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Parashah Vayeshev | “and he settled” | וישב
Week 9

DO WE FORGET THOSE WHO ARE GOOD TO US?
The verse that stands out for me this week is:
Genesis 40:23 “Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.

Consider This …
How often do you hear that someone who is a good person, who only does kind things
to others, is treated unfairly - is betrayed with a dagger stuck in his back.
Joseph may not be the most humble of people, but the truth is … he has not harmed
anyone.
In fact, he has walked in integrity with the master of the house and has been falsely
accused.
Now he spends time in prison and helps strangers with the interpretation of their
dreams.
… and all he gets is a kick in the teeth!

YHVH is Faithful!!
Sometimes the people that we meet have the capacity to make us doubt that fact.
YHVH’s people are to be set apart … we are to be a royal priesthood and a holy nation.
This status sets a standard that other people do not like.
In fact, there are people who would seriously want to PROVE that YHVH is NOT
Faithful and does not exist.
All of the corruption of power (all of the world market forces, all of the games that the
leaders play daily with the lives of other people,) are efforts to build their own tower of
Babel.

All you have to do is watch the news.
People in Syria … the ordinary man in the street is being shot at from all quarters - with
bombs, bullets and chemical warfare.
They just want to survive.
They don’t know where to turn to as the USA and Russia and other world leaders take
sides and cause further havoc.
These people want to declare that YHVH does not exist.
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It is the spirit of Amalek operating in this world.
Good people in Europe, Jews that had assimilated into German, Netherlands and French
cultures, where rounded up without cause, and sent to the gas chambers.
Good people have bad things done to them.

What does this tell us?
(i) That mankind has a tendency to become very evil.
-

As soon as we think we are superior;
as soon as we think someone else is inferior;
as soon as our position in society is better than someone else;
as soon as we believe that we have a cause – to take from others what is rightfully
theirs … expropriation of property without compensation;
- as soon as we motivate hatred and destruction on others and indiscriminate
destruction of property to have our cause made known;
Then, we will be operating in the spirit of Amalek.
(ii) What did the holocaust teach us?
- That good people, who are afraid to make a stand, who choose to remain silent
and not speak out against unrighteousness, injustice, and so on, will allow evil to
grow and spread;
- While a handful of people did the actual horrible deeds, many knew what was
going on, and chose to look the other way.
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(iii) The men in the story of Joseph are such people:
- They knew what his character was;
- They knew that he had only been good towards them;
- But while they were being blessed, they chose to forget their friend.

(iv) The Bible tells us that we will fight this spirit of warfare against the children of
Abraham until the end of times.
- We tend to think that it’s only the evil nature of man;
- However, it’s clear that it is also the unwillingness to get involved … the curse of
the silence of Adam, that is part of this battle;
- There is a force from outside the family of YHVH;
- But there is also the force of apathy from inside the family of Abraham that works
with the enemy to ensure the destruction of our faith.
Exodus 17:14-16 ADONAI said to Moshe, “Write this in a book to be remembered, and
tell it to Y’hoshua: I will completely blot out any memory of Amalek from under heaven.”
Moshe built an altar, called it ADONAI Nissi (ADONAI is my banner/miracle), and said,
“Because their hand was against the Throne of Yah, ADONAI will fight Amalek generation
after generation.”
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Deuteronomy 25:17-19 “Remember what Amalek did to you on the road as you were
coming out of Egypt, how he met you by the road, attacked those in the rear, those who
were exhausted and straggling behind when you were tired and weary. He did not fear
God. Therefore, when ADONAI your God has given you rest from all your surrounding
enemies in the Land ADONAI your God is giving you as your inheritance to possess, you
are to blot out all memory of Amalek from under heaven. Don’t forget!”
David, in the Psalms, realizes that there is one thing that we can do to protect ourselves
against the fear / depression / emotional wounding when we are unfairly attacked by
others …

We need to remember that YHVH reigns from Jerusalem.
Psalm 137:5-6 “If I forget you, Yerushalayim, may my right hand wither away! May my
tongue stick to the roof of my mouth if I fail to remember you, if I fail to count Yerushalayim
the greatest of all my joys.”
Anti-Semitism is on the rise.
We see and hear daily of senseless and cowardly attacks on Jews (why throw acid on
the face of a baby - can’t you find someone your own size?)
Do you think that it is reserved for Jews?
Does Paul not teach that we are grafted into the natural olive?
As such, we serve the same God – therefore, that same fate awaits those who truly
believe.

Our reaction!!
1) We can expect people to fail us … hard though that may seem.
2) However, we as grafted in sons / daughters of Abraham, now have a circumcised
heart.
3) We are to continue to reveal the Heart of the FATHER and His Glory to those who we
encounter.
Titus 2:11-12 “For God’s Grace, which brings deliverance, has appeared to all people. It
teaches us to renounce godlessness and worldly pleasures, and to live self-controlled,
upright and godly lives now, in this age;”
Luke 6:31 “Treat other people as you would like them to treat you.”
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What should we think about this week?
1. The butler only remembered Joseph 2 years later … this a long time.
‣ Are there circumstances where we gave our word to someone else and have
forgotten to keep that promise?
2. Leadership trials are often very onerous.
‣ What trials are you busy experiencing now … make a decision not to fail this time …
you really don’t need to go around the mountain one more time.
3. Have you been silent when you have witness abuse / domination / or any other
action that is designed to belittle someone else?
‣ Repent and make a decision to stand strong and take courage to fight for those who
cannot.

A FINAL THOUGHT
Most importantly, we should always remember that YHVH never forgets, we must
remember never to forget that YHVH is faithful … always.
Isaiah 44:21 “Keep these matters in mind, Ya’akov, for you, Isra’el, are My servant. I
formed you, you are My own servant; Isra’el, don’t forget Me.”
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BLESSING
Numbers 6:24-27

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will BLESS them.
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