to walk. 

For that reason we need to build “fences”. We need to set up a measure of 
protection in trying times. 

Find someone with values who will mentor you, 
Find some really good friends who care enough about you to be honest with you, 
Find a good marriage partner (husband / wife), and always make long-term 
decisions together, in unity. 

Let us look at a chiastic structure that highlights the consequence of curses. There is 
progression of hardship that should indicate to you that something is NOT in alignment 
with GODS (YHVH)’s Will.  

I would suggest that the churches simplistic belief that everything is automatically restored 
as soon as you return, is also challenged by this same verse - I suggest that the road back 
from exile is a difficult one. 

�12



As an example … the Israelites return to the Land ➛ not all - only about 42 000 of them:  
the current inhabitants of the area DO NOT LIKE THEM 
the walls of the city are broken down and must be rebuilt 
the temple has been destroyed and must be rebuilt 
The Biblical lifestyle has been destroyed and the priests must reintroduce the Feasts, 
worship and so on. 

It take time to regain ground lost … 

Crop failure - drought v23-24 
Defeat before enemy   v25-26 
Inflammation – boils v27 
Insanity / blindness v28-29(a) 
Abused / and robbed v29(b) 
OPPRESSION v30-33(a) 
Abused and robbed v33(b) 
Insanity / crazy v34 
Inflammation - boils v35 
Exile v36-37 
Crop destruction - pests v38-42 

HAFTORAH 

As a Living Stone Tabernacle we should reveal the Body of Messiah as a victorious 
BRIDE. 

It stands to reason that the VISIBLE evidence of the Covenant should be seen … we 
should NOT be focused on legalistic action / ritual, but should have a modern day 
EQUIVALENT application of the principle of each Commandment in place. 

In addition, the broader community should witness the FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT as we move 
among the people. 

In the next verse we see an end time prophecy - there will be a day when the Light / Glory 
of GOD (YHVH) will be revealed permanently. 

Yet there is something about this verse that talks to us today. 

It is getting darker and darker in the world today - humanistic laws that are anti-Bible, anti-
Semitic is on the rise, corruption that has become commonplace and an acceptable norm, 
and a blatant disregard for justice … property taken without compensation. 

Surely this is the time for ONE PHASE of the ingathering of God (YHVH)’s People? 
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Isaiah 60:1-2 “Arise, shine [Yerushalayim], for your light has come, the glory of ADONAI 
has risen over you. For although darkness covers the earth and thick darkness the 
peoples; on you ADONAI will rise; over you will be seen His glory.”   

Surely it is time to set a new standard.  

While we may continue to walk in a measure of darkness until the Messiah returns, surely 
the LIGHT in the Tabernacle of Living Stones should at least be strong enough to guide 
some people home. It is true, we can stumble in the dark, as our vision will not be prefect, 
but we should try. 

1 Corinthians 13:12 “For now we see obscurely in a mirror, but then it will be face to face. 
Now I know partly; then I will know fully,  just as God has fully known me.”  

WE NEED VISION OF THE COVENANT  

Unless we have a vision of the extent, magnitude, glory, and blessing of the Covenant, we 
will struggle to reach our potential in ethics / love and any other Biblical value. 

Isaiah 60:22 “The smallest will grow to a thousand, the weakest will become a mighty 
nation. I, ADONAI, when the right time comes,  will quickly bring it about.”  

WE NEED TO DEVELOP LEADERSHIP 

Unless you accept the responsibility and the accountability of living a righteous lifestyle, 
of being the good samaritan, of doing good deeds and so on, and go out and DO IT, 
irrespective of what others think of you, you will not reveal the renewed Covenant. 

Isaiah 60:15 “In the past you were abandoned and hated, so that no one would even pass 
through you; but now I will make you the pride of the ages, a joy for many generations.”  

GOD (YHVH)’S TIME 

Yes, the final words of this portion tell us everything 
will happen in GOD (YHVH)’s own Time and that the 
end-time promises!! 

Isaiah 60:22 “I, ADONAI, when the right time comes, 
will quickly bring it about.” 

But … you and I were placed on earth as a ‘TIME 
SUCH AS THIS’ 

What does GOD (YHVH) expect you to do in your life time? 
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A FINAL THOUGHT 

WE ARE A TABERNACLE OF LIVING STONES 

We started with the description of the building of a 
physical ALTAR. We end with the description of the 
building of the spiritual ALTAR. The end-time 
Tabernacle, made up of Living Stones serves and 
worships, in the spiritual realm, at the Feet of 
Y’shua - the Great High Priest in the Order of 
Melchizedek. 

Simply the question for you are this: 

Are you a Living Stone? 
Are you “plastered” (just as the stones were 
c o v e r e d i n w h i t e ) i n t h e r o b e o f 
Righteousness? 

Is your heart circumcised with all of the 
Words of GOD (YHVH)? 
Are you connected to the stone next to 
you? 
Are you experiencing the Blessing and the 
Victory promised? 
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Priestly Blessing 
“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will 
bless them.” 

Numbers 6:24-27 
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