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Parashah Nitzavim | הוא הלך| “Standing & 
Vayelech | עומד | “He went” 

Week 51 & 52 

This portion covers Deuteronomy 29:9-31:30; Isaiah 61:10-63:9; Hosea 14:2-10, Micah 
7:18-20 and Romans 9:30-10:13; Hebrews 12:14-15; 13:5-8. 

Summary 

Moses speaks to a future generation that will also be standing in a wilderness in their time 
and he says to them that they must choose LIFE! 

Moses makes a number of end-time prophetic utterances. More importantly, he 
makes sure we understand that GOD (YHVH) is an all-inclusive GOD (YHVH) and 
that every future generation will face the exact same choices that the first 
generation did. 
Moses starts off with the prophetic declaration and ends with a promise. 
Joshua is appointed as the new leader that will take them on to the final destination. 

We are also to read the TORAH once every 7 years at the Feast of Tabernacles! 

CHOOSE LIFE  

1. We are ALL EQUAL. 

How important is this statement! 

There are those who would say that only certain people are acceptable, that the Jews are 
lost because they rejected Y’shua / Jesus; that women are not allowed to be at the 
Western Wall or say their prayers there, and so the list goes on. How many times have I 
been told that a woman should not be allowed to preach to men? 

Without doubt, fear drives much of the 
desire to be exclusive or better than 
someone  else.  And following shortly on its 
heels is the attitude of pride that puffs some 
up to be more important than others. 

It doesn’t matter how much we may say ‘we 
are all equal’. The world system works on a 
CLASS system: those who rule have more 
privilege that those who don’t.  

How is it possible in today’s age of 
humanism that we still do not find equal pay 
for equal work … especially in regard to women? 
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Deuteronomy 29:10-15 “Today you are standing, all of you, before ADONAI your God — 
your heads, your tribes, your leaders and your officers — all the men of Isra’el, along with 
your little ones, your wives and your foreigners here with you in your camp, from the one 
who chops your wood to the one who draws your water. The purpose is that you 
should enter into the Covenant of ADONAI your God and into His oath which ADONAI your 
God is making with you today, so that He can establish you today for Himself as a people, 
and so that for you He will be God — as He said to you and as He swore to your 
ancestors, to Avraham, Yitz’chak and Ya‘akov. 13   But I am not making this Covenant and 
this oath only with you. Rather, I am making it both with him who is standing here with us 
today before ADONAI our God and also with him who is not here with us today.” 
  
Look how inclusive this list of people is, as GOD (YHVH) chooses to describe EQUALITY.  

Can you see that the list includes the grandest of people to the least of people, from the 
children of Israel, to the “stranger”. 

The only criterion that is applicable is that you must have a circumcised heart and be a 
follower / servant of the KING OF kings. While this list defines those who are part of the 
Body of Messiah, all others (non-believers) would be equal in all respects with regard to 
their position in the world system. 

EVERY SINGLE ONE STANDS BEFORE GOD (YHVH) … WE ARE ALL EQUAL!! 
 
  

2. This prophetic word is NOT ONLY for those of us living NOW, but ALSO FOR ALL 
FUTURE GENERATIONS 

The first generation died out in the wilderness. Moses is speaking to the next generation 
… many of whom were not even born at the time of the meeting with GOD (YHVH) at 
Mount Sinai. Yet he speaks “as if they were standing there” AND he then goes on to say: 
“These words and this meeting with GOD (YHVH) are relevant and real for all “FUTURE” 
generations that will come.” 
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Deuteronomy 29:13 “But I am not making this Covenant and this oath only with you.  
Rather, I am making it both with him who is standing here with us today before 
ADONAI our God and also with him who is not here with us today. For you know how 
we lived in the land of Egypt and how we came directly through the nations you passed 
through.”   

This is a powerful statement. It takes the events that are GOD-Inspired and makes them 
relevant to every single generation that is to come. It is not a story from our past; it is a 
living experience for all who has their spirits tuned into GOD (YHVH)’s HEART. 

3. Moses tells us that we will struggle to circumcise our hearts, willingly. 

His prophetic word rings out with hope - GOD (YHVH) loves us so much that He will 
always keep knocking at the door and there will come a day when HE, not man on his 
own, but GOD (YHVH) will do this mighty work of Circumcising our hearts.  

Our ‘old man’ continues to seek its own glory; or we remain afraid of our peers; or else we 
do just not have the perseverance to push through and make the changes needed. We 
remain human. We remain the old Adam.  

But GOD (YHVH) wants to have a renewed heart.   
 

Do we understand how? … No. 

But GOD (YHVH) says that He will pour pure water over us. Our minds / hearts and 
souls will “see / hear” the clear WORD of GOD (YHVH) and be changed.

Deuteronomy 30:6 “Then ADONAI your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of 
your children, so that you will love ADONAI your God with all your heart and all your being, 
and thus you will live.”   

�5



Jeremiah 31: 31-34 “Here, the days are coming,” says ADONAI, “when I will make a 
new Covenant with the house of Isra’el and with the house of Y’hudah. It will not be 
like the Covenant I made with their fathers on the day I took them by their hand and 
brought them out of the land of Egypt; because they, for their part, violated My Covenant, 
even though I, for My part, was a Husband to them,” says ADONAI. “For this is the 
Covenant I will make with the house of Isra’el after those days,” says ADONAI: “I will put 
My Torah within them and write it on their hearts; I will be their God, and they will be 
my people.  No longer will any of them teach his fellow community member or his brother, 
‘Know ADONAI’; for all will know Me, from the least of them to the greatest; because I will 
forgive their wickednesses and remember their sins no more.” 

Ezekiel 36:24-28 “For I will take you from among the nations, gather you from all the 
countries, and return you to your own soil. Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and 
you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your uncleanness and from all your idols. I 
will give you a new heart and put a new spirit inside you; I will take the stony heart 
out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  
I will put My Spirit inside you and cause you to live by My laws, respect My rulings 
and obey them. You will live in the Land I gave to your ancestors. You will be My people, 
and I will be your God.” 

4. Moses pleads with us ➛ CHOOSE LIFE! 

John tells us that if we say that we are Sons of Abraham, but fail to KEEP the 
Commandments, then we are liars!! 
  
Every single case where Y’shua / Jesus describes our future position in Him, He talks 
about a walk of obedience. Nowhere in Scripture do we see that this walk equals sonship 
in the sense that we merely just inherit it.  

But the walk is equal to the reflection of a son honouring and doing what his Father asks.  

Life is therefore a function of being a part of the family.  

This is clearly what Moses refers to when he says, choose life — he says be a part of the 
family, i.e. the Body of Messiah. 

The Prodigal Son 

Death is therefore a function of being in rebellion to the order of the family. Nowhere is this 
more clearly described for us than in the story of the two brothers … taking your 
inheritance, leaving home, wasting your life - means that we choose death.  

Walking in obedience means coming back into the position of a son / daughter of the 
Covenant. 

1 John 2:2-6 “Also, He is the kapparah for our sins — and not only for ours, but also for 
those of the whole world. 3 The way we can be sure we know Him is if we are obeying His 
Commands. Anyone who says, “I know Him,” but doesn’t obey His Commands is a liar — 
the truth is not in Him. But if someone does what He says, then truly love for God has 
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been brought to its goal in Him. This is how we are sure that we are united with Him. A 
person who claims to be continuing in union with Him ought to conduct his life the 
way He did.” 

Many of us see the Commandments as rigorous, legalistic, and difficult to attempt. The 
New Testament Body also tries very hard to say that we no longer have to obey the 
Ten Commandments … that if we do, we are back “under the law” - we are now under 
the New Testament, which means we are now under grace. 

But grace without Commandments means that we are without TRUTH. 

Moses is clear: 

It is not too difficult 
It is not out of reach. 
If you are filled with the Holy Spirit, it should be a lighter yoke. 
Most importantly, Commandments applied with the input of the Holy Spirit, will lead to 
intimate worship and service in the Living Stone Tabernacle. 

Deuteronomy 30:11-16 For this mitzvah which I am giving you today is not too hard for 
you, it is not beyond your reach.  It isn’t in the sky, so that you need to ask, ‘Who will go 
up into the sky for us, bring it to us and make us hear it, so that we can obey it?’ Likewise, 
it isn’t beyond the sea, so that you need to ask, ‘Who will cross the sea for us, bring it to 
us and make us hear it, so that we can obey it?’  On the contrary, the word is very close to 
you — in your mouth, even in your heart; therefore, you can do it!  
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5. Moses and his summary of all of his teachings: 

There is no need to add any words. Moses speaks to our spirit-man and pleads for 
wisdom.  

Why is it that mankind thinks that life is in the act of doing whatever we want, and that 
death is to be found in walking in holiness?  

That which “looks” so exciting always looks like the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil.  

That which looks like the Tree of Life always seems looks boring. 

What is it that causes mankind’s eyesight to be turned away from the spiritual, to 
that which will perish? 

Surely we can see the effects of time…? 

From a strong healthy body to the weakness of old age. 
From the speed of youth to the slow pace of the elderly.  

If we can see that the physical perishes over time, surely we can also see the wisdom that 
grows with time? And wisdom will tell us that the search for eternity has greater 
consequence that the pursuit of the flesh. 

CHOOSE LIFE 
 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 “Look! I am presenting 
you today with, on the one hand, life and good; and 
on the other, death and evil —  in that I am ordering 
you today to love ADONAI your God, to follow His 
ways, and to obey His mitzvot, regulations and 
rulings; for if you do, you will live and increase 
your numbers; and ADONAI your God will 
bless you in the Land you are entering in order 
to take possession of it. But if your heart turns 
away, if you refuse to listen, if you are drawn away 
to prostrate yourselves before other gods and 
serve them; I am announcing to you today that 
you will certainly perish; you will not live long in 
the Land you are crossing the Yarden to enter and 
possess. 19  I call on heaven and earth to witness 
against you today that I have presented you with life and death, the 
blessing and the curse. Therefore, choose life, so that you will live, you and your 
descendants,  loving ADONAI your God, paying attention to what He says and 
clinging to Him — for that is the purpose of your life! On this depends the length of 
time you will live in the Land ADONAI swore He would give to your ancestors Avraham, 
Yitz’chak and Ya’akov." 
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TWO FUNDAMENTAL TOOLS THAT HELP US STAY ON THE ROAD… 

A. THE PASSING OF THE BATON BY A FATHER TO A SON 

How many times have we witnessed that a father will build up a business or a ministry and 
when the time comes to hand over to the next generation, we find that there are NO SONS 
in the house. 

How is this possible? 

Two reasons: 

(i) The father is so busy with the goal in 
life that he fails to WIN AND KEEP  the 
heart of the son. The rejection and the 
hurt drives the son towards other 
interests that are as far removed from 
that of the father as is possible. 

(ii) The father fails to identify and properly train the son in the ways of the vision. All too 
often we find this in ministry … only some are called to full-time mission - to be 
permanent priests. This means that a son must be IDENTIFIED from the disciples 
that follow. 

Attributes of SONS: 

• Sons have the exact same vision as the father. 

• Sons have the willingness to go further along the path chosen by the father while he 
still lives and works. 

Those who are NOT sons: 

• Often people portray as SONS but are in fact “robbers” - people who take the hard 
work and vision of others and manipulate it for their own gain. 

• These leaders seek financial gain, personal glory and acceptance from the masses. 

Joshua 

Moses tells us ‘I am 120 years old AND I am going with you.’ 

But  

We have a SON - someone that walks along the path that Moses did and was meant to - 
he walks into the Land of Canaan. 

Deuteronomy 31:7-8 “Next Moshe summoned Y’hoshua and, in the sight of all Isra’el, 
said to him, “Be strong, be bold, for you are going with this people into the land ADONAI 
swore to their ancestors he would give them. You will be the one causing them to inherit it.  
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But ADONAI — it is He who will go ahead of you. He will be with you. He will neither fail 
you nor abandon you, so don’t be afraid or downhearted.”  

B. TO HEAR THE ENTIRE TORAH READ (AS WE STAND IN COMMUNITY) ONCE 
EVERY 7 YEARS AT THE FEAST OF SUCCOTH / TABERNACLES  

We all seem to like to gather together at Feasts, even if it's only for the fun. 

Moses knew that the people would keep to the pathway while they remained connected to 
the Feasts. 

For the people in the Land, although we would think it is far - relatively speaking, it was not 
a insurmountable job to walk from one end of the Land to Jerusalem. 
  
If they did this … then the opportunity existed to REMIND THE PEOPLE OF THE 
PRINCIPLES OF THE TORAH. 
 

Deuteronomy 31.9-13 “Then Moshe 
wrote down this Torah and gave it to 
the cohanim, the descendants of Levi 
who carr ied the Ark with the 
Covenant of ADONAI, and to all the 
leaders of Isra’el. Moshe gave them 
these orders: “At the end of every 
seven years, during the festival of 
Sukkot in the year of sh’mittah, when 
all Isra’el have come to appear in the 
presence of ADONAI at the place He 
will choose, you are to read this 
Torah before all Isra’el, so that they 
can hear it. Assemble the people — 
the men, the women, the little ones 
and the foreigners you have in your towns — so that they can hear, learn, fear ADONAI 
your God and take care to obey all the words of this Torah; and so that their children, who 
have not known, can hear and learn to fear ADONAI your God, for as long as you live in 
the Land you are crossing the Yarden to possess.” 

If we are reminded regularly as to the blessings of the Covenant, as well as the 
responsibilities of the Covenant, then it is not that hard to KNOW which way I must turn 
when I am faced with a difficult choice.” 

HAFTORAH  

This Haftorah portions CONTAINS not only a picture from the Garden of Eden, but also a 
picture of the Garden of Life when NEW GROWTH sprouts up to give Glory to God 
(YHVH) and we will have great joy. 

But that’s not an end-time ONLY event. 
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We can have GREAT JOY now! 

Isaiah 61:11 “For just as the earth brings forth its plants, or a garden makes its plants 
spring up, so ADONAI, God, will cause victory and glory to spring up before all nations.”  

A FINAL THOUGHT 

When the WORDS are so clear, so easy to interpret, why do we then try so hard to 
spiritualise things? Surely, if we are truly Sons / Daughters we would want to LISTEN 
TO THE FATHER?  

The prophet Isaiah speaks of the end-
time events and looks forward to a 
B R I D E d r e s s e d f o r h e r 
Bridegroom. 

Isaiah 61:10-12 “I am so joyful in ADONAI! My soul rejoices in my God, for He has clothed 
me in salvation, dressed me with a robe of triumph, like a Bridegroom wearing a festive 
turban, like a bride adorned with her jewels. For just as the earth brings forth its plants, or 
a garden makes its plants spring up, so ADONAI, God, will cause victory and glory to 
spring up before all nations.” 

**NUGGET**  
• It remains your choice. 
• Please exercise your freedom to choose wisely. 
• Think eternally. 
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Priestly Blessing 
“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will 
bless them.” 

Numbers 6:24-27 
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